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The global food trade is diverse and complex, requiring compliance 
to requirements of different importing countries regulatory authority. 
Governments recognize that a strong national food industry is 
an important supplier of food to the population and a significant 
contributor to food security. With diminishing tariffs and signing 
of bilateral & multilateral free trade agreements, there has been a 
significant increase in global food trade over the last few years and 
this generates the need for having a robust database of information 
pertaining to regulatory authorities of different countries. The need 
for having compiled information about food regulatory authorities of 
various countries was felt for long and “SaNGRAH” – Safe food for Nations: 
Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook was conceptualized to 
facilitate exporters and importers. This handbook provides information 
about the Food Regulatory authorities of various countries across the 
world, their mandate, food safety ecosystem, food testing facilities, 
contact details of food authorities, SPS, TBT, WOAH and weblinks to 
access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards at one platform. The handbook 
is available in Hindi, English, Gujarati, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam for the benefit of Indian exporters. Working on the principle 
of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam”, the online version of this handbook is 
also available in several foreign languages for easy access by overseas 
exporters and manufacturers. 

Preface
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The adoption of Law No. 9863 On Food, 
enacted in 2008, is to a large extent 
harmonised with the EU Acquis in the field 
of food safety. It provides the basis and 
principles for ensuring the protection of food 
safety standards and consumer interests as 
well as the requirements for the production 
and trading of food and feed. With this law, 
the National Food Authority (NFA) was 
established and became operational on 1 
September 2010, based on the Decision 
of Council of Ministers No. 1081 On the 
Organisation and Functioning of the National 
Food Authority.

Based on the Food Law, secondary legislation 
was adopted in line with EU requirements. 
Current legislation dealing with food 
safety in Albania is partially aligned with 
EU provisions, namely the Food Hygiene 
Package. Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002, part 
of the EC Regulation No. 882/2004 on official 
controls, has been harmonised, as have 
Regulations No. 852/2004, No. 853/2004 

and No. 854/2004, which were adopted by 

means of ordinances from the Minister of 

Agriculture, Rural Development and Water 

Administration.

The adoption of Law No. 10465 on Veterinary 

Service in the Republic of Albania in 2011 

transferred the responsibilities for animal 

health and welfare to the veterinary service. 

Based on the Law on the Veterinary Service 

in the Republic of Albania and the Law on 

the System of Animal Identification and 

Registration, several secondary legal acts 

were adopted introducing EU requirements 

in the veterinary field, such as regulation for 

the control of diseases in animals, regulation 

for controlling zoonotic diseases, regulations 

for the creation and functioning of the 

animal identification system, regulations for 

animal welfare, and a regulation on national 

and international trading conditions for all 

animals.

Phytosanitary activities are based on Law 

Albania

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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No. 9362 On the Plant Protection Service, 
dated 2005, which was amended in 2008 
by Law No. 9908. Within the framework of 
the amended Law on the Plant Protection 
Service, secondary legislation was adopted in 
compliance with the EU Directives on plant 
protection (mainly the two basic directives 
2000/29 and 91/414).

There is no separation between risk 
assessment and risk management, although 
they are separate departments within 
NFA. Risk assessment publications are not 
published online.

Food Authorities:

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Water Administration (MARDWA)

The Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Water Administration 
(MARDWA) deals with agricultural and food 
safety policy in Albania. It prepares draft 
legislation in the field of food and feed safety. 
The area of work of the MARDWA extends 
beyond food safety to include plant health, 
animal health and animal welfare. 

Regarding food safety, the MARDWA is 
responsible for policies, strategies and 
legislation for food safety and quality of food 
products. It is involved in risk management 
and food safety crises management. It 
formulates policies to control the quality 
and safety of food products in order to 
integrate food control as a key function 
in the protection of consumer health and 
interests, providing fair competition in the 
national market, and the introduction of food 
products in the international market.

In addition, the MARDWA is responsible 
for the fishery sector, including approval 
of fishery establishments, classification of 
live bivalve mollusk production areas and 
monitoring their sampling plans.  Regarding 
plant protection, the MARDWA is responsible 
for policies and legislation, implementation 
of procedures related to the registration of 
plant protection products, monitoring the 
plant protection service and representing 
the international authority in the field of 
plant protection. The responsible veterinary 
authority is the Veterinary Directorate within 
the General Directorate of Agriculture 
Service. 

In addition to representing Albania in the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 
this directorate is responsible for the policies, 
strategies, legislation and monitoring of 
the implementation of laws in the area of 
veterinary service. The regional veterinary 
services are part of the Regional Agriculture 
Directories (RADs), which are technically 
accountable for all their activities to the 
Veterinary Directorate within the MARDWA. 
Private veterinarians are contracted by 
the Regional Agriculture Directories to 
carry out veterinary-related activities such 
as vaccination campaigns for national 
programmes and ear tagging of animals in 
accordance with the legislation.

Based on the current veterinary and 
food legislation in Albania, duties and 
competencies of the MARDWA State 
Veterinary Services are carried out at the farm 
level, focusing on the primary production 
only. Once they leave the farm, the primary 
products are under the competence of the 
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National Food Authority inspection services.

National Food Authority (NFA)

Pursuant to Law No. 9863 On Food, dated 28 
January 2008, as amended, which regulates 
the food safety system in Albania, the 
National Food Authority (NFA) is responsible 
for risk assessments, risk management and 
risk communication. 13 Border Inspection 
Posts (BIPs) under the NFA are in charge of 
the control of plants and plant products, 
livestock, animal by-products and food 
of animal and non-animal origin at the 
borders. The National Food Authority is an 
integrated part of the programme to create 
and guarantee a food safety system and 
consumer protection in the Republic of 
Albania. 

It was established by the Decision of the 
Council of Ministers No. 1081 dated 21 
October 2009. NFA is an institution within the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Water Administration. As part of its 
organisational structure, NFA has nine 
regional laboratories which perform lab 
analyses for food and feed official controls as 
well as plant protection to verify compliance 
with the laws in the country, according 
to the legislation in effect. These labs are 
categorized into:

1. 	 Food safety lab: physical – chemical
2. 	 Microbiology lab
3. 	 Animal health and welfare lab
4. 	 plant protection lab

The state of play of the NFA labs is defined 
in Law No. 9863 On Food, dated 28 
January 2008, as a mended, wherein their 

authorisation is granted by the Minister of 
Agriculture after an evaluation performed by 
the FSVI reference laboratory.

The remit of the NFA:

1. 	 Leads the risk assessment process in the 
fields of food, feed and plant protection; 
plans, coordinates and realises official 
controls of food and feed and plant 
protection

2. 	 Ensures the unification of official control 
practices for food, feed and plant 
protection at the national level

3. Coordinates authorised laboratory 
activities with regard to official controls 
for food, feed and plant protection

4. 	 Conducts preliminary controls to verify 
if the technical, technological, hygiene, 
sanitation, phytosanitary and veterinary 
requirements are met and also to verify 
the necessary documentation for 
registering and licensing food business 
operators and plant protection 

5. 	 Blocks, temporarily or permanently, 
the activities of food and feed business 
operators in stages of production, 
processing, delivery and marketing of 
food or feed when is proven that the 
food or feed and the respective business 
operators do not meet food safety 
standards as specified in the legislation 
in effect

6.	 Conducts necessary scientific research 
on risk assessment in the field of food 
and feed safety and plant protection 
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Provides technical, administrative and 
scientific support to enable the work 
of scientific committees and scientific 
panels

7. 	 Informs the public on food and feed 
safety and plant protection

Food Safety and Veterinary 
Institute (FSVI)

The Food Safety and Veterinary Institute (FSVI) 
is under the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Water Administration. 
FSVI is a national reference centre and 
laboratory that carries out scientific research 
and application activities in areas of animal 
health and food quality, foodstuff residues, 
veterinary products registration and plant 
protection.

FSVI serves as a reference centre with the 
following tasks:

1. 	 Confirms diagnoses performed in other 
laboratories

2. 	 Standardises methods of analysis
3. 	 Uses and disseminates official methods 

of analysis
4. 	  Organises training courses for specialists 

in other laboratories
5. 	 Supplies other laboratories with new 

regulations and everything related to 
the field of research

6. 	 Collaborates with reference centres of 
the European Community

7. 	 Provides MARDWA with assistance and 
scientific laboratory information and 
suggests further measures to be taken 
in the field for issues that arise regarding 
the scope of FSVI.

FSVI implements the quality management 
system based on the ISO 17025:2005 
standard and has been approved for six 
tests by the General Accreditation Directory 
and by a foreign accreditation body 
(Accredia – national accreditation in Italy). 
The Department of Animal Health in the 
FSVI comprises six sectors: Bacteriology, 
Virology, Parasitology, Mycology, Veterinary 
Epidemiology and the Sector for Veterinary 
Medical Products. 

The Sector for the Production of Vaccines and 
Bio-products is also a part of this institute.

Ministry of Health (MH)

The mission of the Ministry of Health 
(MH) is the implementation of health 
policies of government programmes. The 
Ministry of Health compiles health policies 
at the national level and determines the 
development and planning of health services 
nationally and regionally. MH is responsible 
for public health, nutrition and the control of 
water and specific food products (nutritional 
purposes).

Public Health Institute (PHI)

Food safety sector:

Development and application of plans for the 
verification of food supply.

Nutritional sector (food):

1. 	 Development and application of 
research plans in food sectors: 
macronutrients and micronutrients.

2.  	 Monitoring of nutrition of population.
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The enforcement of the legislation for public 
health and nutrition is carried out by sanitary 
inspectors who are responsible for issuing 
health certificates for workers in the industry, 
inspections in the working environments and 
the control of water up to the final consumer. 
The Public Health Institute (PHI) collects 
surveillance and laboratory diagnostic data 
from regional public health structures. The 
PHI reports the number of cases of infectious 
disease to the Food Safety and Epidemiology 
Section at the PHI on a monthly basis. The 
disease categories relevant to foodborne 
disease are: non-typhoid salmonellosis, 
botulism, shigellosis, E. coli enteritis, cholera, 
brucellosis, infection with hepatitis A 
virus, giardiasis, amebiasis, food poisoning 
(unknown aetiology, including food toxic 
infections), unspecified gastroenteric illness, 
and outbreaks associated with contaminated 
food and water.

Regional Directorates of 
Agriculture (RDA)

Each region has one Regional Directorate 
of Agriculture (RDA). RDAs are involved in 
the enforcement of legislation under the 
competence of MARDWA at the field level. In 
addition, plan protection specialists within 
RDAs are responsible for advising, informing 
and educating farmers on plant protection 
issues.

Food testing facilities:
Official Laboratory

yy Respective Laboratories of Food Safety 
and Veterinary Institute (FSVI)

yy Regional Laboratory Network of National 
Food Authority

yy Official Competence
yy FSVI 
yy National Reference Centre
yy Regional laboratories of NFA, basic 

analytic level
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Contact details:

Codex Contact Point
Mrs. Matilda Xhepa 
Specialist in Food Safety Unit 
Food Safety and Veterinary Institute 
Rr. A. Moisiu, No.10 
Tirana, Albania

Tel: +355 4 2372912 
E-mail: matilda.xhepa@bujqesia.gov.al 
Website: http://www.isuv.gov.al 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
SPS Notification Authority
Directorate of Food Safety and Consumer Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection (MBUMK) 
Sheshi: Skenderbe, Nr.2 
Tirana

Email: mbumk_sps@yahoo.com 
Phone: +(355 4) 2225 9333

SPS Enquiry Point
Directorate of Food Safety and Consumer Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection (MBUMK) 
Sheshi: Skenderbe, Nr.2 
Tirana

Email: mbumk_sps@yahoo.com 
Phone: +(355 4) 2225 9333
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
General Directorate of Standardization 
Tirana - Albania 
Contact person: Mr. Riza Hasanaj, General Director of General Directorate of Standardization 
Head of Sector of WTO/TBT Enquiry Point and Sales of Standards 
Rr: “Mine Peza”, Nr.143/3
Email: info@dps.gov.al; hasanaj.r@dps.gov.al; dea.nini@dps.gov.al 
Phone: +(355 42) 22 62 55; +(355 42) 22 71 76 
Website: http://www.dps.gov.al/

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Keti Margariti
Head
Veterinary and Animal Welfare Sector
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Sheshi Bulv. “Dëshmorët e Kombit”, No.2 Tiranë
TIRANA

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
http://www.bujqesia.gov.al
http://www.aku.gov.al
http://www.isuv.gov.al
http://www.shendetesia.gov.al
http://www.ishp.gov.al
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep
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In Argentine, regulatory framework for 
the production, processing and marketing 
of both domestic and imported food and 
beverage products are stablished under the 
‘Argentine Food Code [Código Alimentario 
Argentino (CAA)]’. Its primary goal is the 
protection of public health and maintaining 

consumers’ confidence in the safety and 
quality of food products distributed within 
Argentina. Ministry of Health (MS) and 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and 
Fisheries (MAGyP) handles major food safety 
portfolio in Argentina. 

Argentina

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Fisheries (MAGyP): 

The MAGyP is the institution responsible 
for designing and executing production, 
marketing and sanitary plans in the 
agricultural, fishing, forestry and agro-
industrial fields. Under its dependence is 
SENASA, an entity with direct competencies 
in food safety.

National Agrifood Health and Quality 
Service (SENASA): 

SENASA is a decentralized body, with 

economic-financial and technical-
administrative autonomy and endowed 
with its own legal status, dependent on the 
MAGyP. Among its responsibilities related 
to food safety and quality, is executing 
national policies on animal and plant 
health and quality and food safety under 
its jurisdiction, controlling federal traffic 
and imports and exports of products, by-
products and derivatives of animal and 
plant origin, agri-food products, pharmaco-
veterinary and agrochemicals and fertilizers, 
as well as verifying compliance with current 
regulations on the matter.

The foods within the competence of SENASA 
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are the following: Fresh, refrigerated and 
frozen vegetables; Cereals, fresh, dried and 
dried fruits; Fresh, dried and dried vegetables; 
fresh and dried legumes; Oilseeds, Aromatics 
and species; Mushrooms, Unrefined oils, 
Cereal, oilseed and legume flours, Yerba, tea, 
cocoa and other infusions, Wild-collected 
vegetable products; Fresh, frozen pork, 
poultry and beef, fresh, dried and cooked 
sausages, cold cuts; Preserves of animal 
origin and products prepared with more than 
80% meat; Fats, tallows, margarines, Fish and 
fishing products (molluscs, invertebrates, 
shellfish) fresh, frozen, pressed, salted, 
smoked, breaded, dried, sausages; Eggs 
and their derivatives; Honey, propolis and 
derivatives, Juices, vegetable and fruit pastes.

Ministry of Health (MSAL):

The MSAL is the public body in charge of 
dealing with administrative issues related 
to the health service, including issues of 
epidemiology and border health control. 
Under the dependence of the MSAL, there 
are two entities with direct competencies 
related to food safety and quality.

National Administration of Medicines, 
Food and Medical Technology (ANMAT): 

The ANMAT is a decentralized body (that is, its 
own assets and legal status) and dependent 
on the Ministry of Health, whose function is 
to carry out actions of registration, control, 
inspection and surveillance of packaged 
foods, dietary supplements, additives, 
sweeteners and ingredients. Its mission is 
to guarantee health care, by ensuring the 
quality and health of all products, processes 
and technologies that are consumed or used 
in food.

National Food Institute (INAL): 

The INAL works within the scope of the 
ANMAT and is dependent on the MSAL. INAL 
has 4 offices located in towns close to the 
borders. The headquarters in Buenos Aires, 
and the others in Mendoza, in the province of 
Corrientes and in Posadas, because INAL must 
control the safety of food that is exported and 
imported. Its function is to register, register, 
authorize, certify and supervise, as the case 
may be, the foods under its jurisdiction 
(packaged foods and dietary supplements), 
including specific inputs, additives, colorings, 
sweeteners and ingredients used in human 
food and establishments. It also deals with 
household products and materials in contact 
with food. 

National Food Commission (CONAL): 

CONAL is made up of the Ministry of Food, 
Bioeconomy and Regional Development of 
the MAGyP, the Ministry of Health Quality 
of the MSAL, INAL, SENASA, the Ministry 
of Domestic Trade, ANMAT and other 
representatives of the different provinces and 
municipalities. It is a technical body that is in 
charge of advisory, support and monitoring 
tasks of the National Food Control System. 

In brief, three different government agencies 
i.e SENASA, INAL & ANMAT and INV are 
involved in regulation/enforcement of food 
products based on food product category. 
National Food Inspection System (Sistema 
Nacional de Control de los Alimentos – SNCA) 
guarantees the enforcement of CAA. National 
Food Commission (CONAL), is an advisory 
body that provides support and monitoring 
to SNCA. Summarized details are as follows: 
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Agency name Roles and responsibilities 

SENASA (Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y 
Calidad Agroalimentaria) - National Service 
of Agricultural Food Health and Quality 

Scope of food products: Animal and plant 
products and by-products, fishery and 
seafood products 

yy Standards development 
yy Registration of the Product and Facility 
yy hygiene and sanitary regulations 

applicable to processing and 
manufacturing establishments and 
storage facilities for animal products.

yy Requirements for pesticides and other 
Contaminants

yy Registration of Food Additives (non-
listed food additives need assessment 
from CONAL)

Regulates the safety of foods derived from 
GMOs /GM food including prior approval.   

INAL (Instituto Nacional de Alimentos) -  
National Food Institute
&
ANMAT (Administracion Nacional de 
Medicamentos, Alimentos y Tecnologia 
Médica) - National Administration of Drugs, 
Food Products, and Medical Technology 

Scope of food products: Processed food and 
beverages including dietary supplements, 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, 
excluding wine and packaging and materials 
that come into contact with food. 

yy Standards development 
yy Registration of Food Additives (non-

listed food additives need assessment 
from CONAL)

INV (Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura) - 
National Wine Institute

Production and distribution of wine.

Import requirements: In order to monitor 
imports in Argentina, a Comprehensive 
Import Monitoring System i.e SIMI (Sistema 
Integral de Monitoreo de Importaciones) 
is available. All New market importers/
exporters must register with the respective 
agencies (i.e SENASA, INAL, and INV) based 
on their products one time, on-line, with 
Customs/AFIP before beginning operations 
in Argentina. All importers/exporters must 
receive a tax identification number (CUIT), 
which serves as their registration number. 

In addition, labels of the imported products 
also need pre-approval from the respective 
agencies. In case of imported products, 
certain information on the label in Spanish is 
mandatory for clearance else stickering need 
to be done for complying to the same.  

Generally, processed food and beverage 
products that have proven stability and 
were registered in CAA will be tested and 
inspected by INAL only after Customs has 
released them to the domestic market. 
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However, when there are justified reasons 
to presume risk for human, animal or plant 
health because of the introduction of food 
products to the country, any of the three 
above-mentioned agencies has the right to 
perform inspections to the shipments prior 
to product entry into Argentina. 

Laboratory services

National Network of Laboratories: The 
National Network of SENASA Laboratories 
(RedLab) is a group of public or private 
laboratories authorized by SENASA to carry 
out tests and issue results with official 
recognition. Laboratories duly registered 
with RedLab are the only ones authorized to 
carry out tests on official samples.

National Network of Official Food Analysis 
Laboratories (ReNaLOA):

The ReNaLOA is made up of official food 
control laboratories of the provincial or 
municipal health authorities, whose mission 
is to analyze the quality of food and water. 
The INAL Reference Laboratory, which acts 
as coordinator, also belongs to this network. 
The ReNaLOA promotes the technical 
cooperation of the official food laboratories 
of the Argentine Republic, to achieve the 
strengthening of their analytical capacities, 
in order to contribute to the efficiency of the 
National Food Control System.

Federal Network of Food Laboratories: 
The Federal Network of Food Laboratories 
is an organization made up of Officially 
Authorized Laboratories, both public and 
private, whose main function is to provide 
support to the National Food Control 

System to carry out analysis of official food 
samples and materials in contact with food.  
The Network is coordinated by the INAL 
National Reference Laboratory. The 
laboratories that comprise it participate in 
official control analytical tasks and are used 
as tools for health management.

INAL National Reference Laboratory: 

INAL has a laboratory that works within the 
Inspection and Control Directorate. Among 
its functions related to food safety, the 
following can be mentioned:

yy 	Carry out the physicochemical, 
microscopic and microbiological 
control for the inspection of the health 
and quality of packaged foods, water 
(network, bottled drinking, mineral, 
mineralized), alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, their raw materials, food 
additives, colorings and coadjuvants of 
technology.

yy 	Carry out the physicochemical control 
and the approval analyzes to determine 
the bromatological aptitude of the 
materials in contact with food, their raw 
materials, additives and colorings.

yy 	Coordinate the National Network 
of ReNaLOA Official Food Analysis 
Laboratories.

yy 	Act as National Reference Laboratory of 
the Federal Network of Food Laboratories.

The Argentine Accreditation Agency is the 
National Laboratory Accreditation Agency 
(http://www.oaa.org.ar).
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Contact details 

Food Safety Authorities

Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria (SENASA) 
Coordinación de Relaciones Internacionales 
Avda. Paseo Colón 367, piso 5, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Tel: (54-11) 4121-5353 
E-mail: relint@senasa.gob.ar / responde@senasa.gob.ar
Website: https://www.argentina.gob.ar/senasa 

Instituto Nacional de Alimentos (INAL) 
Relaciones Internacionales 
Estados Unidos 25, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Tel: (54-11) 4342-5674; 4340-0800 
E-mail: relaciones.internacionales@anmat.gov.ar

Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura (INV) 
San Martín 430, Mendoza, Argentina 
Tel: (54-261) 5216600 
E-mails: solinfo@inv.gob.ar ; sergio_montivero@inv.gob.ar 
Website: https://www.argentina.gob.ar/inv

Cámara de Importadores de la República Argentina (CIRA) 
Avda. Belgrano 427, piso 7, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Tel: (54-11) 4342-1101 
E-mail: cira@cira.org.ar
Website: https://www.cira.org.ar/en/

ANMAT website: https://www.argentina.gob.ar/anmat 

CONAL website http://www.conal.gob.ar/ 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Ing. Gabriela Alejandra Catalani, Punto Focal del Codex Argentina,
Dirección Nacional de Relaciones Agroalimentarias Internacionales del Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, Azopardo 1025, Piso 11, Oficina 8, Buenos Aires (CP 1063 
ACW), Argentina
Tel: +54 11 4363-6290; 
E-mail: codex@magyp.gob.ar 
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep ]
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria  
Coordinación de Relaciones Internacionales 
Paseo Colón 367 - 5° piso 
1063 - Buenos Aires
Email: relint@senasa.gov.ar 
Phone: +(5411) 4121 5353 
Website: www.senasa.gov.ar

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point

Secretaría de Comercio 
Dirección Nacional de Reglamentos Técnicos 
Área de Obstáculos Técnicos al Comercio  
Avda. Julio A. Roca N° 651 Of. 423 A 
(C1067ABB) Buenos Aires, Argentina
Email: focalotc@produccion.gob.ar  
Phone: +(54 11) 4349 40 67 
Website: http://www.puntofocal.gob.ar

OIE/WOAH
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr. Ximena Melón, President of the Regional Commission for the Americas, Servicio Nacional 
de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria (SENASA), Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, 
Avenida Paseo Colón N. 367, 4° Piso, CP 1063, Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, BUENOS AIRES

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards
Argentine Food Code:
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/anmat/codigoalimentario 

Law 27233 of 2015 declares the safety and quality of agrifood of national interest ( includes 
fishing and aquaculture products), specific agricultural inputs and the control of chemical and 
microbiological residues and contaminants in food, and national and international trade of 
said products and by-products.:
http://www.senasa.gob.ar/normativas/ley-nacional-27233-2015-honorable-congreso-de-la-nacion

Decree No. 815/99 establishes the National Food Control System (SNCA), with the objective 
of to ensure compliance with the Argentine Food Code: http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/
infolegInternet/anexos/55000-59999/59060/norma.htm
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The Food Safety and Consumer Protection 
Act is the central legal foundation for food 
legislation in Austria. Infringement of food 
regulations can lead to measures under 
criminal law and consumer damage claims 
under civil law, whereby the final decision 
rests with the courts .Government measures 
with regard to food safety are often based on 

Austria
scientific risk assessments. However, the final 
decision on the legality of governmental 
measures rests with the courts.

In Austria, risk assessment and risk 
management are largely institutionally 
separated. Risk assessments are published 
on the Internet.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, 

Care and Consumer Protection (BMSGPK)

The Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, 

Care and Consumer Protection (BMSGPK) 

prepares draft legislation in the field of food 

safety based on scientific risk assessments 

conducted by the Austrian Agency for Health 

and Food Safety (AGES). The BMSGPK is 

responsible for the co-ordination of state 

food inspections and can issue national 

regulations in the area of food safety.

The BMSGPK’s portfolio includes food, 

novel foods, food supplements, genetically 

modified organisms (GMOs), zoonoses, 

mineral water, drinking water, residues of 

plant protection products and veterinary 

drugs, medical devices and medicinal 

products.  Furthermore, the BMSGPK is 

responsible for approving pilot studies 

with regard to the cultivation of genetically 

modified plants. It is also responsible for 

approving the use of GMOs in conjunction 

with food and feed.

The remit of the BMSGPK extends beyond 
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food safety to include animal health and 
animal welfare, for example.

Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions 
and Tourism (BMLRT)

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions 
and Tourism (BMLRT) is responsible for 
agricultural policy and food safety during 
primary food production. It prepares 
draft legislation in the field of feed and 
groundwater based on scientific risk 
assessments conducted by the Austrian 
Agency for Health and Food Safety (AGES). 
The BMLRT is authorized to issue national 
regulations with regard to feed and 
groundwater.

The work of the BMLRT is supported by the 
Federal Office for Food Safety (BAES).  The 
BMLRT’s area of work extends beyond the 
field of food safety to include plant health 
and plant protection.

Austrian Agency for Health and Food 
Safety (AGES)

The Austrian Agency for Health and Food 
Safety (AGES) is a limited liability company 
(GmbH) owned by the BMSGPK and BMLRT. 
AGES has a mandate from the Republic of 
Austria to prepare scientific risk assessments 
and conduct transparent risk communication 
with the public at large, scientists and other 
interested or involved groups. Independent 
of any scientific, political or social interests 
AGES prepares scientific risk assessments, 
identifies new health risks and prepares 
recommendations for risk reduction. AGES 
risk assessments are used by the BMSGPK 
and the BMLRT and by local authorities as the 

foundation for their management measures.

AGES’ remit includes food and feed safety, 
novel foods, food supplements, GMOs, 
zoonoses, mineral water, residues of 
plant protection products and veterinary 
medicinal products. AGES is also active in the 
fields of animal health, plant health, plant 
protection, soil health, fertilizers, seeds, bee 
health, radiation protection, medicines and 
medical devices. AGES is also involved in 
active research. AGES has scientific analytical 
laboratory facilities for all of its areas of 
activity.

There are 60 National Reference Laboratories 
pursuant to Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 
and reference laboratories in the fields of 
veterinary medicine and human medicine 
attached to AGES.

The regulatory authority for veterinary drugs 
is assigned to the Federal Office for Safety 
in Health Care (BASG). The BASG is also an 
authority within the organizational structure 
of AGES. The BASG issues and monitors the 
market authorisation of medicinal products 
and other medical devices.

Federal Office for Food Safety (BAES)

The Federal Office for Food Safety (BAES) 
was established by the Austrian Health and 
Food Safety Act. It is associated with AGES. 
AGES provides the BAES with the manpower 
and the infrastructure needed to execute its 
sovereign functions as a federal authority. 
The BAES is responsible for the coordination 
and implementation of state inspections of 
animal feed. It is also the regulatory authority 
for plant protection products. The area of 
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work of the BAES extends beyond the field of 
animal feed to include plant health.

Regional and local levels

Austria consists of nine federal states which 
are divided into 117 districts. Each district is 
further subdivided into several municipalities. 
Depending on the distribution of statutory 
competencies, the responsibility for the 
implementation of food inspections is held 
by federal authorities or regional authorities 
of the nine federal states.

The BMSGPK has transferred the coordination 
and implementation of federal inspections 
for all aspects of food safety to the federal 
states of Austria (food safety inspections are 
conducted at regional and local level).

In contrast, the coordination and 
implementation of animal feed inspections 

is not delegated to the federal states, it is 
responsibility of the BAES (national level).

Food testing facilities:

AGES Institute for Food Safety Vienna 
Spargelfeldstraße 191
1220 Vienna 
+43 50555-0 
AGES Institute for Food Safety Linz 
Wieningerstraße 8
4020 Linz 
+43 50555-41111 

AGES Institute for Food Safety Innsbruck 
Technikerstraße 70
6020 Innsbruck 
+43 50555-71111
www.ages.at/en/ages/departments/food-
safety#c4009

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

BMSGPK
Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection 
Stubenring 11010 Vienna 
Tel. +43 1 71100 – 0 
E-mail: post@sozialministerium.at
Website: https://www.sozialministerium.at/en

BML
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management
Stubenring 1 
1010 Vienna
+43 1 71100-0
Website: www.bml.gv.at
AGES
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Directors:
Dr. Thomas Kickinger 
Spargelfeldstraße 191 
1220 Wien 
management@ages.at
Dr. Anton Reinl 
Spargelfeldstraße 191 
1220 Wien 
management@ages.at
Website: http://www.ages.at/en/

BAES
Dr. Thomas Kickinger 
Mag. JosefineSinkovits (Deputy Director) 
Spargelfeldstraße 191 
1220 Wien 
Website: http://www.baes.gv.at/en/

Codex Contact Point
Mrs Bettina Brandtner 
Austrian FAO/WHO Codex Contact Point, 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Water Management, 
Abt. II/8 
Stubenring 1, 1010 Vienna
Tel: +431 71100 6713 
E-mail: bettina.brandtner@bmlfuw.gv.at 
Website:National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Martin Fagerer 
Bundesministerium für Wissenschaft, Forschung und Wirtschaft 
Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy 
Abteilung “Multilaterale und EU-Handelspolitik” (C2/3); Division ‘Multilateral and EU-Trade 
Policy’ (C2/3) 
Stubenring 11011 Wien
Email: post.c23@bmwfw.gv.at 
Phone: +(431) 711 00 5774 
Website: http://www.bmwfw.gv.at
WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
For technical regulations (Article 10.1) 
Bundesministerium für Wissenschaft, Forschung und Wirtschaft/Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy 
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“Multilaterale und EU-Handelspolitik” (C2/3); 
Division ‘Multilateral and EU-Trade Policy’ (C2/3) 
Wien A-1011
Phone: +(43 1) 71100; ext. 5774 
Website: http://www.bmwfw.gv.at

Österreichischer Verband für Elektrotechnik - ÖVE 
(Austrian Electronical Association) 
Eschenbachgasse 9 
A-1010 Wien
Austria
Email: ove@ove.at 
Phone: +(43 1) 587 63 73 
Website: http://www.ove.at

For non-governmental standards (Article 10.3) 
Österreichisches Normungsinstitut - ON 
(Austrian Standards Institute) 
Heinestraße 38 
P.O.B. 130 
A- 1021 Wien 
Austria
Email: infostelle@on-norm.at 
Phone: +(43 1) 213 00; ext.613 
Website: http://www.on-norm.at

OIE/WOAH 
Dr. Ulrich Herzog
Department Consumer Health – Leiter der Sektion III 
“Konsumentenpolitik und Verbrauchergesundheit”
Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health and Consumer Protection
Radetzkystrasse 2 A-1031 Vienna
VIENNA

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
Lebensmittel- und Verbrauchersicherheit - KVG (verbrauchergesundheit.gv.at)
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/



23 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

In Australia and New Zealand, the regulation 
of food is covered by a range of laws and 
policies. Food safety requirements in the 
Australian Capital Territory are set by the 
Food Act 2001 and New Zealand under New 
Zealand Food Act, 2014. Food laws cover a 
more specific range of food issues including 
safety, labelling, composition and food 

handling requirements. Further, consumer 
protection laws require information about 
food to be truthful and not misleading. 
Food regulation authorities in Australia and 
New Zealand work together to ensure food 
regulations are implemented and enforced 
consistently.

Australia and New Zealand

Australia

Department of 
Health

Food Standards Australia 
New Zealand (FSANZ)

Australia - State and Territory food 
agencies & Commonwealth Dept. of 
Agriculture (for imported foods and 

food for export)

New Zealand - Local Governments 
& Ministry for Primary Industries and 

public health units

New Zealand

Ministry for Primary 
Industries

Food Safety Authorities: 

In Australia and New Zealand, forum of 

ministers from Australian and New Zealand 

government jurisdictions called as Food 

Ministers Meeting is responsible for Food 

Policy development. The members of the 

meeting include minister from New Zealand, 

Australian Government, Health Ministers 

from the Australian states and territories, 

Ministers from related portfolios (Primary 

Industries, Consumer Affairs) and the 

Australian Local Government Association 

(ALGA) as an observer. Food Regulation 

Standing Committee (FRSC) act as an advisory 

board for Food Ministers’ Meeting and also 

ensure a nationally consistent approach to 

the implementation and enforcement of 

food standards. 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand 

(FSANZ) is an independent statutory 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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authority established by the FSANZ Act, 
1991 under Australian Government Health 
portfolio. Its function is to develop food 
standards for the Australia New Zealand 
Food Standards Code. Food standards cover 
the use of ingredients, processing aids, 
colourings, additives, vitamins and minerals, 
including standards relating to fortification. 
They also cover the composition of some 
foods, such as dairy, meat and beverages as 
well as new technologies such as novel foods. 
It is also responsible for labelling of both 
packaged and unpackaged food, including 
specific mandatory warnings or advisory 
labels. 

In New Zealand, some standards of the Food 
Standards Code are incorporated into New 
Zealand standards and have effect 28 days 
after a relevant food standard has been issued 
by the New Zealand Minister for Food Safety 
under the New Zealand Food Act, 2014. Three 
other Acts regulate food that is produced in 
New Zealand and sold locally or for export, 
the Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary 

Medicines Act 1997, Animal Products Act 1999, 
and the Wine Act 2003. 

Although FSANZ develops food standards, 
enforcement of compliance is the 
responsibility of Australian state and territory 
food regulatory agencies, the Australian 
Government’s Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) (for imported 
food and food for export), and the New 
Zealand Government i.e Ministry for Primary 
Industries and public health units.

Authorities in Australia and New Zealand 
work closely together to ensure food laws 
are implemented and enforced consistently 
wherever possible. This is coordinated by 
the Implementation Subcommittee for 
Food Regulation (ISFR). ISFR members 
include representatives from food regulation 
authorities in Australia and New Zealand. 
Its mandate also includes handling matters 
related to emergency response. 

Summary of Roles and responsibilities of 
different organizations:

Area Authority responsible in  
Australia 

Authority responsible in  
New Zealand 

Development of standards 
for primary production and 
processing and for food 
hygiene.

FSANZ New Zealand Ministry for 
Primary Industries.

Setting residue limits in 
food for agricultural and 
veterinary chemicals.

FSANZ
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Area Authority responsible in  
Australia 

Authority responsible in  
New Zealand 

Dietary supplements  Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA)* of 
Dept. of Health and Aged 
care [Therapeutic Goods Act 
1989, under complementary 
medicine category] 

Medsafe** of Ministry of 
Health [Dietary Supplements 
Regulations 1985]. Further, 
Dietary supplements 
containing ingredients from 
animals and animal products 
also need to comply with the 
Animal Products Act 1999 or 
the Food Act 2014. 

Inspection and sampling of 
imported food (including 
testing)

Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
(DAFF)  [Imported Food 
Control Act 1992]
The Imported Food 
Inspection Scheme is 
administered by DAFF.

Ministry for Primary Industries 
[Imported Food Control Act 
1992]

Assessment of Genetically 
modified (GM) organisms/
GM crops or animals 

The Office of the Gene 
Technology Regulator 
regulates genetically 
modified (GM) organisms. 
If GM crops or animals are 
to be used in food then they 
must be approved by FSANZ. 

Environmental protection 
Authority 

Pesticides, veterinary 
medicines and agricultural 
chemicals

The Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA) and MRL 
standard by FSANZ

Ministry for Primary Industries 
[Agricultural Compounds and 
Veterinary Medicines Act 1997 
and Regulations]

Monitoring incidents and 
outbreaks of foodborne 
disease which can lead to 
the detection of an unsafe 
food product or unsafe food 
practice.

Communicable Disease 
Network Australia and 
OzFoodNet

Ministry for Primary Industries 
(through its business unit, 
Food Safety New Zealand)
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Area Authority responsible in  
Australia 

Authority responsible in  
New Zealand 

Organic Food certification Organic and bio-dynamic 
goods for export must 
be certified by a DAFF 
approved certification body. 
The Australian Standard for 
Organic and biodynamic 
products (AS 6000-2015) is 
available at SAI Global. 

Ministry for Primary Industries

Labelling claims Fair trading laws and food 
laws in Australia and New 
Zealand require that labels 
do not misinform consumers 
through false, misleading or 
deceptive representations. 
In Australia, this legislation 
includes the Australian 
Consumer Law (ACL) 
contained in the Competition 
and Consumer Act 2010, 
and state and territory Fair 
Trading Acts and Food Acts. 
In Australia, the Australian 
Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) 
enforces the Competition 
and Consumer Act 2010. 

*In case of low risk medicine, TGA neither evaluate the evidence of product efficacy before 
the product goes on the market, nor examine the final product and its label. However, it will 
be reviewed as part of targeted and random surveillance of products on the market. If a TGA 
review finds that a firm does not hold sufficient evidence of their product’s efficacy, or non-
compliance such as inappropriate or inaccurate labels, lead to cancellation of their license to 
supply the product in Australia. 

** There is no pre-approval process for dietary supplements in New Zealand. It is the 
responsibility of the firm to ensure the product is made to an acceptable quality, is safe to use 
and complies with the law. 
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Imported Food testing facilities in 
Australia: DAFF may appoint private and 
government laboratories as analysts under 
Section 34 of the Imported Food Control Act 
1992 (the Act) to test samples of imported 
food under the  Imported Food Inspection 
Scheme (IFIS). Please find the details of 
laboratory and Book a laboratory for food 
testing - DAFF (agriculture.gov.au) using link 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-
trade/impor t/goods/food/inspection-
testing/book-lab 

The appointed analyst must hold current 
National Association of Testing Authorities 
(NATA) accreditation for the tests they will 
conduct on imported food under the IFIS. 
They must comply with all the Conditions 

of Appointment, covering infrequent 
tests, sample retesting and the reporting 
requirements for samples subject to 
biosecurity control. They must also have the 
ability to report results directly through an 
electronically interface system.

Testing laboratory system in New Zealand:  
Details of New Zealand’s recognized 
laboratories and two Government 
laboratories may be seen at https://www.
mpi.govt.nz/science/laboratories/  

Food Exported from Australia : The 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
the Forestry controls exports of agricultural 
products. This assures our trading partners 
that Australian agricultural products meet 
import requirements. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Australia
Level 4, 15 Lancaster Place, Majura ​ACT 2609 
Phone: +61 2 6271 2222

New Zealand
Level 3, 154 Featherston Street, 
Wellington Central WELLINGTON 6011
Phone: +64 4 978 5630

Ministry of Primary Industries 
website: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/contact-us/ 
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Imported Food 
Australia: Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry. For Enquiries: 
foodimp@agriculture.gov.au 
Food Exported from Australia : 
For enquiries Email: Exports@agriculture.gov.au 

Codex Contact Point

Australia 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 2 6271 6682 
E-mail: Codex.Contact@agriculture.gov.au

New Zealand 
Ministry for Primary Industries 
Charles Fergusson Building, 34-38 Bowen St, Pipitea 
PO Box 2526, Wellington 6140 
New Zealand
Tel: +64 4 894 2576 
E-mail: codexnz@mpi.govt.nz 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point

Australia 
Australian Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry, GPO Box 858 
Canberra City, ACT 2601
Email: sps.contact@agriculture.gov.au 
Phone: +(61 2) 6272 3933 

New Zealand 
SPS Contact Point Manager  
Charles Fergusson Building, 34-38 Bowen St, Pipitea 
PO Box 2526, Wellington 6140
Email: newzealand.sps@mpi.govt.nz 
Phone: +(64 4) 894 0431 
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point

Australia 
WTO TBT Enquiry Point  
Office of Global Trade Negotiations  
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Canberra A.C.T, Canberra 0221
Email: tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au 
Phone: Tel: + (61 2) 6261 1111

New Zealand 
Standards New Zealand 
Level 2, 15 Stout Street, Wellington 6011;  
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140
Email: wto@standards.govt.nz 
Phone: +(64) (4) 89 65126

OIE/WOAH 

Australia: 
Dr Mark Schipp, Australian Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Australia’s Delegate to the WOAH, 
Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, 
GPO Box 858, Canberra City, ACT 2601
Email: OIEAustralia@agriculture.gov.au

New Zealand: 
Dr. Tony Zohrab, Chief Market Access Officer, 
New Zealand’s Delegate to the WOAH, 
Policy and Trade Branch, 
Ministry of primary industries 

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards
FSANZ - https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code: 
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/code/Pages/default.aspx
Imported Food Control Act 1992: 
Federal Register of Legislation - Australian Government
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Imported Food Control Order 2019 - 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C01098
Imported Food Control Amendment (Risk Foods) Order 2020 - 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2022C00008
Imported Food Control Regulations 2019- 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2019L01006
Biosecurity Act 2015 - 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2020C00127
Country of Origin Food Labelling Information Standard 2016 – 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2016L00528
Biosecurity Import Conditions system (BICON) - 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/online-services/bicon
Export Control Act 2020: 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2020A00012
New Zealand’s main food laws - 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/legal/legislation-standards-and-reviews/food-safety-legislation/ 
Details of Food enforcement agencies - 
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/about/foodenforcementcontacts/Pages/default.aspx 
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Food Safety has been crucial for the 
Government of Bangladesh to reduce food 
borne outbreaks.  For improving food safety, 
number of Ministries like Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Ministry of 
Food and Disaster Management, Ministry 
of Industry, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry 
of Fisheries and Livestock, departments 
and agencies are actively involved, working 
effectively for food safety & quality control. 
The Food Safety Act 2013 is in place to 
strengthen food safety.

The Food Safety Act, 2013: An Act to make 
provisions for the establishment of an efficient 
and effective authority and for regulating, 
through coordination, the activities relating 
to food production, import, processing, 

stock, supply, marketing and sales, so as to 
ensure the rights toward access to safe food 
through appropriate application of scientific 
process, upon repealing and re-enacting the 
existing laws connected thereto. Whereas it is 
necessary to ensure the rights toward access 
to safe food for the protection of human 
health and life; and Whereas it is necessary 
to make provisions for the establishment 
of an efficient and effective authority and 
for regulating, through coordination, the 
activities relating to food production, import, 
processing, stock, supply, marketing and 
sales, so as to ensure the rights toward access 
to safe food through appropriate application 
of scientific process, upon repealing and re-
enacting the existing law connected thereto;

Bangladesh

Ministry of Food and 
Disaster Management

Bangladesh Food Safety 
Authority (BFSA) formed under 

the Food Safety Act 2013

Ministry of Industry

Bangladesh Standards and 
Testing Institution (BSTI)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Bangladesh Food Safety Authority (BFSA): 

BFSA formed under the Food Safety Act 2013.  

The Authority works under the Ministry of 

Food and regulates through coordination, 

the activities relating to food production, 

import, processing, stockpiling, supplying, 

marketing and sales as well as to ensure the 

people’s right toward access to safe food.  It 

regulates all foods including raw, fresh in the 

country. It facilitates entities/ organisations 

directly involved in updating and upgrading 

the food safety standards or guidelines; in 
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determining permissible limits at its highest 
safe level for use of contaminants and residue, 
additives or preservatives; in determining 
permissible limits of radiation in food; in 
formulating and implementing accreditation 
policies; in formulating procedural guidelines 
for accrediting food testing laboratories and 
requesting the government to increase the 
capacity of safe food controlling agencies 
and organisations.

Bangladesh Standards and Testing 
Institution (BSTI): The institute under the 
Ministry of Industries constituted for the 
purpose of controlling the standard of service 
and quality of the goods. The only National 
Standards body of Bangladesh develops 
and Promote industrial Standardization, i.e. 
metrology, testing and quality control in 
the industrial spheres. BSTI’s functions are 
to formulate national standards on food, 

agricultural products & industrial products 
and assure quality of 80 mandatory packed 
food items. Also, it acts as NCCP.

BSTI invites BFSA during food standards 
technical committee meeting and take 
comments. On the other hand, BFSA invites 
and involve BSTI for deciding on preparing 
new food laws, rules. 

There are six regional offices and districts 
level offices of BSTI working for food safety.

Food testing Facilities

There are BSTI testing laboratories; Institute 
of Public Health Laboratory, Institute of Food 
Science and Technology, BCSIR Laboratories; 
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission 
Laboratory; Institute of Nutrition and Food 
Science, University of Dhaka Labs, Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Institute Labs etc. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

1Bangladesh Food Safety Authority (BFSA):
Md. Abdul KayowmSarker
Chairman
BSL Office Complex (Beside Hotel InterContinental Dhaka), Bhaban 2, (Level 4,5,6),
119 KaziNazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1000
Phone: +8802-222223459
Email: info@bfsa.gov.bd
Web link: http://www.bfsa.gov.bd/

Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI):
Mr. Md. AbdusSattar
Director General (Grade-1)
MaanBhaban, 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208
Tel : 55030054, 55030063, 55030069, 55030080, 55030076, 55030083, 55030113
Fax : 55030092, E-mail : dg@bsti.gov.bd, bsti@bangla.net
Web link : www.bsti.gov.bd
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Codex Contact Point
Mr. Md. AbdusSattar
Director General (Grade-1)
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI)
116/A Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka-1208
Bangladesh
Tel: +88 02 55030054
E-mail: dg@bsti.gov.bd
Website: http://www.bsti.gov.bd

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Director, WTO Cell
Ministry of Commerce
Room: 237, Building: 3, Bangladesh Secretariat
Dhaka
Tel: +88 02 9549195
Email: directorl.wto@mincom.gov.bd

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Bangladesh WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
MaanBhaban
116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka
1208
Tel: +(88) 02 8870278
 Website: http://bsti.gov.bd/wto.html

OIE/WOAH
Mr AbulHasnatMdShadat Hossain Upazila
Livestock Officer (L/R) 
Animal Health & Admin Section , Department of Livestock Services 
KrishiKhamarSarak, ejgaon, Dhaka-1215
Tel:+01715247398
Email : sharifdls@gmail.com
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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 and national 
food laws are the central legal foundation 
for food legislation in Belgium. Infringement 
of food regulations can lead to measures 
under criminal law and consumer damage 
claims under civil law, whereby the final 
decision rests with the courts.  In Belgium, 

several independent organisations are 
involved in the risk assessment of food 
and feed safety.  However, there is no strict 
institutional separation of risk assessment 
and risk management. Risk assessments are 
published on the Internet unless there are 
statutory provisions that prohibit it.

Belgium

SCIENSANO FPSH

Advisory 
Commission for 

Plant Preparations
5 scientific 

directorates, including 
several NRLs and 

EURLs

FASFC

Subordinate 
local FASFC 

control units

BSHC
BBAC

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Authorities
Federal Public Service for Health, Food 
Chain Safety and Environment (FPSH)

The Federal Public Service for Health (FPSH) is 
the federal authority responsible for policy and 
legislation in the area of food and feed safety, 
including novel foods, food supplements, 
chemical and microbiological contaminants,  
additives, enzymes, flavourings, processing 
aids, allergens, labelling and claims, dietetic 
products and  food for special groups, food 
contact materials, bottled water, water 
used by food business operators, zoonoses, 

plant protection products and the residues, 
fertilizers, genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) and veterinary medicinal products.

The regulatory authority for veterinary 
medicinal products is the Federal Agency 
for Medicines and Health Products 
(FAMHP), which is the competent authority 
responsible for the supervision of the quality, 
safety and efficacy of medicines for human 
and veterinary use (including homeopathic 
medicines, herbal medicines, pharmacy-
made and official preparations), of medical 
devices and accessories as well as raw 
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materials for the preparation and production 
of medicines.

The FPSH is responsible for defining policy, 
drafting legislation, and authorizing products 
prior to marketing in the area of food and 
feed safety.  According to the General Food 
Law, the tasks of the FPSH are based on risk 
analyses. Risk assessments and scientific 
opinions are carried out by the FPSH, 
Sciensano or the Belgian Superior Health 
Council (BSHC), depending on the topics. The 
BSHC acts as a link between government and 
the scientific world in the field of nutrition 
and food safety.

The tasks and missions of the FPSH are also 
supported by stakeholder consultative 
platforms. The FPSH follows an integrated 
and interconnected approach to health 
protection that is based on the “One Health” 
concept.

Other institutions provide the FPSH with 
scientific opinions on food safety: the Belgian 
Biosafety Advisory Council (BBAC), the 
Advisory Commission for Plant Preparations 
and, in specific cases, the Scientific Committee 
established at the Federal Agency for the 
Safety of the Food Chain (FAFSC), as well as 
external academic departments.

The FPSH provides funding for scientific 
research in the area of food safety, animal 
health and plant health. There are yearly calls 
for project proposals, with both a bottom up 
(“free research”) and top-down (“targeted 
research”) approach.

The areas of missions and tasks of the FPSH 
extend beyond food safety, including to 

nutrition policy, breast feeding policy, 
animal health, plant health, the environment, 
cosmetics, biocides, REACH, antibiotic 
resistance, tobacco, alcohol, human health, 
and others.

Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food 
Chain (FASFC)

The Federal Agency for the Safety of the 
Food Chain (FASFC) is the federal executive 
agency responsible for official controls and 
inspections as well as for the definition 
and enforcement of operational legislation 
related to official control of the food chain 
(from farm to fork). The agency carries out 
official controls of food, feed and its raw 
materials at all stages of the feed and food 
chain, including production, processing, 
storage, transport, trade, and import and 
export of food and its raw materials. The FASFC 
oversees all official controls on the basis 
of multi-annual national control plans. In 
addition, it is also responsible for the control 
of animal health and plant health.

To fulfill its tasks, the FASFC is supported by 
two committees. The Advisory Committee 
includes all FASFC stakeholders and provides 
opinions on risk management matters.  The 
Scientific Committee is responsible for 
independent risk assessments and provides 
scientific opinions on risks affecting the 
safety of the food chain in connection with 
the competencies of the FASFC.

The Belgian Health Research Institute 
(SCIENSANO)

Science and health are central to Sciensano’s 
mission. Our strength and uniqueness lie 
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within the holistic and multidisciplinary 
approach to health. More particularly, 
we focus on the close and indissoluble 
interconnection between human and animal 
health and their environment (the “One 
Health” concept). By combining different 
research perspectives within this framework, 
Sciensano contributes in a unique way to 
everybody’s health.  Sciensano provides 
evidence-based scientific and technical 
support to the competent authorities 
(FPSH and FASFC) as well as to professional 
organisations and front-line laboratories. The 
institute hosts several NRLs and EURLs.

In the context of EFSA’s remits, Sciensano 
focuses on food consumption and food 
safety, (human and animal) health and 
disease monitoring, and on the link between 
health and the environment (e.g. pesticides).

Using food consumption surveys, Sciensano 
analyses citizens’ nutritional habits. 
Sciensano also identify pathogens in food 
(and human infections caused by food 
pathogens) and keeps an eye on GMOs, food 
contaminants, residues (pesticides, heavy 
metals, etc.), food contact materials, additives 
and nanomaterials, for which Sciensano also 

assesses the risks. In terms of animal health, 
Sciensano is involved in a broad range of 
activities (e.g. epizootic diseases, emerging 
diseases that pose a major socioeconomic 
risk, but also diseases whose impact is solely 
economic, such as foot-and-mouth disease). 
Furthermore, Sciensano also addresses 
important transversal problems such as 
antimicrobial resistance and zoonoses.

Regional and local levels

The regional and local levels of the Belgian 
Federal State consist of three regions, 10 
provinces and 589 districts. Local FASFC 
control units are responsible for conducting 
food inspections. The central FASFC unit 
is responsible for coordinating food 
inspections. The monitoring of drinking 
water is the responsibility of the regional 
authorities.

Food testing facilities:

Federal Agency for the safety of the food 
chain (FASFC) is the Food Safety authority 
for imports in Belgium. The lists of approved 
food testing laboratories in Belgium are as 
under.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

The following websites may be referred for the contact details of various Food authorities:
http://www.health.belgium.be
http://www.afsca.be/home-en 
http://www.favv-afsca.fgov.be/scientificcommittee/
http://www.sciensano.be

Codex Contact Point
Comité belge du Codex Alimentarius, 
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la Chaîne alimentaire et environnement, Service Denrées 
alimentaries, Alimentation animale et autres produits de consommation, 
Place Victor Horta 40/10,1060 Bruxelles
Tel: +32.2.5247351 
E-mail: codex.be@health.fgov.be 
Website: http://www.health.belgium.be 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Federal Public Service Public health, Safety of the food chain, Environment 
Place Victor Hortha 40 bus 10 
1060 Bruxelles
Email: spsbelg@health.fgov.bePhone: +(322) 524 73 20 
Website: http://www.health.belgium.bel

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
BELNOTIF 
Federal Public Service Economy, SMEs, Self-Employed and Energy (FPS Economy) 
Directorate-General for Quality and Safety 
North Gate III 
Boulevard du Roi Albert II, 16 
Brussels 
B-1000
Email: be.belnotif@economie.fgov.be 
Phone: +(32 2) 277 85 11 
Website: https://economie.fgov.be/en
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OIE/WOAH 
Dr Herman Claeys
Deputy CVO
Head of Health Policy, Animals and Plants Unit
Directorate-general Animals, Plants and Food
SPF Public Health, Safety of the Food Chain and Environment
Place Victor Horta 40 Bte 10
1060 Bruxelles
BELGIUM

OIE Sub-Regional Representation in Brussels
Food Safety Center K05/120210
Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 55
1000 Bruxelles, BELGIUM
Tel. +32 2 211 83 41/65
E-mail: rsr.bruxelles@oie.int

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
Federal Public Service for Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment (FPSH)
http://www.health.belgium.be

Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC)
http://www.afsca.be/home-en 
http://www.favv-afsca.fgov.be/scientificcommittee/

The Belgian Health Research Institute (SCIENSANO)
http://www.sciensano.be
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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In Benin, Agence Béninoise de Régulation 
et d’Enregistrement des Produits (ABREP) 
established under Ministry of Health is the 
National Regulatory Body responsible for the 
regulation of food, drugs, food supplements, 

herbal and homeopathic medicines, 
veterinary medicines, cosmetics, medical 
devices, household chemical substances, 
tobacco and tobacco products and the 
conduct of clinical trials protocols.

Benin

Ministry of Health

Agence Béninoise de Régulation et d’Enregistrement des 
Produits (ABREP)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

In Benin, no Food products are allowed 
be manufactured, imported, exported, 
advertised, sold, distributed or used, unless 
it has been registered in accordance with 
the provisions of ABREP -2020, and other 
related Legislations and the accompanying 
Guidelines.

ABREP ensure adequate and effective 
standards for food; Advise the Minister on 
measures for the protection of the health 
of consumers and effective Regulations for 
the implementation; Monitor through the 
District Assemblies and any other agency of 
State compliance; Approve the initiation and 
conduct of clinical trials in the country and 
perform any other functions that are ancillary 
to attaining the objects of the Agency 
(such as checking to prevent any possible 
manipulation of registered / unregistered 

products by Importers / Exporters).

The Application for the registration of all 
imported Food products in Benin shall be 
made by either the foreign manufacturer or 
the authorized foreign merchant exporter 
through ABREP accredited legal agent. 
The registration involve process such as 
Documentations, Screening of application, 
GMP inspection of the production facility 
and laboratory analysis of product (where 
applicable), review in Product Approval 
meeting, Issuance of electronic Certificate of 
Product Registration. However, registration 
of a product does not automatically confer 
Advertising Permit. A separate application 
and subsequent approval by ABREP shall be 
required if the product is to be advertised. 
The detailed process is as follows:  

a)	 The major documents need to 
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submitted for review as part of 
application includes power of attorney 
for legal agent; agreements such as 
contract manufacturing agreement; 
certificate of manufacture and free sale; 
product Labels/artwork (containing at 
least Name/address of manufacturer, 
Ingredients and amount of constituents 
present, Direction for storage, Date of 
manufacture, Batch number, Date of 
expiry or Best Before date); Letter of 
Invitation to inspect the factory for Good 
Manufacturing Practice (GMP); and 
Comprehensive Certificate of Analysis.

b)	 Upon successful screening of 
documentation and review of supporting 

documents, an electronic import permit 
is issued after which products are 
submitted for laboratory analysis. After 
satisfactory Documentation review, GMP 
inspection of the production facility and 
laboratory analysis of product (where 
applicable), products are presented 
for the ABREP Approval Meetings. A 
three-member approval committee will 
review the product’s analysis results for 
approval.

c)	 After the Product Approval meeting, 
an electronic Certificate of Product 
Registration with a validity period of five 
(5) years is issued to the Applicant. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Director-General (ABREP), 
Agence Béninoise de Régulation et d’Enregistrement des Produits (ABREP),
Ministere de la Sante, Cotonou, 
Republique du Benin. 
Email: info@santegouvbj.com 
Website: https://www.santegouvbj.com/food 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Secrétariat Permanent du Comité National du Codex Alimentarius, Service de la Qualité, 
des Analyses et de la Législation Alimentaires, Direction de l'Alimentation et de la Nutrition 
Appliquée (DANA), Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Peche, B.P. No. 295, Porto 
Novo
Tel: +229 20 24 57 91 
E-mail: maepdana@ymail.com
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Monsieur Noël Koffi KPOAHOUN  
Chef du Service de la Protection des Végétaux et du Contrôle Phytosanitaire (SPVCP)  
Organisation Nationale de la Protection des Végétaux (ONPV)
Email: kofinoel@yahoo.fr 
spv.benin@yahoo.fr 
Phone: +(229) 9761 2135 +(229) 6612 8895

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Trade and Tourism, Cotonou P.O.B 2037	
Phone: +(229) 31 52 67; +(229) 31 54 02

OIE/WOAH [https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/] 
Dr Yao Akpo, Directeur de l’Elevage, Ministère de l’Agriculture, de l’Elevage et de la Pêche
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The erstwhile Bhutan Agriculture and Food 
Regulatory Authority (BAFRA) under the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests has been 
reorganized as the Bhutan Food and Drug 
Authority (BFDA) under the Ministry of 

Health, since 30 December 2022. The BFDA 
has been established with the merger of 
erstwhile BAFRA, Drug Regulatory Authority 
(DRA) and Bhutan Narcotic Control Agency 
(BNCA) and the organogram is given below:

Bhutan
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Bhutan Food and Drug 
Authority (BFDA), Ministry of 
Health

BFDA under the Ministry of Health is 
mandated to safeguard the health and lives 
of plants, animals, humans and environment 
from exotic pests and diseases and ensure 
safe food for the consumers through science-
based approaches. It implements biosecurity 
and food safety measures that are technically 
backed by inspection, sampling, testing and 
certification. 

Food Quality and Safety 
Division (FQSD)

With the aim to promote safe and quality 
food, the FQSD primarily implements the 
Food Act of Bhutan, 2005 and its secondary 
and tertiary regulations which applies to all 
stages of production, processing, transport, 
storage, distribution, preparation and trade 
comprising domestic trade, import and 
export of food. Further, it implements the 
Biosafety Act of Bhutan, 2015 to protect 
the health of humans, animals and the 
environment from the unintended effects of 
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs).

The Division implements various food safety 
measures to enhance confidence in the 
national food control system. It is a food 
safety legal requirement for all food business 
operators to be licensed for food safety as per 
BFDA’s GHP/GMP Criteria, which is based on 
the Codex General Principles of Food Hygiene. 
The Food Business Licensing Process carried 
out by BFDA is aligned to the requirements 
of ISO/IEC 17020:2012(Conformity assessment 
– Requirements for the operation of various 

types of bodies performing inspection). 
Further, BFDA carries out licensing of food 
handlers after successful completion of 
health interview and check-up, basic training 
on food hygiene and safety, evaluation 
and signing an undertaking that the food 
handler and all those involved under his/
her supervision will avoid themselves from 
handling food under certain conditions of 
illness.

All food businesses are registered with BFDA 
for proper coordination of surveillance 
activities. Surveillance inspections are 
planned by respective field offices on a risk-
based approach. 

Plant and Animal Biosecurity 
Division (PABD)

The PABD implement effective biosecurity 
measures to protect the agriculture farming 
system including animal health, and public 
health from risks of entry, establishment and 
spread of exotic and/or notifiable pests and 
diseases. The Plant and Animal Quarantine 
Offices at the points of entryserves as a 
first line of defense to prevent the entry, 
establishment and spread of such pests and 
diseases into the country. 

Import of plants/animals and their products 
are regulated and allowed entry into the 
country after obtaining prior approval and 
permits from BFDA.  At arrival at the point of 
entry, the consignment intended for import 
must be accompanied with a Phytosanitary 
Certificate for plant /plant products 
consignment and Zoo-sanitary Certificate for 
animal/animal products consignment) along 
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with export certification (Phytosanitary 
Certificate/Export Certificate/Clearance for 
Plant and Plant Products, Export Certificate 
for Food Products, Veterinary Health 
Certificate/Zoo-sanitary Certificates for 
Animal/Products, GMO Export Certificate/
GMO free Certificate). The import documents 
are verified by the authorized personnel at 
the integrated checkpost and allowed entry 
for further inspections by BFDA to screen 
biosecurity aspects which is risk-based. 

Laboratory Services

The National Food Testing Laboratory (NFTL) 
at Yusipang, Thimphu provides food testing 
services to the regulators, food businesses 
and the general public, with the following 
testing facilities:

1)	 Biological testing (microbiological 
testing and GMO/LMO testing)

2)	 Chemical testing (contaminants, 
residues and nutrition)

Further, in an effort to be at internationally 
acceptable level of competence, to ensure 
compliance with the quality system and 
to gain customer confidence in the Test 
Reports issued, NFTL is accredited for ISO/
IEC 17025:2017  (Conformity assessment - 
General Requirements for the Competence of 

Testing and Calibration Laboratories)  by the 
National Accreditation Board for Testing 
and Calibration Laboratories (NABL), India. 
NFTL is recognized by the Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India for analysis of 
samples under the Food Safety and Standards 
Regulations of India, 2011. 

Certification Services

In order to support the farmers, industries 
and commerce in Bhutan for market access 
and trade facilitation, the Certification unit 
provides third-party certification services 
for food and agricultural productsbased 
on ISO/IEC 17065 (Conformity assessment - 
Requirements for bodies certifying products, 
processes and services) and currently operates 
the following certification schemes: 

1)	 Food product certification scheme
2)	O rganic certification scheme
3)	 Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) 

certification scheme

Further, with the aim to enhance confidence 
in the certification body through consistency 
in the operation of certification activities, 
the Certification unit is accredited to ISO/
IEC 17065:2012 since 19 March 2018 by the 
National Accreditation Board for Certification 
Bodies (NABCB), India. 
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Bhutan Food and Drug Authority 
Ms. GyemBidha
Offtg. Director
Bhutan Food and Drug Authority 
Ministry of Health
Royal Government of Bhutan
Email: gbidha@bfda.gov.bt
Website: https://www.bafra.gov.bt/

National Codex Contact Point
Ms. GyemBidha
Offtg. Director, 
Bhutan Food and Drug Authority, 
Ministry of Health, 
Post Box No. 1071, Thimphu, Bhutan
Email:bhutancodex@gmail.com

IPPC Official Contact Point
Ms. GyemBidha
Offtg. Director
Bhutan Food and Drug Authority  
Ministry of Health 
Royal Government of Bhutan
Post Box No. 1071, Thimphu, Bhutan
Email: ippcbhutan@gmail.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
Dr. Chador Wangdi
Bhutan Food and Drug Authority  
Ministry of Health 
Royal Government of Bhutan
Post Box No. 1071, Thimphu, Bhutan
Email: cwangdi@bfda.gov.bt

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point 
Tek Bdr. Chettri
Bhutan Standards Bureau
Ministry of Industry, Commerce and 
Employment
Royal Government of Bhutan
Rijug Lam, Thimphu (11001), Bhutan
Email: tbchhetri@bsb.gov.bt

OIE/WOAH National Contact Point 
Dr.TashiYangzome Dorji
Director
Department of Livestock
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
Royal Government of Bhutan
Post Box No.113, Thimphu, Bhutan
Email: tyangzome@moal.gov.bt
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The Food Safety Law (Official Gazette B&H, No. 

54/04) is the central legal foundation for food 

safety in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH). This 

act transposes Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002. 

Infringement of food regulations can lead to 

measures under criminal law and consumer 

damage claims under civil law, however the 

final decision rests with the courts.

The ‘Hygiene Packet’ is transposed in BiH 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH)
law with four rulebooks which define the 

responsibilities of individual institutions in 

BiH, and entity and cantons involved in the 

food safety chain.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, there is 

procedural separation of risk assessment and 

risk management. Risk assessments are not 

published on the Internet.

FSABiH MoFTER

Ministries and subordinate public authorities at the entity and cantons level

PHPABiHVOBiH

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Authorities:

Food Safety Agency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (FSA BiH)

The Food Safety Agency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (FSA BiH), in collaboration 
with competent authority of the entity and 
Brčko distrikt BiH, is responsible for drafting 
legislation in the area of food and feed safety, 
quality and hygiene. 

The FSA BiH is an independent and science-
based authority and provides scientific and 
technical support on all matters with regard 
to food and feed safety. It is responsible 
for risk assessments in this area and the 

communication of results of risk assessments.

The Food Safety Agency of BiH is the contact 
point for the DG SANTE EU RASFF system, 
the INFOSAN network and the Codex 
Alimentarius pursuant to the provisions of the 
Food Law (Official Gazette of BiH, No. 50/04). 
The FSA BiH works in close communication 
and cooperation with several national 
institutions at all levels.

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(MoFTER)

At the central level, two institutions 
within the Ministry of Foreign Trade and 
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Economic Relations (MoFTER), the Veterinary 
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina (VO) 
and the Administration of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina for Plant Health Protection 
BiH, have responsibilities related to food 
safety, animal health/welfare and plant 
protection. The Department for Agriculture,  
Food, Forestry and Rural Development 
within the MoFTER is responsible for the 
coordination and oversight of the relevant 
state agencies.

Veterinary Office of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (VO BiH)

The Veterinary Office of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (VO BiH) is the subordinate 
specialist authority within the MoFTER 
tasked with animal health and welfare, 
veterinary public health, veterinary 
medicines, ensuring a system for risk 
management in the production and 
circulation of food of animal origin and, in 
accordance with the competent authority of 
the entity and Brčko District, prepares draft  
legislation in the area of animal health, 
welfare and feed, and veterinary public 
health.

The VO BiH monitors and controls animal 
welfare, including zoonosis. The Veterinary 
Border Inspection Department is an integral 
part of the VO BiH and is in charge of official 
controls of food animal origin and animal 
feed at the border. The VO BiH is responsible 
for the cooperation and coordination with 
the veterinary authorities of other countries 
in terms of international certification.

Administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

for Plant Health Protection (PHPA BiH)

The Administration of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina for Plant Health Protection 
(PHPA BiH) was established as a separate 
administrative organisation within the 
MoFTER to determine policy in the area 
of plant health protection, develop draft 
regulations and ensure the protection of 
plant health in the entire BiH territory. The 
PHPA BiH is an independent administrative 
organization within the MoFTER of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and represents a National 
Organization for Plant Protection in 
accordance with the International Plant 
Protection Convention (IPPC).

The PHPA BiH is responsible for plant health 
protection in Bosnia and Herzegovina as well 
as for information exchange/ cooperation 
with international organisations dealing with 
phytosanitary matters such as IPPC/FAO, 
EPPO, WTO/SPS, UPOV, OECD, ISTA, etc. The 
PHPA performs administrative and related 
technical tasks in line with the Law on Plant 
Health Protection. It is also responsible for 
the controls regarding plant protection 
products, their residues, and registered 
suppliers / users.

Phytosanitary inspectors carry out obligatory 
controls on consignments of plants, 
plant products and regulated objects in 
accordance with Annex I part B (I) at border 
crossings (Border Inspection Posts, BIPs) in 
order to determine the presence of harmful 
organisms or compliance with phytosanitary 
regulations, and also conduct phytosanitary 
inspections of plants, plant products and 
regulated objects in the interior (where 
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the plants are produced, processed, stored, 
transported, distributed or otherwise used).

Regional and local levels

Bosnia and Herzegovina consists of 
two entities, the Republic of Srpska and 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
the Brčko District. Entities have a high level 
of responsibility in the area of agriculture 
policy, food and feed policy, and quality 
and official controls. Each governmental 
level of BiH (entity/district, canton and 
municipality) has an administration for food 
safety, animal health/welfare and plant 
health. Official controls on food of non-
animal origin at border crossings and food 
and feed in the internal market are carried 
out by the inspectorates of the entities and 
the inspectorate of the Brčko District of BiH 
as follows:

1.	 Republic of Srpska – Administration for 
Inspection Affairs of Republic of Srpska 

2.	 Federation of BiH – Federal Department 
for Inspection Affairs – sanitary and 
market inspection service, and cantonal 
inspectionservice

3.	 Brčko District of BiH – sanitary and 
market inspection service.

Institutions of the Government of Republic 
of Srpska involved in the drafting and 
implementation of legislation on food and 
feed safety, agriculture policy are as follows:

1.	 Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management of Republic of 
Srpska

2.	 Ministry of Health and Social Welfare of 
Republic of Srpska

The governmental institutions of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
involved in the drafting and implementation 
of legislation on food and feed safety, 
agriculture policy as follows:

1.	 Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
Management and Forestry of FBiH 

2.	 Ministry of Health of BiH Within the Brčko 
District, the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Water Management has 
functions that are broadly similar to 
those of the entity.

Food testing facilities

Official Laboratory

Institute for Accreditation of B&H keeps 
register of accredited conformity assessment 
bodies with data of accreditation scope and 
range. Detailed description of the scope 
of accreditation can be obtained from 
accredited conformity assessment body or 
from the Institute for Accreditation of B&H.

Official Competence

LIST OF ACCREDITED CONFORMITY 
ASSESSMENT BODIES AS OF 2019-04-23 
http://www.bata.gov.ba/Akreditirana_tijela/
List-of-accredited-bodies.pdf
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Food Safety Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Address: Kneza Viseslava bb, 88000 Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Email : agencija@fsa.gov.ba
Web site www.fsa.gov.ba
Phone: +387 36 336 950
Fax : +387 36 336 990

The Veterinary Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
www.vet.gov.ba

The Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and 
Forestry of the Entity Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
www.fmpvs.gov.ba
www.vladars.net 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management of the Entity Republika Srpska
www.bdbih.gov.ba 

The Department for Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management of Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina
www.fuzip.gov.ba

Federal Administration for Inspection Affairs 
(of the Entity Federation of Bosnia andHerzegovina) 
www.inspektorat.vladars.net

Republic Administration for Inspection Affairs (of the Entity Republika Srpska) 
Inspectorate of Brcko District of of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
www.bdbih.gov.ba 
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Codex Contact Point
FOOD SAFETY AGENCY 
Kneza Višeslava bb 
88000 Mostar 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Tel: + 387 36 336 950 
E-mail: codex.bih@fsa.gov.ba 
Website: http://www.fsa.gov.ba 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Saša Boškovič
Director Chief Veterinary Officer
Veterinary Office
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Maršala Tita 9a 71000 Sarajevo

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
https://fsa.gov.ba/en/
http://www.mvteo.gov.ba
http://www.vet.gov.ba
http://www.uzzb.gov.ba
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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Food Safety Authorities

1. 	N ational Food Control 
System (SNCA)

	 The institutions that make up the 
national food control system in Brazil are 
headed by:

1.1	 Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Supply (Map):  in charge of managing 
public policies to revitalize agriculture, 
promote agro-industry and regulate 
and standardize services related to the 
sector.  In Brazil, agroindustry includes 
small, medium and large rural producers 
and includes activities that supply goods 
and services to agriculture, agricultural 
production, processing, transformation 
and distribution of products of 
agricultural origin to the final consumer.

	 The Brazilian Corporation for 
Agricultural Research (Embrapa) 
and the National Supply Company 
(  Conab  ) are public institutions that 
operate under the coordination of the 
Ministry.  Also decentralized entities 
of the Ministry, organized in the form 
of mixed capital companies, are the 
Central Abastecimiento de Minas 
Gerais SA (Ceasa / MG), the Company 
of Warehouses and Silos of Minas 
Gerais (Casemg) and the Company 
of Entrepostos and Warehouses of 
São Paulo (Ceagesp).  In addition, the 
ministry coordinates the actions and 
policies of 28 Sectoral Chambers and 

8 Thematic Chambers related to the 
different productive sectors of the 
Brazilian agroindustry.

	 The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Supply is organized into secretariats 
and departments responsible for 
the different sectors of the national 
agroindustry.

	 Department of Plant Health and 
Agricultural Inputs (DSVIA):  The 
objective of Plant Health is to protect 
Brazilian agriculture against the entry, 
establishment and spread of pests, and 
to facilitate the safe trade of agricultural 
products.

	 Department of Animal Health and 
Livestock Supplies (DSAIP): Activities 
related to the area of ​​animal health allow 
access of animals, their products and by-
products, from Brazil in the demanding 
international market, by complying with 
sanitary requirements for export.

	 Department of inspection of products 
of plant origin (DIPOV):  Controls the 
classification of products, all plant foods 
must be classified to be marketed in the 
country, that is, there is a definition of 
each product and DIPOV verifies that the 
specifications of the product are met. 

	 Animal Products Inspection Department 
(DIPOA):  controls, classifies, and 
regulates the entry of animal products 
into Brazil.

Brazil
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1.2	 National Agency for Sanitary Surveillance 
(ANVISA): is an autonomous regulatory 
body of the Government of Brazil, which 
is directed by a collegiate Board of 
Directors, made up of five members. It is 
responsible for the sanitary control of all 
products and services subject to sanitary 
surveillance, such as medicines and food, 
national or imported, and is responsible 
for the approval, for their subsequent 
commercialization or production in the 
country, of these products.  In addition, 
together with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, it maintains surveillance at ports, 
airports and borders on issues related to 
health surveillance.

1.3	 Foreign Trade System 
(Siscomex):  Siscomex is a management 
tool created by the federal 
government.  Its function is the 
integration of registration, monitoring 
and control activities of foreign trade 
operations.  Established by Decree 
No. 660 of September 25, 1992, 
Siscomex has replaced the controls 
that were previously done on paper, 
such as declarations, stamps and even 
signatures.

2. 	F ood inspection services 

	 There is a divided inspection system 
for food of animal and plant origin, and 
another part for processed food and 
food processing facilities.

2.1.	 Department of inspection of products 
of plant origin (DIPOV) : this department 
is divided into: General Coordination of 

Plant Quality (CGCV)  is related to the 
coordination of inspections in plant 
health, and the General Coordination of 
wines and beverages (CGVB).

1.	 CGQV:  To guarantee the safety 
and quality of plant products, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Supply, through the action 
of the General Coordination of 
Plant Quality (CGQV), acts in the 
classification and certification of 
identity and quality, inspecting 
establishments that prepare, 
package and market plant products 
intended for human consumption 
or processing.

2.	 GVCB: The federal beverage 
legislation establishes throughout 
the national territory the obligation 
to register, standardize, classify, 
inspect and control the production 
and sale of beverages, with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Supply (Map) in charge of 
providing this federal public service. 
.  Control and inspection applies 
to nationally produced beverages 
and imported products, which 
must follow Brazilian identity and 
quality standards. They are the plant 
inspection services of the Federal 
Superintendencies of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Supply (SFAs) in 
the Federation dependencies 
that inspect and supervise 
establishments and products in 
the area of ​​wines and beverages, 
following the guidelines of the 



56 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

General Coordination of Wines and 
Beverages (CGVB),

2.2	D epartment of Inspection of Products 
of Plant Origin (DIPOA): 

	 Brazilian sanitary regulations oblige 
all exporters of fishery products and 
products of animal origin in general 
to register with the  Department of 
Inspection of Products of Animal Origin 
(DIPOA) of MAPA (https://www.gov.
br/agricultura/pt-br/internacional/
e s p a n o l / e x p o r t a c i o n / a n i m a l - 1 /
productos-de-origen-animal/ registro-e-
habilitacao-para-estabelecimentos).  All 
imports of products and by-products 
of animal origin subject to sanitary and 
phytosanitary requirements must be 
inspected at the port of entry. Likewise, 
the import licenses for these products 
are not automatic because they are 
subject to prior approval by DIPOA and 
generally must be processed before the 
product is shipped.

	 The DIPOA is represented in the 
Federation Units according to the 
structure of the Federal Superintendence 
of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply -     
SFA . In the SFA, the DIPOA is represented 
by the Animal Products Inspection 
Service -  SIPOA  , or by the Animal Health 
and Inspection Service -   SISA   or, by the 
Animal Supplies Inspection and Health 
Inspection Service -   SIFISA .

	 To guarantee products of animal origin 
that are not harmful to health and 
compliance with national and foreign 

legislation, DIPOA also has the Federal 
Inspection Services – SIF, working with 
each establishment registered in DIPOA.

	 The Inspection of Products of Animal 
Origin in the country is not exclusive 
to the Ministry of Agriculture.  The 
States and Municipalities have specific 
legislation on the matter. Therefore, it is 
also a commitment of DIPOA/SDA/MAPA 
to promote the integration between the 
State and Municipal Inspection Services.

	 This integration occurs through 
management actions of the  Brazilian 
System for the Inspection of Animal 
Products –    SISBIPOA (https://www.
gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/
suasa/sisbi-1)  ,  made up of the Federal 
Inspection Service – SIF, the State 
Inspection Services –    SIE    and the 
Municipal Inspection Services –  SIM  .

2.3 	 ANVISA:  All processed food products 
sold in Brazil must comply with the 
health and food safety standards 
established by Anvisa, which prohibit 
the trade in adulterated or mislabeled 
foods and regulates the additives and 
colorings that can be used.  In addition, 
it is the body responsible for the sanitary 
control of products and services, 
including the environments, processes, 
supplies and technologies related to 
them.  It exercises control of ports, 
airports, borders and customs facilities 
installed in primary and secondary areas, 
and acts on international issues related 
to health surveillance.
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	 Sanitary requirements vary according 
to the type of product, so it is 
recommended that exporters verify in 
advance those requirements applicable 
to the products of interest, as well as 
coordinate timely compliance with the 

importer to avoid complications at the 
border. The requirements can be verified 
on the Anvisa website and in the sanitary 
surveillance legislation search system on 
the following page https://www.gov.br/
anvisa/pt-br/assuntos/alimentos

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Food testing facilities:

The National Institute of Metrology, 
Quality and Technology -  Inmetro  - is 
a federal agency, linked to the Special 
Secretariat for Productivity, Employment 
and Competitiveness, of the Ministry of 
Economy.  The Institute acts as Executive 
Secretariat of the National Council for 
Metrology, Standardization and Industrial 
Quality (Concerto  ), an inter-ministerial 
collegiate body, which is the regulatory 
body of the  National System for Metrology, 
Standardization and Industrial Quality 
(Sinmetro) https://www.gov.br/inmetro/pt-
br/acesso-a-informacao/participacao-social/
sinmetro

Within the scope of its broad institutional 
mission, Inmetro aims to strengthen national 
companies, increasing their productivity 
through the adoption of mechanisms 
aimed at improving the quality and safety of 
products and services.

Among the organizations that make 
up Sinmetro  , the following can be listed as 
the main ones:

yy Conmetro and its Technical Committees 
(https://www.gov.br/inmetro/pt-br/
acesso-a-informacao/participacao-
social/conmetro)

yy inmetro
yy Accredited Certification Bodies (Quality 

Systems, Environmental Management 
Systems, Products and Personnel)

yy Accredited Inspection Bodies
yy Accredited training organizations
yy Accredited proficiency testing body

yy Accredited Laboratories – Calibrations 
and Tests – RBC/RBLE

yy Brazilian Association of Technical 
Standards – ABNT

yy State Institutes of Weights and Measures 
– IPEM

yy State Metrological Networks

Other risk assessments performed by 
Anvisa to establish maximum levels (ML) of 
contaminants in the legislation or related 
to the approbation of novel foods or food 
additives required by the food industry are 
not available for public consultation.  

Official Laboratory

Ministry of Health - Official laboratories 
related to food safety are stated by 
Decree-Law 986/1969 National Agriculture 
Laboratory (LANAGRO)

Official Competence

Official laboratories related to food safety 
are stated by Decree-Law 986/1969 (title 
2, subclaus XVI) as a specific technical 
institution of Ministry of Health or with the 
same assignments in states, counties and 
federal district, with delegated authority. 
Decree 2031/2004 defined the structure of 
SISLAB (Brazilian System of Laboratories of 
Public Health), which definition of the units 
of Brazilian Network of Health Surveillance 
Laboratories. Those laboratories are listed 
below:

INCQS: National Institute of Health Quality 
Control 
LACEN AC: Public Health Laboratory of Acre 
LACEN AL: Public Health Laboratory of 
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Alagoas 
LACEN AP: Health Public Laboratory of Amapá 
LACEN AM: Public Health Laboratory of Amazonas 
LACEN BA: Health Public Laboratory of Bahia 
LACEN CE: Health Public Laboratory of Ceará 
LACEN DF: Health Public Laboratory of Distrito Federal 
LACEN ES: Health Public Laboratory of Espírito Santo 
LACEN GO: Health Public Laboratory of Goiás 
LACEN MA: Health Public Laboratory of Maranhão 
LACEN MT: Health Public Laboratory of Mato Grosso 
LACEN MS: Health Public Laboratory of Mato Grosso do Sul 
LACEN MG: Health Public Laboratory of Minas Gerais 
LACEN PA: Health Public Laboratory of Pará 
LACEN PB: Health Public Laboratory of Paraíba 
LACEN PR: Health Public Laboratory of Paraná 
LACEN PE: Health Public Laboratory of Pernambuco 
LACEN PI: Health Public Laboratory of Piauí 
LACEN RJ: Health Public Laboratory of Rio de Janeiro 
LACEN RN: Health Public Laboratory of Rio Grande do Norte 
LACEN RS: Health Public Laboratory of Rio Grande do Sul 
LACEN RO: Public Health Laboratory of Rondônia 
LACEN RR: Public Health Laboratory of Roraima 
LACEN SC: Public Health Laboratory of Santa Catarina 
LACEN SP: Public Health Laboratory of São Paulo 
LACEN SE: Public Health Laboratory of Sergipe 
LACEN TO: Public Health Laboratory of Tocantins 
County Laboratory of Belo Horizonte 
County Laboratory of Manaus 
County Laboratory of Recife 
County Laboratory of Rio de Janeiro 
County Laboratory of São Paulo 
Analytical capability of those laboratories are available in: http://portal.anvisa.gov.br/
laboratorios-analiticos

Law 9.782/1999 created Anvisa, defined the Brazilian System of Health Surveillance (SNVS) 
and established their competencies. According this law, one of the responsibilities of Anvisa is 
coordinate the network of official laboratories (title 7, subclaus XVII)       http://www.planalto.
gov.br/ccivil_03/leis/L9782.html

MAPA has six official laboratories, designed as National Agriculture Laboratory (LANAGRO) 
involved in food safety. They are located in Porto Alegre/RS, Campinas/SP, Pedro Leopoldo/
MG, Goiânia/GO, Recife/PE and Belém/PA, all of them accredited in ISO 17025.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA),
http://www.agricultura.gov.br.
Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (Anvisa),
www.anvisa.gov.br.

Codex Contact Point:
Brazilian Codex Contact Point, 
Divisão de Agricultura e Produtos de Base - Ministério das Relações Exteriores, 
Esplanada dos Ministérios Bl. H Anexo I Sala 531, 
Brasília-DF, CEP: 70 170-900
Tel: +55 61 3340 2211 
E-mail: codexbrasil@inmetro.gov.br 
Website: 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

INFOSAN Emergency Contact Point
Anvisa has designated an INFOSAN Emergency Contact Point 
(Laila Sofia Mouawad –laila.mouawad@anvisa.gov.br) and a focal point (Adriano Marafiga – 
adriano.marafiga@anvisa.gov.br).

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point: 
SPS Notification Authority
Ministério das Relações Exteriores 
Divisão de Agricultura e Produtos de Base 
Palácio Itamaraty, Anexo I, sala 531 
70170-900 
Brasília-DF
Email: dpb@itamaraty.gov.br 
Phone: +(5561) 3411 6369/72
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SPS Enquiry Point
MPA
Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture
Secretaria de Comércio e Relações Internacionais (SCRI) 
- Secretariat of Trade and International Relations 
Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento (MAPA) 
- Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco D, 3º. andar 
Brasília-DF 70043-900
Email: sps@agro.gov.br 
Phone: +(5561) 3218 2534 
Website: www.agricultura.gov.br

Brazilian Health Surveillance Agency (ANVISA) 
- Agência Nacional de Vigilância Sanitária (ANVISA) 
Office of International Affairs 
SIA Trecho 5, Área Especial 57, Complexo ANVISA 
Bloco D, 2º Andar - NAINT. 
71205-050 
Brasília-DF
Email: rel@anvisa.gov.br 
Phone: +(5561) 3462 5402/5404/5406 
Website: www.anvisa.gov.br

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point: 
National Institute of Metrology, Quality and Technology - Inmetro 
Contact: Reinaldo Wacha 
(Head of the Brazilian TBT/WTO Enquiry Point) 

Paulo Roque Silva 
(Deputy Head of the Brazilian TBT/WTO Enquiry Point) 
Av. Nossa Sra. das Graças 
50 - Xerém, Duque de Caxias, Building 20, 4th floor, Rio de Janeiro RJ 
20261-232
Email: barreirastecnicas@inmetro.gov.br 
Phone: +(55) 21 2563-5652 
Website: http://www.inmetro.gov.br/barreirastecnicas
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•	 OIE/WOAH  
	 Dr. Eduardo de Azevedo Pedrosa Cunha
	 Diretor do Departamento de Saúde Animal
	 Ministério de Agricultura e Pecuária

•	 Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 

	 Exporters must use  Siscomex  to find out if the product of their interest is subject 
to technical regulations regulated by  Inmetro  .  Conformity assessment should be 
understood as any procedure aimed at determining that the standards set forth in a 
technical regulation or in technical quality standards are effectively met. The objective of 
the system is to generate confidence that the products or services offered comply with 
the established technical and quality standards.  According to the Brazilian authorities, 
compliance fosters fair competition, stimulates continuous quality improvement, informs 
and protects the consumer, and facilitates foreign trade.

	 In Brazil, the institution that establishes these standards is the General Accreditation 
Agency ( CGCREINMETRO ). The conformity assessment of a product can be carried out 
through five main mechanisms; Certification, Declaration of conformity by the supplier, 
Labeling, Inspection and Testing.

•	 Food labeling: The Consumer Protection Code establishes that product labeling must 
provide accurate information on product quality, quantity, composition, price, guarantee, 
expiration date, origin, and possible health risks. human.

•	 Resolution of the Collegiate Directorate (RDC) 429/2020 (http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/
legislacao#/visualizar/434473)

•	 Instrução Normativa (IN) 75/2020 (http://antigo.anvisa.gov.br/legislacao#/
visualizar/434474)

	 The Technical Regulation for the labeling of packaged products of animal origin. This 
technical regulation will be applied to any product of animal origin intended for interstate 
and international commerce.

•	 Compliance with Microbiological Standards  The required microbiological criteria of 
sanitary quality and safety must be met. The tolerances of the microorganisms present in 
the samples analyzed are described in Resolution – RDC No. 12, of January 2, 2001.

	O ther food regulations are available on the Anvisa website at the following link: ( http://
antigo.anvisa.gov.br/en_US/regulation )
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The regulations are divided into those for products that include: food, sanitizers, 
pesticides, among others (https://www.gov.br/anvisa/pt-br/english/regulation-of-
productos ) and regulations for to companies based on Good Manufacturing Practices for 
the different industries that fall under its jurisdiction ( https://www.gov.br/anvisa/pt-br/
english/regulation-of-companies )

https://www.achipia.gob.cl/iica-perfil-brasil/

https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about codex/ members/ detail/en/c/15600/
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In January 2011, the Bulgarian Parliament, 

following a political decision, established a 

new public authority by adopting the Law 

on the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency (BFSA). 

BFSA, within the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Food (MAF), is responsible for the official 

control on safety of food and feed throughout 

the food chain. Together with the agency, a 

Risk Assessment Center (RAC) was created.

Initially the RAC was established in 2011 and 

functioned within BFSA structure until 2016.

Since 01 October 2016, following another 

political decision, the Law on RACFCH was 

adopted and the center was separated from 

the agency as an independent legal entity 

under MAF. RACFCH is the main authority in 

Bulgaria engaged in risk assessment and risk 

communication related to the food chain. Its 

risk assessments and scientific opinions are 

published on the Internet unless there are 

statutory provisions that prohibit it.

h t t p s : / / c o r h v . g o v e r n m e n t . b g /

administration--c-51

MAF is responsible for agricultural policy 

along the food chain. It prepares draft 

legislation related to animal health, food 

and feed safety and is responsible for 

implementing official controls of animal 

health, food and feed.

Bulgaria

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

MH

Food Authorities:

Ministry of Agriculture and Food  (MAF)

Within the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
(MAF), the Agro-Food Chain Policy Directorate 
is responsible for the development, 
coordination and implementation of the 

state policy in the fields of quality and safety 
of food and feed, animal health, plant health 
and plant reproductive material, and border 
control on food chain safety. 

The Directorate is responsible for 
preparations and is involved in the 
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development and coordination of draft 
legislative acts in the respective fields, 
coordination of control authorities within 
the Ministry, and in the coordination and 
preparation of a single multiannual national 
control plan in implementation of Regulation 
(EU) 2017/625. It also coordinates activities of 
the Ministry with the Ministry of Health, other 
agencies and branch organisations in the 
context of the quality and safety of food and 
feed, animal health, plant health and plant 
reproductive material, and border control 
along the food chain, and also coordinates 
activities between the Ministry and Bulgarian 
Food Safety Agency (BFSA). The Agro-Food 
Chain Policy Directorate is also responsible 
for market authorisation of genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs). It also serves 
as the national contact point in the Republic 
of Bulgaria for the following systems: Rapid 
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF), 
Administrative Assistance and Cooperation 
System (AAC), Food Fraud Network, the 
integrated computerised veterinary 
system called TRACES (Trade Control and 
Expert System), Plant Protection Products 
Application Management System (PPPAMS) 
of the European Commission, International 
Food Safety Authorities Network (INFOSAN), 
and maintains their functioning.

Ministry of Health (MH)

The Ministry of Health (MH) is responsible for 
health policy and safety of bottled natural 
mineral, spring and table water (Directive 
98/83/EC) and the investigation of food 
borne outbreaks. In the area of food safety, 
MH is involved in drafting

EU horizontal legislation and is responsible 
for the harmonisation of that legislation into 
national provisions as well as the coordination 
of inspection of control activities, which are 
carried out by Regional Health Inspectorates. 
The national centres of public health under 
MH conduct risk assessment on issues related 
to human health.

The portfolio of MH encompasses, amongst 
other things, novel foods, baby food, foods 
for special medical purposes, health claims, 
food supplements, GMOs, contaminants and 
residues of plant protection products and 
food contact materials.

Two National Reference Laboratories are 
attached to the MH pursuant to Regulation 
(EC) No. 882/2004 for GMOs and for food 
contact materials.

Ministry of Environment and Water 
(MOEW)

The Ministry of Environment and Water 
(MOEW) deals with environmental policy and 
the management and protection of water.

Bulgarian Food Safety Agency (BFSA)

BFSA is the competent government authority 
responsible for official controls in Bulgaria 
with respect to phytosanitary issues, plant 
protection products and fertilisers, veterinary 
activities, animal health and welfare, animal 
by-products not intended for human 
consumption, feedstuff, raw materials and 
foodstuff, with the exception of bottled 
natural mineral, spring and table water, 
materials and articles intended for contact 
with food, and the quality compliance of 
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fresh fruits and vegetables with the European 
Commission standards for placing on the 
market. BFSA comprises 17 (seventeen)/
directorates, which are aligned with the 
abovementioned activities.

The agency’s central office is in Sofia. It also 
has 28 Regional Food Safety Directorates 
distributed across the country.They are 
responsible for the implementation of the 
official controls at regional level.Each RFSD 
is managed by Director responsible for the 
implementation of the official controls in the 
region.

Risk Assessment Center on Food Chain 
(RACFCH)

The Risk Assessment Center on Food Chain 
(RACFCH) was created by the adoption of the 
Law on RACFCH and its Code of Organisation 
in 2016. It is managed by a director and 
assistedby an Advisory Board (on which 
MAFF and MH are represented).  RACFCH is an 
independent legal entity within the structure 
of MAFF, a second level budget unit to the 
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. 

RACFCH provides independent scientific 
assessments of risks related to food safety, 
human health, animal health and welfare, 
food and feed additives, GMOs, dietetic 
products, nutrition and allergens, materials 
and articles intended for contact with 
food, enzymes, flavourings and supporting 
substances, biological hazards, contaminants, 
plant health and plant protection. RACFCH 
carries out activities for the approval, 
renewal, and review of approval of active 
substances, safeners and synergists with the 

terms and conditions of Regulation (EC) No. 

107/2009 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council concerning the placing of plant 

protection products on the market. 

RACFCH works in close collaboration with 

EFSA and other national and international 

scientific institutions in the food and feed risk 

assessment area. The EFSA Advisory Forum 

representative and the national EFSA. Focal 

Point are located within RACFCH.

National Center of Public Healthand 

Analysis (NCPHA)

The National Center of Public Health and 

Analyses (NCPHA) is subordinate to MH and 

deals with health protection, health education 

and nutrition. NCPHA is responsible for the 

publication of risk assessments in the field of 

nutrition and hygiene and is also responsible 

for microbiological hazards, contaminants, 

biological hazards, chemical contaminants in 

the food chain, residues of plant protection 

products, GMOs, food contact materials, 

heavy metals, food supplements, food 

additives, novel foods and mineral water.

Regional and local levels

Bulgaria consists of 28 administrative 

regions with 264 municipalities. Inspections 

at regional and local levels are conducted 

by authorities that are subordinate to the 

central government (headquarters). Both 

MH and MAF have 28 regional services which 

report their activities to the centrallevel in 

the ministries.
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Food testing facilities:

Within of the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
(BFSA) there are 14 specialized structures for 
science, research and laboratory-diagnostic 
activities and 35 NRLs (Animal health, Food 
and Feed, Plant Health). 5 NRLs are outside 
the structure of BFSA. The laboratories are 
accredited according to the requirements 
of EN ISO/IEC 17025 and carry out tests in 
the area of food and feed safety and animal 
health. 

Laboratories for testing samples for the 
official control of the BFSA are set by an order 
of the Executive Director of Bulgarian Food 
Safety Agency.

Within BFSA there are nine Regional Testing 
laboratories (RTL) located in the following 
Regional Food Safety Directorate (RFSD): 
RFSD-Blagoevgrad, RFSD-Varna, RFSD-Vratsa, 
RFSD-Gabrovo, RFSD-Plovdiv, RFSD-Sofia 
city, RFSD-Sliven, RFSD-Haskovoand RFSD-
Shumen. The RTL carry out tests of samples 
taken from more than one region in the 
country according to a distribution schedule. 
Their work is methodologically coordinated 
by the NRLs and HQ of BFSA. Since 2013, the 
eight regional laboratories have extended 
the scope of their accreditation and perform 
microbiological and physicochemical tests of 
food from non-animal origin.

1. 	N ational Diagnostic Research 
Veterinary Institute (NDRVI) – Sofia

	 The NDRVI in Sofia is a specialized body 
of the BFSA on diagnostics and research 
activities in the field of animal health. 
The NDRVI’s reference activities are 

organized within 19 NRLs that have been 
designated the Minister of Agriculture 
and Food.

1.1 	N ational Centre on Food Safety.

- 	 NRL Salmonella, campylobacter, 
Staphylococcus and antimicrobial 
resistance;

- 	 NRL Listeria, Escherichia coli and 
Viruses in food;

- 	 NRL Marine biotoxins;
- 	 NRL Water content in poultry meat.

1.2 	N ational Centre on Animal Health

- 	 NRL Rabies and Anthrax
- 	 NRL Brucellosis
- 	 NRL Transmissible spongiform 

encephalopathies (TSE)
- 	 NRL Parasites (in particular 

Trichinella, Echinococcus and 
Anisakis)

- 	 NRL Leptospirosis
- 	 NRL Tuberculosis
- 	 NRL Enzootic bovineleucosis
- 	 NRL Animal proteins in feeding 

stuffs

1.3	T esting Laboratory for Exotic and 
Extremely Dangerous Infections

- 	 NRL Classical Swine Fever (CSF) 
and African swine fever and 
Capripoxviruses;

- 	 NRL Foot-and-mouth disease and 
Ovine rinderpest;

- 	 NRL African horse sickness;
- 	 NRL Avian influenza and New castle 

disease;
- 	 NRL Bluetongue.
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1.4	T esting Laboratory for aquaculture, 
aquatic animals and bee diseases. 

 - 	 NRL Fish diseases, mollusk diseases 
and crustacean diseases.

 - 	 NRL Honey bee health

2. 	C entral Laboratory for Veterinary 
Control and Ecology (CLVCE) - Sofia

- 	 NRL for residues of anabolic 
medicines and unauthorized 
substances in biological fluids, raw 
materials and food of animal origin 
(Group A (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) to 
Directive 96/23/EU);

- 	 NRL for residues of veterinary 
medicines in biological fluids, raw 
materials and food of animal origin 
(Group B (1), (2)(a), (b), (d), (e) and B 
(3)(e) to Directive 96/23/EU);

- 	 NRL for residues of environmental 
contaminants in raw materials and 
food of animal origin (B (2)(c), (3)(a), 
(3)(b), (3)(c) and (3)(d) to Directive 
96/23/EU);

- 	 NRL for residues of gamma-emitting 
radio nuclides in water, beverages, 
feed, raw materials and food (B (3)
(f ) to Directive 96/23/EU);

- 	 NRL for safety and quality of honey 
and bee products.

3. 	C entral Laboratory for Chemical 
Testing and Control (CLCTC) - Sofia. 

	 Together with the HQ of BFSA, this 

laboratory is responsible for drafting 
and implementation of the National 
Monitoring Program for Pesticide 
Residues in food of plant origin. It is also 
responsible for official control of plant 
protection products and fertilizers.

- 	 NRL for single pesticide residue methods 
including from organic production;

- 	 NRL for pesticide residues in fruits and 
vegetables including commodities with 
high water and high acid content, as well 
as from organic production;

- 	 NRL for mycotoxins in foods of plant 
origin as well as from organic production;

- 	 NRL for heavy metals in foods of plant 
origin including from organic production 
and in animal feed

- 	 NRL for Analysis of mycotoxins in feed

4. 	C entral Laboratory for Plant 
Quarantine (CLPQ):

	 This is the official reference laboratory 
as regards plants, plant products 
and harmful organisms. It carries out 
phytosanitary laboratory analyses; 
final diagnostics and identification of 
harmful organisms; investigates tests 
and introduces new methods of analysis 
and ways to control the quarantine of 
pests; prepares information materials on 
quarantine pests and carries out training 
of phytosanitary specialists.  It is located 
in Sofia and has a branch in Samokov. 
The CLPQ supervises the activity of 
seven Regional and Border Inspection 
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Posts’ (BIP) laboratories, validates 
positive and suspect results and issues 
the methodology for analyses. It is 
also involved in coordinating regional 
activities, issuing methodological 
guidelines for inspection and drafting 
monitoring programs. 

- 	 NRL for insects and mites
- 	 NRL for nematodes
-	 NRL for bacteria
- 	 NRL for fungiandoomycetes
- 	 NRL for viruses, viruses and 

phytoplasmas

5. 	C entral Laboratory for Quality of 
Grain andFeed (CLQGF)

CLQGF  Directorate  is organized in one 
central and four regional laboratories.

- 	 Central Laboratory for Grain and 
Feed Qualification - Sofia;

- 	 Regional Unit, Burgas;
- 	 Regional Unit, Varna;
- 	 Regional Unit, Dobrich;
- 	 Regional Unit, Pleven.

6. 	 Testing laboratory “Laboratory activities” 
at RFSD - Blagoevgrad

7.	  Testing laboratory for diagnosis and 
control at RFSD - Varna

8. 	 Testing Laboratory for Veterinary 
Sanitary Expertise and Diagnosis of 
Animal Diseases at RFSD - Vratsa

9. 	 Testing Laboratory at RFSD - Gabrovo

10.	 Testing laboratory of the Laboratory 
Activities Department at the RFSD - 

Plovdiv

11.	 Testing laboratory of the Laboratory 

Activities Department at the RFSD - 

Sliven

12. 	 Department “Food Safety and Quality” at 

RFSD - Sofia city

- 	 NRL Milk and milk products

13. Testing laboratory of the Laboratory 

Activities Department at the RFSD - 

Haskovo

14. 	 Testing laboratory at RFSD – Shumen

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Bulgarian Food Safety Agency

Blvd. PenchoSlaveikov 15a

Sofia 1606

Bulgaria

+359 2 915 98 20 and +359 700 122 99

bfsa@bfsa.bg

Codex Contact Point

Mrs Iva Iantcheva, National Codex Contact 

Point, 

Head of Food Safety Department, Animal 

health and Food Safety Directorate, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, 

55 Hristo Botevblvd., 1040 Sofia, 

Bulgaria

Tel: +359 2 985 11 847 

E-mail: IYancheva@mzh.government.bg 

National legislation on food safety:FAOLEX
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Phytosanitary Measures: 
Plant Protection and controls of quality of fresh fruits and vegetables Directorate 
Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
15A PenchoSlaveikov Blvd. 
Sofia 
1606
Email: fsk@bfsa.bg 
Phone: +359 2 917 3739 and +359 2 917 3734 
Website: https://bfsa.egov.bg/

Food Safety Measures: 
Ministry of Health 
Public Health Directorate 
5 Sveta Nedelya Square 
Sofia 
1000
Email: mikushinska@mh.government.bg 
ooz@mh.government.bg 
Phone: +(359 2) 930 1183/930 1276 
Website: http://www.mh.government.bg

Food Safety Measures and Sanitary Measures:
Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
Food Control Directorate
Email: fc@bfsa.bg 
Phone: +(359 2) 915 9831 
Website: https://bfsa.egov.bg/

International cooperation and projects Department of the 
European coordination, international cooperation andprojects Directorate 
Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
15A PenchoSlaveikov Blvd. 
Sofia1606
Bulgaria
Email: sps@bfsa.bg 
Phone: +359 2 915 9836 
Website: https://bfsa.egov.bg/
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WTO-TBT NationalEnquiry Point
Bulgarian Institute forStandardization (BDS) 
Contact: Violeta Yordanova 
13 LachezarStanchevStr. 
Izgrev complex 
1797 Sofia 
Bulgaria
Email: notify@bds-bg.org 
Phone: +(359) 2 8174 552 
Website: http://www.bds-bg.org

(a)	E nquiry point for technical regulations: 
Ministry of Economy and Energy 
Technical Harmonization and Consumer Policy Directorate 
Contact: Lyubomir Dimitrov 
8 Slavyanska St., Sofia 1000
Email: infopointBG@mee.government.bg 
Phone: +(359 2) 940 75 80 
Website: http://www.mi.government.bg

OIE/WOAH 
Chief Veterinary Office
Executive Director of the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
15 A, PenchoSlaveikov Blvd, Sofia 1607 
Bulgaria
Email: ceo@bfsa.bg and cvo@bfsa.bg
Phone: +(359 2) 915 9820
Website: https://bfsa.egov.bg/

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
Legislative acts: 
https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-web/about.bfsa/normative.documents

Bulgarian legislation: 

Laws: 
https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-web/about.bfsa/normative.documents/bulgarian.
legislation/laws
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Ordinances:
https://bfsa.egov.bg/wps/portal/bfsa-web/about.bfsa/normative.documents/bulgarian.
legislation/regulations

MAF
https://www.mzh.government.bg/en/

MH
http://www.mh.government.bg/en/

MOEW
https://www.moew.government.bg/en/

BFSA
https://bfsa.egov.bg/

RACFCH
http://corhv.government.bg/?lang=_en 
http://focalpointbg.com
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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To ensure the safety of exported and 
imported foods, Laboratoire National de 
Santé Publique (LNSP) under Ministry of 
Health is the main regulatory authority. The 
Institut de Recherche en Science Appliquée 
et Technologie/ Département de Technologie 
Alimentaire (IRSAT/DTA) is working mainly on 
the food quality control and research in food 
and nutritional sector. 

Food Safety Authorities 

Laboratoire National de Santé Publique 
(LNSP): LNSP is a public establishment under 
to the Ministry of Health responsible for the 
quality control of health products, food, water 
and beverages pesticides, cosmetics, tobacco, 

and cigarettes (and all other products and 
articles likely to constitute threats to health). 
LNSP controls are followed by the issuance of 
a sanitary quality certificate.

Institut de Recherche en Science 
Appliquée et Technologie/ Département 
de Technologie Alimentaire (IRSAT/DTA): 
The Institute is responsible for Research & 
development in food and nutritional sector, 
Food quality control, Supporting the Agri-
food industry development, Technology and 
skills transfer, Promotion of equipment and 
processes in the food industry Consulting 
support for the implementation of the 
quality approach.

Burkina Faso

Ministry of Health
LNSP (Laboratoire National de Santé 

Publique )

Institut de Recherche en Science 
Appliquée et Technologie/ 

Département de Technologie 
Alimentaire (IRSAT/DTA)

Contact details: 
Codex Contact Point
Monsieur OUEDRAOGO Dominique
Ingénieur Agronome
Service du Contrôle Phytosanitaire et de la Qualité des Aliments
Direction de la Protection des Végétaux et du Conditionnement
Direction Générale des Productions Végétales
Ministère de l’Agriculture des Aménagements Hydro-agricoles de la Mécanisation et des 
Ressources Animales et Halieutiques
Burkina Faso
Tel: : +226. 70 63 64 67
E-mail: pointcontactcodexburkina@yahoo.fr

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Direction de le Protection des Végétaux et du Conditionnement (DPVC)/Ministère en charge 
de l’Agriculture
01 BP 5362
Ouagadougou 01
Tel: + 226) 2536 1915/2536 1865
Email: mariamsome@yahoo.fr, dpvcagriculture@yahoo.fr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Agence Burkinabé de Normalisation, de la Métrologie et de la Qualité
Gestionnaire du PNI/OTC: Monsieur KIEMA Sibidaogo Wilfrid
Avenue des Arts
Tel: (+226) 76 67 46 29; (+226) 71 11 68 77
Email: siwil2012@gmail.com; abnorm.bf@gmail.com
Website: www.abnorm.bf

OIE/WOAH
Mr Rassablaga Dominique Sawadogo
Directeur général
Direction des Services vétérinaires
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The food safety in Cambodia is ensured by 
relevant ministries such as the Ministry of 
Health, Ministry of Agricultural Forestry and 
Fisheries, Ministry of Industry, Mines and 
Energy and Ministry of Commerce. While 
each ministry has capacity, surveillance 
of contamination (chemical, physical and 
biological) in food, food toxicity and food 
borne diseases are limited. Ministries jointly 
work and are responsible for the food safety 
management from farm to table. There is 
the Law on the Management of Quality and 
Safety of Products and Services adopted in 
the year 2000 and focuses on all commercial 
enterprises, all manufacturing for 
commercial purposes, importers, exporters 
and merchants, service providers, advertisers 
of products, goods, and services; especially 
regarding the inspection procedures and 
border control, for the quality and safety of 
products, goods and services. In 2022, the 
Law on Food Safety was established. The 
law sets out the framework and mechanisms 
for managing and ensuring safety, quality, 
hygiene and the legitimacy of food in all 
stages of the food production chain, to 
provide protection of health and food safety 

for consumers and to ensure fair food trade. 

The Law addresses a range of key issues for 

the food and beverage industry including 

technical regulations and minimum 

requirements; import controls; labelling; 

and inspection, competent authorities, 

and penalties. The Ministry of Commerce 

has the authority to lead, coordinate the 

management of food quality and safety in 

collaboration with ministries and institutions 

involved in food quality and safety. The law 

provides the minimum requirements for 

food, i.e. Food must be safe for consumption; 

Food may not be imported, manufactured, 

processed, or sold in a fraudulent or deceptive 

manner; Consumers must receive “adequate 

information” as defined in the law, including 

information on the food’s origin, ingredients, 

nutritional value, calorific content, user 

guidelines, and storage guidelines. Food must 

meet the minimum hygiene, packaging, and 

labelling requirements detailed in the law; 

Food classified as high-risk must be properly 

registered; and Storage of food must meet 

the safety and quality conditions set by the 

competent ministries.

Cambodia

Ministry of Agricultural 
Forestry and Fisheries 

(MAFF)

Ministry of 
Commerce-Consumer 

Protection Competition 
and Fraud Repression 

(CCF)

Ministry of Health-Food 
Safety Bureau

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Food safety authorities

Ministry of Agricultural Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF): 

MAFF has a key role in managing and 
control safety and quality of agricultural 
products (raw materials, primary production, 
processing) as they enter the food chain. 
Inspection of phyto-sanitary, agricultural 
chemical residue, animal health and animal 
sanitation, and agricultural material used are 
all done by MAFF officers.

Ministry of Commerce (MoC):

For the control of food, CCF officers under 
the MoC inspect import foods at the point 
of entry as well as foods exports, and 
inspect all food in the markets throughout 
the country. The CCF activities focus on 
preventing the distribution of unsafe, 
poor quality, adulterated, misbranded or 
contamination in products including foods. 
The use of halal sign and halal logos on 
restaurant, canteen labels and on food and 

non-food packaging is also being checked 
by CCF officials. Under CCF, there are six (06) 
departments:Department of General Affair 
and Public Relation, Department of Consumer 
Protection, Department of Laboratory, 
Department of Competition, Department of 
Halal, Department of Technical Affair.

Ministry of Health-Food Safety Bureau: 

The Food safety Bureau responsible for 
the food safety and good manufacturing 
practices (GMP) (food hygiene, phytosanitary, 
inspection, animal health and products 
derived from animal production), in 
restaurants and similar food service 
establishments before reaching the 
consumers. In addition, there are a number of 
regulations such as registration of industrial 
products, standards for labeling of food 
products, standards on general for a model 
third-party certification system for products 
and quality control and safety of food is 
being looked the Bureau.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agricultural Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF):
Address: No. 200, Norodom Blvd, SangkatTonleBassac, Khan Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh
Email: info@maff.gov.kh
Phone: (855) 23 726128/23 726 129
Facebook: www.facebook.com/maff.gov.kh 
Website : http : //www.maff.gov.kh
Telegram: @maff_cambodia
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Ministry of Commerce (MoC): 
No. 19-61, Confederation de la Russie Blvd (110) Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia 12200
Tel: 023 866 188
Email: cabinet.info@moc.gov.kh

Ministry of Health
No: 80, Samdach Penn Nouth Blvd (289)
SankatBeoungkak 2 
TuolKork District, Phnom Penh.
Email: webmaster@moh.gov.kh
Website: www.moh.gov.kh
Tel-Fax:(855-23) 885-970/884 909

Codex Contact Point
Mr. Dim Theng
Theng DIM (Mr.), Codex Contact Point,
Deputy Director General of Cambodia Import Export Inspection and Fraud
Repression Directorate General of Ministry of Commerce,
Street 18, Kdeytakoy Village, SangkatVielsbov,
Khan ChbarAmpeuv, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: (855) 12526660
E-mail: codex.cambodia@gmail.com
Website: http://www.camcontrol.gov.kh

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Cambodia Import-Export and Fraud Repression Department (CAMCONTROL)
Ministry of Commerce
H.E Phan Oun, 
Deputy Director General
Phnom Penh
Tel: + (855) 1256 8356
Email: oun.phan@yahoo.com, ccdg@camcontrol.gov.kh
 
Cambodia Import-Export and Fraud Repression Department (CAMCONTROL), 
Ministry of Commerce 
Mr. Hoy Vantha, 
Deputy Director of Department of Technical Affairs and Public Relations 
Phnom Penh Capital Kingdom of Cambodia 
Phnom PenhTel: + (855) 1251 0181
Email: vanthahoy@yahoo.com
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Industry and Handicraft (MIH)
Institute of Standards of Cambodia (ISC)
Address: #538
National Road No.2
SangkatChak-AngRe-Le, Khan Meanchey
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: (855) 12 859 921; (855) 77 685 618; (855) 93 729 913
Email: camtbt-info@isc.gov.kh
Website: http://www.isc.gov.kh

OIE/WOAH
Ms Ok Savin 
Deputy Director of Department of Animal Production and Health 
Department of Animal Production and Health 
Trea Village, Street 371, SangkatSteung Mean Chey, Khan Mean Chey, 
Phnom Penh 
CAMBODIA
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In Canada, food safety is governed by 
the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations. 
Canada’s Minister of Health is responsible 
for maintaining and improving the health 
of Canadians. Canada’s constitution allows 
all three levels of government (federal, 
provincial and municipal) to enact food 
safety and quality legislation. Federal food 

safety functions are distributed among five 
departments or agencies: Health Canada, 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), 
the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC), 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) 
and the Agency Canada Border Services 
(CBSA).

Canada

Minister of Health 

HC CFIA PHAC CBSA AAFC

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities:  

Health Canada (HC): 

Health Canada is the federal department 
responsible for helping Canadians maintain 
and improve their health. Health Canada 
is a science-based department. As a 
regulator, Health Canada is responsible for 
establishing policies, regulations, standards 
and guidelines related to the safety and 
nutritional quality of all food sold in Canada.  
Health Canada develops food safety and 
nutritional regulations, policies and guidance 
under the  Food and Drugs Act. This  act 
governs the safety and nutritional quality of 
food sold in Canada.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA):

 CFIA is a science-based regulatory body 

dedicated to protecting the health and well-
being of Canadians by safeguarding Canada’s 
food supply and the plants and animals upon 
which safe, high-quality food depends. It is 
the body responsible for administering and 
enforcing federal statutes and regulations 
which regulate the safety and quality of food 
sold in Canada, while supporting a sustainable 
animal and plant resource base. The CFIA 
shares many of its core responsibilities with 
other federal departments and agencies, 
with provincial, territorial and municipal 
authorities, private industry, and national/
international stakeholders.

The CFIA works with its partners to implement 
food safety measures; manage food, animal 
and plant risks, incidents and emergencies; 
and promote the development of food safety 
and disease control systems to maintain the 
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safety of Canada’s high-quality agriculture, 
agri-food, aquaculture and fishery products. 
The Agency’s activities include: verifying 
the compliance of domestic and imported 
products; licensing and inspecting 
establishments; testing food, animals, plants 
and their related products; approving the use 
of many agricultural inputs; and, research 
and development to support monitoring 
programs and food safety investigations

With respect to  food safety, CFIA is 
responsible for assessing the compliance of 
imported and domestic food with policies, 
regulations, standards and guidelines set 
by Health Canada. Where potential issues 
with compliance are identified CFIA and/or 
Health Canada performs a risk assessment to 
determine the level of risk posed to Canadian 
consumers. Each food safety incident is 
assessed, taking into consideration numerous 
factors such as volume of distribution, 
hazard type, processing and consumer 
handling practices, while balancing the 
weight of evidence and applying appropriate 
precautions. Risk assessments are one of the 
inputs used by the Agency when making risk 
management decisions

Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC):

 PHAC has been created to deliver on the 
Government of Canada’s commitment to 
help protect the health and safety of all 
Canadians. Its activities focus on preventing 
chronic diseases, preventing injuries and 
responding to public health emergencies 
and infectious disease outbreaks. The main 
mandates of PHAC are to contribute to 
federal efforts to identify and reduce public 

health risk factors and to support national 
readiness for public health threats, including 
carrying out disease surveillance and control 
activities, with an emphasis on promoting 
cooperation with provincial and territorial 
governments.

Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA): 

CBSA assists in the administration and 
enforcement of legislation that applies to 
imported products. It is responsible for the 
initial inspection of imports conducted 
at airports and other Canadian entry 
points. Customs inspectors review import 
documentation and ensure that all required 
permits, certificates and licenses, including 
those from other government departments, 
are filed before goods are released, perform 
examinations of shipments to verify that the 
information or the documents presented at 
the time of dispatch are those pertinent to 
the merchandise in question.

CBSA officers are present at strategic 
border points and carry out activities to 
protect the safety of imported food. The 
CFIA communicates with the CBSA during 
border inspections and takes advantage 
of the CBSA’s border surveillance process 
to identify high-risk merchandise. The two 
agencies share intelligence and information 
when developing risk management options 
to address specific situations.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC): 

AAFC primarily contributes to the research 
and development of on-farm food safety 
programs.
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Key Acts and Regulations 

The  Food and Drugs Act  and the  Food and 
Drug Regulations

The intent of the Food and Drugs Act (FDA) is 
to protect Canadians against health hazards 
and fraud in the sale of foods, drugs, cosmetics 
and medical devices, whether these items are 
domestic or imported products.

The Food and Drug Regulations (FDR), as they 
apply to food, prescribe, among other things, 
the labelling of all prepackaged foods, 
including requirements for ingredient list, 
nutrition labelling, durable life dates, nutrient 
content claims, health claims and foods for 
special dietary use. It also sets out bilingual 
(French and English) labelling requirements.

Additionally, the FDR includes requirements 
related to, inter alia:  standards of composition 
for a wide range of foods; maximum levels 
(MLs) and maximum residue limits (MRLs) for 
pest control products, veterinary drugs and 
other chemical substances; food additives; 
food packaging materials; foods for special 
dietary use; infant foods and formula; and 
novel foods. 

Health Canada exercises this mandate under 
the authority of the Food and Drugs Act and 
pursue its regulatory mandate under the 
Food and Drug Regulations. All health and 
safety standards under the Food and Drug 
Regulations are enforced by the CFIA.

The  Safe Food for Canadians Act  and 
Regulations

The  Safe Food for Canadians Act  (SFCA) 

improves Canada’s food safety system and 
helps manage risk to protect Canadian 
families. The legislation draws together 
food inspection regulations previously 
administered under four different Acts into 
one overarching law. This enables the CFIA 
to apply consistent regulatory requirements 
and inspection approaches across all 
regulated food commodities.

The Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR) 
generally apply to all food for human 
consumption (including ingredients) that 
is imported, exported, and interprovincially 
traded (food that crosses a provincial 
border). It also applies to the slaughter of 
food animals from which meat products to 
be exported or inter-provincially traded may 
be derived. Some of the traceability, labelling 
and advertising provisions also apply to 
intraprovincially traded foods (food that does 
not cross a provincial border).

By consolidating 14 sets of food regulations 
into a single set of regulations, the SFCR: 
improves consistency of rules across all types 
of foods, and between food businesses; 
reduces administrative burden, and; enables 
food businesses to be innovative through 
outcome-based provisions. 

There are three fundamental new elements 
in the SFCR: 

-	 Licensing: This enables the CFIA to: 
authorize persons to conduct certain 
activities through licensing; identify 
food businesses, collect information 
about the activities of food businesses; 
and take responsive action when non-
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compliant activities are found.

-	 Preventive Controls: This describes 
key food safety control principles that 
must be met by all food businesses. 
It also outlines the requirements 
for developing, implementing, and 
maintaining a written preventive 
control plan that documents how food 
businesses meet food safety, humane 
treatment and consumer protection 
requirements (for example, for labelling, 
packaging, standards of identity, grades, 
and net quantity).

-	 Traceability: This requires that food 

be traced forward to the immediate 
customer and backward to the 
immediate supplier (one step forward, 
one step back).

Laboratory services: The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) has a network of 
13 research and reference laboratories across 
Canada. With combined expertise in animal 
and plant health, exotic animal diseases and 
food safety, the Laboratories provide the 
scientific expertise and knowledge necessary 
to inform the development of standards and 
implement a risk-based approach to keep 
Canada’s food safe. 

Contact Details: 

Food Safety Authorities 
Health Canada General Inquiries
Email: hcinfo.infosc@canada.ca 
Telephone: 613-957-2991
Website: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada.html
Health Portfolio: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/health-portfolio.html 

CFIA General enquiries
1-800-442-2342 (Canada and U.S.)
1-613-773-2342 (local or international)
Website: https://inspection.canada.ca/eng/1297964599443/1297965645317
Public Health Agency of Canada website: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health.html
Canada Border Services Agency website: https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada website: https://agriculture.canada.ca/en 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Office of the Codex Contact Point for Canada 
Food Directorate, Health Canada, 
251 Sir Frederick Banting Driveway, (2204C), Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0K9, Canada
Tel: + 613-941-1749 
E-mail: Codex_Canada@hc-sc.gc.ca 
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep] 
Global Affairs Canada  
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division, 111 Sussex Drive Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca 
Phone: +(343) 203 4273

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Notification Authority and Enquiry Point  
Global Affairs Canada  
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division, 111 Sussex Drive, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G2, ON K1A 0G
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca 
Phone: +(343) 203-4273 

OIE/WOAH Contact detail
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr. Mary Jane Ireland, 
Executive Director Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Animal Health Directorate Canadian Food Inspection Agency, 
59 Camelot Dr Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0Y9, Ottava

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards 
CFIA - List of acts and regulations: 
https://inspection.canada.ca/about-cfia/acts-and-regulations/list-of-acts-and-regulations/
eng/1419029096537/1419029097256

Health Canada - List of Acts and Regulations:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-canada/legislation-
guidelines/acts-regulations/list-acts-regulations.html   
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Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MOH):

The MOH’s Office of Food and Nutrition 

regulates food and non-alcoholic 

beverages for human consumption. It is the 

competent authority for all food products 

to be consumed in Chile whether they were 

produced in Chile or imported.

Ministry of Agriculture (MOA):

SAG: MOA’s Agricultural and Livestock 

Service (SAG) regulates feed for animals, 

including pet food and feed supplements. 

SAG is also responsible for enforcing specific 

regulations concerning alcoholic beverages, 

certification of organic foods, animal and 

plant quarantine, animal products for human 

consumption (delegated by MOH), and beef 

grading and labeling. SAG oversees food 

safety aspects of primary food products 

for export (fruits and vegetables, and meat 

products), it has no mandate for processed 

food products intended to be exported.

ACHIPIA: ACHIPIA is a presidential advisory 

commission that administratively depends 

on the Ministry of Agriculture through its 

undersecretary. Its function is to formulate 

the National Food Safety and Quality Policy 

and lead its implementation onnational plans, 

programs and other measures developed 

by the public bodies with competence in 

the matter (SAG, MINSAL, SERNAPESCA 

and SUBREI), serving as a coordinating and 

articulating entity with the food industry, the 

scientific community, food producers and 

consumers.

Ministry of Economy (MOE):

SERNAPESCA: The National Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Service SERNAPESCA is 

an entity dependent on the Ministry of 

Economy, Development and Tourism and is 

the competent Authority in the control of 

the safety of export fishing and aquaculture 

products (including processed products)

Chile

Ministry of Health 
(MOH)

Ministry of Agriculture 
(MOA)

Ministry of Economy 
(MOE)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Food testing facilities:

Ministry of Health (MINSAL):

It has a coordinated network of 19 
environmental laboratories accross Chile, 
these attend specialties according to 
national needs and with different degrees 
of development and analytical capacity, 
additionally there is the Institute of Public 
Health of Chile (ISP), which is the reference 
body of the Chile, promoting and protecting 
the health of the population, strengthening 
sanitary control through surveillance, 
authorization, inspection, research and 
technology transfer.

Agricultural and Livestock Service (SAG):

SAG has two types of laboratories, official 
and authorized. The official laboratories 
belong to the Department of Laboratories of 
the SAG, four of which deal with food safety. 
Authorized laboratories, correspond to those 
external to the Service (private) that carry out 
one or more determined analyzes within the 
framework of the official SAG programs.

National Fisheries Service (SERNAPESCA): 

SERNAPESCA  does not have 
laboratories.  However, it has the legal 
authority to delegate inspection, sampling, 
analysis, and collection to authorized 
private laboratories. These laboratories must 
meet a series of requirements to have the 
authorization, among which are: to have the 
accreditation for testing laboratories granted 
by the National Institute of Standardization 
(INN), under NCh ISO 17025 and specifically, 
under the INN-SERNAPESCA agreement, 

and have the recognition as a Public Health 
Bromatology Laboratory granted by the 
MOH.

ACHIPIA has a repository of information on 
the analytical capacities of public, private, 
university and internal control laboratories, 
which carry out analyzes in food and water. 
This repository is called the Integrated System 
of Food Laboratories (SILA) and is located on 
the website sila.achipia.gob.cl. This platform 
has the functionality of operating as a 
laboratory search engine, either by country 
region variables, by parameters (assays) and 
by laboratories belonging to each institution 
or service with competencies in food control: 

http://sila.achipia.gob.cl/Minagri.Buscador.
Sila.Spa/index.html#!/home

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Food Safety and Quality Agency, ACHIPIA

Mr. Diego Varela, Executive Director. Nueva 

York 17, fourth floor, Chile

Email: diego.varela@achipia.gob.cl

Website: www.achipia.gob.cl

Ministry of Health (MINSAL)

Mrs. Camila Silva, head of Public Policy 

Division on Health and Promotion (DIPOL), 

Monjitas 565, Piso 10, Santiago, Chile.

Email: Camila.silva@minsal.cl

Agricultural and Livestock Service (SAG)
Mr. Carlos Orellana, head of livestock 
protection, Av. Bulnes 140, 7th floor. 
Santiago, Chile.
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Email: carlos.orellana@sag.gob.cl
Website: http://www.sag.cl
Mr. Rodrigo Astete, head of agricultural protection, Av. Bulnes 140, 3rd floor, Santiago, Chile.
Email: Rodrigo.astete@sag.gob.cl
Website: http://www.sag.cl

Ministry of Economy, National Fisheries Service (SERNAPESCA)
Mr. Hector Escobar Candia, deputy director of safety and certification, Victoria 2832, 
Valparaíso, Chile.
Email: Hescobar@sernapesca.cl

Codex Contact Point:
Sr. Víctor Rivera Diaz, Punto de Contacto Codex Chile, 
Agencia Chilena para la Calidad e Inocuidad Alimentaria (ACHIPIA), 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Calle Nueva York 17, piso 4. Santiago, Chile 
Email: codex@achipia.gob.cl 
Internet: http://www.achipia.gob.cl

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG)
Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales
Avenida Bulnes 140
Santiago.
Tel: +(562) 2345 1577
Email: sps.chile@sag.gob.cl
Website: http://www.sag.cl

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
In relation to Technical Regulations (Article 10.1):
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
Subsecretaría de Relaciones Económicas Internacionales (SUBREI)
Contact: TBT Sub-Department
Bombero Salas 1345
Piso 11
Santiago
Tel: +(56 2) 2827 5250
Email: tbt_chile@subrei.gob.cl
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In relation to Standards (Article 10.3):
Instituto Nacional de Normalización
Alameda 1449 Torre 7 Piso 16
Santiago
Tel: +(56 2) 2445 8000
Email: info@inn.cl

OIE/WAHO Contact details:
Mr. Carlos Orellana, head of livestock protection, 

Av. Bulnes 140, 7th floor. Santiago, Chile.

Email: carlos.orellana@sag.gob.cl

Website: http://www.sag.cl

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:

Main regulation related to food in Chile National Food Regulation: https://dipol.minsal.cl/

departamentos-2/nutricion-y-alimentos/reglamento-sanitario-de-los-alimentos/

Chile regional Almanac on food safety: https://www.achipia.gob.cl/almanaque/

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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In China, the food safety work is launched 
by Food Safety law and Agri food quality 
and safety Law. The Food Safety Law (2009, 
revised in 2015) is being implemented by 
the State Council’s Food Safety Commission 
and health administration. The Food 
Safety law includes the fundamental 
hygiene requirements for the manufacture, 

processing, distribution and sale of food, 
mandatory safety assessment requirements 
for food additives and novel foods, legal 
requirements for standards, specification 
for food, food additives, reporting of food 
borne disease incidents, record keeping, 
risk assessment, and import and export 
inspection and certification systems. 

China

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs 

(MARA)

General 
Administration of 

Customs of People's 
Republic of China 

(GACC)

State Administration 
for Market  Regulation 

(SAMR)

Food Safety Authorities:  

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
(MARA): The Ministry of Agriculture is 
a component of the State Council in 
charge of agriculture and rural economic 
development. MARA is responsible for 
drawing up agricultural industry policies, 
direct the rational structural adjustment of 
agricultural industries, rational allocation 
of agricultural resources and improvement 
of produce quality; to put forward policy 
suggestions regarding prices of agricultural 
products and means of agricultural 
production, tariff adjustment, circulation 
of agricultural staples, rural credit, taxation 
and rural financial subsidies; to organize the 
drafting of laws and provisions regarding 
various agricultural industries such as crop 

production, animal husbandry, fishery, rural 
and township enterprises. The Ministry 
of Agriculture handles farm-level food 
safety regulations and policies. One of its 
most important duties is to regulate and 
enforce the use of chemicals, pollutants, 
and pesticides on farms. The Institute for 
the Control of Agrochemicals (CAMA) is 
responsible for pesticide testing, research, 
and use regulations, and operates under the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Also, the Ministry 
draw up technical standards for various 
agricultural industries and organize their 
implementation thereof; to organize the 
implementation of quality supervision and 
certification of various agricultural products 
and green food products and the protection 
of new varieties of agricultural plants; to 
organize and coordinate the monitoring and 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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defining of quality of agricultural inputs such 
as seeds, chemicals and veterinary drugs, and 
of related law supervision and executions; 
to organize the registration of domestic 
manufactured as well as imported seeds, 
chemicals, vet drugs and related fertilizers, 
etc. and the safety supervision of agricultural 
machines.

General Administration of Customs of 
People’s Republic of China (GACC): The 
General Administration of Customs of the 
People’s Republic of China (GACC), the 
headquarters of China Customs, is a key 
border agency of the nation. China Customs 
has the responsibilities of traditional 
customs, as well as border health checks, 
inspection and quarantine for imported 
and exported animals, plants, and their 
products, imported and exported food 
safety, and commodity inspection.  GACC 
exercises the responsibilities of “port 
management coordination, customs control, 
anti-smuggling, trade statistics compilation, 
customs valuation and duty collection, 
performs health checks at points of entry, 
takes sanitary and phytosanitary measures 
to safeguard our land and our people, 

protects imported and exported food safety, 
inspects imported and exported consumer 
products and bulk commodities”. There is 
a “Registration Single Window E-systems” 
at the port which includes entry and exit 
inspection and quarantine, work policies, 
drafting relevant laws and regulations, and 
formulating customs plans, departmental 
regulations, and relevant technical 
specifications. 

State Administration for Market 
Regulation (SAMR):The Administration 
consolidates in one ministry the market 
regulation functions previously shared 
by three separate agencies, the General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ), the 
China Food and Drug Administration (CFDA), 
and the State Administration of Industry and 
Commerce (SAIC).The State Food and Drug 
Administration (SFDA) supervise hygiene 
requirements of restaurants and drugs. State 
Administration for Industry and Commerce 
(SAIC) regulates market activities and trade 
for consumer products including food 
products on sale.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA)
Add: No.11 Nongzhanguan Nanli, Chaoyang District, Beijing China (100125)
Tel: 86-10-59193366

General Administration of Customs of People’s Republic of China (GACC):
Mr. Yu Jianhua
Minister and Secretary of CPC Committee of the General
Administration of Customs of China
Address: No.6. Jianguomennei Avenue, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China
Website:http://english.customs.gov.cn
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State Administration for Market Regulation (SAMR):
Mr. Luo Wen
Director
8 East Sanlihe Rd, Xicheng District, Beijing
Website: samr.gov.cn

Codex Contact Point
Miss.Chang Li, Agronomist, 
Center for Agro-Food Quality & Safety, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 
P.R.China No.223 Chaowaidajie Street Chaoyang Dist.,Beijing,100020
Fax: +010 59199377
Email: codexchinamoa@126.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
SPS Notification and Enquiry Division
Research Center for International Inspection and Quarantine Standards and Technical Regulations
General Administration of Customs of the People’s Republic of China
No. 20-3, Hepingli East Street
Dongcheng District
Beijing
Tel: +(86 10) 5795 4690/5795 4642
Email: sps@customs.gov.cn

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
TBT Notification and Enquiry Division,
Research Center for International Inspection and Quarantine Standards and Technical Regulations,
General Administration of Customs of the People’s Republic of China
No. 20-3, Hepingli East Street
Dongcheng District
Beijing 100013
China
Tel: +(86 10)57 95 46 88; +(86 10) 57 95 46 27
Email: tbt@customs.gov.cn

OIE/WOAH
Dr Chen Guosheng
SEACFMD National Coordinator
Division of Animal Disease Control of Veterinary
Ministry of Agriculture
11 Nong Zhan Guan Nan Li
Beijing 100026
CHINA 
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The legal framework for food safety in Croatia 
is provided by the Food Act, which transposes 
the provisions of Regulation (EC) No. 
178/2002. Infringement of food regulations 
can lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures with regard to 
food safety are often based on scientific risk 

assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts.

In Croatia, risk assessment is institutionally 
separated from risk management. Risk 
assessment outputs are usually published 
on the website of the Croatian Agency for 
Agriculture and Food (HAPIH).

Croatia

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Authorities:

Ministry of Agriculture (MP)

The portfolio of the MP includes drafting 

legislation in the area of agricultural policy, 

especially in the area of food and feed safety, 

quality and hygiene, animal health and 

welfare, and plant health. MP designates 

official and reference laboratories to analyse 

food and feed and to safeguard animal health 

and welfare as well as plant health. The MP is 

responsible for informing the public if there 

are reasonable grounds to suspect that food 

or feed may represent a risk to human or 

animal health.

Ministry of Health (MZ)

In cooperation with the MP, MZ is responsible 

for drafting legislation in the area of food 

safety, covering food of non-animal origin. 

MZ defines objectives and priorities for 

public health policy, develops public health 
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plans and national health programmes and 
ensures their implementation. MZ designates 
official and reference laboratories to analyse 
GM food and feed and food contact materials. 
MZ is also responsible for the registration 
of food supplements and foods for special 
medical purposes.

State Inspectorate (DIRH)

DIRH performs official controls of the entire 
food chain according to the principle “from 
farm to fork” by conducting veterinary, 
sanitary, phytosanitary and agriculture 
inspections. In addition to food safety, plant 
health, animal health and welfare, the remit 
of DIRH extends to agriculture, non-food 
product safety, trade, services, catering, 
mining, labour and occupational safety, civil 
engineering and environmental protection. 

DIRH’s structure consists of a central office in 
Zagreb, regional offices and branch offices.

Croatian Agency for Agriculture and Food 
(HAPIH)

HAPIH is an independent public institution 
in the field of agriculture and food safety and 
works within the portfolio of the MP. HAPIH 
has a remit to implement risk assessments 
and risk communication relating to food and 
feed safety. HAPIH provides scientific and 
technical support based on risk assessments 
on all matters regarding food and feed safety, 
plant health, animal health and welfare. 
Further activities include research in the 
field of agronomy and related fields, plant 
protection, seed and seedling production, 
viticulture, winemaking, oil production, fruit 
growing, vegetable growing, agricultural 

land, cattle breeding, quality control of fresh 
raw milk, honey and feed.

HAPIH works in close cooperation and 
communication with a broad spectrum 
of national and international institutions. 
National independent scientific experts 
support the work of HAPIH through 
participation in the expert bodies. HAPIH is 
responsible for establishing and coordinating 
the national network of institutions in the 
area of food safety.

Ministry of Health (HZJZ)

HZJZ is a central public health institute 
which deals with public health, health 
promotion and education, disease 
prevention, microbiology, environmental 
health, school medicine, mental health 
care and addiction prevention. It prepares 
and implements prevention programmes 
and other healthcare measures aimed at 
promoting healthy lifestyles. HZJZ carries out 
epidemiological surveillance and proposes, 
organises and undertakes preventive and 
counter-epidemic measures.

HZJZ coordinates the network of regional 
public health institutes. HZJZ and regional 
public health institutes have food laboratories 
which are official laboratories pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004.

Croatian Veterinary Institute (HVI)

HVI is an independent public institution 
within the portfolio of the MP, primarily 
engaged in the diagnostics of infectious 
and parasitic animal diseases, analysis of 
food of animal origin and animal feed, 
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control of veterinary medicinal products 
and scientific research. HVI consists of the 
Croatian Veterinary Institute in Zagreb and 
five branches that comprise the laboratories.

Regional and local levels

Croatia is divided into 20 counties and 
the capital city of Zagreb, which also has 
county status. At the regional and local 
level, inspections of food of animal and non-
animal origin are conducted by state and 
border sanitary and veterinary inspectors 
and agriculture inspections. The regional 
and local inspections are coordinated and 
supervised by DIRH. 

In total, Croatia has 37 official laboratories 
and 5 Reference Laboratories for food and 
feed analyses.

Food testing facilities:

Official Laboratory
http://www.hah.hr/sigurnost-hrane/
laboratoriji-u-rh/
Official Competence
http://www.hah.hr/sigurnost-hrane/
laboratoriji-u-rh/

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture
http://www.mps.hr/
https://www.zdravlje.gov.hr/ 

Ministry of Health 
https://www.hapih.hr/ 

Croatian Agency for agriculture and food
https://www.inspektorat.gov.hr/

Codex Contact Point
Ministry of Agriculture 
Directorate for Livestock and Food Quality 
Ulica grada Vukovara 78 
HR - 10000 Zagreb, Croatia
Tel: +385 1 6109440 
E-mail: codex.croatia@mps.hr 
Website: http://www.mps.hr 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Sanitary issues and animal health: 
Ms Melita Zunic Zvizdic, DVM, PhD 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Veterinary Directorate 
Service for Border Veterinary Inspection and 
International Trade 
Planinska 2a 
10000 Zagreb
Email: melita.zunic@mps.hr 
Phone: +(385 1) 6443 842

Phytosanitary issues and plant 
protection: 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Food Safety and Phytosanitary Policy 
Directorate 
Ulica Grada Vukovara 78 
10000 Zagreb
Phone: +(385 1) 610 6692 
Website: www.mps.hr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
TBT Enquiry Point 
Croatian Stardards Institute (HZN) 
Contact person: Mr. Mladen Radetic 
Ulica grada Vukovara 78 
Zagreb 
10000
Email: wto.tbt.info@hzn.hr; mladen.radetic@
hzn.hr 
Phone: +(385) 1 610 60 90; +(385) 1 610 60 
95 
Website: http://www.hzn.hr
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OIE/WOAH 
Dr Tatjana Karačić
Assistant Minister, Chief Veterinary Officer
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture
Planinska 2a, 10000 Zagreb
ZAGREB

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
https://poljoprivreda.gov.hr/
https://zdravlje.gov.hr/
https://dirh.gov.hr/
https://www.hapih.hr/about-us/
https://www.hzjz.hr/en/about-us/
http://www.veinst.hr/en/
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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In Cyprus, a council called the ‘Food Safety 
Council’ (FSC) was formed under the Ministry 
of Health which is responsible for food safety. 
Its members include representatives of all 
relevant competent authorities (Ministry of 
Health (MOH), Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) 
etc.). For the Public Health Services of the 
Medical and Public Health Services (PHS of 
MPHS) within the MOH, which are responsible 
for controlling  the safety of food of non-
animal origin at all stages with the exception 
of the primary production stage, honey, 
ice cream, and for all food at the retail level 
except for fresh meat sold at butcher shops, 
the central legal founding legislation is the 
Food (Control and Sale) Law, which sets out 
the definitions, powers and responsibilities 
of authorities, the main responsibilities 
of FBOs, and transposes EU food safety 
legislation in the national context and sets 
penalties. Violations of this law can be either 
filed in court through the attorney general 
or the head of the Public Health Services 
(PHS) can impose administrative penalties. 
Competent authority measures are based 

on EU legislation and the available limits. 
Occasionally, risk management in the case 
of an absence of limits or for the escalation 
of measures requires a risk assessment or 
risk evaluation. The State General Laboratory 
(SGL) of the MOH is the official food control 
laboratory and conducts risk assessment of 
contaminants and other toxic chemicals in 
close collaboration with the FSC.

As regards Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002, 
MOA, through its two subordinate 
institutions, the Veterinary Services (VS) 
and the Department of Agriculture (DOA), 
are responsible for the control of food of 
animal origin at all stages of production 
and marketing, feed safety, and microbial 
controls for food of non-animal origin at 
the primary production stage. In addition, 
MOA’s remit includes the responsibility 
for animal health and welfare as well for 
the control, monitoring and eradication of 
animal contagious diseases, plant health and 
authorisation and use of plant protection 
products.

Cyprus

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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on foodstuffs, covering all sections of the 
food production chain, “from the field 
or farm to the consumer’s table”. For this 
purpose, it implements various national 
control programmes with the cooperation 
of the competent authorities. Controls are 
of a preventive nature and focus mainly on 
basic foods that are consumed frequently or 
may give rise to a specific problem as well as 
on foodstuffs expected to be consumed by 
vulnerable groups of the population, such 
as children and pregnant women. The SGL 
goes one step beyond analysis. It evaluates 
the degree of exposure to toxic substances 
and to related risks, therefore providing 
scientifically sound advice to the FSC and to 
competent authorities for risk management 
through appropriate measures. The SGL of 
the MOH is the national EFSA Advisory Forum 
member and the EFSA Focal Point. 

The SGL is accredited under ISO 17025 by 
the Cyprus Accreditation Body (CYS-CYS AB) 
and six National Reference Laboratories are 
attached to the SGL pursuant to Regulation 
(EU) No. 2017/625.

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development 
and Environment (MOA)

The Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environment (MOA) aims 
at promoting sustainable development for 
agriculture and fishing, while contributing 
to environmental protection and sustainable 
management of both the environment and 
Cyprus’ natural resources through projects, 
initiatives and actions.

The Ministry consists of ten departments 

Food Authorities:

Ministry of Health, Food Safety Council 
(FSC)

In 2003, the FSC of Cyprus was established 
by the Ministry of Health (MOH). Its 
members are representatives of all relevant 
competent author- ities (MOH, MOA, etc.) 
and stakeholders, including municipalities 
and consumers.

Public Health Services of the Department 
of Medical and Public Health Services (PHS 
of MPHS)

The Public Health Services unit of the 
Department of Medical and Public Health 
Services within the Ministry of Health (PHS 
of MPHS) is responsible for controlling the 
safety at all stages of food of non-animal 
origin, honey, ice cream, and for all food at 
the retail level except for fresh meat sold 
at butcher shops, and is also responsible 
for risk management and risk evaluation 
where this is possible. Its portfolio for the 
abovementioned products includes food 
establishment inspections, food product 
controls (samplings, complaint investigation), 
import controls, labelling controls, food fraud 
and food quality controls.

Moreover, PHS of MPHS is also responsible for 
controls related to drinking water. The head 
of PHS is also the RASFF national contact 
point.

State General Laboratory (SGL)

The State General Laboratory (SGL) carries 
out regular official controls and surveillance 
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and services. Its subordinate institutions are 
the regulatory bodies for the food and feed 
chain controls listed above. Their remit also 
includes risk assessments, risk management 
and risk communication. The implementation 
of European and national legislation and 
the implementation of controls fall under 
the authorities and responsibilities of its 
subordinate institutions.

Veterinary Services (VS)

Veterinary Services (VS) are responsible for 
animal health and welfare and for public 
health protection by controlling food of 
animal origin by registering and approving 
the food-producing and processing facilities. 
VS are also responsible for monitoring the 
registration and usage of medicinal products 
for animal use.

VS design programmes for the control, 
monitoring and eradication of animal 
diseases as well as animal welfare in food and 
non-food producing animals.  Additionally, 
VS are responsible for implementing public 
health protection by controlling food of 
animal origin. Its remit comprises the whole 
production chain of food of animal origin 
and control from the primary production to 
placing the products on the market, except 
for honey and ice cream. With regard to fresh 
meat, VS is responsible for the controls at the 
market as well.

VS also carry out controls on food of animal 
origin that is imported from third countries. 
The controls are carried out at the Border 
Control Posts (BCPs).  VS design annual 
programmes for the controls, inspections, 

audits, monitoring and sampling of the 
products of food of animal origin of the 
registered and approved establishments that 
are under their competencies.

The samples collected within the scope 
of the abovementioned programmes, are 
analysed by its accredited laboratories, which 
are the National Reference Laboratories.  VS 
have the Animal Health Laboratories (AHL) 
and the Laboratories for the Control of Food 
of Animal Origin (LCFAO). All the laboratories 
are accredited under ISO: 17025 by the Cyprus 
Organisation of Standardisation (CYS).

Department of Agriculture (DOA)

The Department of Agriculture (DOA) 
deals with agricultural policy and food and 
feed safety in Cyprus. It prepares national 
legislation in the field of food of non-animal 
origin at the primary production stage, feed, 
plant health, marketing of seeds and plant 
propagating material, marketing standards 
for fruits and vegetables, eggs, poultry, meat, 
quality labelling and quality schemes for 
agricultural products and foodstuffs. It is also 
responsible for the authorisation of plant 
protection products and the marketing and 
use of plant protection products.

It also shares responsibility for the cross-
compliance legislation, including the 
protection of waters against pollution caused 
by nitrates from agriculture sources.  The 
DOA is also in charge of the preparation of 
multi-annual national control programmes, 
which are based on risk analyses. In addition, 
it is responsible for implementing the 
annual national control programmes and 
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their monitoring. It provides guidelines to 
inspectors as well as training  as appropriate.

It is also a decision-making body and 
responsible for risk communication for the 
areas that fall within its purview. The DOA 
has authorised six BCPs for the import of 
plants and plant products.  The DOA consists 
of regional offices and the following five 
laboratories that deal with controls related to 
food and feed safety and quality: 

1. 	 Pesticide Residues Laboratory is the 
National Reference Laboratory (NRL) 
for Pesticides Residues in Feed and 
the official laboratory for the analysis 
of pesticide residues in conventional 
agricultural products on the farmer 
level, for the control of good agriculture 
practices, as well as for any use of non-
authorised plant protection products 
in accordance with the Plant Protection 
Products Law. The laboratory has been 
accredited in accordance with ISO 17025 
since 2011. 

2. 	 Pesticide Formulations Laboratory is the 
official laboratory for the quality control 
of pesticide formulations in accordance 
with the Plant Protection Products Law. 
Although the lab is not accredited, it 
implements the same QA system as the 
accredited laboratories of the DOA.

3.	 Animal Feedstuffs and Fertilizers Quality 
Control Laboratory is the National 
Reference Laboratory (NRL) for all official 
controls in the area of feed and feed 
additives as well as fertilisers pursuant to 
the relevant legislation. The laboratory 

has been accredited in accordance with 

ISO 17025 since 2011.

4.	O enology Laboratory conducts chemical 

analyses of several vine and wine products 

within the scope of experimentation and 

market monitoring. The laboratory has 

been accredited in accordance with ISO 

17025 since 2009.

5.	 Plant Protection Laboratory deals with 

the official testing for the diagnosis 

of harmful organisms (bacteria, fungi, 

nematodes, viruses and insects) for 

plants and plant products.

Regional and local levels

Within the framework of PHS of MPHS, for the 

implementation of controls in the field, five 

district offices have been established in the 

respective administrative districts. In addition, 

nine municipalities have their own control 

competencies in the field of food hygiene in 

certain types of establishments within their 

boundaries. The activities of both the district 

offices and the municipalities are monitored 

by PHS and audited by an internal audit team 

that is independent of PHS of MPHS.

The Republic of Cyprus has six administrative 

districts. The regional and local levels are 

subordinate to the central state of VS and 

DOA in a direct chain of instruction and are 

mainly responsible for the implementation 

of European and national legislation by 

conducting relevant controls such as audits, 

inspections and sampling.
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Food testing facilities:

Official Laboratory
a)	 The State General Laboratory
b)	 The State General Laboratory
c)	 Veterinary Laboratories-Laboratory of Control of Food of Animal Origin
d)	 The Analytical Laboratories Section and the Oenological Laboratory
e)	 1)	 Food Composition, Food Quality and Nutritional Value (Lab 1)

2) 	 General Water Analysis (Lab 2)
3) 	 Veterinary Drug Residues (Lab 5)
4) 	 Environmental Water Contamination (Lab 6)
5) 	 Pesticide Residues & POPs (Lab 8)
6) 	 Food and Environmental Radionuclide (Lab 9)
7) 	 Articles in Contact with Food and Safety of Toys (Lab 12)
8) 	 Food Additives and Special Analyses of Food (Lab 13)
9) 	 Environmental and Other Food Contamination & Natural Toxins (Lab 14)
10) 	 Water and Drug Microbiology (Lab 15)
11) 	 Food Microbiology (Lab 16)
12) 	 Food Customs Control and Other Samples (Lab 17)
13) 	 Cosmetics and Food Supplements (Lab 19)
14) 	 Food Authenticity - NMR (Lab 20)
15) 	 Food Molecular Biology and Immunology (Lab 21)

Official Competence
a)	 Public Health Services
b)	 PHMSAP Sector
c)	 Veterinary Services
d)	 DA
e)	 1)-15) State General Laboratory

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/moh.nsf/index_en/ index
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/mphs/phs.nsf/ 
http://www.moh.gov.cy/sgl
http://moa.gov.cy/?lang=en
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/vs/vs.nsf/index_en/
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/da/da.nsf/index_en/ 
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Codex Contact Point
Dr. Anna Kashouli-Kouppari 
Chief Agricultural Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Rural Development and Environment, 
Amfipoleos 6, 2025, Strovolos, 
Nicosia, 
Cyprus
Tel: +357 22 408314 
E-mail: akouppari@da.moa.gov.cy 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 
1411 Nicosia
Email: inspection@da.moa.gov.cy 
Phone: +(357) 2240 8317 
Website: http://www.moa.gov.cy

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Cyprus Organization for the Promotion of Quality 
Ministry of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism. 
Andrea Araouzou 13 - 15 
Nicosia 
CY 1421
Email: director@cys.mcit.gov.cy; aioannou@cys.mcit.gov.cy 
Phone: +(357) 22 409 353 
Website: http://www.cys.mcit.gov.cy

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Christodoulos Pipis
Chief Veterinary Services
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment
Nicosia
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Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
MOH
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/moh.nsf/index_en/index

PHS of MPHS
https://www.moh.gov.cy/moh/mphs/phs.nsf/ 
DMLindex_en/

SGL
http://www.moh.gov.cy/sgl

MOA
http://moa.gov.cy/?lang=en

VS
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/vs/vs.nsf/index_en/

DOA
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/da/da.nsf/index_en/ 

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/ detail/en/c/15566/

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
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Act No. 110/1997 Coll. on food and tobacco 
products, as amended, is the central legal 
foundation for food legislation in the Czech 
Republic. The Food Safety and Nutrition 
Strategy 2030 is a key document of the 
Czech Republic in the field of food safety and 
nutrition.

Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 
the final decision rests with the courts. 
Government measures with regard to food 

safety are often based on scientific risk 

assessments. However, the final decision on 

the legality of governmental measures rests 

with the courts.

In the Czech Republic, there is no 

institutional separation of risk assessment 

and risk management; however there is a 

procedural separation of risk assessment 

and risk management. Risk assessments are 

published on the Internet unless there are  

statutory provisions that prohibit it.

Czech Republic

Food Safety Authorities

The Ministry of Agriculture (MA) and the 

Ministry of Health (MH) play the main role 

in the agriculture sector as regards food and 

feed safety, animal health and welfare and 

plant health. In the food sector they share 

some competences.

MA is the central competent authority 

responsible for animal health, animal welfare 

and plant health policy. MA adopts veterinary 

and phytosanitary legislation and legislation 

associated with the production and labelling 

of foodstuffs. 

Five competent authorities subordinated to 

MA play the main role in putting into effect 

the MA’s policies and implementation of 

official controls; these are:

yy The State Veterinary Administration (SVA);

yy The Institute for State Control of 

Veterinary Biologicals and Medicines 

(ISCVBM);

yy The Czech Breeding Inspectorate (CBI);

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

SZU
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yy The Czech Agriculture and Food 
Inspection Authority (CAFIA);

yy The Central Institute for Supervising 
and Testing in Agriculture (CISTA); MA 
(namely its Food Section) and five 
competent authorities constitute the 
Executive Committee of Supervisory 
Authorities. 

The Committee:

yy is an advisory body to the Chief Executive 
(Head of the Food Section), and

yy approves the official version of Multi-
Annual National Control Plan (MANCP) 
(for this purpose the membership base 
is extended by other representatives of 
the competent authorities). 

Ministry of Agriculture (MZE)

The Ministry of Agriculture (MZE) deals with 
agricultural policy and food safety in the 
Czech Republic. It is responsible for foods 
of animal and plant origin as well as for 
state food inspections.  The portfolio of MZE 
also includes food (including food used in 
catering services) and feed, animal welfare 
and health, veterinary medicinal products, 
plant protection products and their residues, 
contaminants, drinking water, genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs), novel foods, 
food additives, enzymes and aromas, food 
supplements and food labelling, fortification 
of food, and nutrition and health claims.

MZE is also responsible for all agricultural 
commodities issues and organic farming. Risk 
communication is another main area of MZE’s 

remit. The Food Safety Information Centre 
was set up to provide information, accessible 
to the general public, on all aspects of food 
safety (“from farm to fork”).

Competent authorities subordinate to MZE 
(SZPI, SVS, UKZUZ) play a main role in putting 
MZE’s policies into effect and implementing 
official controls.

Scientific advice is provided to MZE by 
scientific committees:

Veterinary Scientific Committee Scientific 
Committee on Animal Nutrition Scientific 
Committee on GMO Food and Feed

Phytosanitary and Environmental Scientific 
Committee

Some National Reference Laboratories 
pursuant to Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 are 
attached organisations which are within the 
portfolio of MZE.

Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection 
Authority (SZPI)

Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection 
Authority (SZPI) is a state authority 
responsible for supervising the safety, quality 
and labelling of foodstuffs.  Within its remit, 
SZPI inspects foodstuffs, raw materials for 
their production as well as agricultural and 
tobacco products. The above-mentioned 
responsibilities apply to production, storage, 
transport, and sale (including import).

Risk communication is another task of SZPI, 
which informs consumers about poor-
quality, adulterated or unsafe food identified 
during the official inspections. SZPI is also the 
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national contact point for AAC and RASFF. 

5 National Reference Laboratories pursuant 
to Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 are attached 
to SZPI.

State Veterinary Administration (SVS)

The purpose of the State Veterinary 
Administration (SVS) is primarily the 
protection of consumers from products of 
animal origin likely to be harmful to human 
health, monitoring the animal health 
situation and maintaining it in a favourable 
manner, veterinary protection the state 
territory of the Czech Republic, animal 
welfare and animal protection.

Risk communication is also a task of SVS, 
which informs consumers about poor-quality, 
adulterated or unsafe food identified during 
the official inspections. Another important 
task of SVS is to ensure the veterinary 
laboratory diagnostics which is carried out 
by three state veterinary institutes (SVU) in 
Jihlava, Olomouc and Prague, which are also 
designated national reference laboratories. 
28 National Reference Laboratoriespursuant 
to Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 are attached 
to these state veterinary institutes.

Central Institute for Supervising and 
Testing in Agriculture (UKZUZ)

Central Institute for Supervising and 
Testing in Agriculture (UKZUZ) performs 
administrative tasks and carries out other 
administrative activities, expert and testing 
tasks, and control and monitoring activities 
in accordance with special acts in the 
areas of plant variety testing, feedstuffs, 

agrochemical testing of soils, soils and plant 
nutrition, seeds and seedlings of the grown 
plants, perennial plants (viniculture and 
hops), protection against harmful organisms, 
and plant protection. 9 National Reference 
Laboratories pursuant to Regulation (EU) No. 
2017/625 are attached to UKZUZ.

Ministry of Health (MZ)

The Ministry of Health (MZ) deals with public 
health protection and food safety in the Czech 
Republic. The portfolio of MZ includes food 
contact materials, contaminants, mineral 
water and plant protection products and their 
residues. MZ is also responsible for food for 
special medical purposes, infant formula and 
follow-on formula, processed cereal-based 
food, baby food, total diet replacement for 
weight control, and microbiological criteria.

MZ is the national competent authority for 
the surveillance of communicable diseases, 
including food and water borne diseases, and 
specifies requirements for irradiated foods 
(including dose limits).

MZ (together with MZE) shares the 
responsibility for establishing limits for 
residues of veterinary medicines in foodstuffs.  
The inspection competency of MZ is restricted 
to food contact materials, food hygiene and, 
more particularly, the catering trade. The 
relevant competent authorities are the public 
health authorities (OOVZ). Some National 
Reference Laboratories are attached to MZ.

National Institute of Public Health (SZU)

The main activities of National Institute of 
Public Health (SZU) comprise science and 
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research, reference and methodological 
advice, providing expert opinions on the 
health safety of various products (including 
food supplements and items of daily use), 
systematic monitoring of the environmental 
impact on population health in the Czech 
Republic, and promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle, including nutrition.

Human health risk assessments are provided 
by SZU – food and food contact materials. SZU 
provides MZ with a scientific background, 
namely expert opinions, scientific advice and 
assessments concerning human health risks.

Regional and local levels

The Czech Republic consists of 14 regions 
which are further subdivided into districts. 
Food and feed inspections are the 
responsibility of the regions. In all 14 regions, 
there are regional SVS and OOVZ offices. In 
seven regions, there are regional SZPI and 
UKZUZ offices.

Animal welfare is the responsibility of the 
municipalities, i.e. to inspect, take measures 
and deal with infringements. SVS ensures the 
implementation of control activities.

Food testing facilities:

The competent authorities in their field 
of competence shall designate official 
laboratories for the activities referred to in 
Article 37 and, where appropriate, withdraw 
their designation in accordance with Article 
39(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. The 
Ministry of Agriculture shall designate, in 
accordance with Article 100(1), a national 
reference laboratory for each EU reference 

laboratory and shall communicate their 
names and addresses to the Commission in 
accordance with Article 4(1) and shall also 
publish a list of them, which it shall update 
as necessary. Both official laboratories 
and national reference laboratories shall 
comply with the requirements laid down in 
Regulation (EU) 2017/625 (Articles 37 to 42). 
The list of designated official laboratories 
and national reference laboratories shall be 
published on the websites of the competent 
authorities.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Name: The Ministry of Agriculture
Designation: The Food Section
Address:Tesnov 17, 117 05 Prague 1
E-mail: ocr@mze.cz

Phone numbers:
jindrich.fialka@mze.cz ; +420 2 2181 2465 – 
Chief Executive
martin.stepanek@mze.cz; +420 2 2181 2838
david.zima@mze.cz; +420 2 2181 2068
adela.riegerova@mze.cz; +420 2 2181 2681
barbora.krnacova@mze.cz; +420 2 2181 4667
ID and Weblink - http://portal.mze.cz/public/
web/mze/potraviny/uredni-kontroly/

Codex Contact Point
MV Dr. Ing. Dana Tříska, Codex Contact Point 
for the Czech Republic, 
Head of Food Chain Unit, Department of 
Foodstuffs, 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech 
Republic,Těšnov 17, 117 05 Praha 1, Czech 
Republic
Tel: +420 221 812 702 
E-mail: dana.triska@mze.cz 
Website: http://www.eagri.cz 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tesnov 17 
117 05 Prague 1
Email: vladimira.kantorova@mze.cz 
Phone: +(420) 221 812 754 
Website: http://www.mze.cz

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing 
WTO Enquiry Point 
Contact person: Mrs. Irena Karasova 
Na Žertvách 132/24, Prague 8 
110 00
Email: wto.tbt@unmz.cz 
Phone: +(420) 221 802 212 
Website: http://www.unmz.cz/office/wto-tbt-enquiry-point

OIE/WAOH Contact details:

Dr Zbyněk Semerád
Director General
State Veterinary Administration of the Czech Republic
Slezská 7/100 120 56 Prague 2, Czech Republic
+420 227 010 142
z.semerad@svscr.cz
https://www.svscr.cz/

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
Legislativa (Potraviny, eAGRI) (mze.cz)

MZE
http://eagri.cz/public/web/en/mze/

SZPI
https://www.szpi.gov.cz/en/default.aspx

SVS
https://en.svscr.cz/
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UKZUZ
http://eagri.cz/public/web/en/ukzuz/portal/

MZ
https://www.mzcr.cz/en/the-ministry-of-health/

SZU
http://www.szu.cz/index.php?lang=2

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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The Danish Food Act is Denmark’s central 
legal foundation for food legislation. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby the 
final decision rests with the courts. 

Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 

Denmark
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. 

In Denmark, risk assessment is institutionally 
separated from risk management. Some risk 
assessments are published and others are 
not.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

MFAF - Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries of Denmark

The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries of Denmark (MFAF) deals with 
policies within food, agriculture and fisheries. 
The MFAF prepare draft legislation that 
ensures food safety, resource-efficient food 
production and support a sustainable and 
resilient agriculture and fisheries sector.  

The food safety tasks of the ministry are 

supported by three specialist authorities: The 

Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 

(DVFA), the Danish Fisheries Agency (DFA), 

and the Danish Agricultural Agency (DAA). 

The food-related area of work of the MFAF 

extends beyond food safety to include, for 

instance, nutrition, plant health, animal 

health, and animal welfare.

DVFA - Danish Veterinary and Food 
Administration

As a subordinate specialist authority of 

Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Fisheries

Technical 
University of 

Denmark

Danish 
Veterinary 
and Food 

Administration

Danish 
Fisheries 
Agency

Aarhus 
University

Danish 
Centre for 
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Agriculture

Subordinate regional  
and local authorities

Danish 
Agricultural 

Agency

University of 
Copenhagen

Danish 
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Environment 
and Energy

Department 
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the MFAF, the Danish Veterinary and Food 
Administration (DVFA) is responsible for risk 
management in the field of food and feed 
safety. The DVFA is responsible for food and 
feed inspections countrywide which helps 
ensure compliance with regulations on 
animal welfare and food safety for the entire 
chain from farm to fork. 

The risk assessments conducted by the 
National Food Institute, Technical University 
of Denmark (DTU), are used by the DVFA as 
the basis for management measures in the 
field of food safety. 

The risk assessments conducted by the 
Danish Centre for Food and Agriculture 
(DCA), Aarhus University, are used by the 
DVFA as the basis for management measures 
in the area of feed. The remit of the DVFA 
includes novel foods, food supplements, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
zoonoses, mineral water and residues of 
plant protection products and veterinary 
medicinal products. The area of work of the 
DVFA extends beyond food safety to include, 
for instance, consumer information, i.e. food 
labelling and nutritional advice. The DVFA 
also prepare and negotiate export conditions 
and trade certificates with partner authorities 
outside of the EU. 

DAA - The Danish Agricultural Agency

As a specialist authority supporting the 
MFAF, the Danish Agricultural Agency (DAA) 
is the paying agency for the agricultural 
sector, and as the Danish NPPO, (National 
Plant Protection Organization) responsible 
for plant health and seed certification as 

well as for plant breeding and the release 
of Genetically Modified/New Genome 
Technique plants.  

A National Reference Laboratory for plant 
health (viruses, viroids and phytoplasma, 
bacteria, fungi and oomycetes, nematodes, 
insects and mites) and the following 
diagnostic fields: organic feed, organic 
feed from 3rd party countries imported to 
Denmark and GMOs in feed, is attached 
pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/625, article 
100.

DFA - The Danish Fisheries Agency

As a specialist authority that supports the 
MFAF, the Danish Fisheries Agency (DFA) 
supports both growth and innovation 
through a green transition in fisheries and 
aquaculture by providing funds for  the 
development of sustainable fisheries and 
aquaculture through the European Maritime, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund. Furthermore, 
the DFA controls compliance with the rules 
and regulations in place, in order to support 
a sustainable management of the fish stocks 
in both  Danish waters and internationally. 
This includes for example control of the 
landing obligation, control that fishing does 
not take place in fishery restricted areas, and 
validation of data.

DTU - National Food Institute, Technical 
University of Denmark

The National Food Institute, Technical 
University of Denmark (DTU) researches and 
communicates sustainable and value-adding 
solutions in the areas of food and health 
for the benefit of society and industry. The 
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institute’s tasks are carried out in a unique 
interdisciplinary cooperation between the 
disciplines of nutrition, chemistry, toxicology, 
microbiology, epidemiology, and technology. 
The institute serves as a National Reference 
Laboratory for chemical and microbiological 
food contamination pursuant to Regulation 
(EC) No. 882/2004. 

Furthermore, the National Food Institute 
is also the EU Reference Laboratory for 
Pesticides in Cereals and Feedstuffs, for 
Processing Contaminants in Food, for Metal 
and Nitrogenous Compounds, and for 
Antimicrobial Resistance. The institute also 
serves as the WHO collaboration center 
for antimicrobial resistance for foodborne 
pathogens and for food contamination 
monitoring – and as FAO collaborating center 
for Antimicrobial Resistance. Providing 
scientific advice and risk assessment to the 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
is one of the institute’s core assignments and 
is based on the strong scientific competence 
and expertise within the institute.

UCPH - Department of Veterinary 
and Animal Sciences, University of 
Copenhagen

The University of Copenhagen (UCPH), 
Department of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences (IVH) provides research and 
research-based advice as well as education 
in the areas of veterinary and animal science, 
food safety, antibiotic resistance, animal 
models and welfare, immune systems, and 
lifestyle diseases. The department covers a 
wide spectrum of animal and human disease 
biology in close collaboration with other 

departments at the University of Copenhagen. 
The department comprises nine sections 
with a total of 360-400 employees. The main 
areas in relation to the Danish Food Safety 
System are infectious livestock diseases, 
avian influenza and enzootic virus infections, 
zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance, parasitic 
infections and diseases of wild fauna, and 
aquatic diseases. 

The Danish Veterinary Consortium, which 
consists of IVH, UCPH, and the Statens Serum 
Institut (SSI), is responsible for public sector 
services related to veterinary contingency in 
Denmark. The consortium conducts research 
to support and underpin decisions in the 
area of veterinary contingency and provides 
the DVFA with scientific advice. The public 
sector consultancy for the DVFA includes 
advice on a wide range of subjects, including 
disease surveillance and handling of specific 
emergency tasks, e.g. suspected disease 
outbreaks, as well as assistance in the form 
of risk assessments and replies to questions 
from the government. 

The University of Copenhagen (UCPH) is 
responsible for the education of veterinarians 
(DVM) in Denmark. In addition, UCPH offers 
a range of BSc and MSc programs in the 
subjects of animal science, food science, and 
human nutrition.

DCA - Danish Centre for Food and 
Agriculture, Aarhus University (AU)

The remit of the Danish Centre for Food and 
Agriculture (DCA), Aarhus University (AU), 
includes research-based risk assessments 
in the field of feed safety. The DCA provides 
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research-based consultancy and solutions 
including risk assessments to be used by 
the MFAF, the Danish Agricultural Agency, 
and the Danish Veterinary and Food 
Administration as the basis for regulation 
and legislative work. The DCA cooperates 
with the DCE to fulfil tasks, i.e. for the MFAF 
in areas in which their different kinds of 
expertise are supplementary. 

The area of work of the DCA includes 
1) Livestock: production systems and 
management, breeding, health, welfare, 
feeding and feed safety, cloning, and GMOs. 
2) Food quality: quality assurance, production 
systems, supply, processing, storage, nutrition, 
exposure assessment, nanotechnology. 
3) Plant health: plant protection products, 
including efficacy testing and evaluation. 4) 
Plants: production management, breeding, 
biotechnology, climatology, agroecology. 
5) Interactions among climate, soil, plants, 
animals, and humans in agricultural systems. 
6) Organic farming.

DCE - Danish Centre for Environment and 
Energy, Aarhus University (AU)

The Danish Centre for Environment and 
Energy (DCE), Aarhus University (AU), 
provides research-based consultancy and 
solutions to the Ministry of the Environment, 
the Danish Ministry of Energy, Utilities and 
Climate, and others. The DCE cooperates 
with the DCA to fulfill tasks, i.e. for the MFAF 
in areas in which their different kinds of 
expertise are supplementary. 

The work of the DCE includes areas in 
which environmental considerations are 

of major importance for the assessment of 
food, feed, and their production, such as 1) 
Contaminants in the food chain. 2)  GMOs 
(e.g. environmental risk assessments, plant 
invasion studies, and microbial diversity). 3) 
Plant protection products and their residues 
(e.g. ecotoxicology, exposure scenarios, 
models, and ecosystems). 4) Plant health (e.g. 
pest risk assessments). The DCE is involved 
in the development of guidelines for risk 
assessment and has expertise in antibiotics, 
growth regulators, and wildlife with regard to 
the dispersal of emerging diseases.

SSI - Statens Serum Institut

Statens Serum Institut (SSI) is a governmental 
research and preparedness institution within 
the field of public health science as well as 
one of a few One Health Institutes in the 
world, where the veterinary and human 
preparedness functions are performed in 
the same place. One Health is an integrated 
approach that recognizes that the health of 
humans, animals, plants, and ecosystems are 
interlinked. At SSI, we conduct research in 
epidemiology, microbiology, immunology, 
and biotechnology as a prerequisite for 
and an integrated part of our core areas in 
preparedness against infectious diseases, 
biological threats, and control of congenital 
disorders. 

One of SSI’s core areas is conducting 
surveillance of infectious diseases and 
providing counseling to the Danish 
healthcare system and authorities in the 
event of, e.g., epidemics that demand urgent 
action. Specifically, SSI plays a key role in the 
detection and investigation of foodborne 
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disease outbreaks. Another stronghold 
is DANMAP – the Danish program for 
surveillance of antimicrobial consumption 
and resistance in bacteria from food animals, 
food and humans, which SSI operates in 
collaboration with the Technical University of 
Denmark (DTU). 

All of SSI’s activities are based on research. 
Data and new knowledge are gathered and 
produced in all priority areas, communicated 
to the outside world by SSI employees, and 
published in scientific journals.

Regional and local levels

The regional and local levels in Denmark 
consist of five regions and 98 districts. 
Covering the whole of Denmark, the Danish 
Veterinary and Food Administration (DVFA) 
is organized with three regional veterinary 
control offices and three regional food 
control offices. The regional offices are an 
integrated part of the DVFA.

Food testing facilities

Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
(DVFA) has one official Laboratory (and uses 
in specific cases DTU facilities). The DVFA 
laboratory performs both microbiological 
and chemical analyses. 

The laboratory is responsible for:

yy Nationally coordinated monitoring, 
mapping and control programs, e.g. 
relating to salmonella in meat

yy Regionally managed inspection samples
yy Market-driven activities: samples and 

tests requested by private enterprises
yy Import sampling

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Simon Holst Møller 
DVFA Contact Point,                                                      
Center for International Cooperation 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration, 
Stationsparken 31 
2600 Glostrup 
Denmark
Tel: +45 7227 6627 
E-mail: 91@fvst.dk 

Website: http://www.fvst.dk 

Codex Contact Point
Susanne Kofoed 
Danish Codex Contact Point, 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration, 
Stationsparken 31 
2600 Glostrup 
Denmark
Tel: +45 7227 6500 
E-mail: codex@fvst.dk / 91@fvst.dk   
Website: http://www.fvst.dk

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Mette Hjulmand-Lassen,  
DVFA Contact Point, 
International Trade 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Stationsparken 31-33 DK-Glostrup 
Denmark
Email: 16@fvst.dk   
Phone: +45 72 27 67 60
Website: http://www.fvst.dk
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SPS Enquiry Point
Mette Hjulmand-Lassen,  
DVFA Contact Point, 
International Trade 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Stationsparken 31-33 DK-Glostrup 
Denmark
Email:  16@fvst.dk   
Phone: +45 72 27 67 60 
Website: http://www.fvst.dk

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Danish Standards 
Göteborg Plads 1 
Nordhavn 
DK-2150
Email: wto@ds.dk 
Phone: + (45) 39 96 61 40 
Website: http://www.ds.dk 

OIE/WAOH Contact details
Torben Grubbe,  
DVFA Contact Point, 
Center for Animal Health 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Stationsparken 31-33 DK-Glostrup 
Denmark
Email: 14@fvst.dk 
Phone: +45 72 27 65 39
Website: http://www.fvst.dk 

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ 
Standards
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

MFAF
https://en.fvm.dk/

DVFA
https://en.foedevarestyrelsen.dk/

DAA
https://eng.lbst.dk/

DTU
https://www.food.dtu.dk/english

UCPH
https://www.ku.dk/english/

DCA
https://dca.au.dk/en/

DCE
http://dce.au.dk/en

SSI
https://en.ssi.dk/
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Food Safety Authorities

Establishment of the National Food Safety 
Authority 

The Egyptian Parliament established the 
new National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) 
in January 2017. The new authority is an 
independent organization under the Office 
of the Egyptian Prime Minister. Its mission 
is to protect consumer health, by ensuring 
that food products consumed, distributed, 
marketed or produced in Egypt meet the 
highest standards of food safety and hygiene. 
The agency is responsible for food safety 
regulation for domestic production, import 
and export through undertaking inspection, 
licensing and certification.  

OVERVIEW

The Egyptian Parliament established the 
new National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) 
in January 2017. The new authority is an 
independent organization under the Office 
of the Egyptian Prime Minister. Its mission 
is to protect consumer health, by ensuring 
that food products consumed, distributed, 
marketed or produced in Egypt meet the 
highest standards of food safety and hygiene. 
The agency is responsible for food safety 
regulation for domestic production, import 
and export through undertaking inspection, 
licensing and certification. 

INTRODUCTION 

On January 2, 2017, the Egyptian Parliament 
approved the law number 1/2017 

establishing the National Food Safety 
Authority (NFSA). The government issued 
the new organization’s executive regulations 
(412/2019) on February 18, 2019. The 
National Food Safety Authority will remake 
the country’s regulatory framework for food 
safety. 

Before the establishment of the NFSA, Egypt 
lacked a unified regulatory authority to 
supervise food safety. More than 15 different 
government agencies regulated food safety, 
in a patchwork system that often created 
overlapping regulation or critical gaps in 
consumer protections. The establishment of 
the NFSA was fundamental for unifying the 
multiple supervisory agencies overseeing 
food safety regulation. Under the previous 
system, there was no clear mechanism for 
managing food safety crises and recalls, 
traceability, and risk assessment procedures. 
When the National Food Safety Authority is 
fully operational, it will be responsible of all 
facets of food safety. The new agency is an 
independent authority, reporting directly 
to the Prime Minister’s office. The Egyptian 
NFSA is composed of a board of trustees, a 
board of directors, and an executive director. 
The majority the NFSA’s current employees 
came from other ministries working in food 
safety. 

MANDATE OF THE NATIONAL FOOD 
SAFETY AUTHORITY 

The new agency will not regulate farmers; 
however, it will regulate food from the farm-
gate to the end consumer. Similarly, it will 

Egypt
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also be responsible for testing imports and 
granting their access to the supply chain. The 
National Food Safety Authority will oversee 
registration of all food handlers, including 
packing houses. Any food handler must 
comply with regulations identified by the 
NFSA in order to produce food products in 
Egypt. 

Currently, the National Food Safety Authority 
is creating a white list that will include food 
handlers assumed compliant for export. 
While the list is being first developed for 
exports to Saudi Arabia, it will likely be 
expanded for use with other trading partners 
in the future. 

The National Food Safety Authority is 
headquartered in Cairo, but the agency 
will establish other branches nationwide. 
The statute authorizing the creation of the 
NFSA mandates that the agency “achieve 
the requirements of food safety in a way as 
to preserve human health and safety.” To 
this end, the new law grants the NFSA the 
following powers and functions: 

- 	 Supervising the handling of food, while 
ensuring compliance with legislation 
requirements. 

- 	 Inspecting, supervising and licensing 
food handling, as well as workers at 
different food handling facilities. 

-	 Establishing the necessary procedures 
for risk assessment, analysis, 
management, communication and 
awareness 

- 	 Controlling, developing, and 

implementing mandatory systems 
that ensure food safety, including the 
development of traceability systems.

 - 	 Raising community awareness about 
food safety.

 - 	 Conducting studies and research related 
to food safety and collecting relevant 
scientific data. 

- 	 Issuing export certificates of locally 
produced food, as well as supervising the 
facilities that require these certificates 
to ensure that they comply with the 
relevant rules and conditions. 

- 	 Testing imports and supervising locally 
produced food. 

- 	 Prohibiting the handling of non-safe 
food for human consumption and 
preventing fraud and deception in food 
labeling. 

- 	 Setting the regulations and rules for 
food advertising and the mandatory 
labeling criteria. 

-	 Establishing procedures and rules for 
registration, licensing and labelling of: 

yy 	Food for Special Dietary Uses (FSDU) 
yy 	Genetically modified foods 
yy 	Irradiated food 

The National Food Safety Authority is 
taking steps to harmonize the food safety 
regulations and implementation through 
signing protocols between multiple 
national regulatory bodies. So far, the NFSA 
signed protocols with the following five 
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organizations: 

yy 	Egyptian Organization for 
Standardization (EOS) 

yy 	Central Administration of Plant 
Quarantine (CAPQ) 

yy 	Horticultural Export Improvement 
Association (HEIA) 

yy 	General Organization for Export and 
Import Control (GOEIC) 

yy 	Port Said Chamber of Trade 

The protocols specify means of cooperation 
and mechanisms to allow each organization 
to implement its scope of work. The protocols 
also specify means of licensing and issuing 
certificate according to the organization 
mandate. 

OUTSIDE THE NATIONAL FOOD 
SAFETY AUTHORITY’S MANDATE

 Any issues related to plant or animal health 
is beyond the scope of the National Food 
Safety Authority. In the circumstances that 
a single consignment requires two different 
certification including food safety, the NFSA 
will coordinate with the relevant agency. For 
example, phytosanitary certificates required 
for export of plants or plant products will be 
issued from the competent authority, which 
is the Egyptian Plant Quarantine. However, 
if a pesticide residues certificate is required 
by the importing country the NFSA will be 
responsible for verification and certification 
of the consignment. 

In the example of citrus, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land reclamation (MALR) 
would oversee prechilling requirements for 
exporting countries. For the same product, 

the NFSA would issue certificates for pesticide 
residue or pathogens. A packinghouse that 
wishes to export should be registered with 
both agencies: Egyptian plant quarantine 
and, NFSA and comply with the importing 
country requirements. 

Another example is the export of eggs. The 
veterinary service issues a sanitary certificate 
that ensures that the egg shipment is free 
from zoonotic diseases while the NFSA 
would certify that the egg shipment is safe 
for human consumption. The current debate 
is how this process will be handled, which 
organization will issue a final certificate, 
and who will be responsible for signature. 
There is still some ambiguity on how these 
procedures will be managed. 

The Scope of National Food 
Safety Authority and the New 
Unified Food Law 

The law N.1/2017 was issued and accepted 
by the Egyptian Parliament to establish the 
NFSA (Alwakaea Al-Masrya, 2017). The NFSA 
is committed to the establishment of a unified 
food law. After functioning of this authority, 
the objective of the NFSA’s inspection work 
is to modernize, strengthen, and maintain 
capacity of food inspection services for the 
following: 

1. 	 Unifying food inspection in a single 
agency and ensure that it reflects 
national food safety strategy and 
regulations. 

2.	 Ensuring adequate geographical 
coverage, i.e., rural and urban areas. 



117 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

3. 	 Ensuring a balanced attention to 
imported, exported, and food produced 
for local market. 

4. 	 Developing the capacity of food 
inspection officials in modern 
techniques including risk-based 
inspections, sampling procedures, and 
HACCP auditing. 

5. 	 Developing mechanisms to facilitate 
communication and cooperation 
between the food inspection service 
and other institutions involved in 
food control, particularly food control 
laboratories and foodborne diseases 
surveillance systems. 

6. 	 Developing communication and 
awareness mechanisms with the food 
industry and with consumers at large. 

7. 	 Ensuring continuous updating of human 
and logistic resources. 

8.	 NFSA of Egypt will contract with 
governmental and private laboratories 
to test on a fee-for-service basis. All 
laboratories must be modern food safety 
laboratories consisting of a professional 
staff and modern equipment and 
accredited by respected international 
accrediting agencies or the Egyptian 
Accreditation Council (EGAC). 

9.	 Analysis of food for chemical, biological, 
and physical hazards to human health. 
All laboratories will have accreditation 
from international accrediting agencies. 

10. 	 All food safety laboratories doing 

work for NFSA will have professional 
personnel, modern equipment and 
will be updated constantly in the latest 
methodologies. 

National Food and Nutrition 
Policy and Strategy Egypt 

To establish comprehensive effective Food 
Safety and Control System, three main items 
must be fulfilled: (1) risk assessment, (2) risk 
management, and (3) risk communication 
(NNI, 2007). 

1. 	R isk assessment: 

a. 	 To define an organization structure 
to manage risk assessment. 

b. 	 To determine methods to identify 
and characterize emerging and 
potential risks involving a threat to 
public health and food safety. 

c. 	 To establish a unified program for 
scientific risk research. 

d. 	 To evaluate the effectiveness of 
scientific risk assessment as a source 
of the scientific knowledge needed 
to implement programs. 

2. 	R isk management: 

a. 	 To unify criteria for risk management 
in the different organization levels. 

b. 	 To develop prevention practices in 
control mechanisms as a basis for 
risk management. 

c.	 To develop effective controls 
throughout the food chain focused 
on potential hazards for products or 
production processes. 

d.	 To develop inspection systems 
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of foodstuffs observing the 
fulfillment of legal and regulatory 
requirements. 

e. 	 To control and assess the efficiency 
of inspection systems. 

f. 	 To promote the implementation of 
voluntary preventive practices of 
control or self-control to improve 
food safety. 

g.	 To promote the implementation 
of good agricultural and farming 
practices in the primary sector 
supervised by the MALR. 

h. 	 To promote the implementation of 
good manufacturing practices and 
quality assurance systems similar to 
HACCP. 

i.	  To control and assess the efficiency 
of the application of preventive self-
control systems. 

j. 	 To promote the development 
and transfer of new technologies 
improving food safety. 

k. 	 To promote identification systems 
of foodstuffs and/or components 
from their origin until they are 
available to consumers. 

l. 	 Assessment of risk management. 

3. 	R isk communication: 

a. 	 To have epidemiological 
information as a basis for hazard 
analysis. 

b. 	 To have objective, rapid, simple, and 
easy access to information related 
to food safety. 

c.	 To promote the development of 
awareness-raising and training 
programs in food safety aimed 

at all the agents involved in the 
food chain, particularly regarding 
consumers. 

d.	 To assess information and education 
programs to assure and improve 
public health. 

e.	 To increase the proactive capacity 
to identify foodstuffs, which do 
not meet the minimum sanitary 
requirements by creating a rapid 
alert system for food safety 
emergencies. 

f.	 To assure protection of consumers 
health and safety and avoid fraud 
through reliable, useful, and 
comprehensible information. 

Food testing facilities:

Official Laboratory
yy Central Laboratories (MOHP)
yy Agricultural Research Center (ARC)
yy GOIEC Labs

Official Competence
yy Performing tests for food and water.
yy All MRLs, Chemical, Microbial, Pesticides.

Contact details:

Codex Contact Point:
Eng. Hanan Fouad Hamed,
Codex Contact Point Egyptian Organization 
for Standardization and Quality (EOS)
16 Tadreeb EL-Modarrebeen St., Ameriya, 
Cairo, Egypt    
Tel: +20222845522 
E-mail: Egy.CodexPoint@gmail.com   
Website: http://www.eos.org.eg
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point: 
Central Administration for Foreign Agricultural Relations 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation 
1 Nadi El-Seed Street 
Dokki-Giza
Email: enq_egy_sps@yahoo.com 
Phone: +233376589/+237490805

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point: 
Egyptian Organization for Standardization and Quality (EOS) 
Chairman: Acting as a Head of the EOS, Dr.Eng. Kaled Hassan Sofy 
16, Tadreeb El Modarrebeen St. 
El Ameriya 
Cairo
Email: eos.tbt@eos.org.eg; eos@idsc.net.eg 
Phone: +(202) 2 284 55 22 +(202) 2 284 55 24 
Website: http://www.eos.org.eg

OIE/WOAH  
Dr. Ihab Saber Youssef Hashem
Chairman of General Organization for Veterinary Services and Chief of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture and Lan Reclamation

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
www.qcap-egypt.com – The Central Laboratory of Residue Analysis of Pesticides (QCAP). 
www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius

www.egac.gov.eg – The Egyptian Accreditation Council. 

www.efsic.com – Egyptian Food Safety Information Center (EFSIC). 

www.eos.org.eg – Egyptian Organization for Standardization and Quality (EOS). 

www.goeic.gov.eg – General Organization for Export and Import Control (GOEIC). http://www.
nis.sci.eg/– National Institute of Standards (NIS). 

www.rcff.com.eg – The Regional Center for Food and Feed (RCFF).
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The central legal foundations for food and 
feed safety in Estonia are the Food Act and 
the Feed Act. These acts contain provisions 
on food and feed safety as well as specify the 
competent authorities and control bodies 
responsible for implementing risk-based 
measures in the field of food and feed safety. 
Infringement of these regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law.

Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessment.

Estonia
However, the final decision on the legality 

of governmental measures rests with the 

courts.

In Estonia, food safety risk assessment and risk 

management are institutionally separated. 

Risk assessments, scientific opinions and 

other statements are conducted by the 

Veterinary and Food Laboratory. There 

is no routine publishing of the results of 

risk assessment, however depending on 

the importance of the result, they can be 

published and/or are available upon request.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Subordinate local 
offices in 4 regions

Subordinate local 
offices in 4 regions

Food Authorities

Ministry of Rural Affairs (MEM)

The Ministry of Rural Affairs (MEM) deals 
with agricultural policy in Estonia and, 
more particularly, with food and feed safety. 

The MEM prepares draft legislation in the 
field of food and feed and coordinates the 
performance of state tasks. The Agriculture 
and Food Board (PTA) facilitates the work of 
the MEM within its ́s remit as the competent 
authority and executive body.
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PTA is responsible for official food and feed 
control and control of use of plant protection 
products. With regard to questions on 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), the 
MEM collaborates closely with the Ministry of 
the Environment (KKM).

The National Reference Laboratories attached 
to the MEM in accordance with Regulation 
(EU) 2017/625 are the Veterinary and Food 
Laboratory and the Agricultural Research 
Centre. The area of work of the MEM extends 
beyond food and feed safety to include, for 
instance, plant health, animal health and 
animal welfare.

Veterinary and Food Laboratory (VTL)

The Veterinary and Food laboratory (VTL) 
is subordinate to the MEM. The tasks of VTL 
include performing risk assessments and risk 
communication related to food safety and 
animal health areas and providing scientific 
advise to the MEM and the PTA.

Agriculture and Food Board (PTA)

The Agriculture and Food Board (PTA) is 
subordinate to the MEM. The main focus of 
the work of the PTA is risk management and 
risk communication. The PTA monitors and 
coordinates relevant tasks performed by local 
offices; the local offices are grouped under 4 
regions. Risk assessments on food safety and 
animal health are outsourced to research 
institutes, universities and the Veterinary 
and Food Laboratory, while plant protection 
products safety is assessed by PTA.

The activities of the PTA focus on ensuring 
food and feed safety and cover all the major 

topics, such as feed, food supplements, 
GMOs, food contact materials, zoonoses, 
novel foods, residues of veterinary medicinal 
products and plant protection products. The 
area of work of the PTA extends beyond food 
and feed safety to include, for instance, plant 
health, animal health and animal welfare, 
organic production, animal breeding and 
market control.

Ministry of Social Affairs (SM)

The Ministry of Social Affairs (SM) deals with 
health policy in Estonia. It prepares draft 
legislation in the field of drinking water, 
mineral water and spring water. The SM, 
MEM and KKM work together in the field of 
GMOs. The Health Board (TA) and the State 
Agency of Medicines (RA) support the work 
of the SM in their capacity as the competent 
authorities. 

The RA is the regulatory authority for 
veterinary medicinal products in Estonia, 
except for their use by veterinarians and 
animal keepers, which is in the remit of 
responsibility of the Veterinary and Food 
Board (VTA).  The task area of the SM extends, 
amongst others, to questions on nutrition 
in public institutions in Estonia (nutritional 
value of food, varied and balanced nutrition).

Health Board (TA)

The Health Board (TA) is subordinate to the 
SM. The TA is responsible for risk assessments, 
risk management measures and risk 
communication in the area of drinking water, 
natural mineral water and spring water.

The TA is the competent authority for natural 
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mineral water and drinking water, and 
monitors and coordinates tasks of relevant 
regional and local authorities.

The National Reference Laboratories attached 
to the TA in accordance with Regulation (EU) 
2017/625 perform a range of food safety 
tests, for example on food contact materials 
and plant protection product residues in 
food.

Regional and local levels

The PTA has 15 local offices grouped under 
4 regions of Estonia. These local offices are 
responsible for enacting food and feed 
legislation, for food and feed inspections, for 
plant health and controlling the use of plant 
protection products, amongst other issues. 
The TA consists of a central authority and four 
regional departments which have further 
divisions in 15 counties.

Food testing facilities:

Official Laboratory
Reference laboratories 
Approved laboratories 
Trichinella laboratories
http://www.agri.ee/en/objectives-activities/food-safety/reference-laboratorieshttp://
www.vet.agri.ee/static/body/files/2684.Toiduseaduse%20alusel%20
j%E4relevalveanal%FC%FCsideks%20volitatud%20laboratoorium...  
http://www.vet.agri.ee/static/body/files/2139.Trichinella%20ametlikud%20laborid%20-%20
27.06.2016.pdf   

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

https://www.agri.ee/en
https://www.vetlab.ee/en
https://www.pta.agri.ee/en
https://www.sm.ee/en
https://www.terviseamet.ee/en

Codex Contact Point
Food Safety Department, 
Ministry of Rural Affairs, Lai 39/41 
15056 Tallinn, Estonia
Tel: +372 6256509 
E-mail: codex@agri.ee 
Website: 
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National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX
WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Estonian Centre for Standardisation (EVS) 
Aru 10 
10317 Tallinn
Email: enquiry@evs.ee 
Phone: +(372) 6 055 062 
Website: http://www.evs.ee

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Estonian Centre for Standardisation (EVS) 
Member/Observer: Estonian Centre for Standardisation (EVS) 
Akadeemia tee 21/6 
Tallinn 12618 
10317
Email: enquiry@evs.ee 
Phone: + (372) 605 50 62 
Website: http://www.evs.ee

OIE/WOAH 
Dr. Hele-Mai Sammel
Chief Veterinary Officer
Veterinary and Food Board
Ministry of Rural Affairs
Vaike-Paala 3, 11415 Tallinn

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
MEM
https://www.agri.ee/en
VTL
https://www.vetlab.ee/en
PTA
https://www.pta.agri.ee/en
SM
https://www.sm.ee/en
TA
https://www.terviseamet.ee/enhttps://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-
codex/ members/ detail/en/c/15700/
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
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The Finnish Food Act is the central legal 

foundation for food legislation in Finland. 

Infringement of food regulations can lead to 

measures under criminal law and consumer 

damage claims under civil law, whereby 

the final decision rests with the courts. 

Governmental measures with regard to 

food safety are often based on scientific risk 

assessments. However, the final decision on 

the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts.

While there is no strict institutional 
separation of risk assessment and risk 
management in Finland, procedural aspects 
of risk assessment and risk management are 
separated, and risk assessments are done 
independently from risk management. Most 
risk assessments are publicly available.

Finland

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
(MMM)

Ministerial responsibility for food and feed 

safety is centralised in Finland within the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MMM). It 

bears the policy and legislative responsibility. 

The MMM’s responsibility for animal products 

encompasses all processing stages except 

distribution.

The Ruokavirasto is a specialist authority 

within the portfolio of the MMM. It 

is responsible for planning, steering, 
developing and undertaking food control 
on a national basis. It is also responsible for 
national risk assessments related to food, 
feed, animal health and plant health. The 
portfolio of the MMM also encompasses 
the Natural Resources Institute Finland 
(Luke), whose remit is to engage in research 
concerning agriculture and food economy.

Luke also focusses on the improvement of 
farm animal welfare and risk assessments 
related to it.

There are three National Reference 
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Laboratories attached to the MMM, pursuant 
to Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004.

Ministry of Social Affairs and Health (STM)

In the food sector, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health (STM) deals with public health 
and nutrition policy, including legislation 
on drinking water, GMO propagation, 
irradiation and radioactivity. The Board of 
Gene Technology at STM is responsible for 
coordinating activities under the EC genetic 
engineering directives. In addition to this, 
the STM has coordinated an interdisciplinary 
network of administrative liaison officers who 
work on issues related to the safe application 
of nanotechnology.

The National Supervisory Authority for 
Welfare and Health (Valvira) is a specialist 
authority within the portfolio of the STM. The 
portfolio of the STM also encompasses other 
government authorities such as the National 
Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), which 
undertakes research on public health and 
conducts nutritional risk assessments, and 
the Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority 
(STUK), responsible for environmental risk 
assessments and other tasks.

 Ruokavirasto (Finnish Food Authority)

Ruokavirasto (Finnish Food Authority), 
established in 2019, continues the activities 
of the Finnish Food Safety Authority (Evira). 
Ruokavirasto operates under the MMM and 
is the central authority in the field of food 
and feed safety in Finland. Ruokavirasto 
plays a leading role in the development 
and implementation of the national food 
control programme covering the food chain 

from “farm to fork”. Some of the inspections 
are carried out directly by Ruokavirasto, but 
the main responsibility for the inspections 
is assigned to regional and municipal 
authorities.

Ruokavirasto is also responsible for scientific 
risk assessments and conducts research 
on food safety. The risk assessments 
are conducted independently from risk 
management. Ruokavirasto also acts as 
the link to consumers and organizes risk 
communication in the field of food safety.

The Finnish Zoonosis Centre located within 
Ruokavirasto forms a cooperation body 
between Ruokavirasto and the National 
Institute for Health and Welfare (THL). This 
ensures close cooperation between relevant 
experts in the field of food safety as well 
as animal and public health. The centre 
coordinates the monitoring of zoonoses, 
foodborne outbreaks, and antimicrobial 
resistance and also compiles the results.

Ruokavirasto’s area of work extends beyond 
food safety to include, for instance, veterinary 
medicinal products. The regulatory agency 
for veterinary drugs, however, is the Finnish 
MedicinesAgency (Fimea).

The Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency 
(Tukes)

The Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency 
(Tukes) supervises and promotes technical 
safety and conformity, together with 
consumer and chemicals safety in Finland. 
Tukes is the regulatory agency for pesticides 
and it assesses the risks of pesticide residues. 
Tasks related to pesticides are under the remit 
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of Ministry of Employment and the Economy.

Valvira National Supervisory Authority for 
Welfare and Health. In the field of food 
safety, the National Supervisory Authority for 
Welfare and Health (Valvira) is responsible for 
the supervision of tap water. In addition to 
this, Valvira supervises pesticide residues in 
alcohol products.

Finnish Customs

Finnish Customs (under the Ministry of 
Finance) is the competent authority for 
the import of food of non-animal origin. 
(Ruokavirasto controls the import of animal-
based foodstuffs such as meat, fish and milk). 
Customs also inspects some of the so-called 
‘combined foodstuffs’, which include refined 
animal-based ingredients in addition to 
ingredients of a plant origin.

Regional and local levels

Finland is divided into six regions which are 
managed by Regional State Administrative 
Agencies.  These regional agencies are 
under the Ministry of Finance. The regions 
are further subdivided into self-governing 
municipalities. Food control as well as control 
of animal health and welfare is carried out by 
62 local environmental health care control 
units which report to the municipalities.

In addition, controls in the area of animal 
identification, registration, animal feed 
and plant health are carried out on behalf 
of Ruokavirasto by 15 regional Centres for 
Economic Development, Transport and the 
Environment (supervised by the Ministry of 
Employment and the Economy).

Food testing facilities

Official Laboratory
Official laboratories authorized by the Finnish Food Authority: 
https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/laboratoriopalvelut/ruokaviraston-hyvaksymat-laboratoriot/

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY: 
https://mmm.fi/en/frontpage?p_p_id=missinglanguageversionnotification_
WAR_languageversiontoolportlet&_missinglanguageversionnotification_WAR_
languageversiontoolportlet_missingLanguageVersion=1 
 
FINNISH FOOD AUTHORIY: 
https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/en/ 
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FOOD SAFETY IN FINLAND 2017: 
https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/globalassets/tietoa-meista/ julkaisut/ julkaisusarjat/ julkaisuja/
en/eviran_julkaisuja_4_2018_uk_310818.pdf

Codex Contact Point
Ms Anne Haikonen, 
Advisory Committee on Foodstuffs, 
Finnish Codex Contact Point 
PO Box 30, 
00023 Government
Tel: +358 9 1605 2786 
E-mail: codex.mmm@gov.fi 
Website: 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Employment and the Economy (in Finland) 
P.O. Box 32 
FI-00023 GOVERNMENT
Email: maaraykset.tekniset@tem.fi 
Phone: +(358 29) 516 001 
Website: http://www.tem.fi

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
P.O. Box 30 
FI-00023 GOVERNMENT
Email: kirjaamo@mmm.fi 
Phone: +(358 29) 516 001 
Website: http://www.mmm.fi

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
For technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures: 
Ministry of Employment and the Economy (in Finland) 
P.O. Box 32 
FI-00023
Email: maaraykset.tekniset@tem.fi 
Phone: +(358) 29 516001 
Website: http://www.tem.fi



129 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

OIE/WOAH 
Dr. Taina Aaltonen
Chief Veterinary Officer and Deputy Director General in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Mariankatu 11 PO Box 30 FI-00023 Helsinki

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
http://mmm.fi/en/frontpage

http://stm.fi/en/frontpage

https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/en/

http://www.tukes.fi/en

http://www.valvira.fi/web/en/front-page

http://www.tulli.fi/en/frontpage

https://www.terviseamet.ee/en

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/ members/ detail/en/c/15700/

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 
2002 laying down the general principles 
and requirements of food law is the central 
foundation for food legislation in France.

Government measures with regard to food 
safety take into account scientific knowledge 
and, more particularly, scientific risk 
assessments. In France, in the area of food 
safety, there is a clear distinction between 
risk assessment and risk management. Risk 
assessments are conducted and scientific 
opinions are prepared by the French Agency 
for Food, Environmental and Occupational 
Health & Safety (ANSES), and with regard to 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), by 
the High Council for Biotechnology (HCB), and 
are publicly available through publication on 
their websites (unless prohibited by statutory 
provisions).

Risk management is mainly under the 
authority of three general directorates in 
three ministries: the Directorate General for 
Food (DGAL, MAF), the Directorate General 

for Competition Policy, Consumer Affairs 

and Fraud Control (DGCCRF, MEF) and the 

Directorate General for Health (DGS, MSH). 

ANSES also has risk management 

responsibilities in the areas of veterinary 

drugs and plant protection products. The 

ministries use risk assessments prepared by 

ANSES, and in the case of GMOs, by HCB, as 

the scientific foundation for risk management 

measures.

These three general directorates have a dual 

responsibility:

1.	 ‘Political’ – through the development 

of regulations at the national level and 

also through a central administration 

that ensures French representation in 

international and European authorities.

2.	 ‘Operational’ – through decentralised 

services located in each region and 

department in France whose mission is 

to control the implementation of health 

and food regulations.

France

MAF MoFTER MSH ANSES

Subordinate regional and local authorities

HCB

Food Regulatory Ecosystem



131 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

Risk communication is conducted by the 
ministries and by ANSES when relevant. The 
Codex Contact Point in France is located at the 
Secretariat general des affaires européennes 
(General Secretariat for European Affairs), 
which is under the authority of the Prime 
Minister.

Food Safety Authorities:  

Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF)

In the field of food safety, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food (MAF) is responsible 
for agricultural policy, the safety of food 
of animal or plant origin and the safety of 
animal feed. MAF prepares draft legislation in 
this area and is also responsible for controls 
and inspection. MAF is also responsible for 
fighting food crime.

MAF’s portfolio encompasses plant 
protection products, including residues, 
veterinary medicinal products, GMOs and 
zoonoses.

The area of work of MAF extends beyond 
food safety to include plant health, plant 
protection, animal health and animal welfare. 
In France there are two RASFF contact points, 
one is at MAF and the other at MEF.

Ministry of Economy, Finances and 
Recovery (MEF),Directorate General for 
Competition Policy, Consumer Affairs and 
Fraud Control

The Ministry of Economy, Finances 
and Recovery, Directorate General for 
Competition Policy, Consumer Affairs 
and Fraud Control (MEF) is responsible 

for consumer policy, including state food 
inspections of all products of non-animal 
origin.

The portfolio of MEF includes animal feed, 
biological hazards (microbiology / hygiene) 
in food of non-animal origin, GMOs in 
food of non-animal origin (other aspects 
with regard to GMOs are covered by MAF), 
contaminants, emerging risks, food contact 
materials and packaging, food ingredients, 
food  supplements, nanotechnology, novel 
foods, nutrition, plant protection products 
and pesticides (residue).

Ministry of Solidarity and Health (MSH)

The Ministry of Solidarity and Health (MSH) 
Directorate General for Health deals with 
public health policy, food safety, and mineral 
and drinking water. MSH defines objectives 
and priorities for public health policy, sets 
the legislative and regulatory framework, 
develops public health plans and national 
health programmes and ensures their 
implementation. In collaboration with MAF, 
MSH is in charge of investigations on food 
borne diseases.

ANSES: French Agency for Food, 
Environmental and Occupational Health & 
Safety

Created on 1 July 2010, the French Agency 
for Food, Environmental and Occupational 
Health & Safety (ANSES) is a scientific body 
active in the fields of food safety, occupational 
and environmental health, animal health 
and welfare, and plant health. ANSES’s 
core activity is to conduct independent 
and pluralistic expert assessments in order 
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to evaluate health risks and provide the 
competent authorities with scientific data 
and recommendations that are essential 
to take the necessary measures preserve 
public health. These assessments are carried 
out with the support of 15 scientific expert 
committees and related ad hoc working 
groups involving more than 800 external 
scientific experts. In compliance with the 
European regulatory framework for GMOs, 
ANSES participates in the assessment of 
GMO dossiers together with HCB.The agency 
also assesses the effectiveness and risks 
of veterinary medicinal products, plant 
protection products, fertilisers, growing 
media and their adjuvants, as well as 
biocides, with a view to delivering marketing 
authorisations. It also provides assessments 
of chemicals within the framework of the 
European REACH regulations.

ANSES reports to five ministries, three of 
which have responsibilities in the area of food 
safety (agriculture, health, economy). These 
ministries use risk assessments prepared 
by ANSES as basis for risk management 
measures.

ANSES undertakes monitoring, alert, 
vigilance, research and reference activities. It 
also defines, implements and funds scientific 
and technical research programmes. The 
agency relies on a network of nine reference 
and research laboratories which operate in 
three main areas: animal health and welfare, 
food safety (chemical and microbiological), 
and plant health and hold numerous 
reference mandates (65 national mandates, 

13 EU, and 29 international: WHO, FAO, OIE).

High Council for Biotechnology (HCB)

Established by the Genetically Modified 

Organisms Act (GMO Act) of 25 June 2008, 

the High Council for Biotechnology (HCB) 

gives independent advice to the French 

government on all issues relating to GMOs 

and other types of biotechnology. It 

reports to the ministries responsible for the 

environment, agriculture, research, health 

and consumer affairs. In particular, HCB has 

the tasks of:

1.  Assessing the safety of biotechnology: It 

provides opinions on national biomonitoring 

and on the risks to public health and the 

environment of various possible uses of 

GMOs, 2. Studying society-related aspects of 

biotechnology: It specifically gives advice on 

the social and economic impact of GMOs and 

considers the ethical issues that they raise.

To carry out these tasks, HCB consists of two 

committees: a Scientific Committee (SC) and 

an Economic, Ethical and Social Committee 

(EESC).

Regional and local levels

France consists of 13 regions and 101 

departments (five departments and 

regions are located overseas). Feed and 

food inspections are carried out by the 

decentralised services (regional and local 

offices) of the three ministries in charge of 

food and feed safety.
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Contact Details

Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF)
Marc Fesneau
Minister
78 Rue de Varenne, 75007 Paris, France
Website: https://agriculture.gouv.fr/french-ministry-agriculture-and-food

Ministry of Economy, Finances and Recovery (MEF)
Bruno Le Maire
Minister
Télédoc 151
139, rue de Bercy
75572 Paris Cedex 12
Tel: +01 40 04 04 04
Website: https://www.economie.gouv.fr/

Ministry of Solidarity and Health (MSH)
Francois Braun
Minister
14, avenue Duquesne
75350 PARIS 07 SP
Tel: +01 40 56 60 00
Website:  https://sante.gouv.fr/

French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety (ANSES)
14 rue Pierre et Marie Curie
94701 Maisons-Alfort Cedex FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0) 1 49 77 13 50
Website: https://www.anses.fr/en

High Council for Biotechnology (HCB)
244, boulevard Saint-Germain
paris, 75007, France
Tel: +33 1 44 49 84 67
Website: www.hautconseildesbi otechnologies.fr
Codex Contact Point
Point de Contact du Codex alimentariusen France, 
Premier Ministre, Secrétariatgénéral des Affaires européennes, 
Secteur CIAA, 68, rue de Bellechasse 75700 Paris, France 
Fax: +33 1 44 87 16 04
Email: sgae-codex-fr@sgae.gouv .fr
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Bureau des négociationseuropéennesetmultilatérales
Sous-direction des affaires sanitaireseuropéennesetinternationales
Direction générale de l’alimentation (DGAL)
Ministère de l’Agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêcheet des Affaires rurales
251 rue de Vaugirard
Paris cedex 15
75732
Email: sps.sdasei.dgal@agriculture.gouv.fr
Tel: +(33 1) 4955 8002
Website: http://www.agriculture.gouv.fr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministèreséconomiqueset financiers
DGE/SCIDE
Bât. Sieyès -Télédoc 143
61, Bd Vincent Auriol
PARIS Cedex 13
75703
Email: d9834.france@finances.gouv.fr

OIE/WOAH
Dre. Emmanuelle Soubeyranto
DirectricegénéraleadjointeChief Veterinary Officer (CVO)
Ministère de l’Agricultureet de l’Alimentation
251 rue de Vaugirard 75732 Paris cedex 15
Paris
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The central legal foundation for food 
legislation in Germany is the Food 
and Feed Code (Lebensmittel- und 
Futtermittelgesetzbuch), and the legislative 
responsibilities lie almost exclusively with 
the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL) and its subordinate authorities. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 
the final decision rests with the courts. 
Government measures with regard to food 

safety are generally based on scientific risk 
assessments. In Germany, risk assessment 
and risk management are institutionally 
separated at the federal level. However, at 
the regional level (i.e. the 16 federal states), 
risk assessment and risk management are not 
institutionally separated. Food safety laws are 
enacted at the federal level, but competence 
for official food control lies with the federal 
states. Risk assessments are usually published 
on the Internet unless there are statutory 
provisions prohibiting it.

Germany

BMEL

Ministries and subordinate public authorities in the 16 federal states

TIMRIJKIFLIBVLBFR

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities:  

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL)

The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL) is responsible for agricultural policy 
and food safety. In the field of food safety, 
BMEL prepares draft legislation and issues 
related to statutory regulations. BMEL is 
assisted by several scientific Advisory Boards 
(ABs), such as for the Agricultural Policy, Food 
and Consumer Health Protection, Biodiversity 

and Genetic Resources. The institutions within 
the BMEL’s portfolio include higher federal 
authorities, legally independent institutions, 
the federal research centres, institutions 
belonging to the Leibniz Association and 
recipients of institutional grants. BMEL is 
the central competent authority (CCA) for 
EU legislation in the field of foodstuffs and 
food hygiene, for GMOs in food and feed, 
and for negotiations on legislative provisions 
concerning food safety and their transposition 
into national law. 
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Furthermore, it is the CCA in the area of 
plant health, for animal welfare, and for EU 
legislation related to Maximum Residue 
Limits (MRLs) in foodstuffs of plant and 
animal origin. BMEL is responsible for general 
food hygiene under Regulation (EC) No 
852/2004. It is also responsible for drawing 
up the report on the controls carried out by 
the Länder authorities on the marketing and 
use of plant protection products, pursuant to 
Art. 68 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009. In 
the field of animal nutrition, it is responsible 
for drafting legislation at the federal level and 
for coordinating its implementation with the 
assistance of the Federal Office of Consumer 
Protection and Food Safety (BVL). Regarding 
food safety risks, BMEL receives advice 
from the German Federal Institute for Risk 
Assessment (BfR). 

BMEL encompasses the federal research 
institutions involved in the EFSA network 
pursuant to Article 36, which give advice on 
various matters. These include the Friedrich-
Loeffler-Institute (FLI) in the area of animal 
diseases, animal welfare, animal husbandry, 
animal nutrition and farm animal genetics, 
the Julius Kühn Institute (JKI) with regard to 
plant health and plant protection matters, 
and the Max Rubner Institute (MRI) in the 
field of nutrition and food. Furthermore, as 
part of the Article 36 network, the Thünen 
Institute (TI) provides advice on matters 
concerning plant health, genetically 
modified organisms, animal health and 
welfare, as well as environmental risk 
assessments. Well-founded scientific insights 
are crucial for political decisions. BMEL 
can draw on its well-positioned specialist 

research institutions. This departmental 
research includes the four federal research 
institutes as well as the German Federal 
Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) and the 
German Biomass Research Centre (DBFZ - 
DeutschesBiomasseforschungszentrum). 
Innovative research and competent scientific 
policy advice are closely linked tasks 
undertaken by these institutions.

German Federal Institute for Risk 
Assessment (BfR)

The remit of the German Federal Institute 
for Risk Assessment (BfR) encompasses 
scientifically based risk assessments as 
part of administrative procedures (for 
instance, marketing authorisations for plant 
protection products), the compilation of 
expert reports on issues of food and feed 
safety and consumer protection based 
on internationally recognised scientific 
assessment criteria, and policy advice. In its 
capacity as a scientific body, the BfR prepares 
expert reports on risk assessment. The BfR 
collaborates at the national and international 
level with other scientific organisations which 
are active in consumer health protection 
and food and feed safety. Furthermore, the 
BfR is tasked with identifying new health 
risks and drawing up risk minimisation 
recommendations. It has a legal mandate to 
conduct research in fields regarding its work 
on consumer health protection and food and 
feed safety as well. The BfR is independent 
regarding its scientific assessment, research 
and communication. Research findings are 
used to provide information and scientific 
advice to the BMEL and other ministries as 
well as to regional and local public authorities.
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The BfR’s remit also includes documentation 
on poisoning incidents, the evaluation 
of methods to replace or supplement 
animal testing, and the assessment of 
developmental trends of zoonotic pathogens 
(including antibiotic resistance). Other main 
areas of its work are research and transparent 
communication of risks to the public at large, 
scientific circles and other stakeholders. A 
list of its responsibilities can be found in 
the German Act on the Reorganisation of 
Consumer Health Protection and Food Safety.

In addition, the BfR is also responsible for 
risk assessments and risk communication 
in the area of safety of consumer products, 
cosmetics, biocides and chemicals (REACH: 
Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation of 
Chemicals). Furthermore, the BfR collects and 
evaluates notifications of intoxication caused 
by chemicals. It carries out risk assessments 
on plant protection products and biocidal 
products in relation to toxicology and 
residues. Also methods for residues analysis 
are evaluated for control purposes.

15 National Reference Laboratories (NRLs), 
active in the fields of food and feed safety 
as well as food hygiene, are attached to the 
BfR pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/625. 
They are NRLs for Salmonella, Monitoring 
of Marine Biotoxins, Foodborne Viruses, 
Listeria monocytogenes, Coagulase-positive 
Staphylococci including Staphylococcus 
aureus, Escherichia coli, Campylobacter, 
Trichinella, Antimicrobial Resistance, Animal 
Proteins in Feed, Additives for Use in Animal 
Nutrition, Materials in Contact with Food, 
Food Additives and Aromas, Mycotoxins and 
Plant Toxins as well as Halogenated Persistent 

Organic Pollutants (POPs) in Feed and Food, 
respectively. In addition to these NRLs based 
on EU law, other laboratories with a reference 
function are also attached to the BfR. These 
include the reference laboratory in the 
network of genetically modified organisms 
(GMO), the top appraisal body for the 
import control of wine in accordance with 
the wine monitoring regulation, zoonosis 
reporting, and the consultant laboratories 
for Leptospira, Yersinia as well as vibrios. The 
National Study Centre for Sequencing in Risk 
Assessment is also located at the BfR.

An essential part of socio-scientific risk 
research at the BfR is the development of 
effective risk communication strategies. 
Here, the outcomes of scientific risk 
characterisations are merged with the 
information needs of relevant target groups 
from science, economics, politics, public 
institutions, (consumer) associations, the 
media, NGOs and consumers. Comparison 
of individual risk perceptions with results 
coming from scientific risk assessments and 
descriptions of scientific uncertainty are 
prerequisites for conducting subsequent 
participatory risk communication measures.

Federal Office of Consumer Protection and 
Food Safety (BVL)

The Federal Office of Consumer Protection 
and Food Safety (BVL) is the national 
management body for risks along the food 
chain. In the field of food safety, BVL supports 
the cooperation between the BMEL, the 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer 
Protection (BMUV) and the Federal States. 
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BVL runs a watching and warning system for 
crisis prevention. In times of crisis, it serves as 
a situation centre for the crisis management 
group of BMEL and acts as information hub. 
It regularly organises crisis exercises with all 
relevant players.

BVL is the regulatory authority for plant 
protection products and veterinary medicinal 
products.

BVL collaborates with risk managing bodies 
around the globe, and is involved in standard-
setting at national and international level. 

Together with the Federal States, BVL 
coordinates programmes for control of 
food and of plant protection products, 
and monitoring, including monitoring of 
zoonoses. BVL collects and analyses data 
of official food and feed control as well as 
foodborne outbreaks and forwards them to 
EU. BVL manages the Official Collection of 
Methods of Analysis.

BVL is the German national contact point for 
the inspections of the European Commission, 
for the Rapid Alert System for Food and 
Feed (RASFF) as well as the Administrative 
Assistance and Cooperation System (AAC) of 
the European Union, and in this role secures 
the flow of information between the EU and 
the Federal States. It serves as the contact 
point for the EU Food Fraud network. BVL 
is also the national competent authority 
in the EU authorisation of food additives, 
-flavourings and –enzymes.

On behalf of the Federal States, BVL hosts the 
Common Central Unit ‘Control of Food, Feed, 
Cosmetics, Consumer Goods and Tobacco 

Products Traded on the Internet’ (G@ZIELT) 
as well as the Central Unit for Surveillance 
of Online Trade of Plant Protection Products 
(ZOPf).

BVL also supports competent authorities 
and relevant business associations in export 
matters and accompanies the registration 
process of establishments exporting in third 
countries.

Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI)-Federal 
Research Institute for Animal Health

The work of the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut 
(FLI) focusses on farm animal health and 
welfare and on the protection of humans 
from zoonoses, i.e. infections which can be 
transmitted from animals to humans. These 
tasks are defined in Section 27 of the Animal 
Health Act. FLI conducts basic and applied 
research in different scientific fields. As a 
federal research institute and independent 
higher federal authority under BMEL, FLI 
provides advice for political decision-making 
based on its scientific expertise. The institute 
performs epidemiological investigations 
during outbreaks of animal diseases and 
prepares risk assessments on various 
infectious diseases of farm animals. 

FLI acts as the National Reference Laboratory 
for designated animal diseases and is the 
national licensing authority for veterinary 
in vitro diagnostics. Internationally, FLI 
has been designated as the ‘Collaborating 
Centre for Zoonoses in Europe’ of the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and 
hosts nine OIE reference laboratories as well 
as a WHO Collaborating Centre for Rabies 
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Surveillance and Research and two FAO 
Reference Centres (Classical Swine Fever, 
Animal Influenza and Newcastle Disease). 
Furthermore, FLI is a member of the EU 
Reference Centre for Animal Welfare. As 
the national contact point, FLI scientifically 
supports the competent authorities in the 
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) 
No 1099/2009, Article 20, regarding the 
protection of animals at the time of killing.

Julius Kühn Institute (JKI)-Federal 
Research Centre for Cultivated Plants

The Julius Kühn Institute (JKI) is an 
independent higher federal authority and 
research institution. It is subordinate to BMEL. 
Tasks are stipulated in the German Crop 
Protection Act and the Gene Technology 
Act. The main task is to advise the German 
Federal Government concerning issues 
related to crop production, soil science, plant 
genetics, plant breeding, plant protection, 
plant health and bee protection. Within the 
framework of zonal evaluation procedures as 
well as EU and national approval procedures, 
JKI evaluates plant protection products and 
their active ingredients for application on 
cultivated plants with regard to their efficacy 
and phytotoxicity. 

The effects on bees, non-target and useful 
organisms are also assessed. A further task 
closely related to the evaluation of plant 
protection products is the testing and listing 
of plant protection equipment to assess its 
suitability to meet application requirements. 
JKI develops early warning systems, analyses 
and evaluates the risks of introduction, 
spread and harmful effects of quarantine 

pests and invasive alien species. JKI develops 
measures to prevent their introduction and 
spread and for their eradication. 

As the National Reference Laboratory for 
the diagnosis of pests on plants, JKI is the 
central point in the network of EU reference 
laboratories and diagnostic laboratories 
in Germany. JKI is involved in the approval 
procedure for the release and marketing of 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). JKI 
investigates if and how new biotechnological 
processes should be applied in plant breeding 
and how they should be integrated into 
sustainable plant production and what risk 
potentials and possible need for regulation 
are associated with this.

Max Rubner-Institut(MRI)-Federal 
Research Institute of Nutrition and Food

The Max Rubner-Institut (MRI) advises BMEL 
in the field of consumer health protection 
in the nutrition sector. Important research 
priorities are the investigation of the 
nutritional and health-related value of food, 
work in the field of food safety, and quality 
and bioprocess engineering. The effect of 
nutrition is considered from the molecular 
and cellular level up to the whole organism. 
Research on nutritional behaviour and the 
influence of nutrition on the development 
of children are also of particular importance. 
MRI addresses beneficial nutritional effects 
of food, food constituents as well as novel 
foods. It advises BMEL in terms of dietary 
prevention of non-communicable diseases 
and contributes to the process of conducting 
benefit assessments of food. Four of the 
nine departments conduct research on a 
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specific food category, such as cereals, fats 
and oils, milk, fish, fruit, vegetables and meat. 
These departments focus on the entire food 
chain, from harvesting and production up 
to consumption. MRI collaborates with the 
departmental research institutes within 
the remit of BMEL, especially in the fields 
of nanotechnology, bacteriophages and 
pathogens (including zoonoses) in the 
food chain, trans-fatty acids, mineral oil 
components, plant toxins and mycotoxins as 
well as ergot and ergot alkaloids in foods and 
raw materials, standardization of analytical 
methods, and development of minimising 
strategies for undesirable substances in 
different foods and products. A network of 
experts in food authenticity as well as the 
validation of analytical methods relevant 
for the fight against food fraud is under 
development.

Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute 
(TI)– Federal Research Institute for Rural 
Areas, Forestry and Fisheries

In general, the Johann Heinrich von Thünen 
Institute (TI) carries out research and long 
term-monitoring and provides policy advice 
with regard to natural resources, protected 
assets as well as respective production 
systems and economic and societal issues 
in agriculture, fisheries, forestry and rural 
areas (see www.thuenen.de > TOPICS). EFSA-
relevant activities at the TI focus on animal 
health and welfare, genetically modified 

organisms, environmental risk assessments, 
possible contaminants and their impact 
on humans (e.g. microplastics in fish and 
soils) and certain areas of plant health. 
Several of these activities are embedded in 
co-operations with FLI, JKI, MRI and other 
scientific partners in Germany and abroad.

Regional and local levels

Germany consists of 16 federal states 
(Länder) that vary greatly with regard to the 
size of each state (between approximately 1 
and 18 million inhabitants per state). The 16 
federal states of Germany are, in principle, 
responsible for the implementation of laws. 
Therefore, every state is responsible for the 
implementation of food and feed safety. The 
federal government supervises the federal 
states to ensure correct execution of the 
federal laws. In this task, the federal states are 
independent, i.e. not bound by instructions 
of the federal government. In Germany, 
the federal states are responsible for food 
control. In most federal states, food control 
is divided into three levels: At the uppermost 
level, the responsible ministry coordinates 
the food control. Below that, the provincial 
authorities or the regional government 
offices are responsible for the supervisory 
control of the food control authorities in 
the district or municipal authorities (‘Kreise 
und KreisfreieStädte’). These local offices for 
food and veterinary control carry out the 
investigations locally.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL)
CemÖzdemir
Federal Minister
Referat 535, 53107 Bonn, Germany
Tel: +49 228 995294167
Website: https://www.bmel.de/EN/Home/home_node.html

German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR)
Professor Dr.Dr. Andreas Hensel
President
Max-Dohrn-Straße 8-10, 10589 
Berlin, Germany.
Website: https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/home.html

Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL)
BundesamtfürVerbraucherschutz und Lebensmittelsicherheit (BVL)
Bundesallee 51
38116 Braunschweig
Tel: +030 18444-99999
E-Mail: poststelle@bvl.bund.de
Website: https://www.bvl.bund.de/EN/Home/home_node.html

Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI)-Federal Research Institute for Animal Health
Headquarters InselRiems
Südufer 10, D-17493 Greifswald-InselRiems
Telephone: +49 38351 7-0
Website: https://www.fli.de/de/startseite

Julius Kühn Institute (JKI)-Federal Research Centre for Cultivated Plants
Erwin-Baur-Str. 27
06484 Quedlinburg
Germany
Tel: 0 3946 47-0
Mail: poststelle@julius-kuehn.de 
Email: poststelle@julius-kuehn.de-mail.de
Website: https://www.julius-kuehn.de/
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Max Rubner-Institut (MRI)-Federal Research Institute of Nutrition and Food
Federal Research Institute for Nutrition and Food
Haid-und-Neu-Str. 9
76131 Karlsruhe
Tel: +49 721 6625-0
Email: kontakt@mri.bund.de
Website: https://www.mri.bund.de/de/home/

Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute (TI)
Johann Heinrich von Thünen Institute,
Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas, Forests and Fisheries
Bundesallee 50
38116 Braunschweig
Germany	
Tel: +49 531 596 1003
Email: info@thuenen.de
Website: https://www.thuenen.de/de/

Codex Contact Point
BundesministeriumfürErnährung und Landwirtschaft, (BMEL).
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture Division 314, Wilhelmstr
 54 10117 Berlin
Fax: +49 (0)30 18529 3273
Email: Codex.germany@bmel.bund.de
Wenbsite: http://www.bmel.de

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
BundesministeriumfürErnährung und Landwirtschaft (BMEL)
Referat 621
Wilhelmstraße 54
10117 Berlin
Email: sps@bmel.bund.de
Tel: +(49 30) 18 529 3439
Website: http://www.bmel.de
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
DIN DeutschesInstitutfürNormunge.V. (DIN) National TBT Enquiry Point
SaatwinklerDamm 42/43, Berlin-13627
Email: auskunft@din.de
Tel: +49 (0) 30 2601-2063
Website: http://www.din.de

Deutsche Akkreditierungsstelle GmbH (DAkkS)
(National accreditation body for the Federal Republic of Germany)
Spittelmarkt 10
D-10117 Berlin
Email: tbt@dakks.de
Phone: +49 (0) 30 670591; ext.362

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Dietrich Rassow
Director for Animal Health and Animal Welfare Chief Veterinary Officer
Directorate of Animal Health and Animal Welfare
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Wilhelmstraβe 54 D-10117 Berlin
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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 is the central 
legal foundation for food legislation in 
Greece. Infringement of food regulations 
can lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures with regard 

to food safety are often based on scientific 
risk assessments. However, the final decision 
on the legality of governmental measures 
rests with the courts. In Greece, there is no 
institutional separation of risk assessment 
from risk management in any sector.

Greece

MRDF MH

Subordinate regional and local authorities

BPI NPHO

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

EFET ELGO EOF

Food Safety Authorities:  

Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
(MRDF)

The Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
(MRDF) is responsible for agricultural policy 
and safety of agricultural (food) products in 
Greece. MRDF implements horizontal and 
vertical legislation in the area of food and 
feed and is responsible for the coordination 
of food safety inspections, in cooperation 
with EFET. The bases for MRDF management 
measures are the risk assessments 
undertaken by MRDF itself or its supervised 
organisations. 

MRDF also engages in transparent 

communication with consumers on topics of 
food and feed safety. MRDF is also responsible 
for feed safety, residues of plant protection 
products and veterinary medicinal products, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and 
zoonoses. 

MRDF monitors veterinary inspections 
by local authorities and is the regulatory 
authority for pesticides (plant protection 
products and biocides). The area of work of 
MRDF extends beyond food safety to include, 
for instance, plant health, plant protection, 
animal health, animal welfare and biocides. 
62 National Reference Laboratories operate 
in Greece pursuant to Regulation (EU) No. 
2017/625.
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Ministry of Health (MH)

The Ministry of Health (MH) deals with 
the determination of sanitary conditions 
and control measures for enterprises 
subject to public health regulations, the 
national nutrition policy focusing on health 
promotion, the surveillance of the quality of 
water intended for human consumption, and 
the provision of guidelines regarding: 

a.) 	 quality assurance and surveillance of 
bottled waters, 

b.) 	 issuance of permits for bottling factories, 
c.) 	 health control of bottling factories.

Hellenic Food Authority (EFET)

The Hellenic Food Authority (EFET) is a 
subordinate authority of MRDF. EFET ensures 
that food produced, distributed or marketed 
in Greece meets food safety and hygiene 
standards as described by national and 
European legislation. EFET supervises food 
inspections in Greece. EFET’s central services 
monitor and coordinate tasks of regional 
EFET authorities. Risk assessments are 
compiled by a scientific advisory body (ESET) 
established within EFET. Risk assessments are 
the basis for risk management measures and 
their corresponding communication. The 
risk assessment work of EFET is performed 
in an independent fashion. The area of 
work of EFET extends beyond food safety to 
include labelling, nutrition and health claims, 
nutrition policy, training, communication 
with stakeholders, etc.

National Organization for Medicines (EOF)

The National Organization for Medicines 

(EOF) is a public entity administratively under 
MH. The task of EOF is to ensure public health 
and safety of medicinal products for human 
and veterinary use. The remit of EOF also 
includes foodstuffs intended for particular 
nutritional uses, food supplements, specific 
product types of biocides, medical devices 
and cosmetics. EOF is the regulatory 
authority for veterinary medicinal products 
and all health-related products in Greece. 
It monitors the post-marketing product 
quality, safety and efficacy. EOF proposes 
and promotes medical and pharmaceutical 
research. EOF also supplies the public 
and health professionals with objective 
information on medicines (for human and 
veterinary use) and other health-related 
products to ensure their safe and rational use 
and to support optimal cost effectiveness.

Benaki Phytopathological Institute (BPI)

The Benaki Phytopathological Institute (BPI) 
is a research institute, public sector entity 
that works independently in the field of 
science and operates under the supervision 
of the MRDF. BPI is responsible for the 
evaluation and risk assessment of plant 
protection products and specific product 
types of biocides. Regarding plant health, 
BPI performs risk assessments for emerging 
harmful organisms. The research conducted 
at BPI is aimed to address various needs and 
requirements of the agricultural sector. The 
main scientific disciplines covered by BPI 
are related to phytopathology, entomology 
& agricultural zoology, pesticide safety for 
human health, non-target species and the 
environment.
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ELGO – Demeter Hellenic Agricultural 
Organisation

ELGO – Demeter is a public benefit, 
independent body under the supervision 
of MRDF, and is governed by private law. 
The main objective of ELGO – Demeter is to 
develop and/or support actions aimed at 
modernizing and developing the country’s 
agricultural sector, improving production 
processes, enhancing competitiveness, 
certifying quality agricultural products 
and food (e.g. origin and identity of 
products), establishing and certifying good 
agricultural practices and implementing 
controls in the milk and meat production 
chain in the country. Furthermore, ELGO – 
Demeter organises and operates vocational 
educational training and schools.

National Public Health Organization 
(NPHO)

The National Public Health Organisation 

(NPHO) is a legal entity governed by private 
law under the supervision of MH. It is 
responsible for the surveillance of food borne 
and water borne sporadic disease cases 
and outbreaks, and for the coordination of 
investigations of food borne and water borne 
disease outbreaks at the national level.

Regional and local levels

Regional and local levels in Greece consist 
of seven decentralised administrations, 13 
regions and 325 municipalities. 13 regional 
EFET authorities and local authorities are 
responsible for the implementation of food 
inspections. MRDF and EFET are responsible 
for coordinating regional food inspections.

Both the central General Chemical State 
Laboratory and the regional Chemical 
Services are under the supervision of the 
Independent Authority for Public Revenue 
and are responsible for the laboratory 
analyses of foodstuffs.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Rural Development and Food (MRDF)
Georgios Georgantas
Incumbent Minister
Acharnon 381 &Destouni 2,.Postcode.: 111 43, Athens.
Website: http://www.minagric.gr/index.php/en/

Ministry of Health (MH)
ThanosPlevris
Incumbent Minister
Aristotelous 17, Athina 104 33, Greece
Email: sitecontact@moh.gov.gr.
Website: https://www.moh.gov.gr/
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Hellenic Food Authority (EFET)
HELLENIC FOOD AUTHORITY
124 Kifissiasave.& 2 Iatridoustr, 115 26 Athens, Greece
Tel: +213 2145800, Fax: 213 2145860
Email: info@efet.gr
Website: https://www.efet.gr/index.php/el/

National Organization for Medicines (EOF)
Mesogeion 284,15562Cholargos
Tel: 213 2040 000
Website: https://www.eof.gr

BenakiPhytopathological Institute (BPI)
8 Stefanou Delta Street, Kifissia,
Athens, Greece 14561. 
Tel: (+30) 210-8180314. 
Fax: (+30) 210-8077506. 
Website: http://en.bpi.gr

ELGO – Demeter Hellenic Agricultural Organisation
Hellenic Agricultural Organization Dimiter
ΤΚ 57001 Thermi Thessaloniki 
Tel: 2310 365-370. Fax: 2310 365-371. 
Email: info@vri.gr.
Website: https://www.vri.gr/en

National Public Health Organization (NPHO)
Panagiotis Arkoumaneas
President
3-5 Agrafon St., EL-15123 Athens ·
Website: https://eody.gov.gr
Codex Contact Point
Greek Codex Contact Point, Ministry of Rural Development and Food Hellenic Food Authority 
Directorate of Nutrition Policy and Research, Department of Quality Standards, 124, Kifisias 
Avenue & 2, Iatridou str., 115 26 Athens
Fax: +30 213 214 5875
Email: codex@efet.gr
Website: http://www.efet.gr
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Rural Development and Food
Directorate of Agricultural Policy and Documentation
5 Acharnon Street
Athens 10176
Email: ax5u092@minagric.gr
ax5u091@minagric.gr
Tel: +(30) 210 2124144/3
Website: http://www.minagric.gr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
National Quality Infrastructure System (N.Q.I.S.)
Hellenic Organization for Standardization (ELOT)
Information Centre for Standards and Technical Regulations
Contact Person: EvangeliaAlexandri
50 Kifisou Av.
GR 121 33 Peristeri
Email: ealexandri@elot.gr; wtotbtgr@elot.gr
Tel: +(30) 210 2120 304
Website: http://www.elot.gr

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Sofia Boutsini
Director
Animal Health Directorate – Ministry of Rural Development and Food
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The Food Chain Act is the central legal 
foundation for food legislation in Hungary. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 
the final decision rests with the courts. 
Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 

assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. In Hungary, the National Food 
Chain Safety Office (NÉBIH) is responsible 
for risk management and risk assessment. 
Risk assessments are not published on the 
Internet yet.

Hungary

AM

Subordinate regional and local authorities

NNK

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

NEBIH OGYEI

ME EMMI

Food Safety Authorities:  

Ministry of Agriculture (AM)

The Ministry of Agriculture (AM) has full 

responsibility for official controls for all 

food chains. The ministry’s core tasks are: 

international relations, strategic planning 

and drafting legislation in the fields of 

food chain safety from farm to table, and 

supervising the control activities at the 

county and local levels. In the case of 

incidents when immediate action is required, 

the Minister of Agriculture, through the Chief 

Veterinary Officer (CVO), has the right to give 

direct orders to the regional/local authorities. 

The portfolio of the AM includes soil, plant 

health, feed, food, genetically modified 

organisms (GMOs), zoonoses, mineral water 

and drinking water. The AM also deals with 

residues of plant protection products and 

veterinary medicinal products, however 

the regulatory authority for pesticides and 

veterinary drugs is the NÉBIH. 

The ministry formulates government 

measures related not only to rural 

development, but also to the supervision of 

food chains, environmental protection and 

the agricultural economy. The ministry’s main 

goals are the sustainable management of 

natural resources, diversity of rural land use, 
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rural development and creating conditions 

for the safe and high-quality production and 

distribution of food products.

Ministry of Human Capacities (EMMI)-

State Secretariat for Healthcare

The State Secretariat for Healthcare is 

responsible for determining the special rules 

and for the preparation of legislation related 

to the direction of healthcare provision on 

the national level and in higher education 

institutes. It regulates the national public 

healthcare tasks. The area of competence 

of the Ministry of Human Capacities (EMMI) 

covers legislation in the field of nutritional 

health (e.g. nutritional health aspects of mass 

catering) and is primarily responsible for 

establishing legislation on food supplements, 

dietetic products, infant and follow-up 

formulas, health and nutrition claims and 

nutrition labelling.

National Institute of Pharmacy and 

Nutrition (OGYÉI)

The National Institute of Pharmacy and 

Nutrition (OGYÉI) operates under the 

supervision of the Ministry of Human 

Capacities (EMMI). Amongst other 

things, the OGYÉI is responsible for the 

notification of food supplements, foods for 

particular nutritional uses (infant formulas, 

complementary foods, gluten-free foods, 

etc.), cosmetics and biocides used in the food 

industry and mass catering, and also conducts 

investigations on food supplements and 

foodstuffs with nutrition and health claims.

National Public Health Center (NNK)

The National Public Health Center (NNK) 
operates under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Human Capacities (EMMI) and 
is led by the Chief Medical Officer. NNK is 
responsible for coordinating the official 
supervision of food supplements, foods for 
particular nutritional uses (foods for special 
medical purposes, infant formulas, follow-on 
formulas, fortified foods) and mass catering. 
With regard to infectious diseases, NNK 
performs the duties of the microbiological 
National Reference Laboratory, collects and 
manages data on foodborne diseases and 
shares them with other relevant parties, e.g. 
NÉBIH and ECDC

Prime Minister’s Office (ME)

Since 2011, the Prime Minister’s Office (ME) 
has been responsible for funding for staffing 
and infrastructure and for implementation 
of the operational programmes. 
Administratively, the County Government 
Offices (CGOs) are under the Prime Minister’s 
Office. The ME has other, non-professional 
management powers (for example: employer 
rights) as regards the CGOs.

National Food Chain Safety Office (NÉBIH)

The National Food Chain Safety Office 
(NÉBIH) is an independent legal entity with 
nationwide competence and responsibility 
operating under the direct supervision of 
the Minister of Agriculture. Its annual budget 
is allocated by the government. The NÉBIH 
has a complex organisational structure 
with various horizontal and professional 
directorates and testing laboratories. The 
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NÉBIH covers the whole food chain, from soil 
to retail distribution as well as catering, in 
order to facilitate the safety of food and feed 
production with respect to animal and plant 
health and soil conservation.

The NÉBIH is involved in the authorisation 
of novel foods. The Risk Management 
Directorate supports the activities of 
the competent authorities (quick risk 
assessments, risk communication, risk 
management supporting activities in the 
case of crisis situations). The directorate 
is the single national contact point for 
the Commission Service ACN (Alert and 
Cooperation Network: RASFF, AAC common 
network). The directorate is responsible for 
general communication and for providing 
early warning programmes related to public 
awareness and education. 

The System Management and Supervision 
Directorate coordinates the multi-annual 
national control plan (MANCP) and is 
responsible for risk assessments, strategic 
and risk-based planning of official controls, 
and for IT system development. As a result 
of the cooperative preliminary work of the 
Ministry of Rural Development and the 
NÉBIH, the Food Chain Safety Strategy 2013–
2022 has been accepted by the government. 
The strategy determines the most important 
targets and duties connected to food chain 

safety, as well as provides guidance on the 
achievement of these desired goals for the 
next years.

Regional and local levels

Administratively, Hungary is divided into 
19 counties and Budapest. The counties are 
further subdivided into 174 districts, and 
Budapest is its own subregion comprised of 
23 districts. At the county level, all authorities 
involved in official controls of the food chain 
have been merged and integrated into the 
County Government Offices (CGOs). Since 
01 March 2020, the departments responsible 
for carrying out official controls in relation 
to food chain safety and animal health have 
been operating in new structures and under 
new names. 

The ME is responsible for the direction of 
the CGOs; the AM is responsible for the 
professional direction of the units responsible 
for food chain control. Regarding the official 
food chain controls, the CGOs implement the 
control plans following the procedures and 
guidelines that are all provided by NÉBIH 
and ordered by the AM. As of 2015, there are 
197 district government offices (DGOs) at the 
local level. At the district level, there are 82 
Food Chain Safety and Animal Health Units 
(on average, each unit is responsible for 2–3 
DGOs).
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture (AM)
Minister
Head office: 1055 Budapest, Kossuth Lajos tér 11.
Postal address: 1860 Budapest
Tel: +36 1 795 2137
Fax: +36 1 795 0200
E-mail: sajto@fm.gov.hu
Website: https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-agriculture

Ministry of Human Capacities (EMMI)
Minister
Head office: 1054 Budapest, Akadémia u. 3.
Tel: +36-1-795-1200
E-mail: ugyfelszolgalat@emmi.gov.hu
Website: https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/ministry-of-human-resources

National Institute of Pharmacy and Nutrition (OGYÉI)
H-1135 Budapest, Szabolcsutca 33.
Tel.: (1) 8869-300
E-mail: ogyei@ogyei.gov.hu
Mail: 1372 P.O. Box: 450
Website: https://ogyei.gov.hu

National Public Health Center (NNK)
1097 Budapest, Albert Flóriánút 2–6.
Mailing address: 1437 Budapest, Pf. 777
Tel: (+36 1) 476 1100
E-mail: tisztifoorvos@nnk.gov.hu
Website: www.nnk.gov.hu

National Food Chain Safety Office (NÉBIH)
Program Manager
1024 Budapest,
KitaibelPálstreet 4.
Tel: +36 (20) 454-8418
Email: ugyfelszolgalat@nebih.gov.hu
Website:https://maradeknelkul.hu/ 



153 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

Codex Contact Point
National Food Chain Safety Office, Directorate for Food Safety Risk Assessment KitaibelPálutca 
4. H-1024, Budapest Postal Address: H-1525 Budapest Pf. 30. Hungary
Email: hu-codexcp@nebih.gov.hu
Website: http://portal.nebih.gov.hu/ccmas

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Rural Development
Food Chain Control Department
Kossuth Lajos tér 11
1055 Budapest
Email: tamas.racsko@vm.gov.hu
Tel: +(361) 795 37 68
Website: http://www.kormany.hu

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point

For technical regulations:
Hungarian Technical Notification Centre
EU Legal Compliance Department
Ministry of Justice
Contact person: Mr. ZsoltFazekas
Budapest
Kossuthtér 2-4.
H-1055
H-1880
Tel: +(0036) 17955733
Email: technicalnotification@im.gov.hu; zsolt.fazekas@im.gov.hu

For standards:
Magyar SzabvanyugyiTestület (Hungarian Standards Institute)
Üllöiút 25, Pf.,24, Budapest 9
H-1450
Tel: +(361) 456 68 00
Email: gy.ponyai@mszt.hu
Website: http://www.mszt.hu/angol/indexeng.htm

OIE/WOAH
Dr Lajos Bognár
Deputy State Secretary Chief Veterinary Officer
Food Chain Safety Department
Ministry of Agriculture
1055, Kossuthtér 11 Budapest
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The Food Act is the central legal foundation 
for food legislation in Iceland. Infringement 
of food regulations can lead to measures 
under criminal law and consumer damage 
claims under civil law, whereby the final 
decision rests with the courts.

Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments.  However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts.

Risk assessment and risk management 
are partly separated. Risk assessments are 
conducted by a risk assessment committee 
and with support from Matís Ltd.  (Icelandic 
Food and Biotech R&D). 

The risk assessment committee reports 
to the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MoFAF). The role of the committee 
is to provide scientific risk assessments in 
the areas of food, feed, fertilizers, and seed 
products.

The Minister of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries and the Food and Veterinary 
Authority (MAST) may request the opinion of 
the committee. The committee may also, on 
its own initiative, carry out a risk assessment 
in consultation with the Minister of Food, 
Agriculture and Fisheries.

Risk management decisions are made by the 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
and the Food and Veterinary Authority. 
Risk assessments from EFSA or national 

Iceland

ANR

Subordinate local authorities

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

MAST

risk assessment authorities are sometimes 
used. Risk assessments connected to animal 
welfare are conducted by the Food and 
Veterinary Authority.

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MoFAF)

The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MoFAF) is responsible for food, 
agriculture and fisheries policy and food 
safety in Iceland. Risk assessment committee 
is under the responsibility of MoFAF.

Icelandic food safety legislation is adapted 
to the relevant European Union (EU) acts 
related to the production of foodstuffs and 
fish farming within the European Economic 
Area (EEA) of which Iceland is a member. The 
ministry prepares legislation in the area of 
food, agricultural and fish products, foods of 
animal and plant origin and other food and 
feed, and is responsible for official controls.  
The portfolio of MoFAF includes drinking 
water, plant health, animal health, feed, animal 
welfare, seeds, fertilizers and fishing catches. 
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Icelandic Food and Veterinary Authority 
(MAST)

The Icelandic Food and Veterinary Authority 
consists of a head office, an office for import 
and export control, and regional offices.  
MAST supervises the food control activities 
of the municipalities. MAST is subordinate 
toMoFAF and is the central competent 
authority in the field of food safety and feed, 
animal health and animal welfare. MAST is 
involved in risk communication as well as 
preparatory work for EU legislation and other 
national legislation (in support of MoFAF 
activities). MAST is responsible for inspections 
and controls during the import and export 
of food, feed, plants and live animals. In the 
area of food of animal origin, MAST carries 
out controls and inspections in primary 
production of livestock, in slaughterhouses 
in establishments producing food of animal 
origin (fish, meat, milk, eggs) and in feed-_ 
and animal byproducts processing plants. .

Matís Ltd. provides to the authoritiesscientific 
advice and support in the area of chemical 
and microbiological food safety, monitoring 
of food safety risks as well as laboratory 
diagnostic services in the field of chemical 
and microbiological risks.

MAST cooperates with the Institute for 
Experimental Pathology at Keldur, University 
of Iceland, with regard to risk assessment 
in the area of animal disease. The Institute 
for Experimental Pathology at Keldur also 

provides scientific advice and support in 
the areas of animal and human disease, 
monitoring human health, as well as 
laboratory diagnostic services in the field of 
animal disease.

MAST also cooperates with several other 
scientific and governmental institutions 
within Iceland, e.g. the Chief Epidemiologist 
of the Directorate of Health on topics 
regarding communicable diseases and 
food borne outbreaks, the Directorate of 
Customs regarding import and export, and 
the Icelandic Medicines Agency regarding 
the evaluation and registration of veterinary 
medicinal products.

Food Science and Biotechnology (Matís 
Ltd.)

Matís Ltd is an independent research institute 
owned by the Icelandic government. Matís 
Ltd. provides laboratory services as well as 
risk assessments in the area of food safety. 
Matís is designated as a National Reference 
Laboratory in 10 fields covering chemical and 
microbiological analysis in food and feed. 

Regional and local levels

Iceland is divided into four veterinary 
districts, each with a regional office of MAST. 
Nine independent municipal Environmental 
and Public Health Offices are responsible 
for food safety controls in establishments 
producing food of non animal origin and at 
the retail level and are supervised by MAST.
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Food testing facilities:

Sector Laboratories Risk assessment, 
scientific advice

1. 	 Animal Health The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur

MAST and the Institute for 
experimental pathology at 
Keldur

2.	 Food of Animal Origin Matís Laboratory
The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur
Sýniehf, Kópavogur, Syniehf, 
Akureyri

Risk assessment committee 
for food, feed, fertilizer 
and seeds MAST and Matís 
Laboratory

3.	 Imports of animal and food 
of animal origin

Matís Laboratory 
The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur

MAST

4. 	 Feedingstuffs Syniehf, Kópavogur. 
LUFA

Risk assessment committee 
for food, feed, fertilizer and 
seeds, MAST

5. 	 TSEs The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur, Matís 
Laboratory

MAST and the Institute for 
experimental pathology at 
Keldur

6. 	 ABP The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur, Matís 
Laboratory

MAST and the Institute for 
experimental pathology at 
Keldur

7. 	 Veterinary medicines  
- authorisation, marketing 
and distribution  	
Veterinary medicines  
- residues

Livsmedelsverket 
Sweden, Eurofins Sweden, 
Födevarestyrelsen Danmark, 
LUFA Germany., 

MAST and IMA

8. 	 Foodstuffs and 
Food hygiene

Matís Laboratory,
The Institute for experimental 
pathology at Keldur
Syni ehf, Kopavogur,
Syni ehf, Akureyri

Risk assessment committee 
for food, feed, fertilizer and 
seeds, MAST

9.	 Imports of food of plant 
origin

MAST

10.	 Plant protection products 
- authorisation, marketing 
and use 

N/A MAST and UST

	 Plant protection products - 
residues

Matís Laboratory

11.	 Animal Welfare N/A MAST
12.	 Plant Health N/A MAST
13.  Organic production Matís Laboratory MAST
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Central level Website 
MoFAF Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 

Fisheries
www.stjornarradid.is/raduneyti/
matvaelaraduneytid/

MoEEC	 Ministry for the Environment, Energy 
and Climate

www.umhverfisraduneyti.is

MoH Ministry of Health www.velferdarraduneyti.is
MAST Icelandic Food and Veterinary 

Authority 
www.mast.is

UST The Environment Agency www.ust.is
DoH Directorate of Health www.landlaeknir.is
IMA Icelandic Medicines Agency www.lyfjastofnun.is
DoF Directorate of Fisheries www.fiskistofa.is
IRC Icelandic Revenue and Customs www.tollur.is
Municipal Environmental and Public Health Offices (LCAs)
HEF LCA forGardabaer, 

Hafnarfjordur,Kopavogur, 
Mosfellsbaer and Seltjarnarnesarea

+354 550 5400
 Hörður Þorsteinsson

HER LCA for the City of Reykjavik https://reykjavik.is/thjonusta/
heilbrigdiseftirlit-reykjavikur
+354 411 1111
TómasGuðbergGíslason

HEV LCA for Vesturland area https://hev.is/
+354 431 2750
c/o Þorsteinn Narfason

HEVF LCA for Vestfjordur area http://hevf.is/
+354 456 7087
c/o Anton Helgason

HNV LCA for Nordurland west area www.hnv.is/
+354 453 5400
c/o Sigurjón Þórðarson

HNE LCA for Nordurland east area www.hne.is
+ 354 414 7990
c/o Leifur Þorkelsson

HAUST LCA for Austurland area www.haust.is/
+354 1235
Lára Guðmundsdóttir

HSL LCA for Sudurland area swww.hsl.is
+354 480 8250
c/o Sigrún Guðmundsdóttir

HES LCA for Sudurnes area  www.hes.is
+354 4203288
c/o  Ásmundur Þorkelsson
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Codex Contact Point
Mrs. Ágústa R. Jónsdóttir, 
Icelandic Food and Veterinary Authority, 
Austurvegur 64, 800 Selfoss, 
Iceland
Tel: (+354) 530 4800 
E-mail: legal@mast.is 
Website:http://www.mast.is 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
SPS Notification Authority
The Food and Veterinary Authority - MAST 
SPS Contact Point: Mr Viktor Pálsson, Director, Legal Affairs; viktor.palsson@mast.is 
Austurvegur 64 
800 Selfoss
Email: mast@mast.is 
Phone: +(354) 530 4800 
Website: http://www.mast.is

SPS Enquiry Point
The Food and Veterinary Authority - MAST 
SPS Contact Point: Mr Viktor Pálsson, Director, Legal Affairs; viktor.palsson@mast.is 
Austurvegur 64 
800 Selfoss
Email: mast@mast.is 
Phone: +(354) 530 4800 
Website: http://www.mast.is

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
For technical regulations: Institute for Accreditation, LegalMetrology, Market Surveillance, 
Metrology and Electrical Safety 
Borgartuni 21 
Reykjavik 
Reykjavik 
IS-150
Phone: +(354) 510 11 00
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For standards: The Icelandic Standardization Council 
Holtagardar 
Reykjavik 
Reykjavik 
IS-104
Phone: +(354) 520 71 50

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
External Trade Department 
Contact person: Mrs. Bryndis Kjartansdóttir 
Raudaràrstig 25 
Reykjavik 
Reykjavik 
IS-150
Email: bryndis.kjartansdottir@utn.is 
Phone: + (354) 560 99 00

OIE/WOAH 
Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Sigurborg Daðadóttir, 
Austurvegur 64, 800 Selfoss, 
+354 530 4800
Sigurborg.dadadottir@mast.is

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
https://www.stjornartidindi.is/
https://www.mast.is/en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.htmlhttps://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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In India, the Food Safety and Standards Act 
(FSS Act) established in 2006 consolidate 

the laws relating to food and under this act, 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) established in 2008 under the 

aegis of the Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare for laying down science based 

standards for articles of food and to regulate 

their manufacture, storage, distribution, sale 

and import, to ensure availability of safe and 

wholesome food for human consumption. 

The FSS Act is enforced through State 

Commissioners of Food Safety along with 

Designated Officers and Central Food Safety 

Officers for domestic food. For Imports, the 

food is regulated at the ports by Authorized 

Officers and also customs officials who are 

notified as authorized officers. Under the 

Food Safety Act, various food safety and 

standards regulations have been formulated 

which include Food Products Standards 

and Food Additives, Contaminants, Toxins 

and Residues, packaging, labelling & 

display, advertising & claims, Vegan foods, 

Ayurveda Aahara, fortification of food, 

import, Approval for Non-Specific Food and 

Food ingredients, laboratory and sampling 

analysis, nutraceuticals, organic food, 

alcoholic beverages etc. The safety and 

quality of food (domestic & import) is being 

looked after by the established standards 

and quality assurance, i.e. testing facilities 

across the country (Primary, Referral & 

Reference labs). Also, a mobile food testing 

van, i.e. “Food safety on wheels” is part of the 

testing facility which can be accessed by the 

public for testing of food to instill confidence 

amongst consumers that food is safe to eat. 

The “Food Safety on Wheels”, conducts simple 

tests for common adulterants in milk, water, 

edible oil and other items of food of daily 

consumption, and also these mobile units are 

used to build awareness around food safety, 

hygiene and promoting healthy eating 

habits in citizens at large and for conducting 

training and certification programme for food 

handlers and supervisors in food businesses, 

particularly petty food businesses. 

For the setting up of food standards, risk 

based approach is carried out. In FSSAI, 

there are 21 Scientific Panels, a Scientific 

Committee which assist the food authority 

in formulating food product standards by 

providing scientific opinions and inputs 

based on their risk assessment. 

Food Testing and analysis is an essential part 

of the food safety ecosystem to assure that 

the food is safe to consume. FSSAI notified 

NABL accredited food laboratories under 

Section 43 of FSS Act, 2006. FSSAI approved 

notified laboratories as National Reference 

Laboratories (NRLs) and as ancillary facility of 

NRLs (ANRLs) for specific purpose.

Referral food laboratories: The Food Authority 

recognizes referral food laboratories for the 

purposes of carrying out analysis of appeal 

samples. 

India
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National Reference Laboratories: FSSAI has 

recognized National Reference laboratory 

(NRL) to set up a country wide standard 

for routine procedures, validation of such 

standard procedure / testing methods, 

development of new methods and ensuring 

proficiency in testing across the food 

laboratories with special reference to the 

risks or food categories. Either a primary food 

laboratory or a referral food laboratory can 

be considered for declaration as a NRL.

Food lab details can be referred at:

https://www.fssai.gov.in/cms/food-

laboratories.php

Ministry of Commerce and Industry: The 

mandate of the Department of Commerce 

under the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry is to regulate, develop and promote 

India’s international trade and commerce 

through formulation of appropriate 

international trade & commercial policy and 

implementation of the various provisions 

thereof. The basic role of the Department 

is to facilitate the creation of an enabling 

environment and infrastructure for 

accelerated growth of international trade. 

The Department formulates implements 

and monitors the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 

which provides the basic framework of policy 

and strategy to be followed for promoting 

exports and trade. the Department is also 

entrusted with responsibilities relating 

to multilateral and bilateral commercial 

relations, Special Economic Zones, state 

trading, export promotion and trade 

facilitation, and development and regulation 

of certain export-oriented industries and 

commodities.

Under the Ministry, following authorities are 

important with regard to export, trade of 

food products:

1.	E xport Promotion 
Councils and Export 
Certification Authorities

(1.a) Export Inspection Council

The Export Inspection Council (EIC) was 

set up by the Government of India under 

Section 3 of the Export (Quality Control and 

Inspection) Act, 1963 (22 of 1963), in order 

to ensure sound development of export 

trade of India through Quality Control 

and Inspection and for matters connected 

thereof. EIC is an advisory body to the Central 

Government, which is empowered under 

the Act to: Notify commodities which will be 

subject to quality control and/ or inspection 

prior to export, Establish standards of quality 

for such notified commodities, and Specify 

the type of quality control and / or inspection 

to be applied to such commodities.

The Export Inspection Council (EIC) is 

the official export –certification body of 

India which ensures quality and safety of 

products exported from India.  EIC is the 

Competent Authority for export of various 

food items namely fish & fishery products, 

dairy products, honey, egg products, meat 
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and meat products, poultry meat products, 

animal casing, Gelatine, Ossein and crushed 

bones and feed additive and pre-mixtures, 

rice etc.

Directorate General of Foreign Trade 

(DGFT): DGFT is responsible for implementing 

Foreign Trade Policy with the main objective 

of promoting smooth trade. DGFT has been 

involved in the regulation and promotion of 

foreign trade through regulation. Keeping in 

line with liberalization and globalization and 

the overall objective of increasing of exports, 

DGFT has since been assigned the role of 

“facilitator”. The shift was from prohibition 

and control of imports/exports to promotion 

and facilitation of exports/imports, keeping 

in view the interests of the country.

 (1.b)	Agricultural and Processed Food 

Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA)

The Agricultural and Processed Food 

products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) is an export promotion organization 

under the Ministry of Commerce & Industries, 

Government of India. It is mandated with the 

responsibility of promotion and development 

of the export of its scheduled products. 

Also, APEDA is responsible for carrying out 

inspection of meat and meat products in 

slaughter houses, processing plants, storage 

premises, conveyances or other places where 

such products are kept or handled for the 

purpose of ensuring the quality of such 

products; improving of packaging of the 

Scheduled products; improving of marketing 

of the Scheduled products outside India; 

Promotion of export oriented production 

and development of the Scheduled products. 

 (1.c) Marine Products Export Development 

Authority (MPEDA): MPEDA is under the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry with a 

mandate to promote the marine products 

industry with special reference to exports 

from the country. MPEDA is the nodal agency 

for the holistic development of seafood 

industry in India. It is also empowered to 

carry out inspection of marine products, its 

raw material, fixing standards, specifications, 

and training as well as take all necessary 

steps for marketing the seafood overseas. 

(1.d) Tea Board India

Tea board  India under Ministry of Commerce 

& Industry has been established to promote 

the cultivation, processing, and domestic 

trade as well as export of tea from India. It is 

responsible for assignment of certification 

numbers to exports of certain tea merchants 

and approval of Inspection Agencies. This 

certification is intended to ensure the teas’ 

origin, which in turn would reduce the 

amount of fraudulent labelling on rare teas 

such as the ones harvested from Darjeeling 

tea estates. Export certification from the 

Tea Board is mandatory for exports to take 

place. The Tea Board provides Export License, 

distribution license and permanent exporter’s 

license under Tea (Distribution & Export) 

Control Order 2005. Laboratories under the 
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Tea Board, or accredited by the Board have 

the authority to conduct conformity of 

standards. It also provides financial support 

to research organisations and the monitoring 

of advances in tea packaging as it relates to 

health benefit aspects. The Tea Board has 

developed Good Agricultural Practices, and 

for addressing pesticides it developed a Plant 

protection Code for proper use of pesticides.

(1.e) Coffee Board

The Coffee Board of India under Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry has been established 

to promote coffee production in India. The 

Coffee Board’s duties include promotion 

of the sale and consumption of coffee 

in India and abroad, conducting coffee 

research, registration of exporters, issue of 

registration-cum-membership Certificate 

(RCMC), financial assistance to establish 

small coffee growers, safeguarding working 

conditions for labourers, managing the 

surplus pool of unsold coffee and issue 

export permits under Rule 44(2) Coffee Act 

1942. Export certification from the Coffee 

Board is mandatory for exports to take place. 

(1.f) Spices Board India

Spices Board India under Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry is the Indian 

government’s regulatory and export 

promotion agency for Indian spices. The main 

functions of Spices Board India is Research, 

Development and Regulation of domestic 

marketing of Small & Large Cardamom, post-

harvest improvement of all spices, promotion 

of organic production, processing and 

certification of spices, provision of quality 

evaluation services, export promotion of all 

spices, registration of exporters, promotion 

of exports of spices and spice products. The 

Spices Board has a state-of-the-art testing 

laboratory at its headquarters in Kochi. There 

are also regional laboratories at Mumbai, 

Chennai, Tuticorin, Kandla, Delhi, and Guntur. 

Through the laboratories, the Spices Board 

makes mandatory quality checks for spices 

exported from India. 

(1.g) Coconut Development Board

Coconut Development Board (CDB) 

is a statutory body established by the 

Government of India under Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare for the 

integrated development of coconut 

production and utilization in the country with 

focus on productivity increase and product 

diversification. The Board is responsible for 

quality testing for the products, adopting 

measures for the development of the coconut 

industry and imparting technical advice 

to those engaged in coconut cultivation 

and industry, providing financial and other 

assistance for the expansion of the area 

under coconut and encourages the adoption 

of modern technologies for processing of 

coconut and its products, recommending 

measures for improving the marketing of 

coconut and its products and measures for 

regulating imports and exports of coconut 

and its products.
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(1.h) CHEMEXCIL

Basic Chemicals, Cosmetics & Dyes Export 

Promotion Council popularly known 

as CHEMEXCIL has been set up by the 

Government of India with the objective 

of promoting exports of dyes and dye 

intermediates, basic inorganic & organic 

chemicals including agrochemicals, 

cosmetics, soaps, toiletries & essential 

oils, lubricants and castor oil from India to 

various countries abroad. CHEMEXIL is the 

nodal agency designated by the Ministry 

of Commerce & Industry for compliance of 

REACH legislation of the European Union. 

It has been authorized by the Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry to issue No preferential 

Certificates of Origin to its member-exporters 

for export of their products to various 

countries on the condition that the said items 

are covered are manufactured in India.

(1.i) CAPEXIL

CAPEXIL was setup by the Government of 

India to promote the export of chemical 

and allied products from India. It is the 

Competent Authority to support, protect, 

maintain, increase and promote the exports 

of all chemicals, pharmaceutical and other 

allied products including fertilizers and 

manures, Crushed Bones, Ossein and Gelatin 

(under EIC Act).

(1.j) SHEFEXIL

Shellac Export Promotion Council (SEPC) was 

established by the Government of India to 

facilitate India’s exports of shellac and lac-

based products. SEPC’s role was enhanced as 

the Nodal EPC for India’s Non-Timber Forest 

Produce, to facilitate exports of Vegetable 

Saps & Extracts, Guar Gum, Sesame seeds, 

Herbs, Niger. Seeds, Other Vegetable 

materials, Fixed Vegetable Oil, Cakes and 

more. Subsequently, SEPC was renamed as 

SHEFEXIL (Shellac & Forest Products Export 

Promotion Council) SHEFEXIL was declared 

as the nodal EPC for the North Eastern Region 

of India, to facilitate all exports from the 

states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 

Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram & 

Sikkim.

(1.k) IOPEPC

Indian Oilseed and Produce Export 

Promotion Council (IOPEPC) is concerned 

with the promotion of various Oilseeds and 

Oils. IOPEPA is engaged in the development 

and promotion of exports of oilseeds, oils 

and oilcakes. Besides focusing on exports, the 

Council also works towards strengthening 

of domestic supply chain by encouraging 

farmers, shellers, processors, surveyors and 

exporters to enhance the quality of oilseeds 

in India. IOPEPC serves as the common 

forum for the Indian oilseeds/ vegetable 

oils exporters, foreign buyers, the Indian 

Government, R & D agencies for oilseeds 

and vegetable oils in India, international 

agencies and many other official bodies and 

authorities globally. 
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(1.l)	D irectorate of Plant Protection, 

Quarantine and Storage

The Directorate of Plant Protection 

Quarantine & Storage is an apex organization 

for advising the Government of India and 

state governments on all matters related to 

Plant Protection. It is an attached office of the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

Plant protection activities encompasses 

those aimed at minimizing crop losses due to 

pests through integrated pest management, 

plant quarantine, regulation of pesticides, 

locust warning and control and training in 

desert areas besides training and capacity 

building in plant protection. Its main 

functions cover both export and import. The 

mandate of Directorate of Plant Protection, 

Quarantine and Storage is that it draws 

and tests samples from export and import 

consignments for the presence of exotic 

pests inimical to Indian agriculture and the 

issue of phytosanitary certificates for export 

consignments, to prevent introduction of 

exotic pests inimical to Indian agriculture 

by implementation of Destructive Insects 

and Pests Act, 1914 supported by Plant 

Quarantine Order (Regulation of Import into 

India), 2003, export and import Certification 

of plants and plant products for safe 

global trade in agricultural commodities 

(certifying that standards relating to pests 

and diseases are met; pesticide certification 

is from other agencies), to advise and assist 

the Union Government on all matters 

including international obligations related 

to plant protection, to popularize adoption 

of integrated pest management (IPM) 

through training and demonstration in crops 

inter-alia promotion of biological control 

approaches in crop protection technology, 

to ensure availability of safer and effective 

pesticides through regulatory measures 

under the Insecticides Act, 1968, to keep 

watch and control over locust in scheduled 

desert area, human resource development 

in plant protection technology, monitoring 

pesticides’ residues at national level.

Animal Quarantine & Certification 

Services: The purpose and scope of setting 

up of Quarantine Stations is to prevent the 

ingress of dangerous exotic diseases into 

the country through imported livestock 

and livestock products. Increased and faster 

international trade and travel has exposed 

every country to the danger of infiltration of 

known and unknown transmissible diseases 

which have the potential of very serious and 

rapid spread with adverse socio-economic 

and human/animal health consequences. 

Its functions include “Implementation 

of the provisions of the Livestock and 

Livestock Products Importation Act and 

Central Government orders in force on the 

importation and exportation of livestock and 

livestock products. 
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

1. 	F ood Safety and Standards Authority 
of India-FSSAI
Chief Executive Officer
03rd & 04th Floor, FDA Bhawan, Kotla 
Road near Bal Bhawan 
New Delhi - 110002.
Tel: + 011-23220995
email: ceo@fssai.gov.in
Website:https://www.fssai.gov.in/

2. 	E xport Inspection Council (EIC)
Director
2nd Floor, B- Plate, Block-I Commercial 
Complex, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi 
- 110023
Tel:+ 011- 20815386/87/88
E-mail eic@eicindia.gov.in
website: https://www.eicindia.gov.in/
WebApp1/

3. 	D irectorate General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT)
Director General
Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT) Udyog Bhawan, H-wing, Gate 
No-02, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi 
-110011
Tel:+1800-572-1550 / 1800-111-550 OR 
Dial 011-23061562
Email: dgftedi@nic.in
Website: https://www.dgft.gov.in/CP/

4. 	A gricultural & Processed Food 
Products Export Development 
Authority (APEDA)
Chairman
Address: 3rd Floor, NCUI Building 3, Siri 
Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, 
(Opp. Asiad Village), 

New Delhi - 110 016  
Tel: +91-11- 41486020/41486013 
/20863919 /20867008 /20867007 
E-mail: headq@apeda.gov.in, 
chairman@apeda.gov.in
Website: https://apeda.gov.in/
apedawebsite/

5. 	 Marine Products Export Development 
Authority (MPEDA)
Chairman
The Marine Products Export 
Development Authority,
MPEDA House,
P.B.No.4272,
Panampilly Avenue,
Panampilly Nagar P.O,
Kochi – 682 036,
KERALA
Tel: +91 484 2311901, +91 484 2311854
Email: ho@mpeda.gov.in
Website: https://mpeda.gov.in/

6. 	T ea Board India
Deputy Chairman 
14, B.T.M. Sarani (Brabourne Road)
Kolkata 700 001
Tel: +91 33 2235 1331
Email: dychairman.tbi@gov.in
Website: https://www.teaboard.gov.in

7. 	C offee Board
Chairman
#1, Dr. B.R.Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bengaluru - 560 001,
Karnataka, India.
Tel: +91-80- 22266991 - 994
Email: chairman.coffeeboard@gmail.
com
website: https://indiacoffee.org/index.
aspx
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8.	S pices Board India
Secretary
Sugandha Bhavan, N.H. By Pass, 
Palarivattom P.O 
Cochin - 682025, 
Kerala, India.
Phone : 91-484-2333610, 2333611, 
2333612
Email :  mail.sboard@gov.in
Website: http://www.indianspices.com

9. 	C oconut Development Board
Chairman
P.B. No.1021, Kera Bhavan, SRV Road 
(Near SRV High School), 
Kochi – 682 011, Ernakulam District,
 Kerala State, India
Tel: + 0484-2377737
Email: kochi.cdb@gov.in
Website: https://coconutboard.gov.in

10. 	C HEMEXCIL
Executive Director
4th floor, Jhansi Castle, 7, Cooperage 
St, Dr Ambedkar Statue Chowk Area, 
Colaba, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400001
Tel: +022 2202 1288
Email: ed@chemexcil.in
Website: https://chemexcil.in

11. 	CA PEXIL
President
Vanijya Bhavan (3rd Floor), International 
Trade Facilitation Centre
1/1, Wood Street,
KOLKATA-700016, INDIA.
Ph: 033-22891721, 22, 23
E-mail: capexil@capexil.in
Website: http://capexil.org/

12. 	S HEFEXIL
International Trade Facilitation Centre
1/1 Wood Street, 2nd Floor,
Kolkata 700 016.
Tel: +91-33-2283-4417
E-mail: sepc@bharatmail.co.in,  
shefexil@gmail.com
Website: https://www.shefexil.org/
index.php

13.	IO PEPC
Chairman
78/79, Bajaj Bhavan, Nariman Point,                           
Mumbai - 400021. Maharashtra, India.        
Tel: + (91 - 22) 2202 3225 / 9295
Email: info@iopepc.org
Website: https://iopepc.org/index.php

14. 	D irectorate of Plant Protection, 
Quarantine and Storage
Plant Protection Adviser ,
Directorate of PPQ&S,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare,
NH-IV, Faridabad
Tel: + 0129-2413985, 0129-2410056
Email: ppa@nic.in
Website:https://ppqs.gov.in

15.	A nimal Quarantine & Certification 
Services
Quarantine Officer
Animal Quarantine and Certification 
Service
Old Delhi Gurgaon Road, Kapashera,
New Delhi - 110037, India
Tel: +011 - 25063272
Email: aqcsnr-dadf@nic.in
Website: https://aqcsindia.gov.in
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Codex Contact Point
Advisor (Codex)
National Codex Contact Point
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
FDA Bhawan
New Delhi. 
Email: codex-india@nic.in

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Food safety and human health related 
issues:
Ms. Sakshee Pipliyal
Assistant Director (Regulation)
Food Safety Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI)
FDA Bhawan
Near Bal Bhawan
Kotla Road
New Delhi 
Tel: +(011) 8860529053
Email: spstbt.enqpt@fssai.gov.in
http://www.fssai.gov.in/

Animal health and related issues:
Joint Secretary
Department of Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying
Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries
Krishi Bhawan
New Delhi
Tel: +(011) 23389620
Email: : gn.singh13@nic.in
Website: http://dahd.nic.in/

Plant health or phytosanitary related 
issues:
Joint Secretary
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 
Farmers Welfare
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Krishi Bhawan

Dr Rajendra Prasad Road
New Delhi
Tel: +(011) 23384240
Email: catish@ias.nic.in
Website: http://agricoop.nic.in/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
Manak Bhavan
Contact Person: Mr J Roy Chowdhury, 
Scientist ‘F’ & Head
9 Bahadur Shah Marg
New Delhi
Tel: +(91 11) 232 30 342 +(91 11) 232 31 082
Email: enquirypoint@bis.gov.in
Website: http://www.bis.org.in

OIE/WOAH
 Secretary (Livestock Health)
Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying 
and Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Room N° 190A
Krishi Bhawan
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road
New Delhi_110001

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ 
Standards:
https://www.fssai.gov.in/cms/act-2006.php
https://www.fssai.gov.in/index.
php?page=standards.php
https://www.fssai.gov.in/cms/food-safety-
and-standards-regulations.php
https://www.fssai.gov.in/advisories.php
https://www.fssai.gov.in/index.
php?page=businesses.php
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/
files/Compendium_Food_Import_
Regulations_05_06_2022.pdf
https://www.fssai.gov.in/index.
php?page=food-testing.php
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The Government of the Republic of Indonesia 
released the Law no 18/2012 on food with 
the objective to increase production of 
food , provide diverse food and fulfil safety, 
quality and nutrition requirements for 
consumption, achieve food sufficiently level, 
especially staple food with reasonable and 
affordable prices according to the necessity 
of the people, facilitate or improve food 
access for the people, especially people  with 
food insecurity and malnutrition, increase 
added value and competitiveness of food 
commodity in domestic and foreign market, 
increase knowledge and awareness of the 
people concerning food safety, quality and 
nutrition for consumption, improve welfare 
for farmers , fisherman , fish farmers, and 
food businesses and protect and develop 
the rich resources of national food. The 
quality of food is specifically governed by 
Government Regulation No. 28/2004 on 

Food Safety, Quality, and Nutrition (“GR 
28”). GR 28 regulates the sanitation of food, 
additional ingredients that can be added 
to food, genetically modified foods, food 
irradiation, food packaging, food guarantees, 
laboratory analysis, contaminated food, 
food quality, food quality certification, food 
nutrition, importation of food, exportation 
of food, supervision of food, and public 
participation in the supervision of food. 
Law No. 33/2014 on Halal Assurance (“Halal 
Law”) requires halal certification for 
consumer products in general, including 
foods and beverages. The Rapid response 
particularly in emergency situation is dealt 
by Indonesia Rapid Alert  System for Food 
and Feed (INRASFF). The implementation of 
the National Standardization Agency in the 
field of accreditation is conducted by the 
Indonesia National Accreditation Committee 
(KAN).

Indonesia

Foods & Drugs 
Supervisory Agency 

(BPOM)

Ministry of Marine 
Affairs and Fisheries:

Ministry of Agriculture

Food Safety Authorities

Foods & Drugs Supervisory Agency 

(BPOM): 

The National Agency of Drug and Food 

Control of Republic of Indonesia or NADFC 

or BPOM is responsible for protecting 
public health through the control and 
supervision of prescription and over-the-
counter pharmaceutical drugs (medications), 
vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, dietary 
supplements, food safety for processed 
food sector and cosmetics. BPOM deals with 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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the registration of products in the market, 
labelling requirements. The importation of 
foods is specifically regulated under Head 
of BPOM Regulation 4 of 2017 (“Supervision 
of Import Food Regulation”). Under this 
regulation, the only processed food that 
can be imported into Indonesia is food that 
already has a Market Authorization Permit. In 
addition to this, the importer must obtain an 
approval from the Head of BPOM in the form 
of an Import Information Letter (“SKI”). BPOM 
requires the registration of domestically 
produced processed foods and imported 
processed foods. Imported processed 
foods can specifically be registered by their 
relevant importers or distributors, provided 
that they satisfy the following conditions: 
must be in possession of the relevant food 
import or distribution licenses; must be in 
possession of a designation letter (in the 
form of an agreement), as drawn up by 
the relevant exporting companies in the 
countries of origin; and must comply with 
good distribution practices that meet the 
requirements of the relevant foods.

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries: 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
primary task is to marine affairs and fisheries 
in Indonesia. Its function is to Develop, 

establish, and execute marine affairs and 
fisheries policy, supervision of execution of 
marine affairs and fisheries activity, provider 
of technical support and supervision with 
regional level, executor of national level 
technical assistance.

Ministry of Agriculture: 

Realizing food and nutritional security, 
Ministry of Agriculture is working in order 
to increase the availability, affordability and 
utilization of food as a fulfilment of food 
consumption and community nutrition. 
Also, increasing the Added Value and 
Competitiveness of Agricultural Commodities 
is to encourage agricultural commodities 
to have competitive advantages and better 
value from the results of production, storage, 
processing and distribution. In addition to 
this, the Ministry of Agriculture is improving 
the welfare of farmers by protecting and 
empowering farmers. This is a food safety 
authority for Fresh Food. 

According to the Law no.18 year 2012 and 
government regulation no.28 year 2004 all 
of the bodies which is responsible for food 
safety sector must coordinate with each 
other in order to ensure the national Food 
Control System works well in Indonesia. 
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

National Agency of Drug and Food Control: 
State Printing Street No. 23
Jakarta - 10560 - Indonesia
Tel: +6221 4244691 / 42883309 / 42883462
Email: halobpom@pom.go.id, Rompiyanblik@pom.go.id
Website: https://www.pom.go.id/new/
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries:
Sakti Wahyu Trenggono
Minister
Kementerian Kelautan Dan Perikanan Jl. 
Medan Merdeka Timur No.16 Jakarta Pusat Telp. 
Tel:+(021) 3519070 EXT. 7433 
Email: humas.kkp@kkp.go.id Call Center KKP: 141

Ministry of Agriculture:
Syahrul Yasin Limpo
Minister
Republic of Indonesia Ministry of Agriculture
Jl. Harsono RM. No. 3, Ragunan
Jakarta 12550, Indonesia
Email: humas-ip@pertanian.go.id
Website: www.pertanian.go.id

Codex Contact Point
Mr. Wahyu Purbowastto
Head of Center for Standard Application System
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia
Email: codex-indonesia@bsn.go.id

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Secretary General of Fish Quarantine and Inspection Agency
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Affairs
Mina Bahari Building 2, 6th Floor
Jl. Medan Merdeka Timur
Jakarta
Tel: +(62 21) 351 9070
Email: kerjasama.bkipm@kkp.go.id
Website: http://www.bkipim.kkp.go.id
Director of Standardization for Processed Food
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Food and Drugs Agency
Jl. Percetakan Negara No. 23
Jakarta
Tel: +(62 21) 424 4691
Email: kerjasamaln_bpom@yahoo.co.id, subditspo2@yahoo.com
Indonesian Agricultural Quarantine Agency
Ministry of Agriculture
Jl. Harsono Rm No. 3, Building E, 1st, 3rd, 5th & 7th Floors
Ragunan
Jakarta
Tel: +(62 21) 782 1367 / 781 6480
Email: sps.indonesia@pertanian.go.id
Website: http://karantina.pertanian.go.id

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
TBT WTO Notification and Enquiry Point of Indonesia
National Standardization Agency of the Republic of Indonesia (BSN)
Contact person: Ms. Konny Sagala
Director of Implementation System for Standards and Conformity Assessment
BPPT Building I, 12th floor
Jln. M. H. Thamrin No. 8
Jakarta Pusat
DKI Jakarta
Tel: +(62) 21 3927422; ext 127
Email: tbt.indonesia@bsn.go.id; tbt.indonesia@gmail.com
Website: http://tbt.bsn.go.id

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Nasrullah Nasrullah
Directorate General
Ministry of Agriculture
Building C 6th Floor
Jl. Harsono RM N°3 Ragunan, 
Pasar Minggu Jakarta Selatan DKI,  
Jakarta 12550
INDONESIA
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The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)

established by the Food Safety Authority 

of Ireland Act, 1998. The Act includes 

food safety, standards, enforcement, food 

inspection etc. Under the Act, FSAI ensures 

that (a) food produced in the State (whether 

or not distributed or marketed in the State), 

and (b) food distributed or marketed in the 

State, meets the highest standards of food 

safety and hygiene reasonably available and 

it shall, in particular, take all reasonable steps 

to ensure that such food complies (i) with 

food legislation in respect of food safety and 

hygiene standards, or (ii) where appropriate, 

with the provisions of generally recognised 

standards or codes of good practice aimed at 

ensuring the achievement of high standards 

of food hygiene and food safety.

Ireland

DoH

NNK

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

FSAI

HSE SFPA MI NSAI DAFM LAVS

DAFM

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Health (DoH)

The Department of Health (DoH) is 
responsible for policy issues in the area of 
food safety, for formulating and transposing 
EU regulations and for reviewing national 
legislation. It provides the governance 
oversight function for the Food Safety 
Authority of Ireland on behalf of Government. 
Its remit covers the retail sectors for food and 
non-retail processing and distribution of 
foods of animal and non-animal origin.

Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine (DAFM)

The Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine (DAFM) is responsible for policy 
development, negotiation at the EU level, 
implementation in national law of EU rules 
and official controls in the areas of primary 
production of food, animal health and 
welfare, feed safety, plant health, fisheries, 
slaughtering of animals and processing of 
foods of animal origin up to but not including 
the retail level.

DAFM carries out risk assessments in the 
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field of animal feed and pesticides. DAFM 
personnel also enforce food law and conduct 
risk management of food under contract 
with the FSAI. DAFM’s enforcement of 
feed law and associated risk management 
activities are standalone functions. Eight 
National Reference Laboratories are attached 
to DAFM pursuant to Regulation (EC) No. 
882/2004. The remit of DAFM extends beyond 
food safety to include, for instance, plant 
health, animal health, animal welfare, feed, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and 
zoonoses. DAFM is the regulatory authority 
for pesticides and veterinary drugs. DAFM 
national veterinary service is subdivided 
into four regional animal health and welfare 
inspectorates with 28 District Veterinary 
Offices. There are six regional veterinary 
public health inspectorate regions.

Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) is 
a statutory, independent and science-based 
body dedicated to protecting public health 
and consumer interests in the area of food 
safety and hygiene. Established in 1999, its 
principal function is to protect consumers and 
improve compliance through partnership, 
science, and food law enforcement. 

It is an independent agency under the aegis 
of the Minister of Health. The FSAI enforces 
food legislation in Ireland. It does this by 
managing official control activities through 
service contract arrangements with other 
bodies – namely, the Health Service Executive 
(HSE), the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine (DAFM), the Sea-Fisheries 
Protection Authority (SFPA), local authorities, 

the Marine Institute (MI) and the National 
Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) – as well 
as scientific and technical support to other 
bodies through publications and training, 
and conducting risk assessments to underpin 
risk management decisions and actions. 

The FSAI runs the national RASFF contact 
point and the Administrative Assistance and 
Cooperation (AAC) national contact point 
as well as the national EFSA Focal Point. The 
FSAI has a remit to carry out risk assessments, 
risk management and risk communication 
relating to food safety.

Health Service Executive (HSE)

The Health Service Executive (HSE) was 
established by the DoH as part of the 
provisions of the Health Act, enacted in 2004. 
The Environmental Health Service is part of 
the HSE and provides a range of food safety 
and food control services on behalf of the 
FSAI. It is responsible for official controls at 
retail level and on foods of non-animal origin. 
The HSE has nine food laboratories which are 
official laboratories pursuant to Regulation 
(EC) No. 882/2004. 

Two of these laboratories have been 
appointed as National Reference Laboratories. 
The HSE is divided into four geographical 
regions: Southern Region, Western Region, 
Dublin Mid-Leinster Region and Dublin North 
Eastern Region. There are between seven and 
nine environmental health sections in each 
region and 39 nationally.

Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA)

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) 
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is responsible for the implementation and 
enforcement of national and EU legislation 
that deals with health conditions for the 
production and placing on the market of 
fish, shellfish and fishery products. Its remit 
extends from harvesting and catching 
through to fish and fish products being 
placed on the market, but excluding products 
for retail sale, which are supervised by the 
HSE. The SFPA has six offices in the major 
ports around the coast.

Marine Institute (MI)

The Marine Institute (MI) is responsible for 
implementation of aquatic animal health 
legislation under EU and National legislation 
and monitors the movement of finfish and 
shellfish into and within Ireland. The MI is 
the National Reference Laboratory for finfish, 
molluscs and crustacean disease. It provides 
scientific advice and support services to both 
the FSAI and SFPA.

National Standards Authority of Ireland 
(NSAI)

The National Standards Authority of Ireland 
(NSAI) is responsible for the development 
of Irish standards, representing Irish 
interests in the work of the European and 
international standards bodies CEN and ISO, 
the recognition of natural mineral waters 
and controls on suppliers of food contact 
materials.

Local Authority Veterinary Service (LAVS)

The Local Authority Veterinary service is a 
collective of veterinary inspectors based in 
local authorities and subject to 25 service 
contracts with FSAI. They act independently 
and locally in their work enforcing food law 
in small slaughter establishments and meat 
processing plants.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Health (DoH):
Block 1, Miesian Plaza, 50 – 58 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2, D02 XW14
Tel: +01 635 4000
Website: www.gov.ie/health/

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM):
Charlie McConalogue
Minister of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Head Office
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, D02 WK12
Tel:++353 1 607 2000
Email: info@agriculture.gov.ie
Website: www.gov.ie/agriculture/

Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI)
Dr. Pamela Byrne
Chief Executive Officer
The Exchange, George’s Dock, IFSC, D01 P2V6, Dublin 1.
Tel +353 1 817 1300
Email info@fsai.ie
Website: https://www.fsai.ie

Codex Contact Point
Mr. Philip Kennedy
Research & Codex Division
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2
Tel: + 353 1 6072501
E-mail: codex@agriculture.gov.ie
Website: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
EU International Trade Section
EU Trade Division
Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine
Agriculture House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2
Email: trade@agriculture.gov.ie
Phone: +(353 1) 607 2011
Website: http://www.agriculture.gov.ie

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Standards Development
National Standards Authority of Ireland
Glasnevin
1 Swift Square
Northwood, Santry, D09 A0E4
Dublin 9
Email: pcp@nsai.ie
Phone: +(353 1) 807 38 00
Website: http://www.nsai.ie

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Martin Blake
Chief Veterinary Officer
Veterinary Services
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Agriculture House, Kildare St. Dublin 2 D02 WK12
Dublin
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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 
2002 laying down the general principles 
and requirements of food law is the central 
legal foundation for food legislation in 
Italy. Infringement of food regulations can 
lead to measures under criminal law and 

consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures concerning 
food safety are based on scientific evidence 
and, more particularly, on scientific risk 
assessments. In Italy, risk assessment and risk 
management are institutionally separated.

Italy

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MdS)

In Italy, most of the mandates for food 
and feed safety, animal health and animal 
welfare are assigned at the national level to 
the Ministry of Health (MdS) (reorganised by 
the Decree of the President of the Council of 
Ministers No. 59 of 11 February 2014), and, in 
particular, to the: 

-	 Directorate General for Food Hygiene, 
Food Safety and Nutrition: The 
Directorate-General for Hygiene and 
Food Safety and Nutrition performs the 
following functions:

yy hygiene and safety of food 
production and marketing, 

including primary products

yy integrated national plan, food 
chain control plans and operational 
guidelines on food import controls

yy risk management in the field of 
expertise, management of the 
warning system and emergency 
management in the field of food 
and feed safety

yy 	foodborne zoonoses

yy 	exercise of state powers in the 
field of nutrition, foods for specific 
population groups, fortified foods, 
functional foods, food supplements, 
herbal products for food use, 
nutritional labeling, food and 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Subordinate regional and local authorities
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nutrition education

yy 	health aspects related to food 
technologies and novel foods, 
genetically modified foods, 
additives, enzymes, food 
flavourings, biological, chemical 
and physical contaminants of the 
food chain, materials and objects 
intended to come into contact with 
food

yy 	phytosanitary products and related 
production, marketing and use 
authorization activities

yy 	animal by-products

yy 	investigations, audits and 
inspections in the areas of 
competence

yy 	organization of the audit system for 
the verification of the prevention 
systems concerning food safety 
and veterinary public health in 
conjunction with the general 
directorate of animal health and 
veterinary drugs

yy 	export promotion  and connected 
activity of certification

yy 	hygiene and safety of food for 
export

yy 	research and experimentation in 
the alimentary 

yy 	coordination with food control 
laboratories

yy 	operational activity in relations with 
the institutions and bodies of the 
European Union and international 
institutions.

In cases where an identified nonconformity 

may represent a danger to public health, 
criminal charges will also be brought. 
All control activities performed by the 
central and local competent authorities are 
integrated in a  multi-annual national control 
plan (MANCP) developed in compliance with 
the principles and guidelines laid down in 
Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004, according 
to which plans shall be based on risk 
assessment (Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002) 
and risk categorisation (Regulation (EC) No. 
882/2004). 

The MANCP is developed in collaboration 
with all competent authorities: 
theIstitutoSuperiore di Sanità (ISS – National 
Institute of Health), the Experimental 
Zooprophylactic Institutes (IZSs), the Ministry 
of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies 
(MiPAAF), the Ministry of Environment, 
the regions and autonomous provinces, 
the Customs Agency, the Carabinieri for 
Health Protection (NAS), the State Forestry 
Corps (CUFAA), the port authorities, and the 
Ministry of Finance’s Police Force.

Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty 
and Forests (MASAF) 	

Within the Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
Sovereignty and Forests (MASAF) the 
Department of International and EU 
Policiesand Rural Development is responsible 
for the coordination of activities related to the 
quality of agricultural products and food. The 
Directorate General of EU and International 
Policiesand Rural Development is responsible 
for plant health, seeds, propagation material, 
fertilisers and some aspects of the field of 
plant protection products, as well as for 
husbandry and products of animal origin.

The Central Inspectorate for Fraud Repression 
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and Quality Protection of the Agri-food 
Products and Foodstuffs (ICQRF) is the law 
enforcement body of the MASAF responsible 
for fraud prevention. It carries out controls 
on labelling and quality of food, agricultural 
products, feed, fertilisers and plant protection 
products via its own laboratory network.

National Institute of Health (ISS)

At the national level, the National Institute of 
Health (ISS) is a technical and scientific public 
body of the Italian National Health Service. The 
ISS (which is under the remit of MH) supervises 
the laboratories of the Italian National Health 
Service engaged in food and feed control and 
performs confirmatory analyses. 

Its activities include research, control, 
training and consultation in the interest 
of public health protection. One of the 
activities carried out by the institute consists 
in supporting inspections and quality 
controls of food products and packaging at 
the request of the Ministry of Health or the 
regions.

Experimental Zooprophylactic Institutes 
(IZSs)

The 10 Experimental Zooprophylactic 
Institutes (IZS) are official laboratories 
operating at the local and national level as 
technical and scientific public sector bodies 
of the Italian National Health Service, within 
the remit of the competent authorities 
(Ministry of Health and regions). One of the 
activities carried out by the IZSs consists in 
supporting inspections and quality controls 
of food products and packaging, at the 
request of the Ministry of Health or the 
regions. All the official laboratories, including 
those mentioned in the ‘Regional and local 
levels’ section, are accredited for specific 

activities by the National Accreditation Body 
(ACCREDIA), nominated by the government 
under Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008 and 
operating under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Economic Development.

Food testing facilities

The IZSs are veterinary public health 
institutes which provide a network of public 
laboratories at national and regional level.  
There are 10 IZS, with approximately 85 field 
diagnostic units at provincial level.  Each IZS 
covers one or more Regions. Each IZS can be 
National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for one 
on more animal diseases or for food safety 
issues. 

At the international level some IZS has 
been aknowledged as FAO or O.I.E. or WHO 
Reference Laboratory

Regional and local levels

Except for the matters explicitly reserved to 
the central government, responsibility for 
controls has been devolved to the regional 
level. The 19 regions and 2 autonomous 
provinces have responsibility, within their 
territories, for planning, coordination, 
guidance, authorisation, and verification, 
while the operational implementation of 
controls is handled at the local level by 99 
local units with a high degree of managerial 
autonomy.

Local units are responsible for local controls 
on animal health, animal welfare and food 
both of animal and non-animal origin. 
The analyses are conducted by official 
laboratories: the network of the 10 IZSs, 
the network of 27 Regional Agencies for 
Environment Protection (ARPA) and the 
network of 16 public health laboratories.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MdS)
Ministry of Health
Department for Veterinary Public Health, Nutrition and Food Safety
DIRECTOR general: DR. Ugo Della Marta
Address- Viale Giorgio Ribotta, 5 - 00144 Roma
Phone: 06 5994 6616
E-mail: segreteriadgsan@sanita.it Office III - International Affairs
Ufficio 2 – Food safety and export
Director: Dr. Pietro Noè
Address - Viale Giorgio Ribotta, 5 - 00144 Roma
Phone: 06 5994 6890
E-mail: p.noe@sanita.it
Website: http://www.salute.gov.it

Ministry of Agriculture,  Food Sovereignty and Forests (MASAF)
Director: Dr.GraziellaRomito
Address:XX Settembre, 20 - 00187 Roma
Phone Number: +390646654143
E-mail IDpiue2@masaf.gov.it
Weblink: https://www.politicheagricole.it

National Institute of Health (ISS)
Director: Dr. Umberto Agrimi
phone: (+39) 06 4990 3420
mail: dipspvsa@iss.it
Weblink: https://www.iss.it/en/sicurezza-alimentare-nutrizione-e-sanit%C3%A0-pubblica-
veterinaria

Central Inspectorate for Fraud Repression and Quality Protection of the Agri-food Products 
and Foodstuffs (ICQRF 
Address: Via Quintino Sella, 42 - 00187 Roma
Phone number: (=39) 064824047 - 064884467
E-Mail: icqrf.capodipartimento@masaf.gov.it
Weblink: https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/394
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Experimental Zooprophylactic Institutes (IZSs)
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/temi/p2_6.
jsp?id=760&area=sicurezzaAlimentare&menu=vuoto

Zooprofilattico Sperimentaledelle Venezie
Viale dell'Università n. 10 - 35020 Legnaro (PADOVA) 
Tel. 0498830380 
Fax 0498830046 
www.izsvenezie.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Abruzzo e del Molise
Via Campo Boario - 64100 TERAMO 
Tel. 08613321 
Fax: 0861332251 
www.izs.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Mezzogiorno
Via Salute, 2 - 80055 Portici (NAPOLI) 
Tel. 0817865111 
Fax: 0817763125 
www.izsmportici.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e della Toscana
Via Appia Nuova, 1411 - 00178 ROMA 
Tel. 06790991 
Fax: 0679340724 
www.izslt.it/izslt/

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e dell'Emilia
Via A. Bianchi, 7 - 25125 BRESCIA 
Tel. 03022901 
Fax: 0302425251 
www.izsler.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d'Aosta
Via Bologna, 148 - 10154 TORINO 
Tel. 01126861 
Fax: 0112487770 
www.izsto.it’
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Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Puglia e della Basilicata
Via Manfredonia, 20 - 71100 FOGGIA 
Tel. 0881786111 
Fax: 0881779853 
www.izsfg.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sardegna
Via Duca degli Abruzzi, 8 - 07100 SASSARI 
Tel. 079289200 
Fax: 079272189 
www.izs-sardegna.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sicilia
Via Gino Marinuzzi, 3 - 90129 PALERMO 
Tel. 0916565111 
Fax: 0916570803 
www.izssicilia.it

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Umbria e delle Marche
Via Salvemini, 1 - 06100 PERUGIA 
Tel. 0753431 
Fax: 07535047 
www.pg.izs.it

Codex Contact Point
Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali (MPAAF), Dipartimento delle politiche 
europee e internazionali e dello sviluppo rurale (DIPEISR), Direzione Generale delle politiche 
internazionali e dell’Unione europea (PIUE), PIUE II, Via XX Settembre 20, 00187 - Rome, Italy
Tel: +39 06 46654058
E-mail: piue2.codex@masaf.gov..it

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Health
Department for Veterinary Public Health, Nutrition and Food Safety
Office III - International Affairs
Via Giorgio Ribotta 5
00144 EUR Roma
Email: em.floresrodas-esterno@sanita.it
Phone: +(3906) 5994 6709
Website: http://www.salute.gov.it
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
For technical regulations
TBT Italia Enquiry Point
Ministry of Economic Development
Directorate General for Market, Competition, the Consumer, Vigilance and Technical 
Regulations

Division XIII – Technical regulation
Contact person: Mr. Giovanni Savini - Legal Officer
Interim Director
Via Sallustiana, 53
00187 Rome
00187
Email: tbt.Italia@mise.gov.it
Phone: +(39 06) 4705 5330
Website: https://www.mise.gov.it

For standards (except electricity and electronics):
Ente Nazionale Italiano di Unificazione (UNI)
Via Sannio, 2
20135 Milan
Email: presidenza@uni.com; direzione@uni.com
Phone: +(39 02) 700 24 402; +(39 02) 700 24 420
Website: http://www.uni.com

OIE/WOAH 
Dr DavideLecchini
Chief Veterinary Officer
Directorate General for Veterinary Health and Veterinary Medicinal Products (DGSAF)
Ministry of Health
Via G. Ribotta 5 00144 ROME
Rome

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/temi/p2_3_alimenti.html
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In Japan, food safety is to protect the health 
of the public through the strengthening 
measures for the assurance of food safety. 
The work is carried out under the Food Safety 
Basic Law, 2003, and related laws including 
the Food Sanitation Law, the Abattoir Law, 
and the Poultry Slaughtering Business Control 
and Poultry Inspection Law.  In addition, other 
related laws are necessary, including the 

Japan
Law of Temporary Measures for Enhancing 
the Control Method of the Food Production 
Process and the Health Promotion Law. The 
work includes various responsibilities. These 
include the regulation of the manufacture, 
import, and sale of food, food additives, and 
food apparatus and containers/packages. 
They also include the provision of related 
information to consumers and businesses.

Ministry of 
Health, labour 

and Welfare 
(MHLW)

Ministry of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 

Fisheries (MAFF)

Food Safety 
Commission

Consumer 
Affairs Agency 

(CAA)

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health, labour and Welfare 
(MHLW):

The general requirements and standards 
are set by MHLW and apply to all types of 
foods including imported foods. The work 
in MHLW includes various responsibilities 
like regulation of the manufacture, import, 
and sale of food, food additives, and food 
apparatus and containers/packages. 
They also include the provision of related 
information to consumers and businesses.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF): 

MAFFis dealing with development of 
Japanese Agricultural Standards (JAS). Under 
JAS, there is a JAS LAW, “The Law Concerning 

Standardization, etc. of Agricultural and 
Forestry Products”. JAS Law is concerning to 
the “JAS System” which ensures that the foods 
and drinks, etc. have a certain quality and are 
produced by specific method. Also, MAFF is 
looking after Animal and Plant Quarantine. 

Food Safety Commission: 

The Food Safety Commission of Japan 
(FSCJ) is a risk assessment organization for 
science-based assessment of food safety 
risks to human health. It is responsible for 
“risk communication” through which the 
information on risk assessments is to be 
provided correctly in an easy-to-understand 
manner. Through risk communication, FSCJ 
provides people with the knowledge and 
wisdom of consuming food safely.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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MHLW, MAFF are working as Risk Manager and Food Safety Commission work as Risk Assessor. 

Consumer Affairs Agency (CAA): CAA is responsiblefor proper food labelling, for informed 
food choices, promoting consumers understanding of food safety, Promoting the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) etc. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health, labour and Welfare (MHLW):
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku Tokyo, 100-8916 Japan 
Tel: +03-5253-1111
Website: https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/seisakun

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF):
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950
Tel:+03-3502-8111
Website: http://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/food_safety/index.html

Food Safety Commission:
Akasaka  Park  Bld.  22nd  F,
Akasaka  5-2-20,  Minato-ku, 
Tokyo  107-6122,  JAPAN
Tel:  +81-3-6234-1166
Website: https://www.fsc.go.jp/english/index.html

Consumer Affairs Agency (CAA):
Central Common Government Offices No.4, 3-1-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8958(Access)
Tel: +81-3-3507-8800
Website: https://www.caa.go.jp/en/

Codex Contact Point
Director
Office for Resources, Policy Division, Science and Technology Policy Bureau,
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
3-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 100-8959,
Japan
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Standards Information Service
International Trade Division
Economic Affairs Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo
Tel: +(81 3) 5501 8344
Email: enquiry@mofa.go.jp

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Japan TBT Enquiry Point
International Trade Division
Economic Affairs Bureau
Ministry of foreign Affairs (MOFA)
2-2-1, Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-Ky
Tukyo
Tel: +(81 3) 5501 83 44
Email: enquiry@mofa.go.jp

OIE/WOAH
Dr Sonoko Kondo
Deputy Director
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Animal Health Division,
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, 100-8950
JAPAN

Dr. Masatsugu Okita
Vice President of the Regional Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Director - Animal Health Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8950
TOKYO
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In Korea, there are number of food safety laws 
functioning. The Food Sanitation Act, Meat 
and Poultry Products Processing Act, Dietary 
Health Supplements Act and its Ministerial 
Ordinances and Enforcement Decrees, and 
associated by-laws are in force at both central 
and local government levels. The provisions 
contained in these Acts cover requirements 
for prohibition of harmful, adulterated foods 
and the use of other hazardous substances 

Korea
in food, requirements for the safe use of 
food additives and packaging materials, 
requirements for food manufacturing 
facilities and employees, food imports and 
inspection procedures, recall and inspection 
guidelines, labeling regulations, and so 
forth. These standards and regulations are 
developed in line with other international 
standards and guidelines including Codex.

Ministry of Food and 
Drug Safety (MFDS)

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food, and Rural Affairs 

(MAFRA)

Animal and Plant 
Quarantine Agency 

(APQA)

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS): 

The Ministry of Food and Drug Safety 

(MFDS), formerly known as the Korea 

Food & Drug Administration (KFDA), is 

responsible for promoting the public 

health by ensuring the safety and 

efficiency of foods, pharmaceuticals, 

medical devices and cosmetics as well as 

supporting the development of the food 

and pharmaceutical industries. The main 

goal is to offer people safe foods and drugs 

through formulating policies, setting up 

specific criteria and standards for food 

products. MFDS established a food safety 

management system to provide safer food. 

Domestic foods are managed through three 

stages: manufacturing, distribution, and 

consumption. In the manufacturing stage, 

the business operator must first submit a 

food manufacturing and item manufacturing 

report, there is self-quality inspections which 

are conducted to ensure safety of products, 

and the HACCP system is applied to protect 

food from any hazardous risk in a pre-

emptive manner. In the distribution stage, 

food products are collected and inspected 

to strengthen safe food distribution, and 

the food traceability system is operated 

to trace the distribution routes of harmful 

foods, along with the operation of the 

Hazardous Food Sales Prevention System. In 

the consumption stage, false or exaggerated 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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advertisements are monitored and consumer 
food sanitation guard system is operated.

Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural 
Affairs (MAFRA): 

The MAFRA has established three core 
agricultural administrative pillars: income 
increase for farmers, welfare enhancement for 
rural areas, and agricultural competitiveness 
improvement. The MAFRA is responsible 
for areas including crop insurance, land 
reclamation, agricultural statistics and the 
development of agricultural technology 
including genetically modified crops and 
environmentally friendly agriculture. It is 
also responsible for direct payments to rice 
farmers and for aspects of preparedness for 
natural disasters. 

Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency 
(APQA): 

APQA deals with Animal disease control and 
Quarantine, Plant quarantine, Animal and 
Plant Health research. 

MFDA is responsible for Foods and Drugs and 
APQA is responsible for Testing animals and 
Plants.

Food testing Facilities

National Institute of Food and Drug safety 
Evaluation, Osong, Cheong Ju. The National 
Institute of Food and Drug Safety Evaluation 
(NIFDS) is a leading institute for the science-
based safety evaluation of food and drugs.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS):
187, Osongsaengmyeong 2-ro, Osong-eup, Heungdeok-gu
Cheongju-si, Chungcheongbuk-do, Republic of Korea [28159]
Tel : +82-43-719-1564 
Website: https://www.mfds.go.kr/eng/

Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs (MAFRA):
Chung Hwang-keun
Minister
94 Dasom 2-ro, Government Complex-Sejong, Sejong-si 30110, Republic of Korea
Tel: +82-2-1577-1020
Website: https://www.mafra.go.kr

Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency (APQA):
177,Hyeoksin 8-ro, Gimcheon-si, Gyeongsangbuk-do, 39660
Republic of Korea
Tel:+ +82-54-912-1000
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Codex Contact Point
Heechul Lee
Assistant Director
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.
Pa Sun Lee
Researcher
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Animal and plant health including import quarantine measures for animal, livestock products 
and plants:
Quarantine Policy Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA)
Tel: +(8244) 201 2080/2081
Email: wtoagri@korea.kr
Website: http://www.mafra.go.kr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Korea WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Division
Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS)
93 Isu-roMaengdong-myeonEumseong-gun
Chungchungbuk-do
Tel: +(82) 43 870 5525
Email: tbt@korea.kr
Website: http://www.knowtbt.kr

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Narantuya Ayushjav
Director General and Chief Veterinary Officer
General Authority for Veterinary Services - Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry
Government Building IX - Peace Avenue 16A - Bayanzurkh District Mongolia
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The legal framework for food safety in Kosovo 
is the Law on Food 03/L-016. Infringement on 
the provisions of the Law on Food and other 
legal food safety acts can lead to measures 
under criminal law and consumer damage 
claims under civil law, in which case the final 
decision rests with the courts.

In Kosovo, risk assessment is still being 
developed. There is no institutional 
separation between risk assessment and risk 
management, and risk assessments are not 
published on the Internet.

Kosovo

FVA

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

MoHMAFRD

Subordinate local 
authorities

Food Safety Authorities

Food and Veterinary Agency (FVA)

The Food and Veterinary Agency (FVA) is 

an executive agency under the auspices of 

the Prime Minister’s Office. Within the Law 

on Food 03/L-016, the FVA is referred to as 

the competent authority for food safety, 

veterinary and phytosanitary issues. The FVA 

develops, coordinates and implements food 

and feed safety, veterinary and phytosanitary 

policies in order to protect public health, 

animal health, plant health and the 

environment.

The FVA’s activities also include approval 

and registration of food business operators 
and ensures that official controls are 
conducted within the scope of risk-based 
annual planning. Risk-based assessments 
are used for controls at border inspection 
posts when food and feed is imported from 
other countries. The Media Relations Unit of 
the FVA deals with risk communication on a 
regular basis and in emerging crisis situations 
as well.

The Food and Veterinary Laboratory (FVL) 
is part of the FVA, and performs laboratory 
tests for food, feed and animal diseases.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural 
Development (MAFRD)

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Rural Development (MAFRD) is responsible 
for the development of agricultural policy, 
legislation and programming for agriculture, 
food and feed safety. MAFRD prepares 
legal bases for establishing infrastructure, 
development and strategic planning for 
implementing safety of food and feed 
measures, plant protection and aquaculture.

Additionally, MAFRD prepares planning for 
rural development related to food security 
and environmental protection. Within 
MAFRD, the Agency for Rural Development 
is responsible for financial support for 
farmers and producers in order to increase 
production capacities and implement food 
safety standards.

MAFRD also comprises the Kosovo 
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Agriculture Institute (KAI) and the Wine 
Institute. These institutes are accredited 
under ISO 17025, which ensures high quality 
standards in laboratory analyses of plant, 
feed, soil and wine.

Ministry of Health (MoH)

The Ministry of Health (MoH) is responsible for 
matters of public health and healthcare. This 
includes drafting legislation for foodborne 
and waterborne diseases. The MoH 
actively participates in the harmonisation 

between Kosovo’s national legislation and 
EU legislation.  MoH is authorised by the 
National Institute for Public Health (NIPH) 
to perform laboratory analysis of samples 
collected during official controls conducted 
by the FVA.

NIPH laboratories are accredited according 
to ISO17025:2006 and cover the areas of 
microbiology, biology and biochemistry, 
in particular the analysis of food products, 
beverages and water.

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:

http://www.auv-ks.net
http://www.mbpzhr-ks.net
https://msh.rks-gov.net/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/ members/ detail/en/c/15700/
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
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In LAOPDR, Food and Drug Department 
(FDD) established in 1994, is a division of 
social structure consisting of the Ministry 
of Health, as the role of Deputy Chief of 
Staff and assisting the Minister of Health 
in administering the State Administration 
of Food and Drug Administration. FDD is 
responsible to protect the health of the 
people from the consumption of health 
products (food, medicine, traditional 
medicine and health care products, medical 
equipment, control chemicals, household 
chemicals and medical products, cosmetics), 
ensuring that these health products are safe 
and secure, promoting proper consumption 
behaviour by providing information.

LAOPDR

Ministry of 
Health (MOH)

Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Forestry (MAF)

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MOH): 

Under the MOH, there is National Food Safety 

Policy, 2009, which covers processed foods. 

Further, production, export, imported of safe 

food is also regulated by MOH. 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

(MAF):

MAF is responsible for primary production. 

MOH is responsible for processed foods and 

MAF is responsible for Primary Produces. 

The control of domestic food product is 

multidisciplinary activity which requires 

the involvement and cooperation of all 

concerned. Food quality is the responsible 

of Food and Drug Department of Ministry 

of Health. Therefore, the issue of release 

certificates of quality and analysis for 

domestic foods product is related to some 

sectors such ads Department of Industry. 

Department of Agriculture, Department of 

Livestock and Fishery Laboratories.

fOod testing Facilities

Food Testing Lab- FDQCC, Vientiane

Plant Protection centre- Vientiane CoP.

Animal Health Lab- Vientiane Cop.

These three main laboratories located in 

Vientiane which are responsible to analyze 

food samples collected by food inspectors. 

Food and Drug Quality Center, Ministry 

of Health has been carried out a physical, 

chemical and microbiological analysis of 

food samples. This is the main laboratory 

to issue certificate of analysis for food 

processors and conduct quality assessment 

for the FDD. Food and Drug Analysis Center 

of Vientiane Municipality also operates a 

food analysis especially microbiological 

analysis. Laboratory of Livestock and Fishery 

Department have been carried out of animal 

parasites and diseases and certify a sanitary 

of meat products.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MOH):
Ban thatkhao, Sisattanack District, 
Rue Simeuang, 
Vientiane

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
(MAF):
Lien Thikeo
Minister
Email: maf.info@gmail.com
Website: https://www.maf.gov.la/

Codex Contact Point
Dr SomthavyChangvisommid, Director 
General,
Food and Drug Department, Ministry of 
Health,
Simuang Road,
Vientiane 01000,
Lao PDR
Tel: +856 21214013
E-mail: codexcontactpoint_lao@yahoo.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Department of Planning
Division of Agriculture and Forestry
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
P.O. Box 811
Vientiane
Tel: +(856) 21 415 363
Email: spsenquiries@laotradeportal.gov.la

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Standards Division
Department of Standardization and 
Metrology
Ministry of Science and Technology
P.O. Box 2279
Vientiane
Tel: +(856) 21 732093

OIE/WOAH
Mr KaviphonePhouthavong
Director General 
Department of Livestock and Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
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Food businesses have to follow both the 
EU food safety legislation and the national 
legal acts in the area of food safety and 
quality. The Law on the Supervision of the 
Handling of Food is the central foundation 
for food legislation in Latvia. Infringement of 
food safety regulations concerning routine 
checks of food establishments, consumer 
complaints and outbreaks of foodborne 
diseases can lead to measures under civil law 
and, if necessary, under criminal law. 

Official controls in the area of food safety are 
carried out on the basis of the risk assessment 
approach. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures 
rests with the courts. In Latvia, there is clear 

institutional separation with regard to the 
implementation of risk assessment and risk 
management functions in the area of food 
safety.

Risk assessments are conducted by the 
Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and 
Environment (BIOR), while risk management 
rests with the Food and Veterinary Service of 
Latvia. Urgent information with regard to risk 
assessment and risk management activities, 
as well as other relevant information for 
food business operators and consumers is 
published on the Internet homepage of the 
competent authorities on a case-by-case 
basis unless there are statutory provisions 
that prohibit it.

Latvia

ZM

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

BIOR PVD VAAD

Subordinate regional and local units

VM

SPKC

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture (ZM)

The Ministry of Agriculture (ZM) is responsible 

for the development and implementation 

of policy in agricultural and food and feed 

safety sectors, including drafting national 

legal acts for the sectors mentioned above. 

The ZM cooperates with BIOR as the risk 

assessment body and with the Food and 

Veterinary Service and State Plant Protection 

Service as risk management bodies to decide 
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on necessary measures for risk management 
purposes. The ZM is constantly involved in 
risk communication activities at different 
levels. In general, the portfolio of the ZM 
covers topics such as food safety and quality, 
plant health and plant protection, animal 
health and animal welfare.

The ZM’s responsibilities include legal 
regulation of novel foods, food supplements, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
mineral water, as well as development and 
implementation of monitoring and control 
programmes in the area of zoonoses, 
pesticide residues, residues of veterinary 
drugs and other food and feed contaminants.

Ministry of Health (VM)

The main task of the Ministry of Health (VM) 
is to develop and implement national policy 
to safeguard public health and to promote 
disease prevention by encouraging healthy 
lifestyles, as well as to create conditions for 
citizens to receive cost-effective, accessible 
and quality health care services. The 
VM is responsible for the development, 
coordination and updating of nutrition 
policy, analysis of the results of foodborne 
disease monitoring, as well as the preparation 
of scientific opinions in relation to solving 
nutrition problems and providing the public 
with information on current nutrition topics. 

The VM is responsible for elaborating 
recommendations for nutrient and energy 
intake for different population groups in 
Latvia and for the development of standards 
for nutrient and energy intake for children in 
preschool and school, as well as for residents 
of social care houses and patients in hospitals. 

The VM is involved in the monitoring of the 
safety and quality of drinking water, with the 
exception of internal water supplies for food 
establishments. The Nutrition Council under 
the VM was set up to support the activities 
in the field of nutrition. The VM is constantly 
involved in risk communication activities at 
different levels.

Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health 
and Environment (BIOR)

The Institute of Food Safety, Animal 
Health and Environment (BIOR) carries out 
scientific activities in the food, veterinary, 
environmental and fishery sectors, as well 
as in other sectors related to biology. BIOR 
provides expertise, scientific substantiation 
and risk assessments in the sectors 
mentioned above. BIOR implements 
projects to assess the risk in the field of 
food safety and animal infectious diseases, 
ensuring cooperation with institutions and 
organisations performing activities in these 
areas. 

BIOR performs functions of the National 
Reference Laboratory in the areas defined 
in the legislation and conducts laboratory 
and diagnostic investigations related to state 
monitoring and food movement control, 
animal health protection, animal feed and 
veterinary medicine movement. BIOR is 
Latvia’s designated National Focal Point for 
the EFSA.

Food and Veterinary Service (PVD)

The Food and Veterinary Service (PVD) 
operates under the supervision of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. The PVD is responsible for the 
realisation of the state’s surveillance and 
control function in the area of food safety 
and quality, as well as in the area of food 
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labelling throughout the entire food chain, 
including surveillance and border controls of 
food (“from the field to the table” concept). 

The PVD is also in charge of the registration 
and approval of food establishments. If there 
is a threat to human life or health, the state’s 
chief food and veterinary inspector is entitled 
to specify restrictions or prohibitions on the 
distribution of food in the territory of Latvia. 
The PVD is nominated as the official RASFF 
contact point in Latvia.

State Plant Protection Service (VAAD)

The State Plant Protection Service (VAAD) 
operates under the supervision of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. The VAAD is responsible for 
official surveillance and controls in the area of 
free movement of plant products, fertilisers, 
plants and plant protection products, plant 
varieties, seed and planting material. 

The VAAD collaborates with international 
organisations and exchanges information 
with other countries on issues concerning 
plant protection, plant quarantine, 
movement of seeds and variety protection 
rights. The VAAD is responsible for the control 
of GMOs within seeds and other propagating 
material.

Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(SPKC)

The Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (SPKC) conducts epidemiologic 
surveillance and monitoring and maintains 
related databases, as well as takes the 
necessary measures to prevent and localise 
infectious diseases. It carries out public health 
monitoring, maintains the related reporting 
system and advises and informs the public on 
health and healthy lifestyle issues. 

The SPKC is responsible for the Early Warning 
and Response System for communicable 
diseases in the EU (EWRS), performs the 
tasks of the coordinator of The European 
Surveillance System (TESSy) and is designated 
as a Focal Point for WHO and the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.

Contact Details

Ministry of Agriculture (ZM)
Republikas laukums 2, Riga
Latvia, LV-1981
Tel: +371 67027010
Email: pasts@zm.gov.lv
Weblink: https://www.zm.gov.lv/en

Ministry of Health (VM)
Brīvības iela 72 k-1, 
Riga LV-1011, 
Latvia
Tel: + 67876000
Email: pasts@vm.gov.lv
Weblink: https://www.vm.gov.lv/lv?

Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health 
and Environment (BIOR)
3 Lejupes Street, Riga, LV-1076, Latvia
Tel : +371 67620513
Email: bior@bior.lv
Weblink: https://bior.lv/en
State Plant Protection Service (VAAD)
Lielvārdes iela 36, Rīga, LV-1006
Tel: +371 67027406
Email: pasts@vaad.gov.lv
Weblink: https://www.vaad.gov.lv/en/
contacts-authority

Codex Contact Point
Veterinary and Food Department,
Ministry of Agriculture,
Republikas laukums 2,
Riga, LV-1982
Tel: +37167027629
E-mail: gunta.evardsone@zm.gov.lv



199 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Agriculture Republic of Latvia
Division of Animal Trade, Welfare and Feed, Veterinary and Food Department
Republikas laukums 2
Riga LV-1981
Email: sps.enquirypoint@zm.gov.lv
Phone: +(371) 6702 7245
Website: http://www.zm.gov.lv

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Mr Normuds Freibergs
Ministry of Economics of the Republic of Latvia
Internal Market Department
Brivibas iela 55
Riga
LV-1519
Email: pasts@em.gov.lv
Phone: +(371) 67013268
Website: http://www.em.gov.lv

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Maris Balodis
President of the Regional Commission for Europe
Food and Veterinary Service
Ministry of Agriculture
Peldu nr. 30 Riga LV-1050
RIGA

IPPC Official Contact Point
Ms. Gunita Skupele
Director of Plant Quarantine Department
State Plant Protection Service of Latvia
Lielvardes Street 36, Riga LV-1006, Latvia
Phone: +371 67550931
Email: gunita.skupele@vaad.gov.lv
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The Lithuanian Law on Food is the central 

legal foundation for food legislation in 

Lithuania. It covers requirements for food 

placed on the market, handling of food, 

competencies of public authorities in the 

area of food safety, duties and liability of food 

producers, food operators and the food trade. 

Infringement of food regulations can lead to 

measures under criminal law and consumer 

Lithuania
damage claims under civil law, whereby the 
final decision rests with the courts. 

Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. In Lithuania, risk assessment 
and risk management are institutionally 
separated. 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Subordinate regional and local authorities

Food Safety Authorities

State Food and Veterinary Service (VMVT)

The State Food and Veterinary Service 

(VMVT) is accountable to the Government 

of the Republic of Lithuania, and prepares 

and implements regulations in the area of 

food quality, food safety as well as animal 

health and welfare. Activities of the VMVT 

are usually based on scientific opinions 

from the National Food and Veterinary Risk 

Assessment Institute (NMVRVI). 

The VMVT monitors and controls animal 

health, including outbreaks of zoonoses 

and other contagious animal diseases. It 

is the aim of the VMVT to ensure that all 
necessary biological measures are applied 
to prevent the introduction of zoonoses and 
other contagious animal diseases into the 
territory of Lithuania and the EU.The VMVT 
is responsible for official controls of the 
entire food chain, according to the principle 
“from farm to fork”. The VMVT monitors food 
on the Lithuanian market, as well as food 
intended for export with respect to safety 
compliance, labelling and other mandatory 
legal requirements

National Food and Veterinary Risk 
Assessment Institute (NMVRVI)

As a subordinate specialist authority of the 
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VMVT, the National Food and Veterinary Risk 
Assessment Institute (NMVRVI) is responsible 
for science-based risk assessments, 
identification of new health risks and 
recommendations for risk reduction. The 
remit of the NMVRVI includes assessment of 
biological, chemical and other risk factors in 
food and feed, zoonoses, and animal health. 
One National Reference Laboratory is an 
integral part of the NMVRVI in accordance 
with Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 and 
performs laboratory tests in the areas of food 
and feed safety, quality and animal health.

Ministry of Health (SAM)

The Ministry of Health (SAM) is responsible 
for health policy and food safety in Lithuania. 
The SAM prepares draft legislation in the 
area of food and food safety, taking into 
account scientific assessments of risks to 
human health. The SAM’s portfolio includes 
food additives, food supplements, maximum 
permitted concentrations of contaminants in 
food, addition of vitamins, minerals and other 
substances to foods, foods for particular 
dietary uses, irradiated food, genetically 
modified food, novel food and food contact 
materials. 

The SAM also stipulates mandatory 
requirements to protect the consumer, 
i.e. food labelling and use of nutrition and 
health claims. It also stipulates mandatory 
requirements with regard to the health of 
persons handling food, required health 
examination procedures and obligatory 
hygiene training. The National Public Health 
Surveillance Laboratory (NVSPL) is attached 
to SAM in accordance with Regulation (EU) 

No. 2017/625.

Center for Health Education and Diseases 
Prevention(SMLPC)

The Center for Health Education and Diseases 
Prevention (SMLPC) is a specialist authority 
within the portfolio of SAM. The SMLPC 
organises and implements nutrition and food 
safety education for residents, communities 
and professionals. The SMPLC carries out 
regular monitoring of food consumption in 
Lithuania.

Centre for Communicable Diseases and 
AIDS(ULAC)

The Centre for Communicable Diseases and 
AIDS (ULAC) is a specialist authority within the 
portfolio of SAM. The ULAC is responsible for 
organising and implementing communicable 
disease prevention and control in order to 
reduce the morbidity, mortality and disability 
of the Lithuanian population. The ULAC also 
focuses on the prevention and control of 
food and waterborne diseases and zoonoses 
at the national level.

Ministry of Agriculture(ŽŪM)

The Ministry of Agriculture (ŽŪM) is 
responsible for food quality and food safety 
in Lithuania. This includes regulation of 
food labelling, handling of food, cultivation 
of crops for human consumption, use of 
plant protection products as well as organic 
farming. In collaboration with the Ministry of 
the Environment and the Ministry of Health, 
the ŽŪM is involved in the regulation of 
the use of genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs).
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State Plant Service under the Ministry of 
Agriculture (VATŽŪM)

The State Plant Service (VATŽŪM) is a 
competent authority under the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The VATŽŪM implements the 
strategic goal of the Ministry of Agriculture 
– to enhance public health and consumer 
protection with regard to food safety and 
quality, to ensure plant and animal health 
controls. The VATŽŪM is responsible for the 
implementation and the control of the safe 
application of plant protection products and 
phytosanitary (plant health) measures. 

The VATŽŪM is responsible for the assessment 
of active substances at the EU level and the 
national authorisation of plant protection 
products and for post-registration control 
(import, storage, sale, labelling, package 
and use of plant protection products). The 
VATŽŪM also controls the cultivation of 
GM plant crops and the use of propagating 
materials (including GMOs). In these areas, 
the VATŽŪM monitors and coordinates 
the tasks of the 10 regional divisions and 
5 border checkpoints with 13 functioning 
phytosanitary posts (divisions).

Vytautas Magnus University(VDU)

The Vytautas Magnus University (VDU) is 
a state institution of higher education and 
research, awarding diplomas and degrees 
at the PhD, MSc and BSc levels in a wide 
range of interdisciplinary programmes: from 
neurotechnologies to bioeconomics, from 
creative industries to digital humanities, 
from law and finance to neurotechnologies, 
and from smart animal husbandry to 

agrobiotechnologies.

Lithuanian University of Health 
Sciences(LSMU)

The Lithuanian University of Health Sciences 

(LSMU) is one of the largest universities in 

Lithuania specialized in health, veterinary 

and agricultural sciences with integrated 

studies, research and clinical practice. 

Different levels of studies (BSc, MSc, PhD) 

are offered to about 7,000 students each 

year. Integration of fundamental and applied 

research is aimed to create new knowledge 

for the improvement of both human and 

animal health and life quality.

Kaunas University of Technology(KTU)

The KTU Food Institute is a research unit of 

Kaunas University of Technology. Its task is to 

conduct internationally recognised research 

in food science as well as to solve the main 

problems of the Lithuanian food industry and 

provide scientific, practical and methodical 

services. 

The KTU Food institute is working to expand 

knowledge and innovative technological 

solutions for the wellbeing of humans 

within preventive and sustainable food 

systems, while also developing food supply 

capabilities for the growing needs of the 

world. Scientific activities: development 

and improvement of balanced and healthy 

food and food technologies, development 

of sustainable food systems, ensuring 

the effectiveness of interaction between 

consumers and food producers.
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Food testing facilities

State Food and Veterinary Service (SFVS) 
authorized National Food and Veterinary 
Risk Assessment Institute (NFVRAI) to carry 
out the analysis of samples taken for official 
control.

NFVRAI is designated as NRL for animal 
disease diagnostic and food safety testing 
according the order of SFVS Director 22 
July 2008 No. B1-395 “Confirmation of 
Laboratory of National Food and Veterinary 
Risk Assessment Institute as National control 
(reference) laboratory” (OG. 2008, No. 86-
3444).

National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment 
Institute is located in J. Kairiūkščio 10, LT-
08409 Vilnius, Lithuania.

Territorial branches of National Food and 
Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute:

1. 	K aunas branch, Tilžės St. 18, LT-47181 
Kaunas;

2. 	 Panevėžys branch, Veterinarijos St.2, 
Pažagieniai village, LT-36222, Panevėžys 
district;

3. 	 Šiauliai branch, Ragainės St. 80, LT-78109 
Šiauliai;

4. 	K laipėda branch, Kretingos St. 62, LT-
92325 Klaipėda;

5. 	 Telšiai branch, Luokes St. 99, Paežerės 
village, LT-88400, Telšiai district.

NFVRAI laboratory is designated as National 
reference laboratory and represents 
Lithuania in all food and animal health 
sectors. The NFVRAI provides diagnostic and 
scientific support to the SFVS. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

State Food and Veterinary Service(VMVT)
Siesikų str. 19, LT-07170 Vilnius
Tel. (8 5) 240 4361,
e-mail:info@vmvt.lt, 
code 188601279
Website: https://vmvt.lt/?language=en

National Food and Veterinary Risk 
Assessment Institute (NMVRVI)
J. Kairiūkšštost. 10, 08409 Vilnius
Tel. (8 5) 278 0470
Fax (8 5) 278 0471
email: info@nmvrvi.lt
Weblink:https://nmvrvi.lt/apie-mus/

Ministry of Health(SAM)
Budget institution, Vilniausst. 33,
LT-01402 Vilnius
Tel: +(8 5) 268 5110, free phone line 8 800 
66 004
 E-mail: Mr. ministerija@sam.lt
Weblink:https://sam.lrv.lt/

Center for Health Education and Diseases 
Prevention (SMLPC)
Studentų g. 45 A, LT-08107, Vilnius 
Mob. tel. 8 650 80324
Email e-mail smlpc@hi.lt
Weblink:www.smlpc.lt

Centre for Communicable Diseases and AIDS 
(ULAC)
Kalvarijųst. 153, LT-08352, Vilnius, Lithuania. 
Tel. (8 5) 212 40 98, fax (8 5) 261 27 07
E-mail Mr. info@nvsc.lt
Weblink:https://nvsc.lrv.lt/lt/apie-nvsc
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Ministry of Agriculture (ŽŪM)
Gedimino pr. 19, 
01103 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel: +370 52391111
Email: zum@zum.lt
Weblink:https://zum.lrv.lt/contacts

State Plant Service under the Ministry of 
Agriculture (VATŽŪM)
Ozo Str. 4A, 08200 Vilnius	
Tel+370 (5) 2375631
Fax +370 (5) 2730233
E-mail info@vatzum.lt
Weblink:https://www.vatzum.lt/en/

Vytautas Magnus University(VDU)
Vytautas Magnus University
K. Donelaičio str. 58, 44248 Kaunas
Tel: +(8 37) 222 739
email post office: info@vdu.lt
Weblink:https://www.vdu.lt/lt/

Lithuanian University of Health Sciences 
(LSMU)
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences
A. Mickevičius str. 9, LT-44307 Kaunas
Tel: +370 37 327 201
Email: rektoratas@lsmu.lt
Weblink:https://lsmu.lt/

Kaunas University of Technology (KTU)
Kaunas University of  Technology k. 
111950581
VAT no. LT119505811, address K. Donelaičio 
str. 73, LT-44249 Kaunas
tel. +370 (37) 300 000, 300 421 
fax +370 (37) 324 144
email ktu@ktu.lt
Weblink: https://ktu.edu/

Codex Contact Point
Institute of Higiene
Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Lithuania
Studentu str. 45A,
LT-08107 Vilnius
Tel: +370 633 93112
E-mail: albertas.barzda@hi.lt
Website: http://www.smlpc.lt; http://www.
hi.lt

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of 
Lithuania
Economics and International Cooperation 
Department
Gediminoave. 19
01103 Vilnius
Email: spsep@zum.lt
Phone: +(370 5) 239 1255
Website: http://www.zum.lt

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
National WTO TBT Enquiry point
Lithuanian Standards Board
Algirdo Str. 31
LT-03219 Vilnius
Vilnius, 03219
Email: enquiry@lsd.lt
Phone: (+370) 5 279 1152 ; mobile: (+370) 
658 60 308
Website: https://lsd.lrv.lt/

OIE/WOAH
Mr PauliusBušauskas
Deputy Director
State Food and Veterinary Services
Siesiku Str. 19
Vilnius
LT-07170
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Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002 and the 
national law from 28 July 2018 introducing 
the control systems and sanctions related to 
food safety are the central legal foundations 
for food legislation in Luxembourg. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 

Luxembourg
the final decision rests with the courts.  
Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. In Luxembourg, there is no 
institutional separation of risk assessment 
from risk management.

MAVDR

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

ASTA ASV DIRSAN

MS

COMALIM

MPC

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture and 
Rural Development (MAVDR)

The Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture 
and Rural Development (MAVDR) deals 
with agricultural policy and prepares draft 
legislation in specific areas of food and feed 
safety and food quality. As with all ministries, 
the MAVDR is supported by competent 
authorities, such as the Agricultural 
Technical Services Administration (ASTA) and 
Veterinary Service Administration (ASV). 

The portfolio of the MAVDR extends beyond 
the area of food and feed safety to include 

plant health, plant protection products, 

animal health and welfare, and food quality 

(EU quality schemes, national labels and 

marketing standards).

Ministry for Consumer Protection (MPC)

The newly created Ministry for Consumer 

Protection (MPC) deals with general 

consumer protection policy and food safety 

and is in charge of the legislation in these 

areas. It is supported in its work by the 

Government Commissariat for Quality, Fraud 

and Food Safety (COMALIM), which manages 

the budgets of the ASV and the Directorate 

of Public Health (DIR SAN) related to food 
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safety. MPC has the task of regrouping food 
control activities into one administration.

Ministry of Health (MS)

The Ministry of Health (MS) deals with health 
policy. Official food safety inspections are 
conducted by subordinate authorities of the 
MS (SECUALIM, ASV) but are monitored by 
the MPC. The MS is supported by competent 
authorities such as Directorate of Public 
Health (DIR SAN). The portfolio of the MS 
extends beyond the field of food safety to 
include, for instance, cosmetics, medical 
devices and pharmacological substances.

Commissariat for Quality, Fraud and Food 
Safety (COMALIM)

The Commissariat for Quality, Fraud and 
Food Safety (COMALIM) is an administration 
under the MPC. It is the task of the COMALIM 
to ensure optimal cooperation between all 
authorities in the area of food and feed safety. 
Policy and management measures of all the 
ministries active in food safety are based on 
risk assessments prepared by the COMALIM 
(as well as the ASTA, ASV, and DIR SAN). 

The COMALIM is responsible for the 
coordination of official food and feed 
inspections in the framework of the Multi-
Annual National Control Plan (MANCP). It 
is the contact point for RASFF, AAC, and 
the Food Fraud Network. In addition, the 
COMALIM provides training for these 
authorities, as described in Regulation (EU) 
No. 2017/625. 

The remit of COMALIM focuses on food 
safety, including novel foods, residues of 

plant protection products and veterinary 
medicinal products, food supplements, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
zoonoses, mineral waters and drinking water.

Agricultural Technical Services 
Administration (ASTA)

The Agricultural Technical Services 
Administration (ASTA) is a subordinate 
authority within the portfolio of the MAVDR 
and responsible for risk assessments and 
implementation of state inspections of feed, 
plant protection products, the EU quality 
labels PDO, PGI and TSG, organic farming and 
marketing standards. 

The ASTA is the regulatory authority for the 
approval of plant protection products. The 
ASTA is responsible for the control of primary 
production and the import of food of non-
animal origin and plants.

Veterinary Service Administration (ASV)

The Veterinary Service Administration 
(ASV) is a subordinate authority within the 
portfolio of the MAVDR and MPC. The ASV 
is responsible for risk assessments and the 
implementation of official inspections in the 
field of food of animal originas well as animal 
health and welfare.

Directorate of Public Health (DIR SAN)

The Directorate of Public Health (DIR SAN) 
is subordinate to the MS. The Division of 
Food Safety (SECUALIM) within DIR SAN 
operates under the MPC and is responsible 
for risk assessments and the implementation 
of state food safety controls in the area 
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of food hygiene, HACCP, microbiological 
agents, contaminants, pesticide residues, 
GMOs, novel food, food supplements, food 
additives, special dietary food, food labelling, 
food contact material, irradiation, import of 
food and beverages of non-animal origin. 

In the area of food hygiene, SECUALIM closely 
collaborates with the customs administration. 
Common procedures and checklists are in 
place for inspection and control activities. 
The Division of Pharmacy and Medicines 
(DPM) within DIR SAN is responsible for risk 
assessments and the implementation of state 
food safety controls in the area of medicated 
feed and medicinal products. DPM is one of 
the regulatory authorities for the approval of 
veterinary medicinal products.

Regional and local levels

Feed, food and other types of inspections are 
implemented by central authorities.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural 
Development (MAVDR)
1, rue de la Congregation
L-1352 Luxembourg
Tel : (+352) 2478 2500
Email : info@ma.public.lu
Weblink:https://agriculture.public.lu/de.html

Ministry for Consumer Protection (MPC)
271, route d’Arlon
L-1352 Luxembourg
Luxembourg
Postal address :
B.P. 119
L-2011 Luxembourg Luxembourg

Tel : +352 247 73700
Weblink:https://mpc.gouvernement.lu/en/
le-ministere.html

Ministry of Health(MS)
1 Rue Charles Darwin, 1433 Gasperich
Luxembourg
Tel:  +352 24 78 55 00
Weblink:https://sante.public.lu/fr.html

Agricultural Technical Services 
Administration (ASTA)
16 Rted’Esch
1470 Hollerich Luxembourg 
Weblink:https://agriculture.public.lu/de.html

Veterinary Service Administration (ASV)
7 Rue Thomas Edison
1445 Strassen, Luxembourg
Weblink: https://etat.public.lu/fr.html/

Directorate of Public Health (DIR SAN)
13a Rue de Bitbourg
1273 Hamm Luxembourg
Codex Contact Point
Government commission for quality, fraud 
and food safety
7A rue Thomas Edison
L-1445 Strassen
Tel: +352 2475625
E-mail: codex@alim.etat.lu
Website: http://www.securite-alimentaire.
public.lu/

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministère de l’agriculture, de la viticulture et 
du développement rural
SPS - Point de contact
2913 Luxembourg
Email: min.agri@ma.etat.lu
Phone: +(352) 478 2527
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministère du Travail et de l’Emploi
Inspection du Travail et des Mines (ITM)
3, Rue des Primeurs
Strassen
L-2361
Email: info@mte.public.lu
Phone: +(352) 478 61 50

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Carlo DAHM
Chef de la Division Santé et Bien-être animal
Administration luxembourgeoiseVétérinaire 
et Alimentaire – Ministère de l’Agriculture, de 
la Viticulture et du Développement Rural
7B, rue Thomas Edison
Strassen-1445
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The regulation of food quality and integrity 
in Malaysia is governed primarily by the 
Food Act 1983 and its subsidiary legislation, 
the most pertinent of which is the Food 
Regulations 1985. All the matters related to 
food are regulated by the Food Safety and 
Quality Division of the Ministry of Health 
Malaysia (FSQD).

Product recalls, falls under the Food Act 
1983, where any food is found to have 
contravened, or reasonably suspected to 
have contravened, any provision of the Act 
or any regulations made under the Act, the 
Director or any officer authorized by the 
Director may, by notice in writing, order that 
food be recalled, removed, or withdrawn from 
sale from any food premises within such time 

as may be specified in the notice. The Act also 

imposes a duty on any person who prepares, 

packages, labels, advertises or sells any food 

to recall, remove or withdraw from sale any 

such food if such person knows or has reason 

to believe that any such food imported, 

manufactured, packed, farmed, prepared or 

sold by him:  contains substances injurious 

to health; is unfit for human consumption; or 

has been adulterated.

Food Analysts Act 2011 intended to provide 

for the establishment of the Malaysian 

Food Analysts Council, to provide for the 

registration of persons practising as food 

analysts and to regulate the practice of food 

analysts.

Malaysia

Ministry of Health 
Food Safety and Quality Division 

(FSQD)

Ministry of Agriculture and Agro 
based Industry

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health: 

Under the Ministry of Health, there is FSQD 
which regulate law enforcement; certification 
on food is basically established to protect the 
public against health hazards and fraud on 
storage, preparation, packaging processing, 
transportation, sale and consumption of 
food; as well as facilitating food trade. All 
food imports are subject to random checking 

and sampling by the Malaysia Quarantine 
and Inspection Service (MAQIS) to ensure 
all products comply with the prescribed 
national standards and regulations. 

Ministry of Agriculture and Agro based 
Industry: 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based 
Industry is responsible for agriculture, agro-
based industry, agri-tourism, livestock, 
veterinary services, fisheries, quarantine, 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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inspection, agricultural research, agricultural 
development, agricultural marketing, 
pineapple industry, agribusiness, botanical 
garden, food security, food sovereignty. 
Under the Ministry there is department of 
Veterinary Services which is responsible for 
control of feed products and department of 
fisheries is responsible for control on the fish 
and fisheries. The Department of Veterinary 
Services (DVS), under the Malaysian Ministry 
of Agriculture, is responsible for ensuring 
foods of animal origin are clean and fit for 
human consumption. All red meat, poultry, 
pork, egg, and dairy imports into Malaysia 
must come from DVS registered and/
or approved facilities. DVS also regulates 
the importation of livestock into Malaysia 
and requires import licenses and health 
certificates to facilitate the trade of live 
animals. In accordance with Malaysia’s 
Standard for Halal, all meat (except pork) and 
livestock products (e.g. beef, poultry, dairy, 
and eggs) imported into the country must be 
halal certified by the Department of Islamic 
Development Malaysia (JAKIM).

Food testing Facilities

There are 15 Food safety Laboratories which 
is located in every state in Malaysia. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health:
Level 5, Block E10, Parcel E,
Precint 1, Federal Government 
Administrative Centre,
62590 Putrajaya.
 Tel : 603-88834215
Email : ohd@moh.gov.m

Ministry of Agriculture and Agro based 
Industry:
Wisma Tani,  No. 28 Persiaran Perdana, 
Presint 4, Pusat Pentadbiran Kerajaan 
Persekutuan
Putrajaya
Tel: + 603 8870 1000
Email: pro@moa.gov.my

Codex Contact Point
Chief Secretariat, Food Safety and Quality 
Division, Ministry of Health Malaysia,
Level 4, Plot 3C4 Building
Nº 26, Jalan Persiaran Perdana
Presint 3, 62675 Putrajaya
Tel: +603 8885 0787
E-mail: ccp_malaysia@moh.gov.my
Website: http://fsq.moh.gov.my

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Secretary General
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industries
International Division
Wisma Tani
Lot 4G1, Presint 4
Federal Government Administration Centre
Putrajaya
Tel: +(603) 8870 1000
Email: spscontactpoint@mafi.gov.my
Website: https://www.mafi.gov.my/

Secretary General
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based 
Industry
Strategic Planning and International Division
Wisma Tani
Lot 4G1, Presint 4
Federal Government Administration Centre
62624 Putrajaya
Tel: +(603) 8870 1000
Email: spscontactpoint@mafi.gov.my
Website: http://agrolink.moa.my/
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Food: 
Senior Director 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 4, Menara Prisma 
No. 26, Jalan Persiaran Perdana, Presint 3 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
62675 Putrajaya
Tel: +(603) 8885 0797
Email: sps.fsqd@moh.gov.my
Website: http://fsq.moh.gov.my

Animals and animal products:
Director General
Department of Malaysian Quarantine and 
Inspection Services (MAQIS)
Level 4, Tower Block, Lot 4G1
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro Based 
Industry
Precinct 4
62624 Putrajaya
Tel: +(603) 8870 1618
Email: feedback.maqis@moa.gov.my
Website: http://agrolink.moa.my/jph/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
WTO/TBT, Technical Information and 
Consultancy Section
Standards Department
SIRIM STS
No. 1 Persiaran Dato’ Menteri
PO Box 7035
Section 2
40700 Shah Alam
Selangor Darul Ehsan
40700 Sha
Tel: +(60 3) 5544 6909; +(60 3) 5544 6314; 
+(60 3) 5544 6339
Email: tbt@sirim.my
Website: http://www.sirimsts.my/

OIE/WOAH
Dr akma Ngah Hamid
Director General
Department Veterinary Services
Wisma Tani, Block Podium, Lot AG1, 
NO 28 Persiaran Perdana Precinct 4-62630
Putrajaya
MALAYSIA
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The Food Safety Act is the central legal 
foundation for food legislation in Malta. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 
the final decision rests with the courts. 
Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. 

In Malta, risk assessment is institutionally 

separated from risk management. Risk 
assessments are not published. Generally 
speaking, Malta has a national centralised 
system. Due to the small scale of the services, 
the offices at the central level are responsible 
not only for policy and coordination, but 
also for direct implementation of controls. 
Further, Food inspections are implemented 
by seven regional control bodies which are 
subordinate to the Ministry for Health (MfH). 
Coordination of food and feed inspections is 
carried out at the Food Safety Commission 
(FSC) level.

Malta

MAFA

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Subordinate regional control authorities of MfH

FSC MCCAA

MfH

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Animal Rights (MAFA):

The Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Animal Rights (MAFA) deals with agricultural 
policy and, more particularly, food and feed 
safety in Malta. It is the competent authority 
for controls of food of animal origin. The 
MAFA is responsible for guidance, approval 
and inspection of all types of establishments 
for food of animal origin and for import 
controls on food of animal origin and feed. 

The portfolio of the MAFA includes feed, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
zoonoses, and residues of plant protection 
products and veterinary medicinal products. 
The MAFA is the regulatory authority for 
veterinary medicinal products in Malta. The 
MAFA’s area of work extends beyond food 
safety to include, for instance, plant health, 
animal health and animal welfare.

Ministry for Health (MfH): 

The Ministry for Health (MfH) deals with social 
policy, health policy and food safety in Malta. 
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It is responsible for controls of foodstuffs 
and food hygiene as well as for supervising 
and coordinating the implementation of 
controls. The actual controls are carried out 
by seven regional bodies. The portfolio of 
the MfH includes hygiene, novel foods, food 
supplements, mineral water and drinking 
water. The MfH’s scope of work extends 
beyond food safety to include, for instance, 
nutrition.

Food Safety Commission (FSC): 

The Food Safety Commission (FSC) is an 
independent government coordinating 
body which reports to the MfH. The FSC is 
responsible for risk management and risk 
communication. The FSC is the coordination 
office for issues related to food safety and 
provides a forum for cooperation between 
the MAFA, MfH and the Malta Competition 
and Consumer Affairs Authority (MCCAA), as 
well as other entities involved in food safety. 
The FSC is responsible for the registration of 
all food establishments. 

Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs 
Authority (MCCAA): 

The Malta Competition and Consumer 
Affairs Authority (MCCAA) is a government-
appointed authority within the portfolio 
of the Ministry for Tourism and Consumer 
Protection. The Food Safety Act assigns 
specific responsibility for risk assessments 
to the MCCAA. MCCAA risk assessments are 
used by the MAFA and MfH as the basis for 
management measures in the field of food 
safety. 

The MCCAA assesses risks, identifies new 

health risks and prepares risk reduction 
recommendations. The MCCAA provides 
technical and scientific advice to the FSC. The 
remit of the MCCAA includes novel foods, 
food supplements, health and nutrition 
claims and natural mineral water. The 
MCCAA is the regulatory authority for plant 
protection products in Malta. The scope of 
work of the MCCAA extends beyond food 
safety to include, for instance, cosmetics, 
biocides and consumer products.

Food testing facilities: 

In Malta, the Public Health Laboratory is the 
National Reference Laboratory pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No. 882/2004. It draws on the 
services of National Reference Laboratories 
in other EU Member States. Below is the list 
of some accredited testing laboratories in 
Malta:

Organisation Activities

Water Services 
Corporation

Chemical testing of waters, 
Microbiological testing of 
waters, Sampling.

BioDNA DNA testing, Forensic, 
Microbiology and Drugs of 
Abuse Analysis

Malta Dairy ​
Products Ltd 
Laboratory

Testing of dairy products

​National 
Veterinary 
Laboratory​

Microbiological testin​
g, Parasitology and 
Chemistry

​Sunlab Gro​up 
Ltd​

​Environmental testing

Full list of accredited testing laboratories in 
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Malta can be accessed from the link https://
nabmalta.gov.mt/directory-of-accredited-
testing-laboratories/ 

Some other testing laboratories in Malta that 
offer food testing services are as follows:

yy Assure Malta -  https://www.assuremalta.
com/en/home.htm 

yy Tanti & Mallia - https://www.
tantiandmallia.com/

yy BioDNA - https://www.biodna.net/ 

Contact details 

Food Safety Authorities 

Mr. Hadrian Bonello
Director (Environmental Health)
Ministry for Health
Tel: +356 21332225
Email: hadrian.bonello@gov.mt
Website : https://health.gov.mt/contact/

Mr. Victor Curmi
Head of Secretariat
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal 
Rights
Tel:+356 22924935
E-mail : victor.curmi.1@gov.mt
Website: https://agriculture.gov.mt/

Codex Contact Point:
MR Clive Tonna 
Director Environmental Health 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat, 
Continental Business Centre, 
Old Railway Track, St Venera, MALTA
Tel: +356 21337333 
E-mail: foodsafety.commission@gov.mt 
Website: http://ww.health.gov.mt/fsc/

fshome.htm

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
Ministry of Rural Affairs and the Environment 
Valletta
Email:info.mccaa@mccaa.org.mt 
foodsafety.commission@gov.mt 
Phone:+(356) 22 52 36

Malta Standards Authority 
Second Floor, Evans Building  
Merchants Street 
Valletta VLT 1179
Email:info@msa.org.mt 
Phone:+(356) 2395 2000 
Website:http://www.msa.org.mt

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs 
Authority (MCCAA) 
'Mizzi House' 
National Road  
Blata-l-Bajda HMR 9010
Email:info@mccaa.org.mt 
Tel:+(356) 2395 2000 
Website:https://mccaa.org.mt

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Paul Joseph Portelli
Director (Veterinary Regulation Directorate), 
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal 
Rights
Email:veterinaryregulation.mafa@gov.mt
Tel: +356 22925197 / +356 22925301
Website: https://agricultureservices.gov.mt/
en/vrd/Pages/home.aspx
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Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 

1.	 EFSA – Maltese Focal Point:
	 https://mccaa.org.mt/Section/Content?contentId=3665

2.	 Food regulations in Malta:
Canned Food Regulations - https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/449.9/eng

Additives in Food Regulations - https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/449.16/eng 

Hygiene of Food Regulations - https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/449.31/eng 

Quick-Frozen Food Regulations - https://legislation.mt/eli/sl/449.33/eng

Food Safety Act - https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/449/eng/pdf

Information about food and feeding stuff regulations in Malt can be accessed from 
https://legislation.mt/ 
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In Mauritius, the core responsibility for ensuring safe food in the market rests with the Public 

Health and Food Safety Inspectorate (PHFSI) of the Ministry of Health & Wellness. The different 

food laws and the responsible Ministry in Mauritius is summarised below:

Law Ministry 
responsible

Food Act 1998 (Act No. 1 of 1998) (The Food Act 2022 has been 
enacted in parliament and necessary arrangements would be made 
for its proclamation)

Ministry of Health & 
Wellness

Food Regulations 1999 (GN 173 of 1999) made under the Food Act 
1998 (The Food Regulations 2023 made under the Food Act 2022 (Act 
No. 16 of 2022) are being drafted.)
Mauritius Food Standards Agency Act 2022

Mauritius

Ministry of Health and Wellness

Mauritius Food 
Standards Agency

Regional Health 
Offices (13)

Border Health Offices 
(2 – Food Import Unit 

and Airport Health 
Office) 

Office of Director Public 
Health and Food Safety

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

Public Health and Food Safety Inspectorate

The Public Health and Food Safety 
Inspectorate (PHFSI) of the MOHW has the 
core responsibility for enforcement of the 
Food Act 1998 and Food Regulations 1999 
for market surveillance and border control. 
The PHFSI has 13 regional Health Offices 
located all over the island of Mauritius to 

carry out regular market surveillance to 
ensure compliance with the food laws. In 
addition, there is surveillance at border 
level, with the Food Import Unit at the port 
and Airport Health Office at the airport, to 
ensure that imported food complies with 
our regulations. The total number of officers 
involved is market surveillance activities and 
border control is 165. Market surveillance 
activities includes regular inspection of 
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food as well as the premises where they are 
manufactured, sampling of food to verify 
compliance with standards in the regulations 
and legal actions in case of non-compliance 
such as seizure, contravention and 
prosecution. At border level, the activities 
include inspection and sampling of imported 
food to verify compliance with standards in 
the regulations prior to health clearance to 
access the domestic market. In case of non-
compliance with standards in the regulations 
health clearance is not granted.

Mauritius Food Standards Agency

The MFSA is responsible for implementing 
the MFSA Act 2022 by drafting and approving 
standards, guidelines, procedures, methods, 
regulatory requirements and systems 
related to food safety and food nutrition. It 
is also responsible for providing advice and 
guidance on food safety and nutritional 
quality issues to stakeholders such as 
government officials, food businesses and 
consumers. 

Food testing facilities 

The MOHW has 2 government owned 
laboratories for the testing of food.

1.	 Government Analyst Division

	 The Government Analyst Division is the 
Chemistry laboratory of the MOHW and 
is responsible for analysis of food under 
the Food Act 1998, Food Regulations 
1999, drinking water as per the 
Environment Protection Act and alcohol 
and sugar content for excise. 

2.	 Central Health Laboratory

	 The Central Health Laboratory of the 
MOHW is the recognised laboratory 
for all microbiological examinations 
under the Food Act 1998 and the Food 
Regulations 1999.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Office of Director Public Health and Food 
Safety 
Parmaseeven Nagapa Chetty
Director Public Health and Food Safety
Ministry of Health and Wellness
7th Floor Emmanuel Anquetil Building, Port 
Louis
Tel: (230) 214 1461
E-mail: pnagapa-chetty@govmu.org

Government Analyst Division
Dr V Goury
Chief Government Analyst
Government Analyst Division
Reduit
Tel: (230) 4665601
E-mail: vgoury@govmu.org

Central Health Laboratory
Dr J Sonoo
Director Laboratory Services
Central Health Laboratory
Candos
Tel: (230)4257118
E-mail: jsonoo@govmu.org
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Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Dr (Mrs) Shalinee A. Neeliah, 
Ag. Principal Scientific Officer of the Dairy Chemistry Division, 
FTL of the Ministry of Agro Industry, Food Production & Security, Réduit
Tel: (230) 466 0405 
E-mail: sneeliah@govmu.org 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep ]
Mrs S.Jawaheer Unathras
Ag. Senior Scientific Officer
Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security (National Plant Protection Office)
Reduit
Email: moa-pathology@govmu.org 
Phone: +(230) 465 4902

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Mauritius Standards Bureau (MSB)
Villa Road, Moka Mauritius
Email: msb@intnet.mu ; kramsarrun@msb.intnet.mu 
Phone: +(230) 433 3648

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr Pitmbarsing Beeharry, Principal Veterinary Officer, Livestock and Veterinary Division, 
Agricultural Services, Levels 8 & 9, Renganaden Seeneevassen Building, Cnr Jules Koenig & 
Maillard Streets Port Louis

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:

Food Act 1999: 
https://health.govmu.org/Documents/Legislations/Documents/270921/FOOD%20ACT%20
1998.pdf

Food Regulations 1999: 
https://health.govmu.org/Documents/Legislations/Documents/270921/FOOD%20
REGULATIONS%201999.pdf
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Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

The FDA and the agencies responsible for 
food safety regulation in Mexico – the Federal 
Commission for Protection from Sanitary 
Risks (COFEPRIS) and the National Service of 
Agro-Alimentary Health, Safety and Quality 
(SENASICA) – have a long history of working 
together.

COFEPRIS  is a decentralized body of 
the Ministry of Health with technical, 
administrative and operational autonomy, run 
by a commissioner appointed by the Mexican 
President, with competence in matters of 
sanitary control of products and services, as 
well as their import and export, including 
establishments dedicated to the processing 
of food for human consumption.  Sanitary 
control refers, among others, to the activities 
of verification, sampling, sanitary promotion 
and, where appropriate, the application of 

security measures and sanctions, in order to 

guarantee the sanitary quality of products 

intended for human consumption.

SENASICA or The National 
Service of Health, Food Safety, 
and Food Quality 

It is a decentralized body of the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, 

Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA), responsible 

for the regulation of fishery products during 

primary production.  It is aimed at carrying 

out sanitary actions to protect aquaculture 

resources from pests and diseases of 

quarantine and economic importance, as well 

as regulating and promoting the application 

and certification of food contamination 

risk reduction systems  and the agri-food 

quality of these, to facilitate national and 

international trade in goods of plant and 

animal origin http://senasica.gob.mx/

Mexico

Javier Calderon Elizalde
Chief Director

Support Staff

Juan Gay Gutierrez
General Directorate of Animal 

Health (DGSA)

Leandro David Soriano
General Directorate of Agrifood, 

Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Safety (DGIAAP)

Francisco Ramirezy Ramfrez
General Directorate of Plant 

Health (DGSV)

Promotion and 
Linking Unit

Oliver Chavarria Iniguez
General Directorate of Adminis-

tration and Informatic (DGAI)

Marco Antonio Ramirez
General Legal Directorate 

(DGJ)

Jorge Luis Leyva
General Directorate of Plant 

and Animal Health Inspection 
(DGIF)

Roberto Alvarado Molina
Coordination and Linking 

Unit (UCE)

Adriana Ortiz Rubio
Sub-directorate for Standarization 

and Regulatory Improvement

Rigoberto Gonzalez Gomez
Directorate of Health  

Systematization and Analysis

Rene Hernandez Ruiz
Unit for Protocols and Interna-

tional Health Managements

Regional Representations of 
SENASICA
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Food testing facilities

SENASICA has two food testing facilities, 

which are mentioned below:

•	 National Center for Animal Health 
Verification Services (CENAPA)

It is a laboratory that has established 

itself as a leader in Latin America due 

to the techniques it applies. It confirms 

the presence of toxic residues and 

contaminants in meat products, honey, 

eggs and by-products of animal, 

aquaculture and fishing origin.

Through the analysis of the physical-

chemical characteristics of these 

products, it rules out any health risk 

and ensures that the food that are 

exported and marketed nationally are 

free of these substances. Some of the 

toxic residues that are determined are 

veterinary drugs such as anticoccidials, 

antiparasitics, antibiotics, steroids, 

tranquilizers, and contaminants such as 

heavy metals, pesticides, and industrial 

residues, among others.

In addition, it supports the registration 

of veterinary pharmaceutical and food 

products for animal use, verifying, 

-through the identification and 

assessment of active ingredients and 

proximal chemical analysis- what is 

indicated on the commercial label.

It focuses on diseases that affect animals 

of economic interest for aquaculture and 

fisheries production.

Its working methods are developed in 
four aspects:

Diagnosis of parasitic diseases that affect 
animals and aquaculture and fishing 
organisms.

Verification of antiparasitic products 
under development or for registration 
purposes.

Production of biological material for 
diagnosis and verification.

Center for Molecular Biology and High 
Genomic Sequencing and provider 
of diagnostic reagents (primers), for 
the Senasica Network of diagnostic 
laboratories. In turn, it supports 
aquaculture and fisheries health and 
safety with the following actions:

Physical-chemical and biological 
verification of pharmaceutical products 
for livestock, aquaculture and fishing 
use, as well as food and chemicals that 
require registration with the Mexican 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (SADER).

Microbiological analysis in products 
and by-products of animal origin, 
aquaculture and fishing

Diagnosis of the main diseases that 
affect aquatic species of commercial 
interest

Support in the declaration of zones free 
of diseases that affect the production of 
fish, crustaceans and mollusks.
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Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Support for the maintenance of the 
health status of our country, regarding 
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy 
(BSE) known as “mad cows”

Comprehensive support for health 
contingencies due to the presence of 
atypical mortalities in fish, crustaceans 
and mollusks.

•	 National Reference Center for Food 
Safety and Biosafety (CNRIBA)

This center performs the services 
of analysis for identification and 
quantification of pesticide residues and 
contaminants in foods of plant origin, 
with samples of all the states of the 
Mexican Republic with the intention of:

• 	 Assist in the actions monitoring 
application of reduction systems 
risks, participating in the analysis 
of samples of products of plant 
origin from the programs national 

monitoring.

•	 Satisfy the needs of users, complying 
with the attributions and official 
dispositions in the matter.

• Meet the technical performance 
requirements in the analysis of 
pesticide residues in vegetables 
established by the health 
authorities of the governments with 
which have trade agreements for 
the export of products of vegetable 
origin.

•	 Assist in the care of health alerts and 
other notifications about shipments 
originating from Mexico.

•	 Carry out genetic sequencing of 
bacteria found in plant products to 
determine the presence of bacteria 
with antimicrobial resistance
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

SENASICA 
Insurgentes Sur Avenue #489 Neighborhood: 
Hipódromo Zip Code: 06100, Mexico City, Mexico.
Telephone: +52 55 5905-1000 
Attention to the citizens: 800 987 9879 
National Service of Health, Food Safety, and Food Quality
e-mail: atencionciudadana@senasica.gob.mx
Weblink: https://www.gob.mx/senasica

SEMARNAT
Av. Ejército Nacional 223 Col. Anáhuac I 11320 Ciudad de México
Teléfono: 5554900900 
Atención Ciudadana: 5554900900 
Secretaría de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales.

PROFEPA
Avenida Félix Cuevas #6 Tlacoquemécatl del Valle, Alcaldía Benito Juárez 03200 Ciudad de 
México
Teléfono: 55 5449-6300 
Atención Ciudadana: 800-PROFEPA (800-776 3372) 
Procuraduria Federal de Proteccion al Ambiente.

COFEPRIS
Oklahoma 14 Col. Nápoles 03810 Ciudad de México
Telephone Assistance Center: 800 033 50 50 (from anywhere in Mexico), 55 53 40 09 96 (from 
abroad)
Federal Commission for Protection from Sanitary Risks
Website: http://www.gob.mx/cofepris/

Codex Contact Point:
General Directorate of Standards (DGN), Ministry of Economy (SE), Tecamachalco Bridge No.6, 
second floor, 
Col. Lomas de Tecamachalco Fuentes Section, 
CP53950, Naucalpan de Juárez, 
State of Mexico
Tel: +52 55 5729 9480 
E-mail: codexmex@economia.gob.mx 
Website: http://www.economia.gob.mx/comunidad-negocios/normalizacion/normalizacion-
intern 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
Dirección General de Normas 
Dirección de Promoción - Centro de Información 
Pachuca 189, Colonia Condesa, Cuauhtémoc, 06140 Ciudad de México, 
CDMX
Email: diogenes.hernandez@economia.gob.mx 
Phone: +(52 55) 5729 9300 (Ext. 4156/4135) 
Website: www.economia.gob.mx/?P=855

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
Secretaría de Economía 
Subsecretaría de Industria, Comercio y Competitividad 
Dirección General de Normas 
Contact person: Lic. César Osvaldo Orozco Arce 
Pachuca 189, Colonia Condesa, 
Demarcación territorial Cuauhtémoc, 
Ciudad de México, 06140 
C.P. 53950
Email: tania.fosado@economia.gob.mx 
Phone: +(52 55) 5729 91 00; ext. 13247; ext. 13264

OIE/WOAH  
SENASICA:
DVM Juan Gay Gutiérrez
General Director of Animal Health
Insurgentes Sur Avenue #489 Neighborhood: Hipódromo Zip Code: 06100, Mexico City, 
Mexico.
Telephone: +52 55 5905-1000
E - mail: gestion.dgsa@senasica.gob.mx

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/
DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20
Regulations%20and%20Standards%20Country%20Report_Monterrey%20ATO_
Mexico_12-31-2021.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep
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In Mongolia, two important Acts related to 
Food is “Food Law” and “Food Safety Law”. 
The Food law ensures food necessities of 
the population, food safety and to regulate 

relations that arise between the government, 
individuals and legal entities in connection 
with the food production and services.

Mongolia

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Light Industry

Ministry of Health

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry: 

The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry is responsible for Food Safety, 
Food Security and Supply Policy. Promoting 
development of Food and agricultural 
industry, improving the Sector’s sustainable 
development and economic growth, to 
ensure food security.The ministry is involved 
in regulating the implementation of export 
and import policy, prohibition of livestock, 
animals, cultivated plants, food products 
derived from them, raw materials, animal 
feed and their supplements;to ensure the 
food safety of the population, to ensure the 
supply of nutritious and safe food, to use 
quality services.

Ministry of Health: 

The Ministry of Health deals with Public 
Health, Nutrition, and Food Safety. It is 
responsible for providing conditions for 

fair competition among all citizens for the 
benefit of every citizen to ensure the fair 
competition, choice, safe and quality health 
diagnosis, treatment.

Food testing facilities

National reference Lab of Food Safety, 
National centres of Public Health in 
Ulaanbaatar City

At the country level, there are ministries, 
agencies and other institutions. At the Local 
level, there are departments for Food and 
Agriculture, Health, Specialized in Inspection. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry:
WW9M+45G, Ulaanbaatar
Ulaanbaatar-13381, Mongolia

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Codex Contact Point
Mr. JAMBALTSEREN Tumur-Uya
NCCP, State Secretary of the Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and
Light industry of Mongolia,
Room #801, Government Bldg #9A,
Enkhtaivan Avenue 16A,
Ulaanbaatar-13381, Mongolia
Tel: +976 51 261212
E-mail: codexmon@yahoo.com
Website: http://Codex.mn

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point

Food safety:
A. Amarjargal

Officer
Policy and Planning Department
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry
Peace avenue 16/A
Ulaanbaatar
Tel: +(976) 99193470
Email: amarjargal@mofa.gov.mn
Website: www.mofa.gov.mn/exp/

Animal health:
Kh. Altangerel
Senior Officer
Livestock Development Policy and 
Coordination Department
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry
Peace avenue 16/A
Ulaanbaatar
Tel: +(976) 9968 9109
Email: altangerel@mofa.gov.mn
Website: www.mofa.gov.mn/exp/

Plant health:
B.  Uranchimeg
Officer
Policy and Planning Department
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry
Peace avenue 16/A
Ulaanbaatar
Tel: +(976) 99049885
Email: uranchimeg@mofa.gov.mn
Website: www.mofa.gov.mn/exp/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
National Enquiry Point and Standards 
Information Center
Mongolian Agency for Standardization and 
Metrology (MASM)
P.O. Box - 48
Peace street 46A
Ulaanbaatar 
Tel: +(976) 51 263860
Email: standardinform@masm.gov.mn
Website: http://www.masm.gov.mn

OIE/WOAH
Dr TegshduurenErdenesaikhan
Officer for the disease diagnosis, surveillance 
and veterinary laboratories, GAVS
Government Building-IX
Peace Avenue-16A
Bayanzurkh District
Ulaanbaatar
2010349
MONGOLIA
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The Law on Food Safety (Official Gazette of 
Montenegro 57/15) governs the conditions 
for food and feed safety, duties and 
responsibilities of food and feed business 
operators, including traditional products, 
as well as other issues of relevance for 
food and feed safety, in order to ensure the 
protection of human life and health, the 
environment, consumers and efficient market 
functioning. Competent authorities for state 
administration activities in the food and 
feed safety area are the state administrative 
authority in charge of food safety, agriculture 
and veterinary issues (Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development – MARD) and the 
administrative authority in charge of food 
safety (Administration for Food Safety, 
Veterinary and Phytosanitary Affairs – 
AFSVPA).

Risk assessments are based on the available 
scientific evidence and conducted in an 
independent, objective and transparent 
manner. Risk assessments may be carried 
out by scientific research institutions in 
the area of food safety, complying with the 
requirements in terms of qualified staff and 
authorised by the MARD. In the case that 
no scientific research institutions meet the 
requirements, the MARD may authorise a 
specialised institution of a European Union 
Member State to assess food and feed risks.

Risk management is carried out to ensure 
that the preventive measures, supervision 
and official controls undertaken in order to 
reduce, eliminate and avoid risk to human 

and animal health caused by the ingestion 
of food are based on risk assessment results 
and other factors relevant to risk elimination, 
and that they are unbiased, efficient and 
appropriate. Risk management is carried 
out by the AFSVPA through surveillance, 
official controls and preventive measures. 
In the course of risk management, results of 
risk assessments and/or scientific opinions 
prepared by scientific research institutions 
authorised by the ministry and the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and other 
safety-relevant factors are taken into account. 
In the case of a threat where a food or feed 
may pose a risk to human or animal health, 
the MARD shall, without delay, through 
print or electronic media, inform the general 
public about the type of food and feed, the 
risk it may pose, as well as the measures 
undertaken or that are to be undertaken to 
prevent, reduce or eliminate that risk.

Food Authorities:

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MARD)

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MARD) performs tasks 
related to the following: agricultural and 
rural development policies; protection, 
utilization and promotion of agricultural 
land; plant production; animal husbandry; 
organic production; phytosanitary matters; 
veterinary and food and feed safety policy; 
beekeeping; freshwater and marine fisheries 
and mariculture; forestry  development 
policy; hunting; water management; 

Montenegro



227 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

international cooperation; preparation 
of regulations in the areas for which the 
ministry was established; administrative and 
inspection supervision.

The MARD proposes food and feed safety 
policy, adopts regulations for the enforcement 
of the Food Safety Law, implements annual 
monitoring programmes (residues in food 
of animal origin and feed, pesticide residues 
in food, zoonoses, microbiological criteria 
in food, contaminants in food and feed 
and other programmes), organizes the 
implementation of official controls, adopts 
a multi-annual official control plan for 
food and feed, submits annual reports on 
food and feed safety to the Government of 
Montenegro and the European Commission, 
cooperates with international organisations 
and competent authorities of other states 
in the field of food and feed safety, and 
performs other activities in accordance with 
this law.

Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs (AFSVPA)

Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs (AFSVPA) 
is a single state authority under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development of Montenegro. 
Three departments operate within the 
administration:

1. Food Safety Department (FSD) – 
performs duties within the competence 
of the AFSVPA established by the laws 
on food and feed safety, organises 
and implements official controls and 

inspections.

2. 	 Veterinary Department (VD) – 
performs duties within the competence 
of the AFSVPA established by the laws on 
veterinary medicine, identification and 
registration of animals, protection of the 
welfare of animals, veterinary medicinal 
products and products of animal origin, 
and organises and conducts official 
controls and inspections.

3. Phytosanitary Department (PD) – 
performs duties within the competence 
of the AFSVPA established by the 
laws on plant health protection, plant 
protection products, plant nutrition 
products, opioid drugs, seed material 
of agricultural plants, planting material, 
GMOs, plant variety protection, and 
plant genetic resources, and conducts 
official controls and inspections.

The AFSVPA establishes the compliance 
with the requirements and issues approvals 
for conducting business operations 
in establishments for the production, 
processing and distribution of food and 
feed, registers food and feed establishments, 
sets up and maintains the Central Register 
of Approved Establishments conducting 
food and feed business operations, prepares 
and implements the multi-annual official 
control plan for food and feed, prepares 
annual reports on implementation of the 
multi-annual official controls, prepares the 
technical basis for adoption of legislation 
for the enforcement of this law, monitoring 
programmes, and contingency plans in the 
area of food and feed safety, cooperates with 
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Food Regulatory Ecosystem

the European Commission, and performs 
other technical and administrative tasks in 
accordance with the law.

The analysis of samples taken in the course 
of official controls and monitoring of food 
and feed and food contact materials is 
conducted by official laboratories authorised 
by the Ministry. The authorisation may be 
granted to a laboratory that operates as a 
legal entity and is accredited pursuant to ISO/
IEC 17025 and ISO/IEC 17011 for methods 
for which the laboratory can prove that it 
regularly and successfully participates in 
inter- laboratory testing programmes. In the 
case that Montenegro does not have official 
laboratories to perform specific analyses, 

the ministry shall designate an accredited 
laboratory of a Member State of the European 
Union. 

For specific types of food and specific 
analyses of food and feed, the ministry shall 
designate one laboratory as the National 
Reference Laboratory for such testing 
purposes. One laboratory may be designated 
as a reference laboratory for several types of 
testing. In the case that Montenegro does 
not have the laboratory for a specific area 
which complies with the requirements laid 
down by this law, the ministry may designate 
a reference laboratory of the Member State 
of the European Union or of the European 
Free Trade Association (EFTA).

Laboratories and Faculties

There are three public laboratories in 

Montenegro: the Institute for Public Health 

(IPH), the Centre for Ecotoxicological 

Research (CETI), and the Diagnostic 

Veterinary Laboratory (DVL).

The IPH conducts analyses of food, materials 

and items coming into contact with food: 

microbiological, parasitological, chemical, 

biological, toxicological, biochemical and 

other laboratory analyses, analyses of 
drinking water, surface and wastewater, etc. 

The CETI is an institution authorised for 
the control and safety of food and objects 
in general use as of 1998, for the control of 
agricultural and food products in foreign 
trade as of 1999, as well as for the examination 
of physico-chemical properties of pesticides.  
The Diagnostic Veterinary Laboratory has 
accredited a larger number of methods in 
the following fields:  Microbiological analyses 
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of food of animal origin: meat and meat 
products, milk and dairy products, eggs and 
egg products; parasitological testing of meat 
and meat products.

The Biotechnical Faculty of the University 
of Montenegro (BTF) is a higher education 
institution that performs scientific research 
in the field of agriculture. The Biotechnical 
Faculty accomplishes its mission by 
improving education and human resources 
development programmes, modernizing 
technical capacities, and enhancing 
interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 
research by increasing participation in 
international programmes in the field of 
agriculture. The BTF is responsible for plant 
health control programmes.

The Faculty for Food Technology, Food Safety 
and Ecology (FFTFSE) was established in 2012 
and offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in four areas: food technology, sanitary 
engineering, HoReCa system engineering, 
and environmental engineering. The 
FFTFSE conducts research in areas related 
to the science of food and nutrition, 
biotechnology and ecology, in order to 
improve the theoretical knowledge and 
research methodologies, with an emphasis 
on interdisciplinary research. Food safety, 
veterinary and phytosanitary inspections 
are a part of the AFSVPA. Official controls 
for the implementation of the Law on Food 
Safety are carried out by food inspectors, 
official border veterinarians, and border 
phytosanitary inspectors.

According to the Veterinary Law, veterinary 
inspectors are responsible for the control 

of trade of live animals, products of animal 
origin in the territory of Montenegro, checks 
at the places of dispatch or final destination 
of consignment, and in quarantine facilities. 
Currently, border veterinary control in 
Montenegro is carried out at 10 veterinary 
Border Inspection Posts (BIPs) (8 at land 
borders, one in the Port of Bar and one at the 
airport in Podgorica).

Official controls concerning the placing 
on the market of food and feed are carried 
out by food inspectors as well as veterinary 
and phytosanitary border inspectors, while 
the control of animal by-products is the 
responsibility of veterinary inspectors. Official 
controls with regard to the implementation 
of laws in the phytosanitary segment are 
undertaken by phytosanitary inspectors.

Food testing facilities:

Institute for Public Health (IPH)
DžonaDžeksona bb, 81000 Podgorica, 
Montenegro
Phone: +382 (0)20 412 888
E-mail: ijzcg@ijzcg.me

Centre for Ecotoxicological Research 
(CETI) 
BulevarŠarla De Gola 2, 81000 Podgorica, 
Montenegro
Phone: +382 20 658-090; +382 20 658-091; 
+382 20 658-108;
Fax: +382 20 658-092: 
e-mail: info@ceti.co.me

Diagnostic Veterinary Laboratory (DVL)
Bul. DžordžaVašingtona, bb 
P. fah 69, 81000 Podgorica
Phone: +382 20 269-403
Fax: +382 20 269-404
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs (AFSVPA)
Mr Vladimir Đaković, director 
Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs of Montenegro 
Serdara Jola Piletića no. 26 
81000 Podgorica 
Montenegro
Email:  vladimir.djakovic@ubh.gov.me
upravazabezbjednosthrane@ubh.gov.me 
Phone: +(382) 20 201 945

Codex Contact Point
Mrs Sandra Vulovic 
Codex Contact Point, Institut za 
standardizaciju Crne Gore, 
VII Omladinske 28 
20000 Podgorica, 
Montenegro
Tel: +382 20 227 123 
E-mail: isme@t-com.me 
Website: http://www.isme.me 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point

SPS Notification Authority
Ms Zorka Prljevic 
Deputy director  
Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs of Montenegro 
Serdara Jola Piletića no. 26 
81000 Podgorica, Montenegro
Email:  zorka.prljevic@ubh.gov.me
upravazabezbjednosthrane@ubh.gov.me 
Phone: +(382) 20 201945

SPS Enquiry Point
Ms Zorka Prljevic 
Deputy director  
Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
and Phytosanitary Affairs of Montenegro 
Serdara Jola Piletića no. 26 
81000 Podgorica 
Montenegro
Email:  zorka.prljevic@ubh.gov.me
upravazabezbjednosthrane@ubh.gov.me 
Phone: +(382) 20 201 945

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Enquiry Point for technical regulations and 
conformity assessment procedures 
Contact official: Ana Martinovic 
Senior adviser 
Ministry of Economy of Montenegro 
Department for Internal Market and 
Competition 
Rimskitrg 46 
Podgorica 
81000
Email: ana.martinovic@mek.gov.me 
Phone: + (382) 20 247 119

Enquiry Point for standards 
Contact person: Marko Šaranovic 
Information Center Officer 
Institute for Standardization of Montenegro 
VII Omladinske 28 
Podgorica 
81000
Email: isme@t-com.me 
Phone: + (382) 20 227 108
OIE/WOAH 
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FOCAL POINTS/CONTACT POINTS
Address:
Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary Affairs of Montenegro

Serdara Jola Piletića no. 26
81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Weblink: Uprava za bezbjednost hrane, veterinu i fitosanitarne poslova (www.gov.me)

W O A H

affilation name and 
surname

or-
gani-
sation

e-mail alternate e-mail

DELEGATE Vladimir Đaković AFSVPA vladimir.djakovic@ubh.gov.me vlajodjakovic@yahoo.com 
NFP Animal Dis-
ease Notification 

Mevlida Hrapović AFSVPA mevlida.hrapovic@ubh.gov.me mevlib@yahoo.com 

NFP Aquatic 
Animals 

RadošMićović SVL rados.mikovic@gmail.com rados.mikovic@gmail.com

NFP Animal 
Production Food 
Safety

Biljana Blečić AFSVPA biljana.blecic@ubh.gov.me biljanablecic811@gmail.
com 

NFP Veterinary 
Laboratories

DejanLausevic SVL dejanlausevic@t-com.me dejanlausevic@t-com.me 

NFP Animal 
Welfare

Ivan Ivanovic AFSVPA ivan.ivanovic@ubh.gov.me ivanovicivan87@yahoo.com 

NFP Communi-
cation

Ana Velimirovic AFSVPA ana.velimirovic@hotmail.com ana.velimirovic@hotmail.
com 

NFP AMR Jelena Vračar - 
Filipović

AFSVPA jelena.vracar@ubh.gov.me jelavrac5@gmail.com

NFP Wildlife Mevlida Hrapović AFSVPA mevlida.hrapovic@ubh.gov.me mevlib@yahoo.com 

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
Ministarstvo poljoprivrede, šumarstva i vodoprivrede (www.gov.me)
results | FAOLEX Database | Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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Mozambican food and agricultural import 
regulations and standards are developed and 
administered by three government ministries: 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Trade 
and Industry, and Health. Under these 
ministries, other agencies directly involved 
in food and agricultural imports include 
the National Institute for Normalization 
and Quality and the Mozambique Revenue 
Authority.

While the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development is primarily responsible for 
domestic food regulations, the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry (MIC) is responsible 
for implementing import regulations. The 
MIC delegates many of the responsibilities 
associated with food imports to the National 
Institute for Normalization and Quality 
(Instituto Nacional de Normalização e 
Qualidade -INNOQ). Mozambique’s major 
food regulations include Decree 9/2016 
on Food Fortification and Decree 6/2009 
regarding Pesticides Management.

Mozambique

Ministry of Health 
(MISAU)

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 

(MADER)

Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce (MIC)

Mozambique Revenue 
Authority

INNOQ

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

1.	 Ministry of Health (MISAU):  MISAU 
responsible for Safe Food in the country 

yy Develops legislation and regulations 
with mainly Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, 

yy Design norms, protocols 
and guidelines based on the 
recommendations of CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS, develops activities 
in the field of health surveillance)

2.	 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MADER): Accordance 
with the principles, objectives and tasks 
defined by the Government, directs, 
plans and ensures the execution of 
legislation and policies in the field 
of agriculture, livestock, agricultural 
hydraulics, agroforestry plantations, 
food security and coordination of rural 
development.

	 Among the various attributions within 
the scope of food safety, the following 
stand out:
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yy 	Promote research, extension and 
technical assistance in agriculture 
and food security;

yy 	Ensuring the promotion, 
coordination, monitoring and 
evaluation of agricultural and food 
security programmes, projects and 
plans;

3.	 Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
(MIC): MIC the mission of ensuring 
the formulation, elaboration and 
implementation of sectoral policies 
and strategies, for the promotion of the 
growth of industrial production, trade, 
agricultural marketing and exports.

	 Authorities responsible for specific 
subject are following: 

1.	O rganic Food: MADER - National 
Directorate of Plant and Animal 
Health and Biosecurity (DNSAB)

2.	  Genetically Modified Food- Ministry 
of Science and Technology (MCT)- 
control GMO (issue certificate) and 
MADER/DNSAB

3.	 Food Fortification and Feed- 
MISAU with collaboration with 
MIC - National Institute for 
Standardization and Quality 
(INNOQ) and MADER (Regulation for 
Food Fortification with Industrially 
Processed Micronutrients -Decreto 
n.º9/2016 de 18 de Abril) 

4.	 MISAU- Department of 
Environmental Health - responsible 

for food safety and focal point of 
Codex alimentarius and INFOSAN  
Ministries and/or departments 
involved in the enforcement / 
implementation of the food law in 
the country

1.	 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development

2.	  Ministry of Health.

Food testing facilities: 

1.	 PUBLIC:
i.	 Water, Food and Hygiene National 

Laboratory (National Directorate of 
Public Health-MISAU)

ii.	 Agrarian Research Institute of 
Mozambique Laboratories (IIAM)- 
MADER  

Contact details 

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Trade and Industry (MIC)
Av. Praça 25 de Junho, 300
Maputo - Mozambique
Tel: +258 21343500
E-mail: mic@gov.mz 
http://portalcomercioexterno.gov.mz/pt/
ministry-of-industry-and-commerce 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MADER)
Praça dos Heróis Moçambicanos
Maputo - Mozambique
Tel: +258 21468200 +258 0000000
E-mail: geral@agricultura.gov.mz  
www.agricultura.gov.mz 
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National Institute for Normalization and 
Quality (INNOQ)
Bairro Zimpeto
Maputo - Moçambique
Fixed line: +25821344600
Mobile: +258 82 4756985
Email: info@innoq.gov 
http://www.innoq.gov.mz/por/INNOQ2 

Codex Contact Point
Ms Ana Paula Cardoso Thuzine
Department of Environmental Health
National Directorate of Public Health,
MISAU 
Av: Eduardo Mondlane, n.° 1008
Maputo
Tel: +258 842606854
E-mail: apaulacardoso34@hotmail.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Afonso Ernesto Sitole
Plant Health Department 
DNSAB
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MADER)
Av. das FPLM, Maputo, C.P. 3658
Maputo
Tel: +258 824514190
E-mail: afonsostl@gmail.com

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point (BUREAU 
OF STANDARDS National Enquiry Point)
Ancha Issufo
Normalization Division- Department of 
services and food
Instituto Nacional de Normalização e 
Qualidade(INNOQ)
Av. Moçambique, Parcela 7168/D1/7, Bairro 
do Zimpeto, C.P: 2983
Maputo

OIE/WOAH National Enquiry Point:
Américo Manuel da Conceição
National Directorate of Livestock 
Development Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (MADER)
Praça dos Heróis Moçambicanos, 
Caixa postal: C.P. 1406 
Maputo
Tel: +258 846216418
E-mail: mecodaconceicao@yahoo.com
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The Food Act, 2023 (1967) has been 
established to maintain purity in foodstuffs, 
framing legal provisions to maintain proper 
standard of foodstuffs and to prevent any 
undesirable adulteration in foodstuffs or 
prevent from reducing in, or extracting, any 
natural quality or utility from foodstuffs in 
order to maintain health and convenience 
of the general public. The act also includes 
“prohibition on production, sale or 
distribution of adulterated foodstuff or sub-
standard foodstuff., Prohibition on sale of 
foodstuff by lying or misleading, License 
to be obtained for a person intending to 
produce, sell, distribute, store or process the 
prescribed foodstuffs shall have to obtain 
license as prescribed and setting up quality 
and standards etc”. The Food Rules came 

into existence in 1970 which comprises of 
“Provisions for food additives, Contaminants, 
Inspections, Licensing, Analysis of food, Right 
and duties of public analyst, the working 
procedure of the Dept of Food Technology 
and Quality Control (DFTQC) as food quality 
control authority, Food Inspector; basic 
qualification required to be food inspector 
and his right and duties, Method of sampling 
and evidential documents to be prepared 
at sampling, Detention of food if found 
decomposed or rotten at production or 
sale, Filing of cases, Food standardization 
committee and its working procedure, Food 
labelling, Matters to be observed by food 
seller, Use of colour and preservative in food, 
Licence to be obtained by food business 
operator and its procedure etc”.

Nepal

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Department
Department of Food Technology and Quality  Control 

(DFTQC)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food SAfety Authority

Department of Food Technology and 
Quality Control (DFTQC): 

DFTQC, DFTQC is the apex body responsible 
for the implementation of food laws and 
regulations. It is also working for the 
implementation of Feed Act and Regulations. 
The main objective is to ensure the quality 
and safety of food and feed products in the 
country. Further, the department has a major 

role to play in promoting appropriate food 
processing and post-harvest technologies 
to promote agribusiness. Similarly, the 
department has been conducting various 
activities related to food and nutrition to 
reduce various types of malnutrition in 
the country. The main function of DFTQC 
is food inspection, Licensing of FBO, Food 
Standardizations and Harmonization, Export/
Import Certification, Communication and 
Consumer awareness. 
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Food testing Facilities

One Central Food Laboratory, Babarmahal, 
Kathmandu.

Five Regional Food Technology &Quality 
Control Office (RFTQCO) in Biratnagar, 
Hetauda, Bhairahawa, Nepalgunj and 
Dhangadhi.

Four Food Quarantine Laboratories ( FQL) in 
Kakarvitta, Tatopani, Birgunj, Mahendranagar.

Food Safety at regional and 
Local levels

Food safety monitoring can be done at local 
level by the Municipality. At the Regional 
(Provincial) level, there is Province level office. 
At the Centre, DFTQ is involved basically for 
making rules, regulation safety policy and 
Coordination. 

Contact details

Department of Food Technology and 
Quality Control (DFTQC):
Department of Food Technology and Quality 
Control
Babarmahal, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: +977-1-4262369, 4262430
Fax: +977-1-4262337
Email: info@dftqc.gov.np

Codex Contact Point
Director General, 
Department of Food Technology and Quality 
Control, 
Babar Mahal, P.O. Box No. 21265, 
Kathmandu
Tel: 977-1-4247852
E-mail: info@dftqc.gov.np
Website: http://www.dftqc.gov.np
WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point

National SPS Enquiry Point
Department of Food Technology and Quality 
Control
Babarmahal
Kathmandu
Tel: +(977 1) 425 6947/426 2369
Email: info.dftqc@spsenquiry.gov.np
Website: www.spsenquiry.gov.np

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Nepal Bureau of Standards and Metrology 
(NBSM)
Ministry of Industry
Balaju
Kathmandu
Tel: +(977) 1 435 68 10
Email: nbsm@nbsm.gov.np
Website: http://www.nbsm.gov.np

OIE/WOAH
Director General
Department of Livestock Services
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 
Development
+977 1 5522056/ +977 9851067387
dgdls@ntc.net.np
http://www.dls.gov.np
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European regulations and the Dutch Food 

and Commodities Act are the central 

legal foundations for food legislation in 

the Netherlands. Infringement of food 

regulations can lead to measures under 

criminal law and consumer damage claims 

under civil law, whereby the final decision 

rests with the courts. 

Government measures with regard to 
food safety are often based on scientific 
risk assessments. Based on the Dutch 
“Independent Risk Assessment Act” from 
2006, risk assessment and risk management 
are largely institutionally separated. Risk 
assessments are published on the Internet 
unless there are statutory provisions that 
prohibit it.

Netherlands

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
(VWS): 

The Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
(VWS) pursues a ‘good food’ policy mainly 
based on recommendations and guidelines 
prepared by the Health Council of the 
Netherlands. VWS is responsible for health 
policy and safety of food of non-animal 
origin and prepares draft legislation in this 
area. VWS bases risk management measures 

on risk assessments conducted by the Office 

for Risk Assessment and Research (BuRO), 

an independent unit within the Netherlands 

Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority 

(NVWA).

The VWS portfolio includes food supplements, 

novel foods, mineral water, drinking water, 

botanicals, residues of plant protection 

products and veterinary medicinal products 

and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 

in the food of non-animal origin segment. Its 
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area of work extends beyond the field of food 
safety to cosmetics and consumer products.

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality (LNV): 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality (LNV) is responsible for agricultural 
policy and safety of food of animal origin 
(i.e. during primary production by farmers, 
growers and fishermen). LNV prepares draft 
legislation in this area and ensures the 
traceability of food of animal origin. In the 
Netherlands, it is the responsibility of the 
food producers to ensure safe foods and 
to conduct appropriate day-to-day quality 
controls. The government supervises this self-
control system (“supervising the supervisor”). 

LNV bases risk management measures on 
risk assessments prepared by the Office for 
Risk Assessment and Research (BuRO), an 
independent unit within the Netherlands 
Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Authority (NVWA). The portfolio of LNV 
includes zoonoses, GMOs and residues of 
plant protection products and veterinary 
medicinal products in animal feed. The area 
of work of LNV extends beyond food safety to 
plant health, plant protection, animal health 
and animal welfare. LNV is the regulatory 
authority for plant protection products and 
veterinary medicinal products.

Netherlands Food and Consumer Product 
Safety Authority (NVWA): 

The Netherlands Food and Consumer Product 
Safety Authority (NVWA) is an independent 
agency in LNV and a delivery agency to 
VWS. In April 2010, three authorities (VWA, 

PD (National Plant Protection Organization, 
NPPO) and AID) were merged into one 
authority named NVWA. NVWA has been 
operating as a single authority since January 
2012. The three main tasks of NVWA are the 
implementation and supervision of food 
safety control and inspection activities, risk 
assessment and risk communication. 

NVWA is also responsible for incident and 
crisis management, including technical and 
scientific support and advising LNV and VWS 
on risks. Within NVWA, risk management is 
functionally separated from risk assessment. 
NVWA has small support offices in the 
country to provide logistical support to 
the inspectors. In addition, the number 
of laboratories has been reduced to two 
laboratories in Zwijndrecht and Groningen 
for product safety, and one in Wageningen 
for plant health (National Reference 
Centre (NRC) - Plant Health, National Plant 
Protection Organisation, pursuant to Official 
Controls Regulation (2017/625/EU)). NRC in 
NVWA coordinates the European Reference 
Laboratories (EURLs) for Bacteriology and 
Virology.

NVWA also has an Intelligence and 
Investigation Service (NVWA-IOD) that 
focusses on organised and international 
crime. NVWA has access to several National 
Reference Laboratories in the field of 
food safety, pursuant to Official Controls 
Regulation (2017/625/EU). The area of work 
of the NVWA extends beyond the field of food 
safety to animal health, animal welfare, plant 
health and non-food consumer products. The 
independent Office for Risk Assessment and 
Research (BuRO) conducts risk assessments 
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and advises the ministers of LNV and VWS on 
food and consumer product safety and on 
animal health and welfare. 

BuRO is a scientific unit that is independent, 
and its scientific opinions are free of 
political, social or scientific interests. BuRO 
also identifies new health risks, prepares 
risk reduction recommendations, and 
recommends preventive measures to ensure 
food and feed safety. Another main area for 
BuRO is the transparent communication 
with the public. BuRO is active in the areas of 
food safety, novel foods, food supplements, 
GMOs, zoonoses, animal feed, animal health, 
veterinary medicinal products, animal welfare, 
residues of plant protection products, plant 
health and non-food consumer products.

Wageningen Bioveterinary Research 
(WBVR):

Wageningen Bioveterinary Research (WBVR) 
is an independent research organisation. 
WBVR operates in the field of veterinary 
science and contributes to protecting the 
health of animals and humans by undertaking 
research and making recommendations on 
animal diseases (zoonoses). WBVR is part of 
Wageningen UR.

Wageningen Food Safety Research 
(WFSR):

 Wageningen Food Safety Research (WFSR) is 
an independent research institute in the field 
of food and feed safety and human health. 
WFSR was established in June 2019 and is a 
combination of the RIKILT- Institute of Food 
Safety and the Laboratory for Feed and Food 
Safety of NVWA. WFSR conducts research on 

substances in food of plant or animal origin 
and animal feed. WFSR is part of Wageningen 
UR.

Institute for Public Health and the 
Environment (RIVM):

The National Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment (RIVM) is an independent 
research organisation. RIVM is a recognised 
leading centre of excellence in the area 
of health, nutrition and environmental 
protection. Several National Reference 
Laboratories and a European Reference 
Laboratory are hosted by RIVM, WBVR and 
WFSR.

Implementation of the Act/Standards: 

The Netherlands is divided in 12 provinces 
and 355 municipalities. The Netherlands 
Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Authority (NVWA), under the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, 
provides information on health of animals 
and plants, animal welfare and the safety of 
food and consumer products and maintains 
the legislation in the field of nature. Food 
and feed inspections are coordinated from 
the central seat in Utrecht and supported by 
regional NVWA offices.

Food testing facilities: 

Wageningen Food Safety Research is the 
Dutch National Reference Laboratory (NRL) 
for monitoring residues, contaminants 
and viruses in food and feed. Additionally, 
Wageningen Food Safety Research is a 
European Reference Laboratory for specific 
domains.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport (VWS) [https://www.government.nl/ministries/ministry-
of-health-welfare-and-sport]

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (LNV) [https://www.government.nl/
ministries/ministry-of-agriculture-nature-and-food-quality]

Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority (NVWA) [https://english.nvwa.nl/]  
Catharijnesingel 59, 3511 GG Utrecht 
Tel: +31 8 82 23 22 33

Wageningen Food Safety Research (WFSR) [https://www.wur.nl/en/research-results/research-
institutes/food-safety-research/contact-wfsr.htm]

P.O. Box 230, 6700 AE Tel: +31 (0)317 48 02 56

Wageningen Bioveterinary Research (WBVR) [https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/
Research-Institutes/Bioveterinary-Research.htm]

Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) [https://www.rivm.nl/en]

Codex Contact Point
 [https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Dr Marie-Ange Delen, Coordinator Codex Alimentarius, Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Food Quality, Plant Supply Chain and Food Quality Department, P.O.Box 20401, 2500 EK, The 
Hague, Netherlands
Tel: +31 6 46152167
E-mail: info@codexalimentarius.nl 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Ministry of Finance, Tax and Customs Administration  
Central Licensing Office for Import and Export  
Section EC/WTO Notifications 
Kempkensberg 12 (3rd floor)  
P.O. Box 30 003 9700 RD Groningen
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Email:cdiu.notificaties@belastingdienst.nl 
Phone: +(088) 151 0911 - Tineke Elzer +(088) 151 1001 - Gerhard Kleine
For Article 10, paragraph 1.1 
Ministry of Finance Tax and Customs Administration  
Central Licensing Office for Imports and Exports  
Section EEC/WTO-Notifications  
The CDIU is responsible for the implementation of regulations in the field of international 
trade and also for information on technical regulations, including notifications. 
PO Box 30003, GRONINGEN, 9700 RD
Email: Cdiu.notificaties@belastingdienst.nl 
Phone: +(31 50) 5232 133; +(31 50) 5232 134; +(31 50) 5232 135

For Article 10, paragraph 1.2: 
Nederlands Normalisatie-Instituut (NEN)  
(Netherlands Standardization Institute) 
P.O. Box 5059, 2600 GB DELFT
Phone: +(31 15) 269 0255 
Website: http://www.nen.nl

For Article 10, paragraph 1.3: 
Raad voor Accreditatie  
(Dutch Accreditation Council RvA) 
P.O. Box 2768, 3500 GT UTRECHT
Phone: +(31 30) 239 4500

OIE/WOAH
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr. Willem Pelgrim, Chief of Veterinary Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality
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National Agency for Food and Drug 

Administration and Control (NAFDAC) is the 

Government of Nigeria’s (GON) main food 

safety authority under the Federal Ministry 

of Health responsible for regulating and 

controlling the manufacturing, importing, 

exporting, advertising, selling, and 

distributing of food products in Nigeria. Its 

scope covers food, packaged water, drugs, 

cosmetics, medical devices, chemicals, and 

detergents (referred to as regulated products) 

consumed in Nigeria. However, the Standards 

Organization of Nigeria (SON) is responsible 

for setting standards on the composition, 

packaging, and container requirements of 

imported and locally manufactured foods. 

Nigeria

Food Safety Authorities

Under the provisions of the GON laws and 
the accompanying guidelines, a NAFDAC 
registration is required for food items 
imported, manufactured, advertised, sold, 
or distributed in Nigeria.  Major Scope of 
NAFDAC’S Food Regulation Activities includes 
Licensing of food manufacturing premises; 
Registration of food products and issuance 

of marketing authorization; Importation 
and exportation of food; Labeling and 
Advertisement of food products; Inspection 
for GMP and GHP of food producing premises 
of foreign establishments whose products are 
to be imported into Nigeria; Health control 
of Quick-service Restaurants; Marketing of 
Breast milk substitutes, etc. 

In Nigeria as per NAFDAC requirement, 

Federal Ministry of 
Health (FMoH)

National 
Agency for 

Food and Drug 
Administration 

and Control 
(NAFDAC)

Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural 

Development (FMARD)

Nigeria Agricultural 
Plant Quarantine 
Services (NAQS)

Federal Ministry of 
Industries, Trade, and 

Investments (MITI)]

Standards 
Organization 

of Nigeria 
(SON)

Federal 
Competition 
& Consumer 
Protection 

Commission 
(FCCPC)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Federal Department 
of Fisheries and 

Federal Department of 
Livestock
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certain essential food commodities must 
be fortified, namely, wheat and maize flour, 
vegetable oil and sugar consumed with 
vitamin A and salt with iodine. Further, it 
also has guidelines for animal feed and 
veterinary products. In addition, GE products 
in Nigeria are being regulated by National 
Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA). 
As per Bio safety law, import of products of 
biotechnology/GE food requires certification 
and mandatory labeling.

Laws enacted to Regulate and Monitor Food 
Safety Standards and Practices in Nigeria are 
as follows: 

Law Responsible 
Ministry/Agency 

Counterfeit and 
Fake Drugs and 
Unwholesome 
Processed Food 
Decree, (Act No. 25 
of 1999) 

Federal Ministry of 
Health 

National Agency 
for Food and Drug 
Administration 
and Control 
(Amendment) 
Decree 1999 (No. 19 
of 1999) 

Food and Drug 
Agency 

Food and Drugs 
(Amendment) 
Decree 1999 (No. 21 
of 1999) 

Food & Drug 
Administration & 
Control (NAFDAC) 

National Agency 
for Food and Drug 
Administration and 
Control Decree 1993 
(No. 15 of 1993) 

Standards 
Organization of 
Nigeria (SON) 

Public Health 
Ordinance Cap 164 
of 1958 

National Codex 
Committee 

The Standards 
Organisation of 
Nigeria Decree, No. 
56 of 1971 

Standards 
Organization of 
Nigeria (SON) 

The Animal Disease 
Control Decree, No. 
10 of 1988 
The Marketing 
of Breast Milk 
substitute Decree, 
No. 41 of 1990

Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Bio-safety law, 
2015 to regulate 
genetically 
engineered (GE) 
food and agricultural 
products in Nigeria

National Biosafety 
Management 
Agency (NBMA)

Implementation of Law/Standards: 
NAFDAC operates at the Federal and State 
levels along with the state government 
agencies. At the local government levels, 
there are primary healthcare agencies 
responsible for street food vending and 
traditional markets, although they refer 
to the agency for all cases that affect 
health. The main strategy employed by the 
Agency for enforcing Nigeria’s food laws is 
product registration. Contravention of the 
provisions of existing food laws is subject to 
prosecution and punishment as specified in 
the regulation. The agency collaborates with 
other Government Agencies and Civil Society 
Organizations such as SON, FCCPC, Nigeria 
Police Force (NPF), Nigeria Custom Service 
(NCS) to enforce Nigeria’s food laws. 

Import: Importers of food products must first 
apply to the Trademarks, Patents and Designs 
Registry under Nigeria’s (MITI) to register the 
product’s Trademarks, Patents or Designs 
(www.iponigeria.com). After trademark 
registration, the prospective importer 



244 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

representing a foreign manufacturer applies 
for registration with NAFDAC on a prescribed 
form to the Directorate of Registration and 
Regulatory Affairs, stating the name of the 
manufacturer, name (brand name where 
applicable) of the product. This form, labeled 
“NAFDAC Automated Product Administration 
and Monitoring System (NAPAMS)” is 
available online at NAFDAC’s website for 
download (https://www.napams.org/).   

NAFDAC Registration Process for 
Importers involves Documentation 
separately for each products; Inspection 
of manufacturing facilities; Review of the 
GMP inspection report; Laboratory analysis 
for assessment of wholesomeness and 
quality (15 product samples (20 in the case 
of dairy products) depending on pack size 
must be provided to NAFDAC for physical/
laboratory analysis and vetting which takes 
about four to eight weeks); Vetting of labels 
to confirm compliance with NAFDAC’s 
labeling regulations; Control to ensure that 
it is not deceitful, fraudulent, or misleading; 
Advertisement (optional); rejection/ issuance 
of a NAFDAC Registration certificate with 
unique Number with validity period of five 
years. 

Food testing facilities: 

The Laboratory Services Directorate is the 
arm of the NAFDAC that investigates and 
pronounces on the quality, safety, efficacy 
and wholesomeness of regulated products 
both imported and locally manufactured. The 
Laboratory Services Directorate is headed 
by two Directors (for food and drug) who 
supervises its functions through enhanced 

facilities, maintenance and capacity 
development of personnel in the Seven 
functional laboratories. Out of those 7 labs, 
3 laboratories are dedicated to food sector, 
namely, Central Laboratory, Oshodi, Lagos; 
Zonal Laboratory, Agulu; Area Laboratory, 
Port Harcourt. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Director-General, NAFDAC 
Plot 2032, Olusegun Obasanjo Way 
Zone 7, Wuse, Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel: +234 906 000 7693 
Email: nafdac@nafdac.gov.ng; cm.adeyeye@
nafdac.gov.ng 
Website: https://www.nafdac.gov.ng/ 

Director, Department of Livestock Services 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Area II, Garki Abuja, NIGERIA 
Tel: +234 803 314 8647, E-mail: olanlabi@
gmail.com; niranalabi@yahoo.com
Federal Ministry of Industries, Trade and 
Investment, No. 5, Ndola Crescent, Zone 
5, Wuse-Abuja, NIGERIA Email: info@
iponigeria.com, Phone: +2348092194426 or 
+2348092194416, 
Website: www.iponigeria.com 

Director of Fisheries, Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development
FCDA Complex, Area II, Garki, Abuja 
Tel: 0803 319 7502 
E-mail: imesumoh@yahoo.com

Director General, National Bio-Safety 
Management Agency 
National Parks Service premises along 
Airport Road; Abuja, 
E-mail: rebegba@hotmail.com
Tel +234 803 314 7778
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Codex Contact Point
Director 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON), 
52 Lome Crescent, Wuse Zone 7 Abuja FCT, 
Nigeria, Lekki Peninsula Scheme 1, 
Lekki, Lagos State, NIgeria
Tel: +234 1 2708230 
E-mail: codexsecretariat@son.gov.ng 
Website: http://www.son.gov.ng 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Food Safety: National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC)
Ms Flora Mari
Plot 2032, Olusegun Obasanjo Way
Wuse Zone 7 Abuja 900287
Email: fcmari100@hotmail.com; 
spsenquirypoint@nafdac.gov.ng 
Phone: +(234) 802 357 1351 +(234) 01-
2919532

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Standards Organisation of Nigeria,
Chudi-Anaukwu, Chioma Vivienne
Plot 13/14 Victoria Arobieke Street, off 
Admiralty Way,
Lekki Phase 1.
Email: chioma.chudi-anaukwu@son.gov.ng;  
chivivlinjet@yahoo.com 
Phone: +(234) 803 316 2789; +(234) 809 716 
7219

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Columba Teru Vakuru, 
Chief of Veterinary Services, Department 
of Veterinary ad Pest Control Services – 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development
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In Norway, the central legal foundation for 
food legislation is the Food Act. The EU Food 
Law is incorporated in the Norwegian Food 
Act. Infringement of food regulations can 
lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures with regard 

to food safety are often based on scientific 
risk assessments. In Norway, risk assessment 
and risk management are institutionally 
separated. Risk assessments conducted by 
the Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food 
and Environment (VKM) are published on the 
Internet unless there are statutory provisions 
prohibiting it.

Norway

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

In Norway, the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Food (LMD), the Ministry of Trade, Industry and 

Fisheries (NFD), and the Ministry of Health and 

Care Services (HOD) share responsibility for 

shaping food policy and for the management 

of foodstuffs from production to the consumer. 

Mattilsynet (Norwegian Food Safety Authority, 

NFSA) is a joint subordinate agency under 

these ministries.

The Ministry of Climate and Environment (KLD) 

bears special responsibility for environmental 

policy issues. The Miljødirektoratet (Norwegian 

Environment Agency, NEA) is a subordinate 

agency under KLD.

Ministry of Health and Care Services 
(HOD): The Ministry of Health and Care 
Services (HOD) deals with health policy, 
including nutrition and food safety. It is 
responsible for legislation in the field of 
health protection, food safety and food, 
except for primary production. HOD’s 
responsibilities include drinking water 
and cosmetics. HOD is responsible for the 
Norwegian Directorate of Health, which deals 
with public health, including nutrition, as 
well as for the Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health. HOD finances and appoints the 
otherwise independent Norwegian Scientific 
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Committee for Food and Environment (VKM). 

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries 
(NFD): 

NFD is responsible for legislation in the area 
of primary production in aquaculture, both 
wild and farmed fish and shellfish as well as 
fish feed. NFD’s portfolio also includes feed 
for marine animals, fish health and welfare, 
and sustainable use of marine resources.

Ministry of Agriculture and Food (LMD): 

LMD is the main ministry in charge of 
Mattilsynet (NFSA). It deals with agricultural 
policy in Norway. It is responsible for 
drafting legislation concerning the primary 
(agricultural) production of food and feed. 
The area of work of the LMD extends beyond 
food safety to include, for instance, plant 
health as well as animal health and welfare.

Ministry of Climate and Environment 
(KLD):  

KLD has the main responsibility for ensuring 
integrated governmental climate and 
environmental policies. In addition to 
initiating, developing and implementing its 
own measures and actions, KLD also acts as a 
promoter and coordinator to ensure that the 
authorities in the various sectors implement 
the environmental policies in their particular 
areas. KLD is the ministry in charge of 
Miljødirek toratet.

Norwegian Environment Agency 
(Miljødirek toratet): 

Miljødirek toratet is KLD’s advisory and 
executive body in the field of nature 

management. The agency’s primary tasks and 
responsibilities are reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, preserving nature and preventing 
pollution.

Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food 
and Environment (VKM): 

VKM is an independent risk assessment body 
consisting of a secretariat and a scientific 
committee. 100 experts constitute the 
committee, which is organised into a Scientific 
Steering Committee and eleven Scientific 
Panels, similar to the EFSA structure. The 
secretariat is organised as an independent 
unit within the Norwegian Institute of Public 
Health. VKM is financed and appointed by 
the Ministry of Health and Care Services. VKM 
conducts risk assessments at the request of 
Mattilsynet (NFSA) across the authority’s field 
of responsibility. 

Furthermore, on behalf of the 
Miljødirektoratet (Norwegian Environment 
Agency), VKM carries out environmental 
risk assessments of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs), microbiological products 
and alien organisms, as well as endangered 
species assessments related to the CITES 
regulations. VKM is the Norwegian Focal Point 
for EFSA. The director of VKM’s secretariat is a 
member of the EFSA Advisory Forum. VKM is 
the Norwegian Scientific Authority under the 
CITES Convention.

Norwegian Food Safety Authority (NFSA 
(Mattilsynet)):

NFSA is a governmental body whose aim is 
to implement regulations and controls to 
ensure that food and drinking water are as 
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safe and healthy as possible for consumers, 
and to promote plant, fish and animal health. 
The NFSA’s regulations cover ethical animal 
husbandry and encourage environmentally 
friendly production. It also regulates and 
controls cosmetics and animal health 
personnel. 

The NFSA’s role is to draft and provide 
information on legislation, perform risk-
based inspections, monitor food safety as 
well as plant, fish and animal health, provide 
updates on developments within its area of 
responsibility, and plan for emergencies. The 
NFSA advises and does preparatory work 

for legislation under the three main food 
ministries: LMD, NFD and HOD.

The NFSA is the regulatory authority for 
pesticides, and it is responsible for residues 
of veterinary medicines. However, the 
Norwegian Medicines Agency is responsible 
for the approval of veterinary medicines.

The NFSA is organised into two administrative 
levels: the head office in Oslo and 5 regions: 
Northern region, Central region, Southern 
and Western region, Eastern region, and 
Greater Oslo region.  The regional level 
includes 32 district offices.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health and Care Services website- 
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/hod/id421/  

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries website - 
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/nfd/id709/ 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food website - https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/lmd/id627/ 

Ministry of Climate and Environment website - https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kld/id668/   

Norwegian Environment Agency website - https://www.environmentagency.no/  

Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and Environment website - https://www.vkm.no/ 

Norwegian Food Safety Authority website - https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/ 

Codex Contact Point 
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Norwegian Food Safety Authority, 
PO Box 383, N-2381, Brumunddal
Tel: +47 22 779104 
E-mail: codex@mattilsynet.no
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Att: WTO-SPS 
Post Office Box 8007 Dep. 
0030 Oslo
Email: postmottak@lmd.dep.no 
Phone: +(47 22) 24 94 01 
Website: www.odin.dep.no/ld

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Standards Norway 
PO Box 242  
Lysaker 
1326
Email: info@standard.no  
Phone: +(47) 67 83 86 00 
Website: http://www.standard.no

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Ole-Herman Tronerud, Director, Norvegian Food Safety Authority, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/
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Royal Decree No.84 of 2008 issuing the 
Food Safety Law whichaims at ensuring 
the safety and quality of food products 
in Oman. The law consists of IV Chapters. 
Chapter I deals with hygienic rules for food 
circulation; promotion of food stuffs; aspects 
of distribution and transportation of food 
products and related permits; storage; and 
compliance with conditions and the standard 
specifications approved by the competent 
authority. Further, the food establishment 
official is obligated to install cameras inside 
the establishment before engaging in any 
food handling activity; (ii) the licensee must 
facilitate the inspectors the enter the food 
establishment, view everything related to the 
electronic control system, and provide with 
everything necessary to perform their work; 
and (iii) it is prohibited to stop the electronic 
monitoring system or to take any action that 
would affect it.Chapter II deals with the import 
and export of food products; permits for the 
release of food shipments; the Committee 
in charge of issuing conditions for issuing 
permits regarding food safety and quality in 
compliance with approved standards; respect 
of OIE and SPS recommendations. Chapter 
III deals with controls on food circulation 
including all means of food transport; 
inspections; possible withdrawal from the 
food market; registration. Art.21 emphasizes 
the need to coordinate the main laboratories 
of the concerned authorities, each in its 
specialization, in charge of submitting to the 
Committee reports on the analysis results 
for tested samples. Chapter IV deals with the 

penalties for violating the provisions of this 
Law. They include imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding one year and pecuniary 
punishments.

Ministerial Decree No. 2 of 2010 issuing the 
Regulations on food safety. The Regulations 
provide rules relevant to the quality and 
hygiene of food in Oman. The Regulations 
prohibit the food handling in absence of a 
licence certifying the compliance with the 
hygiene standards. The food processing 
establishments shall be far away from 
sources of environmental pollution. The 
hygiene standards are specified in the 
text. The Regulations also concern the 
sewerage system, safety of food handling, 
self inspection in the food processing 
establishment, tracking and retrieving the 
food, import/export, and the procedures to 
be done in cases of offences.

On Labelling requirements, Oman requires 
slaughtering according to Islamic Halal 
procedures for meat and poultry products. 
Packaged fresh or frozen meat and poultry 
must also carry in Arabic, the country of 
origin; production (slaughtering or freezing) 
and expiry dates; shelf life of the product; 
metric net weight; and product identification. 

Oman

Minister of Agricultural, 
Fisheries wealth and Water 

Resources ((MAFWR)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Pre-packaged processed meat and poultry 
must bear production and expiry dates, as 
well as the net weight of the product.

Food safety Authority 

Minister of Agricultural, Fisheries wealth 
and Water Resources (MAFWR): 

The ministry is involved in the management 
and sustainable development of agricultural, 
fisheries and water resources, ensuring 
food safety and quality through innovative 
methods and technologies, an advanced 
legislative system, community partnership, 
and an effective contribution from the private 
sector to enhance food and water security 
and maximize economic return. Further, the 
ministry is responsible for the management 
and development of agricultural (plant 
and animal), fisheries and water resources 
to ensure their sustainability and 
contribution to the gross domestic product, 
strengthening the food and water security 
system through effective policies, controls, 
legislation and programmes, optimal 
utilization of agricultural, fisheries and water 
resources with modern technologies and 
an integrated research system based on 
innovation and capacity building, Managing 
and ensuring food and water stocks to 
ensure its abundance, ensuring food safety 
and quality in accordance with regulations 
and legislation and following up on their 
implementation, increasing investment 
opportunities in agricultural fields (plants 
and animals), fisheries and water resources, 
and enhancing their added value and related 
services, preserving the knowledge and 
material heritage and appropriate traditional 

practices related to agricultural, fisheries 
and water resources and striving to develop 
them . The quarantine section in the ministry 
inspects imports, exports, and domestic 
production of plants and animals. 

Food testing facilities

1.	 Minister of Agricultural, Fisheries wealth 
and Water Resources (MAFWR)

2.	 Food Safety & Quality Center

3.	 Central Laboratory for Food Safety 

Food Safety at Regional and 
Local Levels

1.	 Minister of Agricultural, Fisheries wealth 
and Water Resources (MAFWR)

2.	 Food Safety & Quality Center

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Minister of Agricultural, Fisheries wealth and 
Water Resources (MAFWR)
Food Safety & Quality Center
Muscat,Oman
Tel: +968 22592001
E-mail: fsqc@mafwr.gov.om
Website: http://www.maf.gov.om

Codex  Contact Point
Mr. Ali Alghafri
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources
Food Safety & Quality Center
Muscat,
Oman
Tel: +968 98815998
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E-mail: ali.alghafri@mafwr.gov.om
Website: http://www.maf.gov.om

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
National Enquiry Point and Information Centre (NEPIC)
Ministry of Commerce and Industry
P.O. Box 550, P.C. 113
Muscat
Tel: +(968) 2481 7252
Email: nepic@business.gov.om
Website: www.mocioman.gov.om

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
National Enquiry Point and Information Centre (NEPIC)
Mr. Mohammed AL Balushi
National Enquiry Point and information Center
Ministry of Commerce & Industry
P.O. Box 550
Muscat
Tel: +(968) 2481 7252
Email: nepicbusiness1@gmail.com
Website: http://www.moci.gov.om

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Samah Al Sharif
2nd Vice-President of the Regional Commission for the Middle East
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Wealth and Water Resources
Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations:
Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs:
https://www.mjla.gov.om/

Standards:
https://dgsm.gso.org.sa/store/
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The Food Safety Act, otherwise known as 
Republic Act 10611 was enacted in 2013 
with mandate strengthen the food safety 
regulatory system in the country to protect 
consumer health and facilitate market access 
of local foods and food products, and for 
other purposes”. The Food Safety Act of 2013 
shall be the framework for implementing the 
farm to fork Food Safety Regulatory System. 
It designates the department of Agriculture 

(DA) and the Department of Health (DoH) in 
regulating FBOs to ensure Food Safety. 

There are eleven Food Safety Regulatory 
Agencies (FSRAs) in the Philippines, 8 from the 
DA and 3 from the DoH. The DA is responsible 
for primary and postharvest commodities, 
while the DoH is responsible for processed 
and pre-packaged food. 	

Philippines

Department of Agriculture (DA) Department of Health (DOH)

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Agriculture (DA): 

The DA is the executive department of the 
Philippine Government responsible for 
the promotion of agricultural and fisheries 
development and growth. The promotion of 
agricultural development will be by providing 
the policy framework, public investments, 
and support services needed for domestic 
and export-oriented business enterprises. 
The primary concern of the Department is 
to improve farm income and generate work 
opportunities for farmers, fishermen and 
other rural workers.

Department of Health (DOH):

The DOHis the executive departmentof 

the Philippine Government responsible 
for ensuring access to basic public health 
services through the provision of quality 
health care and the regulation of all health 
services and products. It is the government’s 
over-all technical authority on health as it is a 
national health policy-maker and regulatory 
institution. The DOH has three major roles 
in the health sector: (1) leadership in health; 
(2) enabler and capacity builder; and (3) 
administrator of specific services. Its mandate 
is to develop national plans, technical 
standards, and guidelines on health. Aside 
from being the regulator of all health services 
and products, the DOH is the provider of 
special tertiary health care services and 
technical assistance to health providers and 
stakeholders

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Agriculture (DA):
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, 1100
Tel: + +63 (2) 8928-8741
Email:  osec@da.gov.ph
Website: https://www.da.gov.ph/

Department of Health (DOH):
Metro Manila CenterFor Health 
Development
6 Barangay Road, Welfareville Compound, 
Barangay Addition Hills, 
Mandaluyong City, 1550

Codex Contact Point
Mercedita A. Sombilla
Department of Agriculture Undersecretary 
for Policy, Planning,
and Regulations
3/F Department of Agriculture,
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City,
Philippines
Tel: +632 926 7439
E-mail: pilipinascodex@gmail.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Office of the Director
Policy Research Service
Department of Agriculture
Elliptical Road, Diliman
Quezon City
Tel: +(632) 926 7439
Email: spspilipinas@da.gov.ph

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Mr. Neil P. Catajay
Director

Bureau of Philippine Standards
Department of Trade and Industry
3F Trade and Industry Building
361 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue
Makati City
Philippines
Tel: (632) 751 4700; (632) 7913128
Email: bps@dti.gov.ph
Website: http://www.bps.dti.gov.ph

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Paul Limson
Director & Chief Veterinary Officer
Bureau of Animal Industry
5 visayas Avenue, Diliman
1101 Philippines Bureau of Animal Industry
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Food Regulatory Ecosystem

The central legal foundation for food 

legislation in Poland is the Food and Nutrition 

Safety Act of 25 August 2006. Infringement of 

food regulations can lead to measures under 

criminal law and consumer damage claims 

under civil law, whereby the final decision 

rests with the courts. 

Poland
Government measures with regard to 
food safety are often based on science-
based risk assessments. However, the final 
decision on the legality of governmental 
measures rests with the courts. In Poland, 
risk management and risk assessment are 
institutionally separated. Risk assessments 
are not published.

Food Safety Authorities 

Chief Sanitary Inspectorate (GIS) at the 
Ministry of Health (MZ) [GIS at MZ]: 

The Ministry of Health (MZ) is responsible 
for public health policy and food safety. The 
MZ prepares draft legislation in the area of 
food safety in order to introduce regulations 
allowing for the correct application of EU 
law and draft regulation on some issues not 
covered by EU regulations with regard to 
food supplements, addition of vitamins and 
minerals to food, and other special kinds of 
food. 

The portfolio of the MZ extends beyond food 
safety to include, for instance, medicinal 
products. The Office for Registration of 
Medicinal Products, Medical Devices and 
Biocidal Products at the MZ is the regulatory 
authority for veterinary drugs in Poland.

The Chief Sanitary Inspectorate (GIS) is 
subordinate to the MZ and is the competent 
authority for food safety in Poland. It 
cooperates with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MRiRW) on matters 
regarding food safety and with both the 
MRiRW and the Ministry of Climate and 
Environment (MC&A) on matters regarding 

NIZP-PZH-PIB
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genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 

The GIS coordinates and supervises the 
activities of the State Sanitary Inspectorates 
(PIS), which are responsible for official control 
of all aspects of food safety, i.e. food hygiene, 
pesticide residues, contaminants, import 
of food of non-animal origin, food contact 
materials, food additives, GMOs in food, food 
supplements, food for special groups and 
novel foods. The main responsibility focuses 
on production and import of food on non- 
animal origin, and placing on the market of 
all kind of foodstuffs. 

The PIS are also responsible for monitoring 
contaminants in food of non-animal origin 
and prepacked food introduced to the 
market. GIS/PIS risk management measures 
are based on scientific risk assessments 
conducted by the National Institute of Public 
Health – National Institute of Hygiene –  
National Research Institute (NIZP-PZH-PIB).

The GIS is also the competent authority 
that monitors foods being introduced to 
the market for the first time covering food 
supplements, food for specific groups, food 
with added vitamins and minerals.

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MRiRW): 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MRiRW) is responsible for 
agricultural policy and the safety of food of 
animal origin and prepares draft legislation 
in this area. The MRiRW is supported by 
three competent specialist authorities 
responsible for control and inspection: the 
Veterinary Inspection (GIW), the State Plant 

Health and Seed Inspection (GIORIN), and 
the Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
(GIJHARS). The FAO/WHO Codex Contact 
Point for Poland is located at GIJHARS. The 
work of the MRiRW is mainly focused on risk 
management on food of animal origin and is 
based on scientific risk assessments prepared 
by the National Veterinary Research Institute 
– State Research Institute (PIWET).

The portfolio of the MRiRW includes safety 
of feed, residues of veterinary medicinal 
products, GMOs (only GM seeds and GM 
feed scope) and zoonoses. In these areas, 
the MRiRW monitors the activities of the 
district and local authorities.  The MRiRW is 
the regulatory authority for plant protection 
products. In the area of food safety, the 
MRiRW cooperates with the MZ, and for 
GMOs with both the General Sanitary 
Inspectorate (GIS) and the Minister of Climate 
and Environment, for example. The portfolio 
of the MRiRW extends beyond food safety 
to animal health and animal welfare. The 
MRiRW is also responsible for the monitoring 
of contaminants in food of animal origin.

National Revenue Administration (NRA) at 
the Ministry of Finance (MF) [NRA at MF]: 

The National Revenue Administration (NRA) 
is a merger of the tax administration, fiscal 
control and customs service.  The NRA is 
subordinate to the Ministry of Finance (MF) 
and is responsible for the border control 
of food. The NRA cooperates with three 
specialist authorities: the GIW on controls of 
export and import of animals, food of animal 
origin and feed; the GIORIN on controls of 
export and import of regulated plants and 
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plant material, and the GIS on controls of 
export and import of food of plant origin.

National Institute of Public Health –
National Institute of Hygiene [NIZP-PZH-
PIB]: 

The National Institute of Public Health – 
National Institute of Hygiene – National 
Research Institute (NIZP-PZH-PIB) prepares 
scientific risk assessments on food 
contaminants, food additives, biological risks, 
added chemical substances, residues of plant 
protection products, nutrition, novel foods 
and drinking water. The NIZP-PZH-PIB also 
conducts active research in this area. On 1 
February 2020, the Institute merged with the 
National Food and Nutrition Institute (IZZ). 
Website of NIZP PZH - PIB: https://www.pzh.
gov.pl/

National Veterinary Research Institute 
(PIWET): 

The National Veterinary Research Institute 
– State Research Institute (PIWET) prepares 
scientific risk assessments on feed, residues of 
veterinary medicinal products and zoonoses. 
The PIWET also conducts active research.

In Poland, there is a three-tier division 
in the public administration: 16 regions 
(voivodships), 379 districts (powiats) and 
2,478 local authorities (gminas). At the district 
and local levels, the specialist authorities 
of the GIS and MRiRW are responsible 
for enacting food laws and carrying out 
food inspections. They are instructed and 
monitored by the GIS and MRiRW in their 
respective areas of activity.

Food testing facilities:

16 integrated Official National Laboratories 
belong to the GIS in accordance with 
Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625. 16 Regional 
Veterinary Laboratories belong to the GIW 
in accordance with Regulation (EU) No. 
2017/625. Link to 16 Voivodeship Sanitary 
Epidemiological Stations (WSSEs), where the 
above mentioned laboratories are located – 
are available on the website of GIS, https://
www.gov.pl/web/gis/stacje-sanitarno-
epidemiologiczne

Reference laboratories in the area of food 
safety under the authority of the Minister 
of Health include, apart from the above-
mentioned NIZP PZH PIB, the Institute 
of Nuclear Chemistry and Technology in 
Warsaw and the laboratories of WSSE in 
Warsaw, WSSE Bydgoszcz and WSSE Rzeszów 
(Tarnobrzeg).

The Institute of Nuclear Chemistry and 
Technology has a reference laboratory for 
detecting food irradiation (website: http://
www.ichtj.waw.pl/), while the laboratories:

yy located in the WSSE Warszawa functions 
as a reference laboratory for pesticide 
residues in food;

yy located in the WSSE in Bydgoszcz 
functions as a reference laboratory for 
viruses in food; 

yy located in Tarnobrzeg (in the structure of 
WSSE Rzeszów) functions as a reference 
laboratory for GMO in food.  
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Veterinary and Food Safety Department ul. 

Wspólna 30, 00-930 Warsaw

 tel. +48 22 623 18 43

e-mail: sekretariat.dzw@minrol.gov.pl

https://www.gov.pl/web/rolnictwo

General Veterinary Inspectorate

tel. +48 22 623 17 17

e-mail: wet@wetgiw.gov.pl

website:  https://www.wetgiw.gov.pl/inspekcja-weterynaryjna/glowny-inspektorat-weterynarii 

Chief Sanitary Inspectorate

tel. +48 22 34 53 300

e-mail: inspektorat@sanepid.gov.pl

website:  https://www.gov.pl/web/gis/glowny-inspektorat-sanitarny

Codex Contact Point

Codex Contact Point for Poland, 

Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection, 

International Cooperation Department, 

98, Aleje Jerozolimskie 

00-807 Warsaw

Tel: +48 22 255 7 931 

E-mail: kodeks@ijhars.gov.pl 

Website: http://www.ijhars.gov.pl 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

ul. Wspólna 30 

00-930 Warsaw

Email: sps@minrol.gov.pl 

Phone: +(48 22) 623 1051 

Website: http://www.minrol.gov.pl
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Polski Komitet Normalizacyjny (PKN)  
(Polish Committee for Standardization)  
WTO/TBT National Enquiry Point  
Contact: Mr. Artur Sta�kiewicz 
or
in case of his absence, Ms Kamila Radoñska 
Swietokrzyska St. 14  
P.O. Box 411 Warsaw P1-00 950 
Email: wto.tbt@pkn.pl 
Phone: +(48 22) 55 67 661 
Website: http://www.pkn.pl

OIE/WOAH Contact detail
12 rue de Prony, 75017 Paris France, 
Tel.: 33 – (0)1 44 15 18 88, e-mail: woah@woah.org

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
Polish legal acts are available (only in Polish) on the 
website: https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/home.xsp.  

Act on food and nutrition safety of 25 August 2006 
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=wdu20061711225;

Act on Veterinary Inspection of 29 January 2004 (Ustawa z dnia 29 stycznia 2004 r. 
o Inspekcji Weterynaryjnej https://dziennikustaw.gov.pl/DU/rok/2022/pozycja/2629

Act on animal products of 16 December 2005  (Ustawa z dnia 16 grudnia 2005 r. o  
produktach pochodzenia zwierzęcego) 
https://dziennikustaw.gov.pl/DU/rok/2023/pozycja/872
https://www.wetgiw.gov.pl/publikacje/prawo-krajowe

European Legal Acts are available on the 
website: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html. 
Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 
2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the 
European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety: 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002R0178-20220701
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Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the council of 29 April 
2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs: 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0852-20210324

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure 
the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant 
health and plant protection products:https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128

Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/915 of 25 April 2023 on 
maximum levels for certain contaminants in food and repealing 
Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/PL/
TXT/?toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A119%3ATOC&uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.119.01.0103.01.POL 

Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 
2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal 
origin and amending Council Directive 91/414/EEC: 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20230413 

Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 
2005 on maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal 
origin and amending Council Directive 91/414/EEC: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/
EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20230413 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 of 15 November 2005 on 
microbiological criteria for foodstuffs: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R2073-20200308 

Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
16 December 2008 on food additives: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/
TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1333-20230322 

Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 
October 2011 on the provision of food information to consumers(…): https://eur-lex.europa.
eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02011R1169-20180101 
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Together with European food laws, Decree-
Law No. 113/2006 is the central legal 
foundation for food legislation in Portugal. 
Infringement of food regulations can lead to 
measures under criminal law and consumer 
damage claims under civil law, whereby 
the final decision rests with the courts. 
Government measures with regard to food 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Portugal
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts.

In Portugal, there is no institutional separation 
of risk assessment and risk communication 
from risk management. Risk assessments are 
not published.

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAA): 

Within the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
(MAA), the Directorate-General for Food and 
Veterinary (DGAV) is in charge of coordinating 
legislation, apply public policies preparing 
the multi-annual national control plan. It is 
also responsible for the implementation of 
food safety controls for food. Most activities in 
the area of food safety and food inspections 
are supervised by the MAA.

The MAA’s work extends beyond the field 
of food safety to include, for instance, 
plant health, animal health, animal welfare, 
veterinary medicinal products and biocides. 
The National Institute for Agrarian and 
Veterinarian Research (INIAV) is subordinate 
to the MAA. INIAV ensure the functions of 
National Reference Laboratory, namely, 
in the areas of food safety, animal health 
and plant health as well as other entities 
that are designated as National Reference 
Laboratories for the various categories, , 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) 2017/625 whose 
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list is published at DGAV web page.

Ministry of Economy and Maritime Affairs 
(MEM):

The Ministry of Economy and Maritime Affairs 
(MEM) deals with economic and consumer 
policy, as well as with food safety in Portugal. 
The Economic and Food Safety Authority 
(ASAE) is the competent specialist authority 
that supports the work of the MEM.

Economic and Food Safety Authority 
(ASAE):

As a subordinate specialist authority of 
the MEM, the Economic and Food Safety 
Authority (ASAE) is responsible for risk 
assessments, risk communication and risk 
management (food inspection) in the field of 
food safety. ASAE is the National Focal Point 
of EFSA-European Food Safety Authority. The 
ASAE is advised by an independent Scientific 
Council supported by 6 specialised thematic 
panels (1. Additives and Contaminants in 
the Food Chain; 2. Feed, Health and Animal 
Welfare; 3. Biological Hazards; 4. Plant Health 
and Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs); 
5. Nutrition and Food Allergies, and 6. Risk 
Communication).

The ASAE is a criminal police body that 
operates as the national authority responsible 
for carrying out inspections to prevent 
and combat fraud in all economic areas, 
including food and feed, and National Focal 
Point of the EU Food Fraud Network (FFN). It 
is also responsible for risk assessments and 
risk communication in relation to food and 
feed. This is handled by a department that 
coordinates EF-SA-related activities. 

The organic structure of the ASAE covers the 
whole country with one central and several 
regional control services. The remit of the 
ASAE includes the commercialisation chain of 
plant and animal products, including fishing 
products (aquaculture, factory ships, vessels, 
stores, warehouses and wholesale markets). 
The ASAE competencies also include food 
supplements, contaminants in meat, fish, 
plant products and mineral water. The safety 
of tap water lies within the responsibility of 
the regulatory authority for water and waste.

Directorate-General for Food and 
Veterinary Issues (DGAV): 

The Directorate-General for Food and 
Veterinary (DGAV) is the subordinate specialist 
authority of the MAA. Based on scientific 
risk assessments, the DGAV implements 
public food policy and conducts controls/
inspections. As regards the operation of 
control systems for the safety of food and 
feed, animal health and animal welfare, plant 
health and veterinary public health, activities 
are carried out by five regional directorates 
that report directly to the DGAV’s central 
management. This directorate also controls 
an inspection network.

The powers of the DGAV comprise the areas 
of genetically modified food, zoonoses, 
veterinary and plant protection product 
residues, and food contact materials. The 
DGAV is the regulatory body for veterinary 
and plant protection products in Portugal 
and residues of plant protection products, 
including pesticide residues in plants. As 
the national plant protection authority, 
the DGAV supports the development of 
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regulations on plant protection products 
and implements the national waste control 
programs, including pesticides.

The DGAV is also responsible for developing 
the multi-annual national control plan 
in compliance with the principles and 
guidelines laid down in Regulation (EU) No. 
2017/625.  The DGAV’s area of work goes 
beyond food safety to include, for example, 
animal health, animal feed, transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathies, animal by-
products, veterinary medicinal products and 
animal welfare.

Implementation of Law/Standards: 

Continental Portugal is administratively 
divided into 18 districts (308 counties) and two 
autonomous regions (Azores and Madeira). 
The Azores and Madeira regions each have 
an elected assembly with decentralised 
powers to pass legislation. The evaluation, 
management and communication of risk in 
the autonomous regions are dependent on 
the regional governments; in Madeira it is the 
ARAE (Regional Authority for the Economic 
Activities) and in Azores, the IRAE (Regional 
Inspection Economic Activities), which have 
the same competencies as the ASAE.

Food testing facilities: 

The approved laboratories for official control 
analyses are included in a list published in 
the DGAV portal and updated twice a year. 

The National Institute for Agrarian and 
Veterinarian Research (INIAV): 

INIAV ensure the functions of National 
Reference Laboratory, namely, in the areas of 
food safety, animal health and plant health 
as well as other entities that are designated 
as National Reference Laboratories for the 
various categories. Pursuant to Regulation 
(EC) 2017/625 whose list is published at 
DGAV web page (https://www.dgav.pt/). 

Pursuant to Regulation (EC) No.2017/625, the 
Economic and Food Safety Authority (ASAE), 
through Food Safety Laboratory, ensure the 
functions of National Reference Laboratory, 
in the areas of food safety. This functions are 
carried out in 3 laboratory units accredited 
by the national accreditation body (IPAC) 
according to NP EN ISO/IEC 17025:2018, 
namely in the following areas, mycotoxins in 
food, dioxins in food and feed, and polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in food (oils 
and fats).

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

General-Inspector / Deputy General-Inspector 
Autoridade de Segurança Alimentar e Económica (ASAE)
(Economic and Food Safety Authority)
Rua Rodrigo da Fonseca, nº 73, 1269-274 Lisboa, Portugal
Phone: +351 217 983 600
E-mail:  correio.asae@asae.pt; direcao@asae.pt; efsafocalpoint@asae.pt
Website: https://www.asae.gov.pt/ 
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Diretora Geral de Alimentação e Veterinária (Director General of Food and Veterinary)
Campo Grande, 50 
1700-093 Lisboa, PORTUGAL
Email: dirgeral@dgav.pt
Phone_ +351 213239655
Website:  https://www.dgav.pt/ 

Codex Contact Point
Dr. Francisco Santos, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food, 
Direção Geral de Alimentação e Veterinária (General Directorate of Food and Veterinary), 
Campo Grande, 50 
1700-093 Lisboa, PORTUGAL
Tel: +351 214 767 490 
E-mail: codex@dgav.pt 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
DGAV - Direção-Geral de Alimentação e Veterinária  
(General Directorate of Food and Veterinary) 
Campo Grande, 50, 1700-093 lisboa, PORTUGAL
Email: secretariadoDIM@dgav.pt 
Phone: +(351) 213 239 500 
Website:  https://www.dgav.pt/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Instituto Português da Qualidade  
(Portuguese Institute for Quality) 
Rua António Gião, 2  
Caparica, P - 2829-5
Email: tbt@ipq.pt 
Phone: +(351 1) 29 48 100; +(351 1) 29 48 236 
Website: http://www.ipq.pt

OIE/WOAH  
Dra. Susana Pombo
Diretora Geral de Alimentação e Veterinária (Director General of Food and Veterinary)
Campo Grande, 50 
1700-093 Lisboa, PORTUGAL
Email: spombo@dgav.pt 
Phone_ +351 213239655
Website: https://www.dgav.pt/ 

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: https://www.dgav.pt/
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influence on food and feed safety and animal 
health and welfare.

In addition, the National Council is 
responsible for providing independent 
opinions and recommendations and for 
sharing information related to risks in order 
to increase consumer confidence and 
improve the harmonisation between risk 
assessment and risk communication.  The 
functioning and operation of the National 
Council is organised into several dedicated 
Scientific Panels (SP):

1.	 SP for animal health and welfare
2.	 SP for biological hazards
3.	 SP for contaminants in the food chain
4.	 SP for dietetic foodstuffs, nutrition and 

allergies
5.	 SP for additives and food enrichment 

products
6.	 SP for plant protection products and 

residues thereof
7.	 SP for plant health
8.	 SP for feed additives or substances used 

in the animal feeding stuffs
9.	 SP for food contact materials, enzymes, 

flavours and technological aids
10.	 SP for genetically modified organisms.

In addition, the Department for Risk 
Assessment and Communication operates 
within the organisational structure of the 
Food and Veterinary Agency and serves as 
the secretariat of the National Council.  In 
the Republic of North Macedonia, there is a 
functional separation of risk assessment and 
risk management.

Republic of North Macedonia (MK)

The competent authority for food safety in 
the Republic of North Macedonia is the Food 
and Veterinary Agency. Other administrative 
bodies involved in the food safety system 
are the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Water Economy represented by the 
Phyto-sanitary Directorate and the State 
Agricultural Inspectorate. The basic legal 
act is the Law on Food Safety (LFS), which 
regulates the control over the safety of food 
at all stages (production, processing, storage, 
transport, distribution, retail and catering). 
Infringement provisions of food safety 
legislation are defined in the LFS.

Serious infringements are qualified as 
criminal offences covered under criminal law 
and consumer damage claims under civil 
law, whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Governmental measures with regard 
to food safety are often based on scientific 
risk assessments.

The official controls are performed on the basis 
of previously conducted risk assessments 
and are based on the provisions laid down 
in the Law on Food Safety. As regards risk 
assessment, in 2015, a National Council for 
Food and Feed Safety (National Council) 
was established by the Government of the 
Republic of North Macedonia. The council 
consists of members that represent relevant 
universities and scientific institutions in the 
country. The role of the National Council is 
to provide scientific advice and scientific and 
technical support in relation to the policies in 
fields that have direct or indirect effects and 
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Food Safety Authorities 

Food and Veterinary Agency (FVA): 

FVA is the central competent authority 
responsible for performing tasks related to:

1.	 Food and feed safety;

2.	 Implementation, control, surveillance 
and monitoring of veterinary activities 
in the field of animal health and welfare;

3.	 Veterinary public health, including 
veterinary medicinal products, animal 
feedstuffs and animal by-products;

4.	 Control of National Reference 
Laboratories and authorised laboratories 
supporting the needs of the FVA; control 
of the quality of food, except for primary 
agricultural production of food of non-
animal origin;

5.	O fficial controls of feed and food of 
animal and non-animal origin – during 
production, processing, storage, 
transport, trade, import and export.

The FVA is the policy-making authority 
responsible for coordination of the legislation 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

and control systems in the field of food and 
feed safety between the relevant institutions 
in the Republic of North Macedonia, as well as 
the competent institution for communication 
with the European institutions responsible 
for food and feed safety, veterinary and 
phyto-sanitary policy.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Economy (MAFWE):

MAFWE is responsible for the development 
and implementation of agricultural policy 
and safety of food and feed of plant origin 
during primary production. As part of the 
MAFWE, the State Agriculture Inspectorate 
(SAI) is responsible for the control of primary 
production of food of plant origin, plant 
health, and implementation of measures for 
the prevention and containment of harmful 
organisms, as well as for control of the use 
of plant protection products in primary 
production and associated operations.

The Phyto-sanitary Directorate (PD) within 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Economy is responsible for the 
national phytosanitary policy and for drafting 
legislation in the area of plant health and 
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plant protection products (PPPs).

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (FVM): 

FVM is a public institution for higher 
education that operates within Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius University in Skopje, and is the 
leading national diagnostic, research and 
scientific institution in the field of veterinary 
medicine and food safety in the Republic of 
North Macedonia. The Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine is authorised to perform laboratory 
analyses of samples collected during official 
controls conducted by the FVA. The FVM is 
also involved in the FVA’s risk assessment 
activities.

Institute of Public Health (IPH):

IPH is a national health institution in the 
field of preventive health care. The aim of 
the institute is to promote the health and 
general welfare of the human population 
through scientifically-based knowledge, best 
practices, information and organisational 
partnerships and sustainable impact on 
public health policies. The institute is 
authorised to conduct laboratory analyses of 
food and feed samples collected by state food 
inspectors. The IPH is accredited according to 
ISO/IEC 17025. The IPH also supports the FVA 
and risk assessment activities.

State Phytosanitary Laboratory (SPL): 

SPL conducts laboratory activities (analysis of 
pesticides formulation and residues of PPPs, 
seeds, and diagnosis of samples for harmful 
plant organisms) in accordance with annual 
phyto-sanitary monitoring programmes and 
monitoring programmes for plant protection 

products and residues of plant protection 
products in primary agricultural products, as 
well as testing of seed and seedling materials.

Livestock Institute (LI):

LI an integral part of Ss. Cyril and Methodius 
University in Skopje, conducts scientific 
and applied research and is involved in 
educational activities. The scientific and 
research nature of the institute aims towards 
upgrading the livestock production and 
related fields in the Republic of North 
Macedonia. The institute is involved in the 
coordination and implementation of the 
identification, control of the production and 
reproduction features, testing, evaluation 
and control of the quality of feed for all 
domestic animal species.

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and Food 
(FASF): 

FASF is an integral part of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius University in Skopje. The faculty 
is responsible for educational activities for 
the first, second and third cycles of study, 
scientific and research activities in the field 
of biotechnical sciences, soil and hydrology, 
plant protection, plant production, 
apiculture, fruit production, livestock 
production, fishery, forestry, biotechnology, 
food technology, production of animal 
products and other fields related to the 
faculty’s scope of work.

Ten regional independent public health 
centres/laboratories perform chemical, 
toxicological and microbiological analyses 
of food and water. Control and inspection 
activities are coordinated and supervised by 
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the FVA’s central headquarters.

Implementation of Law/Standards:

28 regional offices of the FVA operate at the 
regional and local level to inspect food of 
non-animal and animal origin, animal health 
and welfare.  Official veterinarians based 
at 11 Border Control Points (BCPs) perform 
import controls on food and live animals.

Food testing facilities: The Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine is authorised to perform 
laboratory analyses of samples collected 

during official controls conducted by the 
FVA. The FVM laboratories are accredited 
according to MKC ISO/IEC 17025:2006. 
The organisational structure of the FVM-
Food Institute consists of the following 
laboratories:

1.	 Laboratory for microbiology of food and 
feed

2.	 Laboratory for quality control of food 
and feed

3.	 Laboratory for residues and 
contaminants

4.	 Laboratory for raw milk quality

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Food and Veterinary Agency website – https://fva.gov.mk/ 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy; State Phytosanitary Laboratory; and 
Livestock Institute website - https://www.mzsv.gov.mk/ 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine website -  https://fvm.ukim.edu.mk/en/ 

Institute of Public Health website -  http://www.iph.mk/en/ 

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and Food website - http://www.fznh.ukim.edu.mk/ 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Nikolche Babovski,  
Director Food and Veterinary Agency  
Food and Veterinary Agency 
"Treda Makedonska brigade", No. 20 
1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia
Tel: + 389 2 2457 895  
E-mail: codexmkd@fva.gov.mk
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Ms Katerina Jonovska  
Ms Slavica Stankovikj  
Food and Veterinary Agency 
III Makedonska Brigada, 20  
Macedonia Tabak building 
1000 Skopje
Email: kjonovska@fva.gov.mk 
sstankovikj@fva.gov.mk 
Phone: +(389 2) 2457 893 ext. 145 +(389 2) 2457 145 
Website: http://www.fva.gov.mk

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
TBT Enquiry Point  
Institute for Standardization  
Contact person: Zoran Dimitrievski 
Vasil Glavinov bb  
Skopje 1000
Phone: + (389) 2 3298 944 
Website: http://www.isrm.gov.mk 

OIE/WOAH
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr. Nikolche Babovski, Secretary General of the Regional Commission for Europe, Food and 
Veterinary Agency – Director, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy, Bul Treta 
Makedonska Udarna Brigada, N° 20 1000 Skopje
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Law No. 150/2004 (with amendments) is the 
legal foundation for food and feed legislation 
in Romania. Infringement of food and feed 
regulations can lead to measures under 
criminal law and consumer damage claims 
under civil law, where- by the final decision 

Romania
rests with the courts. Government measures 
with regard to food safety are often based 
on scientific risk assessments. In Romania 
there is no institutional separation of risk 
assessment and risk management. Not all risk 
assessments are published on the Internet.

MADR

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Subordinate local authorities

MS ANSVSA MMAP ANPC

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MADR):

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development (MADR) deals with agricultural 

policy and food safety in Romania. It 

prepares draft legislation in the area of food 

and feed of non-animal origin, residues of 

plant protection products and cultivation 

of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 

MADR also conducts risk assessments in 

these fields. Activities of MADR with regard 

to plant protection products are supported 

by the National Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Ministry of Health.  

Ministry of Health (MS):

The Ministry of Health (MS) is responsible 

for health protection and partially for food 

safety in Romania. The MS prepares draft 

legislation in the field of food safety and is 

partially responsible for official controls in 
the area of food safety. The portfolio of the 
MS includes novel foods, food supplements, 
food for populations with special nutritional 
requirements, food additives, enzymes and 
flavourings, treatment of food with ionising 
irradiation, food contact materials as well as 
mineral water. The MS is also responsible for 
risk assessments in these areas.

National Sanitary Veterinary and Food 
Safety Authority (ANSVSA): The National 
Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
(ANSVSA) is subordinate to the Romanian 
Government, and the activities of the ANSVSA 
are coordinated by the Prime Minister. The 
ANSV-SA manages all matters in the area of 
food safety from raw materials to consumer 
issues. The ANSV-SA is responsible for official 
controls, preparation of draft legislation as 
well as preparation of risk assessments in the 
areas of food and feed safety, contaminants, 
residues of plant protection products, import 
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and export of animals and plant products, 
traceability and labelling of genetically 
modified food and feed, zoonoses, veterinary 
medicinal products and their residues, feed, 
animal health and welfare, and antimicrobial 
resistance. The ANSVSA ensures that HACCP 
and hygienic requirements are implemented 
in food production and catering businesses. 

Ministry of Environment, Water and 
Forests (MMAP): 

The Ministry of Environment, Water and 
Forests (MMAP) deals with environmental 
policy and is the main competent authority 
for plant protection products and GMOs. 
The MMAP authorises and controls the use 
of GMOs and plant protection products and 
monitors their impact on the environment. 
In this area, the MMAP is supported by the 
National Protection Agency and the National 
Environmental Guard. Authorisation of plant 
protection products in Romania requires the 
approval of three ministries, the MADR, MS 
and MMAP. The MMAP is also responsible for 
the management of obsolete pesticides.

National Authority for Consumer 
Protection (ANPC): 

The National Authority for Consumer 
Protection (ANPC) monitors whether food, 
food advertising, and food labelling conforms 

to legal requirements. The ANPC also handles 
consumer complaints.

Implementation of Law/Standards:

 Romania has a unitary government structure 
with decentralised regional administration 
offices. The regional level (42 administrative 
districts) has certain autonomous 
competencies. The regional administration 
supervises the work of local authorities. All 
authorities (MADR, MS, ANSVSA, MMAP and 
ANPC) have regional offices that carry out 
inspections and control in the area of food 
and feed safety, plant protection and plant 
health as well as veterinary inspections.

Food testing facilities:

Two National Reference Laboratories are 
part of MADR pursuant to Regulation 
(EU) No. 2017/625. In addition, there are 3 
National Reference Laboratories pursuant 
to Regulation (EU) No. 2017/625 that are 
attached to ANSVSA: the Institute for 
Diagnosis and Animal Health, the Institute 
for Hygiene and Veterinary Public Health, 
and the Institute for Control of Biological 
Products and Veterinary Medicines.The 
ANSVSA also has its own network of 42 
official county sanitary veterinary and food 
safety laboratories.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development website - https://www.madr.ro/en/   
Ministry of Health website - https://www.ms.ro/ro/ 
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority website - http://www.ansvsa.ro/ 
Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests website - http://www.mmediu.ro/ 
National Authority for Consumer Protection website - https://anpc.ro/ 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
Bucharest, Presei Libere Square no. 1, Corp D1, Sector 1, Postal Code 013701.
Tel: (+4) 0372184977 
E-mail: codex_office@ansvsa.ro 
Website: http://www.ansv.ro 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
For sanitary, veterinary and food safety area:  
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
1 B, Negustori Street, Sector 2  
Postal Code 023951 Bucharest
Email: office@ansv.ro 
Phone: +(4021) 315 7875 
Website: http://www.dce.gov.ro

For phytosanitary area:  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Rural Development  
Phitosanitary Division 
24 B-dul Carol I, Sector 1, Postal Code 020921 Bucharest
Email: relatii.publice@madr.ro 
Phone: +(4021) 307 2386 
Website: http://www.madr.ro

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Asociatia de Standardizare din România (ASRO)  
(Romanian Standards Association) 
Str. Mendeleev 21-25  
Bucharest 1, 70168
Email: asro@asro.ro 
Phone: +(40 1) 211 32 96 
Website: http://www.asro.ro. 

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr Laszlo, Nagy Csutak, Vice President, Under State Veterinary Secretary, National Sanitary 
Veterinary and Food Safety Authority
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In Russian Federation, Federal Law FZ-29 
on food quality and food safety ensures 
the quality of food products and their 
safety for human health. The law covers 
Quality and safety of foodstuffs, materials 
and products shall be ensured by: (a) 
application of measures of state regulation 
in the field of ensuring quality and safety of 
foodstuffs, materials and products, including 
implementation of state supervision in 
the field of assurance of food quality 
and food safety, materials and products; 
carrying out production control over quality 
and safety of foodstuffs, materials and 
products, the conditions of their production 
(manufacturing), packaging, sale, storage, 
transportation, including laboratory studies 
(tests) in accordance with the legislation 
of the Russian Federation; application of 
quality management systems for foodstuffs, 
materials and products, including the use 
of a system of critical control points related 
to hazard analysis; carrying out production 
control over quality and safety of foodstuffs, 

materials and products, the conditions of 
their production (manufacturing), packaging, 
trade, storage, transportation, including 
laboratory studies (tests) in accordance with 
the legislation of the Russian Federation;  
development of measures in the field of 
standardization in order to improve quality of 
foodstuffs, materials and products, processes 
and technologies for their production; 
encouraging manufacturers to produce 
foodstuffs, meeting quality criteria and 
principles of healthy nutrition;  rationing 
food supply depending on the age category 
of persons, their physiological needs, health 
status, quality indicators of foodstuffs;  
establishing sanitary and epidemiological 
requirements for the organization of food 
processing control related to quality and 
safety of foodstuffs. New food products, 
materials and articles manufactured in the 
Russian Federation and food products, 
materials and articles being first imported 
into the territory of the Russian Federation 
shall be subject to state registration.

Russian Federation

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian 
Federation: 

The Ministry of Agriculture is responsible for 

agricultural production, soil conservation, 
rural development, agricultural market 
regulation, and financial stabilization 
of the farm sector. The Ministry is also 
involved in drafting policies/ regulations 

Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Russian Federation

Federal Agency for Fishery Federal Service for Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Supervision

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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in livestock farming (including breeding 
of domesticated  fish species included in 
the State Register of Protected Breeding 
Achievements), veterinary services, 
including pharmaceuticals, crop production, 
phytosanitary control, regulation of the 
farm produce, raw materials and foodstuffs 
markets, the food and food processing 
industry, the production and distribution of 
tobacco products.

Federal Agency for Fishery: This is a federal 
body that exercises oversight over fishing 
and marine life in waters under the territory 
of the Russian Federation.

Federal Service for Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Supervision: This is a federal 
body that exercises oversight over veterinary 
medicine and agricultural production and by 
products in the Russian Federation.

Food Import-Animal origin: In accordance 
with Article 9 of the Law No. 4979-1 “On 
Veterinary Practices” of the Russian Federation 
of 14 May 1993 import (export, transit) into/
from the territory of the Russian Federation 
of products of animal origin as well as of 
feeds, feeds additives and medicines for 
animals (hereafter, the regulated cargo) 
requires a written Permission of the Chief 
State Veterinary Inspector of the Russian 
Federation. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian 
Federation
Dmitry Patrushev
Minister
1/11, Orlikov Pereulok, 107996, Moscow, 
Russia
Tel: +7 (495) 607-8000
E-mail: info@mcx.gov.ru

Weblink: http://mcx.gov.ru
Federal Agency for Fishery
Rozhedstvensky blvd., 12, 107996, 
Moscow, Russia Federation 
Tel: +74959870593 ; 
Fax: +74956219594.
Weblink:fish.gov.ru

Federal Service for Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Supervision
Orlikov pereulok, 1/11, 
Moscow, Russia
Weblink: Fsvps.gov.ru

Codex Contact Point
Federal Service for Surveillance on 
Consumer Rights Protection and Human 
Welbeing (Rospotrebnadzor)
18/5 AND 7 Vadkovskiy pereulok,
Moscow, Russia
Tel: +7 (499) 978 24 06
E-mail: codex@rospotrebnadzor.ru

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Federal State Budgetary Institution
“Russian Standardization Institute”
31, building 2, Nakhimovsky prospect,
Moscow.
Tel: +7 (495) 531-27-05; +7 (495) 531-26-59
Email: enpoint@gostinfo.ru
Website: www.gostinfo.ru/pages/Wto/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Federal State Budgetary Institution “Russian 
Standardization Institute”
31, building 2, Nakhimovsky prospect
Moscow.
Tel: +7 (495) 531-27-05; +7 (495) 531-26-59
Email: enpoint@gostinfo.ru
Website: www.gostinfo.ru/pages/Wto/

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Konstantin Savenkov
Member of the Council – Deputy Head
Federal Service for Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Surveillance
Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian 
Federation
Orlikov pereulok 1/11, 107139 Moscow
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The Food Act & Regulation of Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia aims at ensuring food safety 
and quality, Protecting consumer’s health 
through minimizing food-related risks and 
spreading sound nutritional awareness, 
Protecting consumers from harmful, 

adulterated, or otherwise implicated 
foodstuff, Preventing any barriers to food 
trade. this Act shall apply to all the stages of 
food chain. Under this act the SFDA shall set 
technical standards and regulations for food, 
food establishments and employees.

Saudi Arabia

Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA)

Ministry of Health (MoH)

Food Safety Authorities 

Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA):

The vision of SFDA is protecting the 
community through regulations and 
effective controls to ensure the safety of 
food, drugs, medical devices, cosmetics, 
pesticides and feed. SFDA establishment is 
to regulate, oversee, and monitor food, drug, 
medical devices, as well as to set mandatory 
standard specifications thereof, whether they 
are imported or locally manufactured. The 
authority responsible for monitoring and/or 
testing activities in the SFDA or other agency’s 
laboratories. Moreover, the SFDA is in charge 
of consumer’s awareness on all matters 
related to food, drug and medical devices 
and all other products and supplies. Observe 
the safety, security, and effectiveness of food 
and drug for humans and animal. Observe 
the safety of complementary biological 
and chemical substances, cosmetics and 
pesticides. Observe the safety of medical 
devices and its impact on public health. 

Ensure accuracy and safety of medical and 
diagnostic devices. Launch clear policies and 
procedures for food and drug, and plan to 
achieve and implement these policies. As well 
as setting a scientific base that can be used 
for educational purposes, advisory services 
and executive programs in the fields of food 
and medicine. Conduct research and applied 
studies to identify health problems, their 
causes, determine its impact on public, with 
the consideration of methods for research 
/ studies evaluation. The authority shall 
establish scientific bases for awareness and 
consulting services and executive programs 
in the fields of food and drug. Control and 
supervise licenses procedures for food, drugs 
and medical devices factories. Disseminate 
and exchange information with local and 
international scientific and legal agencies, 
and setting up a database for food and drug.

Ministry of Health (MoH): 

The Ministry is overseeing the health care 
and health policy of Saudi Arabia. The 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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ministry is tasked with formulating strategies 
to ensure public health in the country, while 
also managing crucial health infrastructure. 
Nutrition labeling, Center for Disease 
Prevention and Control etc are some of the 
areas being covered by MoH. 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA)
4904 northern ring branch rd
Hittin Dist
Unit number : 1
Riyadh 13513 - 7148
Saudi Arabia
Tel: +0118806000-0112038222
Email: webmaster@sfda.gov.sa
Website: https://www.sfda.gov.sa/en

Codex Contact Point
Miss. Nada Saeed 
Saudi Food & Drug Authority (SFDA) 
3292 Northern Ring Road, AL Nafel Area, 
Riyadh 13312 - 6288, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel: +966112759222(3347)
E-mail: Codex.cp@sfda.gov.sa
Website: http://www.sfda.gov.sa
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Saudi Food & Drug Authority - Food Sector
Contact person: Dr. Rashed A. Alarfaj
3292 - Al Nafel Area
Riyadh
Tel: +966 11 203 8222 Ext: 3350
Email: spsep.food@sfda.gov.sa
Website: http://www.sfda.gov.sa

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Saudi Arabia Standards Organization (SASO)
P.O. Box 3437
Riyadh
Tel: +966(1)4520133; ext:1380; ext.1382; 
ext.1383
Email: ENQUIRYPOINT@saso.gov.sa
Website: http://www.saso.gov.sa

OIE/WOAH

Dr. Sanad Al-Harbi

President of the Regional Commission for 
the Middle East – Head of the Animal Health 
Sector

National Center – for the Prevention and 
Control of Plants & Animal Diseases – Ministry 
of Environment Water & Agriculture

Prince Mohammad bin Abdulaziz street – 
Olaya Towers, Tower (A) Floor (36)
RIYADH
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The Law on Food Safety is the central legal 
act which prescribes the rules on food and 
feed safety, responsibilities of food and 
feed business operators, the rapid alert 
system, emergency measures and crisis 
management. This Law is harmonised with 
Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002.

The food safety bylaws are mostly in line 
with the EU Hygiene package. Two ministries 
and their related services share the overall 
responsibility for food safety: the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 
(MAFWM) and the Ministry of Health (MH), 
mainly in terms of risk management.

Serbia

Food Safety Authorities 

MAFWM prepares draft legislation and issues 
ordinances in the area of food and feed safety, 
animal health and welfare, and plant health. 
MH is responsible for public health, potable 
water, certain areas of food safety (infant 
formula, dietetic food, diet supplements, salt, 
food contact materials, novel food).

The Expert Council for Risk Assessment 
in Food Safety Area (CRA) is responsible 
for scientific risk assessments and the 
development of scientific studies in the field 
of food and feed safety.  CRA provides expert 
opinions on issues related to the placing on 
the market of novel foods, nutrient-rich foods, 
foods for special nutritional needs, animal 
feed, genetically modified food and animal 
feed, animal health and welfare, plant which 
prescribes the rules on food and feed safety, 

responsibilities of food and feed business 
operators, the rapid alert system, emergency 
measures and crisis management. This Law 
is harmonised with Regulation (EC) No. 
178/2002.

The food safety bylaws are mostly in line 
with the EU Hygiene package. Two ministries 
and their related services share the overall 
responsibility for food safety: the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 
(MAFWM) and the Ministry of Health (MH), 
mainly in terms of risk management.  
MAFWM prepares draft legislation and issues 
ordinances in the area of food and feed safety, 
animal health and welfare, and plant health.

MH is responsible for public health, potable 
water, certain areas of food safety (infant 
formula, dietetic food, diet supplements, 
salt, food contact materials, novel food).  The 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Expert Council for Risk Assessment in Food 
Safety Area (CRA) is responsible for scientific 
risk assessments and the development of 
scientific studies in the field of food and feed 
safety.

CRA provides expert opinions on issues 
related to the placing on the market of novel 
foods, nutrient-rich foods, foods for special 
nutritional needs, animal feed, genetically 
modified food and animal feed, animal health 
and welfare, plant health, as well as the 
identification and characterization of risks.  
There is no clear separation between risk 
assessment and risk management. MAFWM 
and MH established the Expert Council for 
Risk Assessment in Food Safety Area with 
members from all relevant institutions, 
faculties, and institutes which serve to 
provide risk assessments on request.

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management (MAFWM): 

MAFWM is the central competent authority 
for policy and legislation on the enforcement 
of laws on food safety, veterinary and phyto-
sanitary matters. Veterinary Directorate 
(VD), Plant Protection Directorate (PPD), and 
Sector of Agricultural Inspection (SAI) with in 
MAFWM have the overall responsibility for 
animal health, animal welfare, food and feed 
safety, and phyto-sanitary matters. The official 
controls, depending on the delegated tasks, 
are performed by three inspection divisions: 
Veterinary Inspection, Phyto-sanitary 
Inspection and Agricultural Inspection – each 
of them covering the responsibilities within 
their remit in accordance with the Law on 
Food Safety.

The portfolio of MAFWM also encompasses 
other regional research institutions – 
veterinary and plant health institutes, public 
health institutes.

Veterinary Directorate (VD): 

VD is responsible for the safety of food 
of animal origin throughout all stages of 
production, processing and distribution, 
including import and export. It is also 
responsible for animal health, animal welfare, 
animal reproduction, animal feed, veterinary 
medicinal products and residues, as well 
as animal by-products. Legislation and 
cooperation with other relevant competent 
authorities in these fields are in the remit of 
VD. VD is the central point for coordinating 
activities related to OIE, EFSA and RASFF.

The Veterinary Inspection division is an 
integral part of VD and veterinary inspectors 
carry out official controls on holdings and in 
establishments dealing with food of animal 
origin and feed. VD implements all necessary 
measures to protect the spread of animal 
diseases and zoonoses, foodborne diseases 
and antimicrobial resistance. The Veterinary 
Institutes located throughout the whole 
country support the work of VD and the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine.

The scientific and expert support to VD 
is provided by the Scientific Veterinary 
Institutes (SVI) in Belgrade, Novi Sad and 
Kraljevo for certain animal diseases – as well 
as by the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
which performs diagnostic tests related to 
animal health, food and feed testing, and 
participates in scientific work and training.  
The National Reference Laboratory for VMP 
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(veterinary medicinal product) residues is the 
Institute for Meat Hygiene and Technology in 
Belgrade.

Besides these institutions, there are 
designated state and private laboratories 
involved in the official testing of food of 
animal origin.

Plant Protection Directorate (PPD): 

PPD of MAFWM is the competent authority 
for phyto-sanitary matters, including plant 
health (harmful organisms), seed and 
propagating material, plant breeders’ rights, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
plant protection products (PPPs), plant 
nutrition products and soil improvers. PPD 
is responsible for establishing test methods 
for residues of PPPs in food and feed of plant 
and animal origin, the control of residues of 
PPPs in food of plant and composite origin, 
and the control in the area of the safety of 
non-processed and processed food of plant 
origin upon import, and feed of plant origin 
upon import. 

PPD monitors the implementation of 
legislation and the enforcement of official 
controls in these areas.  The Phyto-sanitary 
Inspection division is an integral part 
of PPD. Phyto-sanitary inspectors are in 
charge of official controls on plant origin 
products in primary production. Plant 
protection institutes and agricultural services 
throughout the country support the work of 
PPD.

Ministry of Health (MH): 

MH is the competent authority for drafting 
policy and the adoption and implementation 

of regulations for enforcement of legislation 
in the area of novel food, dietary products, 
infant formulas, dietary supplements and 
salts for human consumption, additives, 
flavourings and enzymatic preparations 
and supplements of non-animal origin, 
food contact materials, drinking water and 
public water supply systems. The Sector for 
Inspection Supervision (SIS), the Department 
for Sanitary Inspection within MH, carries 
out official controls within designated food 
safety tasks and in the case of food outbreak/
epidemiology investigations. Public health 
institutes are tasked with the official testing 
of food and water.

The portfolio of MH also encompasses other 
research institutions – National Institutes 
for Public Health “Batut” (ECDC Focal Point), 
the Institute of Virology, Vaccines and 
Sera (“Torlak”), and regional public health 
institutes.

Food testing facilities

Directorate for National Reference 
Laboratories (DNRL) was established for 
the purpose of performing tasks within the 
area of food safety, plant health, residues 
of pesticides, milk hygiene and quality, and 
plant gene banks. DNRL has co-operations 
with the reference laboratories in other 
countries. It also establishes uniform criteria 
and methods, implements standards for the 
operation of authorised laboratories, and 
provides training for authorised laboratory 
staff. It is responsible for the testing of 
pesticides, certain plant diseases and plant 
gene banks, milk hygiene and certain 
foodborne pathogens.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management website - http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/ 

Veterinary Directorate website - https://www.vet.minpolj.gov.rs/ 

Ministry of Health website – https://www.zdravlje.gov.rs/ 

Directorate for National Reference Laboratories website - http://www.dnrl.minpolj.gov.rs/ 

Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
Mr. Branislav Raketić, Head of the Group for Food Quality and Labelling, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Enviromental Protection, Codex Contact Point for Serbia, 
Nemanjina 22-26, RS-11000 Belgrade, 
Republic of Serbia
Tel: +381 11 3622-312 
E-mail: codex.serbia@minpolj.gov.rs

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr. Miloš Petrovič, Acting Director, Veterinary Directorate – 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forectry and Water Management
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The “Sale of Food Act -1973, aims for 
regulating food to ensure that food for sale 
is safe and suitable for human consumption 
and to promote public health, for ensuring 
the provision of information relating to food 
to enable consumers to make informed 
choices and for preventing misleading 
conduct in connection with the sale of food. 

Singapore

Key food safety Authorities in 
Singapore

Singapore Food Agency (SFA)

Food Authorities

Singapore Food Agency (SFA): As 
Singapore’s lead agency for food-related 
matters, the Singapore Food Agency (SFA)’s 
mission is to ensure and secure a supply 
of safe food for Singapore. To safeguard 
Singapore’s food security, SFA adopts a 
multi-pronged approach which includes 
diversifying food import sources and 
increasing local production. SFA works closely 
with government agencies, businesses, 
and consumers to manage food security 
risks, and transform the agri-food sector to 
be more productive, climate resilient and 
resource efficient.

As there is no food security without food 
safety, SFA has in place an integrated farm-
to-fork food safety system which adopts a 
risk-based approach that is guided by science 
and aligned with international standards. 
SFA also keeps abreast of the latest scientific 
developments to further strengthen food 

safety capabilities and ensure that food for 
sale in Singapore is safe for consumption. 
As food safety is a joint responsibility 
between the government, food industry, and 
consumers, SFA continuously strives to foster 
an enabling environment that supports all 
stakeholders to play their part.

Food testing Facilities

The Food testing facilities in Singapore is 
Veterinary Public Health Laboratories, Health 
Science Authority and Environmental Health 
Institute.

Contact Point

Singapore Food Agency (SFA):
52 Jurong Gateway Road #13-01, Singapore 
608550
Website: https://www.sfa.gov.sg

Codex Contact Point
National Codex Contact Point for Singapore
Singapore Food Agency
Attn: Regulatory Standards & Veterinary 
Office
52 Jurong Gateway Road #13-01, Singapore 
608550
E-mail: SFA_Codex@sfa.gov.sg
Website: https://www.sfa.gov.sg

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
For food safety matters:
Attn: Regulatory Standards & Veterinary 
Office
Singapore Food Agency
52 Jurong Gateway Road #13-01, Singapore 
608550
Email: WTO_Contact@sfa.gov.sg
Website: https://www.sfa.gov.sg

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Technical regulations relating to processed 
food:
Attn: Regulatory Standards & Veterinary 
Office
Singapore Food Agency
52 Jurong Gateway Road #13-01, Singapore 
608550
Email: WTO_Contact@sfa.gov.sg
Website: https://www.sfa.gov.sg

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Him Hoo Yap
Ministry of National Development
Member of the Council - Chief Veterinary 
Officer
Director General 
National Parks Board, JEM office Tower 52 
Jurong
Gateway Road #09-01
Singapore 608550
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Slovak national legal law in the field of 
food is the Act on Foodstuffs (No. 152/1995 
Coll.). Infringement of food regulations can 
lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures with regard to 

food safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts. In Slovakia, risk assessment 
and risk management are institutionally 
separated. Risk assessments are published 
on the Internet.

Slovak Republic

Food Safety Competent 
Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of the Slovak Republic 
(MARD SR):  

MARD, through the Food Safety and Nutrition 
Department (FSND), within the Section for 
Food and Trade, manages and co-ordinates 
the activities of official control bodies in the 
area of food safety.

The Animal Production Department is 

responsible for feeding stuffs, animal health 
and animal welfare policy, while the Plant 
Production Department is responsible for 
plant health policy and plant protection 
products and organic production (both 
Departments within the Section for 
Agriculture).

FSND co-ordinates the preparation of 
the Multi Annual Control Plan (MANCP) 
and related reports, co-ordinates the use 
of laboratory capacity for official control 
purposes, authorizes national reference 

Mard

Co-operation 
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MH
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laboratories (NRLs), delegates specific 
control tasks to particular control bodies, 
co-ordinates risk assessment through the 
National Expert Scientific Groups (NESG) and 
acts as the contact point for communication 
with the European Commission, the European 
Food Safety Authority, the Consumers, Health, 
Agriculture and Food Executive Agency, the 
Codex Alimentarius, the International Food 
Safety Authorities Network – INFOSAN and 
other Member States. FSND is accredited to 
ISO EN ISO 9001:2015, with validity of the 
current certification up to 23 April 2024.

Two competent authorities, the State 
Veterinary and Food Administration (SVFA) 
and the Central Control and the Testing 
Institute in Agriculture (CCTIA), operate 
under MARD. 

Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic 
(MH SR): 

MH is the central competent authority for 
official food controls that come under the 
responsibility of the Public Health Authority 
(PHA) and Regional Public Health Authorities 
(RPHA) under Act No 152/1995 on food, as 
amended. These cover catering facilities, 
including the production of confectionery 
products, ice cream and the preparation 
of ready meals, epidemiologically risky 
activities of staff involved in production, 
handling and placing the food on the market, 
food supplements, food contact materials, 
infant formulas, follow-up formulas, 
processed cereal-based foods, baby food, 
foods for special medical purposes and 
total diet replacement for weight control, 
novel food, the use of sources of ionizing 

radiation to irradiate foodstuffs and to 
control compliance with the ban on adding 
radioactive substances to foodstuffs and 
food additives.

State Veterinary and Food Administration 
of the Slovak Republic (SVFA SR): 

SVFA is responsible for the official control 
of animal health and welfare; food of 
animal and non-animal origin at all stages 
of production, processing and distribution, 
except in the catering sector, which remains 
the responsibility of the MH SR under Act 
No 152/1995 on food, as amended;  feeding  
stuffs - feed materials of animal origin, 
feeding stuffs used directly at farm level 
and medicated feeding stuffs; veterinary 
medicines and their residues; and animal by-
products (ABP).

SVFA also manages and co-ordinates the 
activities of the State Veterinary and Food 
Institute in Dolný Kubín (SVFI DK), the 
Institute for State Control of Veterinary Bio-
preparations and Medicaments (ISCVBM), 
and the Institute of Postgraduate Study for 
Veterinary Surgeons (IPSVS). 

The SVFI DK has tri institute – Veterinary and 
Food Institute Bratislava (VFI BA), Veterinary 
and Food Institute Dolný Kubín (FI DK), 
Veterinary and Food Institute Košice (FVI KE) 
and Veterinary Institute (VI ZV) Zvolen.

Routine laboratory testing of food of animal 
origin and non-animal origin is performed by 
VFI BA, FI DK and FI KE. 

Central Controlling and Testing Institute 
in Agriculture (CCTIA): 
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CCTIA is responsible for official controls and 
testing in the agricultural sector. Its activities 
cover the areas of seeds and propagating 
material, plant varieties, plant protection 
products, plant health, feeding stuffs and 
animal nutrition, organic production and 
fertilizers. CCTIA is responsible for drafting 
legislation in the areas of its competence. 
It also provides advisory services and 
professional guidance to primary agricultural 
sector.

CCTIA performs official controls in the area 
of feeding stuffs – feed material of plant 
origin, genetically modified organisms 
(GMO) in feeding stuffs and in seeds and 
plant propagating material, plant health, 
plant protection products (PPP) and 
organic farming of registered operators and 
authorized control bodies production. CCTIA 
is the competent authority for the organic 
production in Slovakia.

The laboratory testing of the samples taken 
by the CCTIA inspectors is performed by 
the Department of Laboratory Activities 
(DLA). All laboratories are accredited in 
accordance with ISO/IEC 17025:2005 by the 
Slovak National Accreditation Service (SNAS). 
In case of need to perform analyses, which 
are not accredited at the DLA, the samples 
are forwarded to another appointed official 
laboratory.

National Agricultural and Food Centre - 
Food Research Institute (NAFC-FRI): 

Food Research Institute is the one of the 
seven institutes of the National Agricultural 
and Food Centre based in 2014 as a MARD 

base of science and research, is engaged in 
co-ordination and research activities, such 
as risk assessment and development of new 
analytical methods and techniques. The 
Institute acts as part of the Rapid Alert System 
for Food and Feed (RASFF) in Slovakia and 
gives scientific opinions on contaminants 
and pesticides in food. It also takes part in 
preparing food legislation, is active in food 
education and information technology, and 
provides training for both businesses and 
official authorities. FRI does not carry out 
official controls.

Public Health Authority of the Slovak 
Republic (PHA SR): 

PHA is managed and its activity falls under the 
responsibility of the Chief Public Health Officer 
of the Slovak Republic. The Department of 
Nutrition, Hygiene, Food Safety and Cosmetic 
Products (DNHFS) coordinates all food 
safety activities, including the preparation 
of control programmes and related reports, 
the organization of laboratory capacity, 
and co-operation with MARD and SVFI on 
consumer-protection issues. PHA manage 
and coordinate the 36 Regional Public Health 
Authorities (RPHA). Laboratory analyses for 
food are carried out by 11 official laboratories. 
All these laboratories are accredited to ISO/
IEC 17025:2017.

The Slovak Republic consists of eight regions 
and 79 districts. MARD coordinates SVFA and 
CCTIA in the areas of food, feed, veterinary 
and phytosanitary care. MH coordinates PHA 
in the area of food. Food inspections are 
conducted by the SVFA SR and ÚVZ SR. Feed 
inspections are conducted by the SVFA SR 
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and CCTIA. The veterinary care is conducted 
by SVFA and phytosanitary care is conducted 
by CCTIA. The SVFA SR is supported by eight 
regional and 40 district veterinary and food 
authorities, as well as four laboratories and 
three border inspection posts. The ÚVZ SR is 
supported by 36 regional authorities and 11 
laboratories.

Food testing facilities - SVFA 

Also manages and co-ordinates the activities 
of the State Veterinary and Food Institute in 
Dolný Kubín (SVFI DK). The SVFI DK has three 
institutes – Veterinary and Food Institute 
Bratislava (VI BA), Veterinary and Food 
Institute Dolný Kubín (VFI DK), Veterinary and 
Food Institute Košice (VI KE) and Veterinary 
Institute (VI ZV) Zvolen. The VFI in Bratislava, 
VFI Dolný Kubín, VFI Košice and the VI Zvolen 
are designated as NRL by MARD. Routine 
laboratory testing of food of animal origin 
and non-animal origin is performed by VFI 
BA, FVI DK and FVI KE. 

Samples taken by RPHA inspectors are 
analyzed in 10 RPHA laboratories and 
one PHA laboratory in Bratislava. All 11 
laboratories are accredited according to 
EN ISO/IEC 17025:2017. Analyses related to 
food contact materials are conducted by the 
National reference laboratory for materials 
and articles intended to come into contact 
with food in Poprad. The PHA laboratory in 
Bratislava is responsible for examinations of 
ionizing radiation.

CCTIA Bratislava has the NRL for GMO testing 
in plants, plant commodities and feeding 
stuffs. It is accredited according to EN ISO/IEC 
17025:2017 by SNAS. The accreditation covers 

qualitative and quantitative testing of GMO, 
molecular identification of plant varieties 
and molecular detection of plant pathogens. 
The laboratory is a member of the European 
Network of GMO Laboratories (ENGL) and a 
member of BCH Network of LMO Detection 
and Identification Laboratories. The CCTIA 
laboratory takes part in various proficiency 
tests and validation trials. CCTIA laboratory 
carries out analyses using official microscopic 
methods for detection, identification or 
estimation of constituents of animal origin 
in feed.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Food Safety Authorities: 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development of the Slovak Republic
Designation: MARD SR
Address: Dobrovičova 12, 812 66 Bratislava
Phone Number: +421 2 59266 303
E-mail ID: info@land.gov.sk
Weblink: https://www.mpsr.sk/

Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic
Designation: MH SR
Address: Limbová 2, P.O. BOX 52, 837 52 
Bratislava 37
Phone Number: +421 2 593 73 111
E-mail ID: office@health.gov.sk
Weblink: https://www.health.gov.sk/Home

State Veterinary and Food Administration 
of the Slovak Republic
Designation: SVFA SR
Address: Botanická 17, 842 13 Bratislava
Phone Number: +421 2 602 57 212
E-mail ID: cvo.svfa@svps.sk
Weblink: https://www.svps.sk/english
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Central Controlling and Testing Institute 
in Agriculture
Designation: CCTIA
Address: Matúškova 21, 833 16 Bratislava
Phone Number: +421 2 598 80 285
E-mail ID: uksup@uksup.sk
Weblink: https://www.uksup.sk/en

National Agricultural and Food Centre - 
Food Research Institute
Designation: NAFC-FRI
Address: Hlohovecká 2, 951 41 Lužianky
Phone Number: +421 37 654 61 22 
E-mail ID: nppc@nppc.sk
Weblink: http://www.nppc.sk/index.php/en/

Public Health Authority of the Slovak 
Republic
Designation: PHA SR
Address: Trnavská cesta 52, SK-826 45 
Bratslava
Phone Number: +421 2 492 84 111
E-mail ID: podatelna@uvzsr.sk; uvzsr@uvzsr.
sk
Weblink: https://www.uvzsr.sk/web/uvzen

Food testing facilities  
The State Veterinary and Food Institute 
Dolný Kubín
Designation: SVFI Dolný Kubín
Address: Jánoškova 1611/58, 026 01 Dolný 
Kubín
Phone Number: +421 43 5837143
E-mail ID: sekretariat-gr@svpu.sk
Weblink: https://www.svpu.sk

Codex Contact Point: 
Slovak Codex Contact Point, 
Department of Food Safety and Nutrition, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Developement of the Slovak Republic, 
Dobrovičova 12,  
812 66 Bratislava, Slovak Republic 
Tel: +421 2 59266 564 
E-mail: codex@land.gov.sk 
Website: http://www.land.gov.sk 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Slovak Office of Standards, Metrology and 
Testing - UNMS SR 
Stefanovicova 3 - P.O Box 76 
810 05 Bratislava
Email: infonot@normoff.gov.sk 
Phone: +(421 2) 57 485 323 
Website: http://www.normoff.gov.sk

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Úrad pre normalizáciu, metrológiu a 
skúšobníctvo  
(Slovak Office of Standards, Metrology and 
Testing – UNMS) 
Štefanovičova 3 – P.O. Box 76  
810 05 Bratislava 15 
Email: infonot@normoff.gov.sk 
Phone: +(421 2) 5748 53 23 
Website: http://www.unms.sk

OIE/WOAH  
The State Veterinary and Food 
Administration of the Slovak Republic
Designation: SVFA SR
Address: Botanická 17, 842 13 Bratislava
Phone Number: +421 2 602 57 212
E-mail ID: cvo.svfa@svps.sk
Weblink: https://www.svps.sk/english/

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ 
Standards: https://www.mpsr.sk/
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Several national laws and governmental 
regulations represent the legal foundation 
for food legislation and official controls. 
Infringement of these regulations can lead 
to administrative and/or penalty measures 
being taken by the Administration for Food 
Safety, Veterinary Sector and Plant Protection 
(UVHVVR), the Health Inspectorate of the 
Republic of Slovenia (ZIRS), the Inspectorate 
of the Republic of Slovenia for Agriculture, 
Forestry, Hunting and Fisheries (IRSKGLR), 
and the Financial Administration (FURS). 

Measures can also be taken under criminal 
law (Public Prosecution Office) and civil law 
(civil claims). 

The above measures are based on legal 
requirements or on risk analyses in cases 
where no EU or national legal requirements 
exist. The final decision on the legality 
of measures taken rests with the courts. 
The processes of risk assessment and risk 
management are institutionally separated.

Slovenia

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

(MKGP): 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Food (MKGP) is responsible for the policy 

and legislative framework in the areas of 

agriculture, fisheries and forestry, including 

food and feed quality, e.g. marketing 

standards for food, protected designation 

of origin, protected geographical indication, 

traditional speciality guaranteed, and 

indication of products of higher quality.

Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 
Sector and Plant Protection (UVHVVR): 

The Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary 

Sector and Plant Protection (UVHVVR), 

a body within the MKGP, is the principal 

competent authority for food and feed safety, 

animal health and welfare, and plant health. 

It is responsible for the preparation and 

implementation of the legislative framework, 

risk monitoring, managing the public, animal 

and plant health risks, as well as for official 

inspection and controls along the entire food 

and feed chain.
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The competencies of the UVHVVR comprise 
administrative, technical and inspection 
tasks in the area of the safety, quality and 
labelling of food (including genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs), natural mineral 
waters) and feed; food safety in the catering 
sector, animal health and welfare, zoonoses, 
use of veterinary medicinal products, 
animal by-products, plant health protection, 
registration and use of plant protection 
products, and residues of pesticides.

The UVHVVR requests analyses of official 
samples and risk assessments from 
appointed scientific institutions and research 
organisations, such as:

1. 	 University of Ljubljana, Veterinary 
Faculty National Veterinary Institute

2. 	 National Laboratory of Health, 
Environment and Food

3. 	 National Institute of Public Health
4. 	 Agricultural Institute of Slovenia
5. 	 National Institute of Biology
6. 	 Slovenian Institute for Hop Research and 

Brewing
7. 	 Slovenian Forestry Institute

Within international trade, the UVHVVR is 
responsible for market access with regard 
to food safety, veterinary and phytosanitary 
requirements. Import and export controls 
in these sectors are implemented in close 
cooperation with the customs authority of 
FURS.

Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia 
for Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting and 
Fisheries (IRSKGLR): 

The Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia 

for Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting and 
Fisheries (IR-SKGLR) is responsible for official 
controls (on-the-spot checks) with regard to 
the identification and registration of animals.

Ministry of Health (MZ): 

The Ministry of Health (MZ) is responsible for 
the policy and legislative framework in the 
area of healthcare, including public health 
and health insurance. The portfolio of the MZ 
includes safety of food and drinking water 
and drafting and implementing a general 
policy on nutrition. Within the food safety 
area, the MZ is specifically responsible for 
the preparation of legislation and overseeing 
its implementation with regard to food 
for specific groups, food supplements and 
food contact materials. The MZ requests 
risk assessments from appointed scientific 
institutions, such as the National Institute 
of Public Health (NIJZ) and the National 
Laboratory of Health, Environment and Food 
(NLZOH).

Health Inspectorate of the Republic of 
Slovenia (ZIRS): 

The Health Inspectorate of the Republic of 
Slovenia (ZIRS) is responsible for the official 
control of food supplements, food for specific 
groups, food contact materials and drinking 
water.

Ministry of Finance (MF) and Financial 
Administration (FURS): 

The Financial Administration (FURS) is 
subordinate to the Ministry of Finance (MF). 
The FURS is responsible for official import 
controls regarding:
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1. 	 Products of animal origin for personal 
consumption

2. 	 Foodstuffs of non-animal origin (except 
for the increased level of controls)

3. 	 Documentary and identity checks on 
animal feedstuffs of non-animal origin

4. 	 Wooden packaging materials
5. 	 Detection of illegal imports

National Institute of Public Health (NIJZ):

 The National Institute of Public Health (NIJZ) is 
a national scientific organisation responsible 
for chemical, nutritional, microbiological 
and novel food risk assessments and risk 
communication.  The NIJZ works in close 
collaboration with national and international 
organisations in the field of food safety.

University of Ljubljana - Veterinary 
Faculty, National Veterinary Institute (UL 
– VF, NVI): 

The National Veterinary Institute conducts 
official sampling of food of animal origin for 
microbiological testing, conducts diagnostic 

tests for rabies, and performs tasks in the field 
of animal health. The NVI is designated as 
the NRL for residues of veterinary medicinal 
products and contaminants in food of animal 
origin, and antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

Implementation of Law/Standards:

The Republic of Slovenia consists of 212 
municipalities and has a centralised structure. 
The food supervision activities come under 
the responsibility of the UVHVVR, which 
comprises a head office, ten + regional offices 
and two Border Inspection Posts (BIPs), and 
the ZIRS, which has a head office and seven 
regional offices.

Food testing facilities 

National Laboratory of Health, Environment 
and Food (NLZOH) serves as a National 
Reference Laboratory pursuant to Regulation 
(EU) No. 2017/625 and is responsible for 
sampling, analysis and risk assessment of the 
official control samples.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food website - https://www.gov.si/drzavni-organi/
ministrstva/ministrstvo-za-kmetijstvo-gozdarstvo-in-prehrano/ 

Ministry of Health website - https://www.gov.si/drzavni-organi/ministrstva/ministrstvo-za-
zdravje/ 

Ministry of Finance (MF) and Financial Administration website - https://www.fu.gov.si/ 

National Institute of Public Health website - https://nijz.si/ 

University of Ljubljana - Veterinary Faculty, National Veterinary Institute website - https://
www.vf.uni-lj.si/en/nvi 

National Laboratory of Health, Environment and Food website - https://www.nlzoh.si/en/ 
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Codex Contact Point [https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/
members/en/]
Ms Vida Znoj 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Food 
Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary Sector and Plant Protection 
Dunajska 22 SI - 1000 Ljubljana
Tel: +386 1 300 1330 
E-mail: codex.mkgp@gov.si 
Website: http://www.mkgp.gov.si/ 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Food 
Dunajska cesta 22, 1000 Ljubljana
Email: sps.mkgp@gov.si 
Phone: +(386 1) 478 9311 
Website: http://www.mkgp.gov.si

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Slovenian Institute for Standardisation SIST  
WTO TBT Enquiry Point 
Šmartinska cesta 152  
1000 Ljubljana, SI 1000 
Email: contact@sist.si 
Phone: +(386 1) 478 3065  
Website: http://www.sist.si

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr Breda Hrovatin, Head, Animal Health and Animal Welfare Division, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food, Dunajska Cesta 22 SI-1000 Ljubljana, LJUBLJANA.
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The following national departments are the 
main parties responsible for food legislation:

1.	 The Department of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural 
Development (DALRRD)  

2.	 The Department of Health
3.	 The Department of Trade and Industry

South Africa

Department of Health
Food control section 

Department of Trade 
and Industry

SABS 
NRCS

NMISA
SANAS

Department of 
Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development 

(DALRRD)  

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Health

yy Food control section within the 

National Department of Health is 

responsible for ensuring the safety of food 

in South Africa.

yy Food control section act as South Africa’s 
National Contact point for the Joint FA/
WHO CAC, INFOSAN and RASFF.

yy Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectant 
Act, 1972: 

yy Objective of FCD Act, 1972: To control 

the sale, manufacture and importation of 

foodstuffs, cosmetics and disinfectants; and 

to provide for incidental matters.

yy The FCD Act contains:

yy Broad based definitions
yy Prohibition on sale, manufacture or 

export of foodstuffs, cosmetics & 
disinfectants that are non- compliant, 
contaminated or injurious to health.

yy Prohibition on false descriptions
yy Liability clauses
yy Inspection procedures & powers of 

inspectors & analyst.
yy Provision for regulations published 

under the Act.
yy Offences, related penalties and 

administrative procedures.
yy Location: https://www.gov.za/sites/

default/files/gcis_document/201504/act-

54-1972.pdf

yy https://www.health.gov.za/

FC&D contains Regulations related to

yy Food Composition
yy Labelling & advertising
yy (https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/

gcis_document/201409/32975146.pdf)
yy Food safety
yy Enforcement of all of the above.
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The National Department of Health requires 
that all foodstuffs shall be safe for human 
consumption in terms of the Foodstuffs, 
Cosmetics and Disinfectant Act, 1972 (FCD 
Act). This Act addresses the manufacture, 
labelling, sale and importation of foodstuffs. 
Matters regarding the hygiene of foodstuffs 
are addressed by the National Health Act, 
2003, and the hygiene requirements at ports 
and airports including vessels and aircraft 
are addressed by the International Health 
Regulations Act, 1974.

The food control section within the 
department is responsible for ensuring the 
safety of food in South Africa. This service is 
based on the basic needs of communities and 
the right of South Africans to make informed 
food choices without being mislead.

The main functions of food control include 
to –

yy 	Administer food legislation. This includes 
developing and publicising regulations 
for food safety, food labelling and related 
matters as well as developing technical 
guidelines where necessary.

yy 	Inform, educate and communicate 
to industry, consumers, the media, 
government departments and other 
stakeholders about food safety and 
related matters.

yy 	Audit and support Port Health Services 
in the provinces related to the control of 
imported foodstuffs. Audit and support 
Municipal Health Services in metros 
and district municipalities related to law 
enforcement, monitoring, information, 
education and communication and 

other activities.

yy 	Evaluate risk assessments related 
to agricultural chemicals and food 
produced through biotechnology for 
the departments of agriculture and 
forestry and fisheries.

yy 	Co-ordinate routine and specific food 
monitoring programmes and attends to 
food safety alerts.

yy 	Act as South Africa’s National Contact 
Point for the joint FAO/WHO Codex 
Alimentarius Commission (CAC), 
International Food Safety Authorities 
Network (INFOSAN) and the European 
Union Rapid Alert System for Food and 
Feed (RASFF)

yy 	Convene or serve on national and 
international bodies that deal with food 
control matters.

yy 	Food legislation is based on the 
presumption of safety. Where a 
substance is not naturally present in a 
food e.g. an additive or contaminant, 
maximum limits are laid down which 
in many cases are those determined by 
Codex Alimentarius.

The FCD Act is considered to be a reactive act 
which means that approved and acceptable 
sources are taken in to account to provide 
the information on safety of foodstuffs for 
regulatory purposes. Such sources include:

yy 	Codex Alimentarius standards and 
guidelines

yy 	The Fertilizers, Farm Feed, Agricultural 
Remedies and Stock Remedies Act, 
26 of 1947, which set out regulatory 
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requirements for registration of 
pesticides and stock remedies

yy 	The Medicines and Related Substances 
Control Act 65 of 1963, which sets out 
regulatory requirements for registration 
of veterinary medicines

yy The Genetically Modified Organisms Act 
15 of 1997, which sets out regulatory 
requirements for foods from genetically 
modified organisms

The above mentioned Acts are pro-active, 
which means that government approval 
must be obtained for the release of a product 
on the market. Assessments are required 
of the data and information submitted by 
the applicant to determine the risk. These 
assessments are conducted by a group of 
independent experts or government officials 
trained to do so.

The development of regulations under the 
FCD Act requires expert knowledge of a 
number of areas: microbiology, additives, 
mycotoxins, irradiation of food etc. In order 
to advise government, the Food Legislation 
Advisory Group (FLAG) was established. 
FLAG is comprised of academics, scientists, 
consumers and representatives of various 
industries and organizations. It should be 
noted that the power to enforce the FCD Act 
is delegated to provincial and local health 
authorities.

Department of Trade, Industry and 
Competition:

yy South Africa Bureau of Standards (SABS)

yy National Regulator for Compulsory 
Specifications (NRCS) - New statutory 

Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
institution 

yy National Metrology Institute of South 
Africa (NMISA) 

yy and the South African National 
Accreditation System (SANAS).

Location: https://www.gov.za/department-
trade-and-industry-dti

The South African Bureau of Standards 
(SABS) falls under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Trade and Industry and 
controls canned meat and frozen and canned 
fishery products through the Standards Act, 
1993.

SABS is a leading business services provider 
to organizations worldwide, offering 
a range of services for management 
system certification, product testing and 
certification, and standardization. This 
includes the standardization in the field of 
manufacturing, conversion and testing in 
Food & Beverages, including all aspects of 
their effects on man and his environment 
relating to activities in the following fields: 
chemical, microbiological and physical tests 
on crops, grain, raw meat, milk beverages, 
water, processed foods and bulk foods.

Growing environmental awareness and the 
increasing awareness of quality implies the 
need for standardized requirements and test 
methods.

National Regulator for Compulsory 
Specifications (NRCS) 

The National Regulator for Compulsory 
Specifications Act (Act 5 of 2008) was 
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promulgated in Government Gazette 31216 
on 4th July 2008 and took effect on 1st 
September 2008.

The Act transferred the Regulatory Division 
of the South African Bureau of Standards 
(SABS) and all regulatory functions of the 
SABS to a new statutory Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) institution - the National 
Regulator for Compulsory Specifications 
(NRCS). The new Act also transferred of all 
employees in the SABS Regulatory Division to 
the NRCS, together with relevant regulation 
including compulsory specifications, 
agreements, assets and obligations.

The legislation is the culmination of a 10-year 
process intended to align South Africa with 
world best regulatory practice and meet 
requirements of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) agreement on TECHNICAL BARRIERS 
TO TRADE (WTO TBT Agreement) and 
the agreement on THE APPLICATION OF 
SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES 
(WTO SPS Agreement).

Implementation and Administration of 
the Agreement on Technical Barriers to 
Trade
Government Authority

In accordance with the WTO Agreement 
on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 
Article 10.10, the South African National 
Department of Trade and Industry, (the 
dti), has the overall responsibility to ensure 
compliance with South Africa’s obligations 
under the TBT Agreement by National 
Government Departments with regulatory 
authority through national legislation and 
their regulatory bodies and institutions, as 
well as the domestic institutions forming 

the National Technical Infrastructure. The 
National Technical Infrastructure consists 
of the dti, the South African Bureau of 
Standards (SABS), the National Regulator 
for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS), the 
National Metrology Institute of South Africa 
(NMISA) and the South African National 
Accreditation System (SANAS).

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development (DALRRD)

yy Special additional compositional, 
labelling and inspection requirements 
for certain agricultural commodities and 
categories of food.

yy Political head:
yy Minister of Department of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural Development
yy Assisted by two deputy ministers
yy Location: https://nationalgovernment.

co.za/units/view/427/department-
of-agriculture-land-reform-and-rural-
development-dalrrd

The   DALRRD is a  department  of 
the  Government of South Africa  created in 
June 2019 by the merger of the agriculture 
functions of the former  Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  with 
the  Department of Rural Development 
and Land Reform. The department has 
responsibility for  agriculture,   food safety,   
food security,   land reform,  topographic 
mapping, cadastral survey, the Deeds Offices, 
and spatial planning.

The political head of the department is 
the  Minister of Department of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural Development, who is 
assisted by two deputy ministers.
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Department of Health
Head Office
Dr AB Xuma Building, 1112 Voortrekker Rd, 
Pretoria Townlands 351-JR, PRETORIA, 0187;
Postal address: Private Bag X828, PRETORIA, 
0001
012 395 8000

Office of the Minister

Cape Town
Postal address: Private Bag X9070, CAPE 
TOWN, 8000
Tel: 021 466 7260
Fax: 021 465 1575

minister@health.gov.za
Pretoria
Postal address: Private Bag X828, PRETORIA, 
0001
Tel: 012 395 8086
Fax: 012 395 9165
minister@health.gov.za

Office of the Deputy Minister
Postal address: Private Bag X828, 
PRETORIA, 0001
Tel: 012 395 9206

Office of the Director-General
Postal address: Private Bag X828, PRETORIA, 
0001
Tel: 012 395 9150
E-mail: DG@health.gov.za (appointments)

The Department of Trade and Industry
The table below lists technical infrastructure and their contact details.

Institution Mandate Detail
South African Bureau 
of Standards (SABS)

Development of 
Standards, tests and 
certify products against 
standards

1 Dr Lategan Road Groenkloof Pretoria 
Private Bag X191 Pretoria 0001 Tel : 
+27 12 428 7911 Fax: +27 12 428 7889 
Email: wto@sabs.co.za Website: https://
www.sabs.co.za

National Regulator 
for Compulsory 
Specifications (NRCS)

Administer and enforce 
compulsory specifications 
and legal metrology 
technical regulations

SABS Campus 1 Dr Lategan Road 
Groenkloof , Pretoria PO Box: NRCS 
Private Bag X25, Brooklyn 0075 Tel: +27 
12 482 8700 Website: http://www.nrcs.
org.za

South African National 
Accreditation System 
(SANAS)

Formally recognises the 
technical competency of 
a conformity assessment 
service provider

Private Bag X23 Sunnyside Pretoria 
0132 South Africa Tel: +27 12 394-3760 
Fax: +27 12 394-0526 Website: http://
www.sanas.co.za

National Metrology 
Institute of South 
Africa (NMISA)

Responsible for the 
maintenance, traceability 
and dissemination of 
national measurement 
standards

Private Bag X34 Lynnwood Ridge 
Pretoria 0040 South Africa Tel: +27 12 
841 4152 Fax: +27 12 841 2131 E-mail: 
info@nmisa.org Website: http://www.
nmisa.org
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National Government Departments with regulatory authority through national legislation 
containing provisions that support the implementation and administration of the TBT 
Agreement

National 
Government 
Department 
responsible

Principal Legislation2 providing 
regulatory authority in support of the TBT 
Agreement

Contact Details

Department of Trade 
and Industry (the dti)

Accreditation for Conformity Assessment, 
Calibration and Good Regulatory Practice Act, Act 
No. 19 of 2006; 
Consumer Protection Act, Act No.68 of 2008; 
Measurement Units and Measurement Standards 
Act, Act No. 18 of 2006 Merchandise Mark Act, Act 
No. 17 of 1941; 
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications 
Act, Act No.5 of 2008 Standards Act, Act No 8 of 
2008. 
Legal Metrology Act, Act No. 9 of 2014 

Private Bag X84 Pretoria 
0001 South Africa Tel: +27 
12 394 9500 Fax: +27 12 
394 9501 Website: http://
www.thedti.gov.za

Department of 
Agriculture Forestry 
and Fisheries

Agricultural Product Standards Act, Act No. 119 of 
1990; 
Fertilizers Farm Feeds, Agriculture Remedies and 
Stock Remedies Act, Act No. 36 of 1947; 
Genetically Modified Organisms Act, Act No. 15 of 
1997; 
Liquor Products Act, Act No. 60 of 1989 Plant 
Improvement Act (Act No. 53 of 1976) Plant 
Breeders' Rights Act (Act No. 15 of 1976) 
Animal Diseases Act, 1984 (Act No. 35 of 1984) 
NRCS Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008)

Private Bag X250 
Pretoria 0001 
South Arica 
Tel: +27 12 319 6000 
Fax: +27 12 319 6000 
Website: http://www.daff.
gov.za/

Department of 
Health

Health Act (Act No. 63 of 1977) 
Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, Act 
No. 54 of 1972;
International Health Regulations Act (Act No. 28 of 
1974) 
Hazardous Substances Act, Act No. 15 of 1973; 
Medicines and Related Substances Control 
Amendment Act, Act No. 90 of 1997 
Tobacco Products Control Amendment Act. Act No. 
12 of 1999. 
NRCS Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008)

Private Bag X828 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 12 395 8000 or 395 
9200 
Fax: +27 12 395 9019 
Website:http://www.doh.
gov.za

Department of 
Water and Sanitation 

National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998) Water 
Services Act (Act No. 108 of 1997)

Private Bag X313 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 12 336 7500 
Fax: +27 12 336 8664 
Website: http://www.dwa.
gov.za
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Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development 
Website: https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/
Email: info@dalrrd.gov.za(link sends e-mail)
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AgricultureZA/(link is external)
Twitter: https://twitter.com/DAFF_ZA(link is external)
Postal Address:  Private Bag X250, PRETORIA, 0001, Private Bag X9087, CAPE TOWN, 8000
Street Address: Agriculture Place, 20 Steve Biko (formerly Beatrix) Street, Arcadia, PRETORIA 
0002
1st Floor, Room 115, 120 Plain Street, CAPE TOWN, 8000
Phone: 012 319 6000, 021 809 1600
Directories: National Government Directory: National Government Departments

Codex Contact Point:
Malose Daniel Matlala 
Deputy Director: Inter-Agency Liaison and Regulatory Nutrition 
(National Codex Contact Point: South Africa) 
Department of Health, 
Directorate: Food Control 
Private Bag X828, 
Pretoria 0001
Tel: +27 12 395 8789 
E-mail: cacpsa@health.gov.za 
Website: http://www.doh.gov.za 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:

SPS Notification Authority
South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) 
Economic Impact & IP 
Contact: Ms. Dineo Hexana 
1 Dr Lategan Road, Groenkloof, Pretoria 
Private Bag X191 
PRETORIA 0001 
0001
Email: wto@sabs.co.za; dineo.hexana@sabs.co.za 
Phone: +(27) 12 428 6229 
Website: http://www.sabs.co.za

SPS enquiry Point 
Deputy Director: Sanitary and Phytosanitary Coordination 
P.O. Box 40024 
Arcadia 
Pretoria 0007
Email: JeremiahMA@daff.gov.za 
Phone: +(27 12) 319 6095 
Website: http://www.daff.gov.za
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) 
Economic Impact & IP 
Contact: Ms. Dineo Hexana 
1 Dr Lategan Road, Groenkloof, Pretoria 
Private Bag X191 
PRETORIA 0001
Email: wto@sabs.co.za; dineo.hexana@sabs.co.za 
Phone: +(27) 12 428 6229 
Website: http://www.sabs.co.za

ENQUIRY POINT AND NOTIFICATION POINT 
The Director: Market Access 
Trade Negotiations
 International Trade and Economic Development Division
 Department of Trade and Industry 
Private Bag X84 
PRETORIA 0001 
South Africa 
Website: http://www.thedti.gov.za/ 
Tel.: +27 12 394 9500 Fax: +27 12 394 9501
 Email: KNkuna@thedti.gov.za 

OIE/WOAH 
Dr. Botlhe Michael Modisane
Past President of the World Assembly of OIE Delegates Chief Director
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
30 Hamilton Street Private Bag X 138 Pretoria 0001
PRETORIA

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/es/c/15620/
https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep
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Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, together with 
Law 17/2011 of 05 July on food safety and 
nutrition, are the foundations of food safety 
in Spain. Government measures concerning 
food safety are, in most cases, based on risk 
assessments.

In Spain, there is no institutional separation 
between risk assessment and risk 
management.  Risk assessments are drafted 
by the Scientific Committee, an independent 
body within the Spanish Agency for Food 
Safety & Nutrition (AESAN), and are published 

in Spanish and English on the AESAN 
website. In Spain, AESAN, together with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAPA), are responsible for the coordination 
at the national level of the organisation and 
functioning of food safety control systems.

AESAN is an autonomous body of the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs and functionally 
reports to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, 
the Ministry of Health, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Spain

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAPA): 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food (MAPA) is responsible for agricultural 
policy, health in primary production, 
designation of origin, plant health, animal 
welfare and animal health and fraud control 
in the food industry. MAPA prepares draft 
national legislations and is responsible for 
the coordination of official controls, including 

import and export controls within the scope 
of its competency.

MAPA is the national contact point for food 
fraud and for the RASFF (feed) and is a 
user of the Administrative Assistance and 
Cooperation System (AAC system) MAPA is 
also responsible for the preparation of risk 
assessments with regard to residues of plant 
protection products and animal feed. MAPA 
is also in charge of regulating the use of plant 
protection products.
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The scope of MAPA’s competencies also 
covers national decisions on GMOs, through 
the Inter-ministerial Council on GMOs, 
and on zoonoses and veterinary medical 
products through the Ministry of Health. It 
is also the regulatory authority for pesticides 
(registration, authorization and monitoring 
of use). However, before MAPA authorises the 
use of pesticides, AESAN is consulted with 
regard to residues in foods, the Ministry of 
Health is consulted to assess the safety of the 
user, and MAPA assesses the efficacy of the 
pesticide in question and its safety for the 
environment.

Ministry of Health (MS): 

The Ministry of Health (MS) deals with 
public health policy. Furthermore, the Sub-
Directorate General of Foreign Health, a 
dependent body in this Ministry’s Directorate 
General of Public Health is responsible for 
food safety concerning imports and exports 
and at Border Control Posts (BCPs), including 
foods of animal and plant origin, food 
contact materials, and animal by products 
for the manufacture of pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics and medical devices for medical.  
The regulatory authority for medicines and 
medical products for human and veterinary 
use is the Spanish Agency for Medicines and 
Health Products, a dependent body in the 
Ministry of Health.

Ministry of Consumer Affairs (MC):

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs (MC) is 
responsible for consumer protection, the 
development of consumer affairs policies, 
and defending the rights of the consumer. It 

also prepares draft national legislations and is 
the contact point for RAPEX and a user of the 
Administrative Assistance and Cooperation 
System (AAC system).  Within the Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs, AESAN is responsible for all 
matters relating to food safety.

Spanish Agency for Food Safety & 
Nutrition (AESAN): 

AESAN is the competent authority for the 
coordination of food safety within the 
Ministry of Health and for risk assessments. 
AESAN is supported by a Scientific 
Committee comprised of independent 
external experts in the area of food safety 
and nutrition who are commissioned to 
draft risk assessment reports. The Scientific 
Committee issues updated scientific reports 
on biological, chemical, technological and 
nutritional hazards. AESAN also prepares 
recommendations for the reduction of risks 
and identifies new health risks.

AESAN is also responsible for the risk 
management of biological, chemical and 
nutritional hazards and participates in 
decision-making on GMOs in foods in the 
Interministerial Council on GMOs.  AESAN 
is the competent authority for all draft 
legislations relating to the safety of foods 
available in Spain, which includes the 
transposition of EU directives into domestic 
legislation and the preparation of draft 
legislations at the national level. 

It is also the competent authority in matters 
relating to food safety responsible for the 
coordination of official controls in Spain, 
and for the coordination and programming 
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of official controls on food safety. It also 
prepares the National Official Control Plan 
and its corresponding annual reports in 
collaboration with MAPA and MS. AESAN also 
acts as the national contact point for RASFF 
and is a user of the Administrative Assistance 
and Cooperation System (AAC system).

The remit of AESAN also includes the 
design and management of communication 
strategies in relation to food risk, establishing 
precise mechanisms that facilitate 
transparent communication of consumer 
safety risks to the general public, the scientific 
community and other involved or interested 
groups. AESAN’s area of work extends beyond 
food safety to nutrition, physical activity and 
healthy eating habits.

From an administrative point of view, Spain 
is organised at the regional and local level 
into 17 autonomous communities, two 
autonomous cities (Ceuta and Melilla) and 
50 provinces. Some regional food safety 
authorities conduct risk assessments at the 
local level. The implementation of official 
controls for food and feed, animal health, 
animal welfare and plant health is the 
responsibility of the regional authorities.

Food testing facilities:

AESAN has two National Reference 
Laboratories in compliance with Regulation 
(EU) 2017/625. These are the National 
Reference Laboratory (National Centre for 
Food (CNA)) and one EU Reference Laboratory 
for Marine Biotoxins (EURLMB). Details of the 
same can be accessed using www.aesan.gob.
es/AECOSAN/web/subhomes/laboratorios/
aecosan_laboratorios.htm 

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
website: www.mapa.gob.es/es/alimentacion/
legislacion/ 
Spanish Agency for Food Safety and Nutrition 
(AESAN) website: www.aesan.gob.es/AECOSAN/
web/seguridad_alimentaria/seccion/legislacion_
seg_alimentaria.htm 

Codex Contact Point
Mª Luisa Aguilar Zambalamberri 
Jefe de Servicio 
Comisión Interministerial para la Ordenación 
Alimentaria 
Agencia Española de Consumo, Seguridad 
Alimentaria y Nutrición  
Alcalá 56, 28071 Madrid
Tel: +34 91 338 0429 
E-mail: cioa@aesan.gob.es 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Ministerio de Industria, Comercio y Turismo  
Secretaria de Estado de Comercio  
Subdirección General de Inspección, Certificación 
y Asistencia Técnica de Comercio Exterior 
Paseo de la Castellana 162 - Planta 6 
Madrid 28046
Email: sgsoivre.sscc@comercio.mineco.es 
Phone: +(34) 91 349 37 54 
Website: https://comercio.gob.es/

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministerio de Industria, Comercio y Turismo  
Secretaria de Estado de Comercio  
Subdirección General de Inspección, Certificación 
y Asistencia Técnica de Comercio Exterior 
Paseo de la Castellana, 162 - 6 
Madrid 28046
Email:  sgsoivre.sscc@mincotur.es 
Phone: +34 91 3493754 
Website: https://comercio.gob.es/

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Valentín Almansa 
Director General de Sanidad de la Produccion 
Agraria, Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y 
Alimentación, 
Calle Almagro 33 PC 28010 
Madrid
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Sri Lanka

Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Health

(Food Control Administration Unit 
(FCAU)

Food Act 1980 (No. 26 of 1980), is an Act 
which regulates the processing, transport, 
distribution, handling, storage or sale, Import, 
Advertisement and Labeling of food  or any 
other matters related to food establishments. 
The Act prohibits any person manufacturing, 
importing, sale, expose for sale, storage 
or distribution of any  food Injurious to 
health, unfit for human consumption, 
unclean, decayed, decomposed., insect 

infested, Add substances in contravention 
of the provisions of Act and regulations, in 
contravention of the provisions of the Act or 
Regulations, manufacture, prepare, preserve, 
package or store any food under insanitary 
conditions, Import, sell or distribute any 
food manufactured, prepared, preserved, 
packaged or stored for sale under insanitary 
conditions.

Food Authorities

Food Control Administration Unit (FCAU): 

FCAU under Ministry of Health is working on 
improving the health status and reducing 
inequalities of the community. The Food 
control administrative unit is looking for all 
the food products in the country. It covers 
food safety from processing to fork.  It is 
the apex body responsible for the country’s 
Food Control Administration (FCA). FCAU 
is responsible for import control, domestic 
control of food and issuing export certificates 
for exporting food items. The Food Advisory 
Committee recommends the standards 
and regulations to be adopted by the 
Government. 

Ministry of Agriculture: 

The Ministry is involved with agricultural 

policies for food and allied agricultural crops 
have established food and nutrition security, 
stable prices for agricultural products. Under 
Agri development, there are programs 
which have been implemented to increase 
local food production with the objective 
of achieving food security in the local 
production and minimizing food import 
expenditure.

Food safety is revolved to the 9 provincial 
councils when it comes to implements food 
safety measures while import control is part 
of the National Government. 

Food testing Facilities

There are seven approved facilities under 
the Food Act. There are semi government 
agencies which does food tests and three 
private laboratories. 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

(Food Control Administration Unit (FCAU):
Medi House Building,
No. 26, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha,
Colombo 10
Tel: +94 112 694 860
Email: direoh@health.gov.lk
Website: https://eohfs.health.gov.lk/food

Codex Contact Point
Dr. V.T.S.K. Siriwardana,
Codex Contact Point,
Directive of Environment & Occupational 
Health
Ministry of Health, Sub Office
2nd Floor,
No 26, Sri Sangaraja, Mawatha,
Colombo - 10
Sri Lanka
Tel: + 94 714499222
E-mail: lankacodex@gmail.com
Website: http://health.gov.lk

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Dr Lakshman Gamlath
Deputy Director General, Environmental 
Health,Occupational Health & Food Safety
Ministry of Health
No. 385 Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero 
Mawatha
Tel: +(94 11) 267 2004
Email: ddgeohfs@health.gov.lk
Website: http://www.health.gov.lk

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Director General
Sri Lanka Standards Institute
17, Victoria Place
Elvitigala Mawatha
Columbo 08
Tel: (+94 11) 2671574
Email: dg@slsi.lk
Website: http://www.slsi.lk
Director General of Commerce
Department of Commerce
4th Floor
“Rakshana Mandiriya”
No. 21 Vauxhall Street
Colombo 02
Tel: (+94 11) 2430068
Email: fortrade@doc.gov.lk
Website: http://www.doc.gov.lk

OIE/WOAH
Dr Kasthuri Arachchige Chandrika
Director General
Livestock Development, Irrigation & Fisheries
Minstry of Agricuture, Rural Economic Affairs, 
PO Box. 13, Getambe, Peradeniya
Sri Lanka
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The Food Act is the central legal foundation 
for food legislation in Sweden. Infringement 
of food regulations can lead to measures 
under criminal law and consumer damage 
claims under civil law, whereby the final 
decision rests with the courts. Government 
measures with regard to food safety are 
often based on scientific risk assessments. 
However, the final decision on the legality 
of governmental measures rests with the 
courts.

In Sweden, there is no institutional 
separation of food risk assessment and 

food risk management, as both are 
performed by the Swedish Food Agency 
(Livsmedelsverket, SLV). However, an in-
house separation between risk assessment 
and risk management is in place to ensure 
independence.

The National Veterinary Institute (Statens 
veterinärmedicinska anstalt, SVA) is 
responsible for conducting risk assessments, 
and the Swedish Board of Agriculture 
(Jordbruksverket, SJV) is responsible for risk 
management, within their field of expertise.

Sweden

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of infrastructure and Rural affairs 
(Government Offices): 

The Ministry of Rural Affairs and Infrastructure 
is responsible for matters relating to rural 
areas, food and land- and water-based 
industries, regional development, transport 
and infrastructure, housing, and community 
planning. In close collaboration with other 
government ministries, policy issues related 

to food safety and the entire food chain are 
handled. The land and water-based or green 
industries are important primary industries. 
They account for a significant share of land 
use in rural areas and have a unique role in the 
management of the landscape’s natural and 
cultural values. This provides conditions for 
conducting other forms of business activities 
in rural areas, such as activities related to 
experiences and recreation. The policy area 
also includes issues relating to livestock, 

Food Regulatory Ecosystem
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fisheries, hunting and game management, 
agriculture, forestry and food. As specified by 
their mandate, public agencies (i.e. SLV, SJV 
and SVA) provide support to the ministry.

Swedish Food Agency (SLV): 

The Swedish Food Agency (SLV) is an 
independent, non-ministerial government 
authority. Nonetheless, the SLV is 
accountable to the government and the 
Government Offices of Sweden. In the area of 
food safety, the SLV is responsible for risk and 
benefit assessments, risk communication 
and risk management. The SLV prepares draft 
legislation on the basis of science-based risk 
assessments. The SLV is responsible for state 
food inspections and for the subsequent 
information on the outcome of the control 
and inspection activities.

Within the SLV, the Risk Benefit Assessment 
Department has the task to conduct 
independent risk assessments for food safety 
issues, including biohazards, novel foods, 
food supplements and botanicals, genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs), foodborne 
infections, contaminants and drinking 
water. The department also conducts risk 
assessments for plant protection products 
and veterinary medicinal product residues in 
food.

However, the regulatory authority for 
plant protection products is the Swedish 
Chemicals Agency (Kemikalieinspektionen) 
and the regulatory authority for veterinary 
medicinal products is the Medical Products 
Agency (Läkemedelsverket, LV). LV provides 
laboratory analytical services related to 

food safety.  The area of the Risk Benefit 
Assessment Department extends beyond 
food safety to include, e.g., nutrition and 
dietary surveys.

Swedish Board of Agriculture (SJV): 

The Swedish Board of Agriculture (SJV) is an 
independent, non-ministerial government 
authority. Nonetheless, the SJV is accountable 
to the government and the Government 
Offices of Sweden. In the area of feed safety, 
the SJV is responsible for risk communication 
and risk management.

It prepares draft legislation on the basis of 
science-based risk assessments. It is also 
responsible for state feed inspections and if 
necessary, subsequent information for the 
government on the outcome of control and 
inspection activities.

The remit of the SJV includes residues of plant 
protection products and GMOs in feed and 
extends beyond food safety to plant health, 
animal health and animal welfare.

National Veterinary Institute (SVA): 

The National Veterinary Institute (SVA) is a risk 
assessment expert authority in animal health, 
sub-ordinate to the Government Offices 
of Sweden. The SVA provides laboratory 
analytical services and epidemiological and 
microbiological expertise.

The SVA prepares science-based risk 
assessments in the fields of zoonoses, animal 
health, feed and environment (including 
water).

The responsibility for Swedish food control 
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is divided between the local, regional and 
national levels. The regional level in Sweden 
consists of 21 county authorities and the 
local level has 290 municipal authorities. The 
county authorities are responsible for the 
support and management of the municipal 
food control. They are also responsible for 
controls with regard to primary production, 
hunters, fishers and berry pickers. In some 
cases, the activities of the regional authorities 
are steered by the government. Municipal 
authorities are in charge of controls related 
to food and drinking water producers and 
handlers at the local level. The municipal 
authorities work and make decisions 
independently.

Official laboratories: SFA 

is the national reference laboratory (NRL) 
for food areas, performing routine analyses 
for among others, veterinary drug residues, 
heavy metals, dioxins, mycotoxins and 
pesticides residues in foodstuffs. This official 
laboratory is accredited according to ISO 
17025, and is located in Uppsala. SFA is NRL 
for the following areas: 

yy Pesticide residues
yy Campylobacter
yy Escherichia coli
yy Processing contaminants
yy GMO
yy Listeria monocytogenes
yy Coagulase Positive Staphylococci
yy Foodborne viruses
yy Marine biotoxins
yy Metals and nitrite in food and feed
yy Mykotoxins and plant toxins in food
yy Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in 

food and feed 
yy Water Monitoring in Poultry meat
yy Residues of veterinary medicines and 

contaminants in food of animal origin 
(Annex I, Group B1, B3e Directive 96/23/
EC and carbadox and olaquindox) 

yy Residues of veterinary medicines and 
contaminants in food of animal origin 
(Annex I, Group A 1 2 3 4, B2d, B3d 
Directive 96/23/EC)

yy Residues of veterinary medicines and 
contaminants in food of animal origin 
(Annex I, Group A5, B2 a b e Directive 
96/23/EC) 

In addition, the SFA is the EU reference 
laboratory (EURL) for Foodborne viruses. The 
SFA has a leading role in the national network 
of microbiological laboratories, which 
is addressed to all Swedish laboratories 
that carry out microbiological analysis 
on foodstuffs, drinking water, feed and 
animal samples. The objective is to facilitate 
communication, exchange of experiences, 
and support between laboratories. 

The SFA is a member of the European Network 
of GMO laboratories (ENGL), which currently 
consists of 95 national official enforcement 
laboratories from EU member states, plus 
Norway, Switzerland and Turkey. The objective 
is to facilitate exchange of experience, co-
operative research, technology transfer, 
preparation of guidance documents on topics 
of interest to the enforcement laboratories. 
The SFA’s laboratory is a part of the European 
Network of Food Allergen Detection 
Laboratories (ENFADL). The objective of this 
network is to harmonise the analysis of food 
allergens in the EU.
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SVA is the National Reference Laboratory 
(NRL) for most feed and animal health areas 
including zoonoses and zoonotic agents, and 
has expertise in animal health, veterinary 
medicine, veterinary public health and feed. 
This official laboratory is accredited according 
to ISO 17025, and is located in Uppsala. 

In addition, the SVA is the EU reference 
laboratory (EURL) for Campylobacter, and 
interact as EURL with National Reference 
Laboratories (NRLs) in all EU Member 
States. The work consists of organizing 
annual workshops, proficiency tests (inter-
laboratory studies), supporting the NRLs with 
training and advice and providing technical 
and scientific assistance to the Commission. 
SVA also maintains the function as NRL for 
thirty microorganisms in which they interact 
similarly with EURL and the NRLs in other EU 
countries. As the NRL for Salmonella, SVA 
organizes annual proficiency tests (inter-
laboratory studies), with about 25 spiked 
samples of faeces, for regional laboratories 
in Sweden as well as for NRLs and regional 
official laboratories in Norway and Finland. 

SVA is part of a network with four 
other reference laboratories in the EU 

(Collaborating Veterinary Laboratories, 
CoVetLab) collaborating on issues related 
to method development and exchange of 
knowledge on veterinary diagnostics. The 
network includes SVA in Sweden, APHA 
(previous name: AHVLA) in United Kingdom, 
ANSES in France, DTU in Denmark and CVI in 
the Netherlands. 

International and private laboratories:

In addition to laboratories forming part of 
the control authorities the SFA, SBA or SVA, 
some international laboratories and private 
laboratories are used within the official 
control. The Swedish Food Agency has 
guidelines for procuring Laboratory Services, 
which include procedures for designating 
laboratories and ensuring that they fulfil 
the necessary requirements and provide 
information on auditing the procurement 
of laboratory services by control authorities 
at municipalities/local authorities. The 
accreditation body in Sweden is the Swedish 
Board for Accreditation and Conformity 
Assessment (Swedac), which in its website 
presents details of the accredited laboratories 
in EU countries that may be used by the 
Swedish control authorities.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Swedish Food Agency
Livsmedelsverket (Swedish Food Agency), Box 622, SE - 751 26 Uppsala, Sweden
Phone Number: +46 18 17 55 00 Weekdays: 08.00-16.00
E-mail ID: livsmedelsverket@slv.se
Weblink: Swedish Food Agency (livsmedelsverket.se) 
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Ministry of infrastructure and Rural affairs (Government Offices) [https://www.government.se/
government-of-sweden/ministry-of-rural-affairs-and-infrastructure/]

Swedish Board of Agriculture (SJV) [https://jordbruksverket.se/] 
National Veterinary Institute (SVA) [https://www.sva.se/en/]

Codex Contact Point [https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/
members/en/]
Swedish Codex Contact Point, 
National Food Agency, 
Box 622, 
SE-751 26 Uppsala	 Tel: +46 18 17 55 00 
E-mail: Codex.Sweden@slv.se 
Website: http://www.livsmedelsverket.se/om-oss/samarbeten/codex-alimentarius-
commission/ 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Kommerskollegium (National Board of Trade)  
WTO-SPS Enquiry Point 
Box 6803 
11386 Stockholm
Email: sps@kommerskollegium.se 
Phone: +(468) 690 48 00 
Website: http://www.kommerskollegium.se

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
National Board of Trade (for Articles 10.1-3)  
Swedish WTO-TBT Enquiry Point  
Kommerskollegium 
Box 6803, Stockholm, S-11386 
Email: registrator@kommerskollegium.se 
Phone: +(46 8) 690 48 00 
Website: www.kommerskollegium.se

OIE/WOAH  
Name: Lena Hellqvist Björnerot
Designation: Swedish OIE/WOAH delegate 
Address: Jordbruksverket (Swedish Board of Agriculture), SE-551 82 Jönköping, Sweden
Phone Number: +46 771 223 223 (weekdays 08:00-16:00)
E-mail ID: cvo@jordbruksverket.se

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
Summaries of EU legislation
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/summaries/summary-30-expanded-content.html 

Summary of national regulation
https://www.livsmedelsverket.se/globalassets/om-oss/lagstiftning/overgripande-
lagstiftning/livsfs-forteckning-2023_web_t.pdf  
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Food Regulatory Ecosystem

The Federal Act on Foodstuffs and Utility 
Articles is the central legal foundation for 
food law in Switzerland. Also relevant in this 
area is the Federal Act on Agriculture and 
related ordinances on feed, animal health, 
animal welfare, as well as the import, transit 
and export of animals and food of animal 
origin. Infringement of food regulations can 
lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims under civil law, 
whereby the final decision rests with the 
courts. Government measures with regard 
to food safety are based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision on 
the legality of governmental measures rests 
with the courts.

In Switzerland, there is no institutional 
separation of risk assessment and risk 
management. However, different divisions 

of the Federal Food Safety and Veterinary 
Office (FSVO) are in charge. While food 
safety laws are enacted at the national level, 
implementation and control at the regional 
level is the responsibility of the cantons. The 
FSVO uses risk analysis methods in the fields 
of animal disease control and food safety. 
The division early detection and surveillance 
develops new tools for the early detection 
of possible risks. Regulations for the import 
of animals and all goods are modified based 
on the results, control measures are checked 
and monitoring programmes established to 
test for animal diseases and contamination 
in foods. By way of risk assessment, the 
reference laboratories carry out regular 
studies related to the occurrence, spread 
and importance of zoonoses and zoonotic 
pathogens.

Switzerland

Food Safety Authorities

Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office 

(FSVO): 

FSVO is part of the Federal Department of 

Home Affairs. The office is responsible for 

risk assessments and risk management in the 

area of animal health and welfare, food safety 

and consumer protection

The FSVO is also responsible for the safety of 

utility articles, such as toys and cosmetics. In 



311 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

addition, the FSVO monitors and controls the 
import, export and transit of livestock and 
domestic animals, animal products, food, 
and internationally protected flora and fauna 
(CITES Convention). In close collaboration with 
the Swiss Federal Customs Administration, 
the FSVO is responsible for the control of 
foodstuffs and utility articles at the border.

In cooperation with importing countries, the 
FSVO also negotiates veterinary documents 
for the export of animals and animal products, 
the cantonal veterinary offices issue those 
documents. The regulatory authority for 
veterinary drugs is the Swiss Agency for 
Therapeutic Products (Swissmedic), while risks 
associated with residues of veterinary drugs in 
food of animal origin are covered by the FSVO.

Federal Office for Agriculture (FOAG):

 FOAG is an office of the Federal Department 
of Economic Affairs, Education and Research 
and is responsible for agricultural policy, 
safety of food of plant origin during primary 
production and safety of animal feed. 
Together with the cantons and farmers’ 
organisations, the FOAG implements 
decisions by the people, the parliament and 
the government.

The FOAG is responsible for risk assessments 
and risk management in the area of animal 
feed. Actual control and inspection activities 
are carried out by the research institute 
Agroscope. The FOAG’s remit includes residues 
of plant protection products, GMOs and plant 
health. The FOAG is the regulatory authority 
for pesticides, while risks associated with 
pesticide residues are covered by the FSVO.

Federal Food Chain Unit (FFCU): 

On behalf of the FOAG and FSVO, the 
Federal Food Chain Unit (FFCU) audits 
the implementation and enforcement of 
national legislation by federal and cantonal 
authorities in the area of feed safety, food 
safety, animal health and animal welfare. 
The FFCU also prepares and coordinates the 
implementation and evaluation of the multi-
annual national control plan.

Switzerland consists of 26 federal states, 
the cantons. They are responsible for the 
enforcement of food safety and agricultural 
legislation. Cantonal food control authorities 
are responsible for food safety inspections. 
Cantonal veterinary offices are responsible 
for the enforcement of legislation concerning 
animal health, animal welfare and veterinary 
medicinal products. They inspect live- stock 
prior to slaughtering and conduct meat 
inspections. Both cantonal authorities report 
to the FSVO.

Institutions involved in the EFSA network: 
Switzerland has observer status for various 
EFSA working groups, the Focal Point network 
and some of the scientific networks, in which 
mainly delegates of the FSVO participate. 
Access to the Rapid Alert System for Food 
and Feed (RASFF) is limited to notifications 
concerning food of animal origin.

Food testing facilities: 

Details of Food testing laboratory system 
in the country (Government/ Private) is as 
follows:
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National reference laboratories – Food safety

Laboratory Matrix/test parameters

Institute of Food Safety and Hygiene, 
Zurich

Zoonoses (salmonella)

Institute of Food Safety and Hygiene, 
Zurich

Campylobacter

Metas laboratory Foodborne viruses
Agroscope Listeria monocytogenes
Agroscope Coagulase-positive staphylococci, including 

Staphylococcus aureus
Agroscope Escherichia coli, including verotoxin producing E. 

coli (VTEC)
Centre for Zoonoses, Bacterial Animal 
Diseases and Antibiotic Resistance 
(ZOBA)

Antibiotic resistance

Cantonal Laboratory Zurich Residues of veterinary medicinal products and 
contaminants in food of animal origin

Metas laboratory Genetically modified organisms in food
Cantonal Laboratory Zurich Substances intended to come into contact with 

food
Cantonal Laboratory Zurich Pesticide residues in food
Metas Chemical elements and nitrogen compounds in 

foodstuffs
Kantonales Laboratorium Bern Mycotoxins in food

Mycotoxins and plant toxins in foodstuffs
Metas Process contaminants in foodstuffs
Kantonales Laboratorium Bern Persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in foodstuffs

Official national laboratories

Laboratory Test parameters Matrix

Agroscope Seed-Testing 
Laboratory (ISTA-
accredited)

Quality characteristics of seed and 
planting stock, varietal identity

Seed and planting stock

Agroscope GMO Control 
Laboratory

Contamination of seed and planting 
stock by non-approved GMOs

Seed and planting stock

Agroscope Ingredients, additives, undesirable 
substances, banned sub- stances, 
GMOs, constituents of animal origin, 
salmonellae

Feedstuffs

Agroscope Traces of beef Feedstuffs
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Laboratory Test parameters Matrix

All Cantonal Laboratories Parameters according to legal bases 
to do with foodstuffs and utility 
articles

Food

Agroscope Reference analysis pig fat sampling Pig meat

Agroscope Official laboratory for particularly 
dangerous harmful organ- isms 
(insects, bacteria, fungi, viruses and 
nematodes) which are relevant for 
agriculture or producing horticulture

Plant health; seed and 
planting stock, living 
parts of plants

WSL Swiss Forest 
Protection

Official laboratory for particularly 
dangerous harmful organ- isms 
(insects, bacteria, fungi, viruses and 
nematodes) which are relevant for 
forestry

Plant health; seed and 
planting stock, living 
parts of plants and 
wood

Agroscope product 
chemistry

Active substance content and 
physicochemical properties

Plant protection 
products

Agroscope Wine analysis for export (in 
cooperation with cantonal 
laboratories where they are 
recognised by the export target 
states)

Wine

Process and product controls in the area of foodstuffs
Legislation Process controls Product 

controls
Responsibility 
for 
implementation

Performance of 
inspections

FOAG, FSVO Hygiene 
in primary 
production 
(excluding milk 
production)

Cantons Cantonal agencies 
and inspection bodies 
commissioned by them

Milk hygiene 
in primary 
production

Cantons Cantonal agencies and 
inspection bodies
commissioned by them
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Legislation Process controls Product 
controls

Responsibility 
for 
implementation

Performance of 
inspections

FSVO Meat production 
(slaughter) – 
inspections of 
slaughter-
houses

Cantons OV (Cantonal veterinary 
service)

Food processing/ 
distribution 
including 
drinking water

Cantons Food controller, food 
inspector

FSVO, FDDCPS 
(enforcement in 
the armed forces)

Food processing/
distribution 
including 
drinking water

Armed forces Food hygiene in- 
spectorate of the armed 
forces (LIA) (foodstuffs), 
Technisches 
Gebäudemanage- 
ment (TGM)
(drinking water)

FSVO Meat production 
(slaughter) 
– inspection 
of slaughter 
animals and 
meat

Meat production 
(slaughter) 
– inspection 
of slaughter 
animals and meat

Cantons OV/OA

Testing 
slaughtered pigs 
and horses for 
trichinella

Cantons Approved and 
accredited laboratories

Milk testing Cantons Suisselab AG
Processed food- 
stuffs, including 
drinking water

Cantons Cantonal laboratories

FSVO, FDDCPS 
(enforcement in 
the armed forces)

Processed 
foodstuffs 
including 
drinking water

Armed forces Food hygiene in- 
spectorate of the armed 
forces (LIA) (foodstuffs), 
Technisches 
Gebäudemanage-ment 
(TGM) (drinking water)

FSVO National foreign 
substance 
inspection 
programme
(foodstuffs of 
animal origin)

Cantons Cantonal laboratories
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Legislation Process controls Product 
controls

Responsibility 
for 
implementation

Performance of 
inspections

FSVO, FOCBS Border controls 
on plant derived 
food stuffs and 
utility articles

FSVO, FOCBS FSVO, FOCBS;
cantonal laboratories

Border controls 
on foodstuffs 
of animal origin 
and animal 
by-products 
(ABPs) from third 
countries

FSVO, FOCBS FSVO, cantonal 
laboratories

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Enforcement including controls are the responsibility of the cantonal veterinary offices. The 
FSVO is responsible for legislation and coordination.
Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO, International Affairs,  
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155, CH-3003 Bern, Switzerland
Tel: +41 58 463 30 33
E-mail: info@blv.admin.ch 
Website: http://www.blv.admin.ch/index.html

Federal Office for Agriculture website: 
https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home.html 

Federal Food Chain Unit website:  
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/das-blv/organisation/blk.html 

Codex Contact Point
Martin Müller,
Codex Contact Point for Switzerland, Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHA,
Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO, International Affairs,
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155, CH-3003 Bern, Switzerland	
Tel: +41 58 464 93 16
E-mail: codex@blv.admin.ch 
Website: http://www.blv.admin.ch/index.html
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO
Holzikofenweg 36, CH-3003 Bern, Switzerland
Email: sps@seco.admin.ch
Website: www.seco.admin.ch

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO
Holzikofenweg 36, CH-3003 Bern, Switzerland
Email: tbt@seco.admin.ch
Website: www.seco.admin.ch
    
OIE/WOAH 
Delegate: Hans Wyss
Contact point: Alexandra Briner von Oeynhausen WOAH Focal Point for Switzerland,
Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHA, Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO, 
International Affairs,
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155, CH-3003 Bern,
Switzerland
E-mail: WOAH@blv.admin.ch
Phone: +41 58 463 89 65
Website: http://www.blv.admin.ch/index.html

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/de/cc/internal-law/81#817
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Thailand

Ministry of Agriculture 
and CooperativesMinistry of Public Health

Thai Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)

Bureau of Food Safety 
Extension and Support 

(BFSES)

The National Bureau of 
Agricultural Commodity 

and Food Standards 
(ACFS)

In Thailand, the Food Act of B.E.2522 (1979) 
is aimed at protecting and preventing 
consumers from health hazards occurring 
from food consumption. According to the 
Food Act, the Ministry of Public Health is 
designated to be in charge of the execution 
of this act. 

The Act prescribes quality or standard of 
controlled food by reference to the name, 

class, kind, or nature of food produced for 
sale, import for sale or sale including principle, 
conditions and methods of production 
for sale, import for sale or sale;prescribing 
quality or standard of controlled food by 
reference to the name, class, kind, or nature 
of food produced for sale, import for sale 
or sale including principle, conditions and 
methods of production for sale, import for 
sale or sale etc.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA):

Under the Ministry of Public Health, Thai FDA 
is the organization for consumer protection 
and promotes health product operators 
for healthy people. It protects consumer’s 
health through ensuring safety, quality 
& efficacy of consumable products. Thai 
FDA looks after the processed foods and 
ensures consumer protection. Under FDA, 
Food division looks after pre-marketing 
approval and post-marketing activities, e.g. 

licensing for manufacturing and importation 
of food commodities and registration of 
specially controlled food. The purpose is to 
screen for good quality and safe food only 
to enter into markets. The main roles and 
responsibilities of Food division is setting 
up food standards and specifications as 
well as hygienic and labeling requirements; 
controlling the production and importation 
of food products; reviewing/granting 
approvals for the registrations of specially 
controlled foods; reviewing/granting 
approvals for advertisements; reviewing/
granting approvals for packaging materials; 
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inspecting food manufacturing premises 
and sellers; conducting sampling and 
quality assessments of food products; taking 
legal actions, e.g. seizure, product recalls, 
prosecution; conducting epidemiological 
studies; promoting consumer awareness and 
voluntary compliance of food manufacturers; 
controlling food-producing plants so that 

they meet national standards by using 
GMP; collaborating with other government 
agencies, the private sector as well as 
international organizations in the matters 
related to technical corporation; assembling, 
disseminating and exchanging information 
related to food; and issuing certifications, 
e.g., certificates of free sale.

Bureau of Food Safety Extension and 
Support (BFSES):

under Ministry of Public Health, BFSES is 
responsible for driving food safety strategy, 
food security and food education to promote 

good health of consumers, focusing on 
prevention, surveillance, risk analysis on the 
food safety and food consumption, develop 
recommendations on policies, strategic 
plan, action plans and approaches to be 

Organization Structure of Thai FDA

Ministry of Public Health
National Drug Policy 

Committee

National Coordinating 
Committee on Chemicals 

Management

Internal Audit Group

Public Sector Development Group

Herbal Products Division

Food and Drug Legal Group

National Food Safety 
Committee

Medical Device Committee

Cosmetic Committee

Drug Committee

Food Committee

Narcotic Revolving Fund
Information Center

Complaint & Suppression Center
Anti-Corruption Center

Senior Experts

Bureau of Cosmetic and 
Hazardous Substances

Cosmetic 
Control Group

Office of the 
Secretary

Product Control Unit Supportive Unit Internal Authorized unit Command Line Advisory

Technical and 
Planning Division

Public & Consumer Affairs 
Division

Rural and Local Consumer Health Product
Protection and Promotion Division

Hazardous Substances 
Control Group

Bureau of Import and 
Export Inspection Bureau of Drug Bureau of 

Food
Narcotics Control 

Division
Medical Devices Control 

Division

Health Products Enterprise Service

Hazardous Substances Commitee
Narcotics Control Committee

Committee on Prevention against 
Abuse of Volatile Substances

Psychotropic Substances Committee

Food and Drug Administration 
Secretary - General

Deputy Secretaries - General (3)
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implemented at provincial and municipal 
levels through integrated cooperation among 
related departments, institutes, and domestic 
and international associate networks along 
the food chain, establishes plan to handle 
and create network in managing emergency 
or crisis situation related to unsafe food 
arise domestically or internationally. Act as a 
focal point of the department and all related 
associate networks, support and improve the 
linkage of information system, knowledge, 
research and innovation including develop 
network and communication among the 
networks related to food safety and food for 
consumer’s health.

The National Bureau of Agricultural 
Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS):

 ACFS isunder the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Cooperatives, which is responsible 
for controlling agricultural products, food, 
and processed agricultural products by 
enforcing standards along the whole food 
supply chain ie. standards for agricultural 
systems, commodity & food items and food 
safety, food standards control, promotion 
of standard compliance for farms and food 
establishments. ACFS is also charged with 
accrediting Certification Bodies of agricultural 
commodities and foods, negotiating with 
international partners in order to reduce the 
non-tariff barriers to trade and improving the 
competitiveness of Thai agricultural and food 
standards. 

ACFS ask for cooperation from FDA in the 
scope of Food Safety, law and regulations.

Food testing facilities

Laboratory under Department of Agriculture
Laboratory under Department of Fisheries
Laboratory under Livestock Development
Laboratory under Department of Medical 
Science

Laboratory under Department of Science 
Service

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Thai Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
88/24 Tiwanon Road
Nonthaburi, Thailand 11000
Tel: (66) 2590 7000
Website: https://www.fda.moph.go.th/

Bureau of Food Safety Extension and 
Support (BFSES)
Building 8, Floor 7, Room 709 - 710,
 Department of Medical Sciences Tower 
Thiwanon Road Nonthaburi 11000
Tel: +66 2590 01619 - 24
Email: foodsafety_moph@hotmail.com
Website: http://www.foodsafety.moph.go.th 

The National Bureau of Agricultural 
Commodity and Food Standards (ACFS)
50 Phahonyothin Road, LadyaoChatuchak
Bangkok 10900
Tel: +662-561-2277
Email: itc@acfs.go.th
Website: https://www.acfs.go.th 
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Codex Contact Point
Director, Office of Standard Development,
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity 
and Food Standards,
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao,
Chatuchak, Bangkok, 10900
Tel: +(662) 561 3390
E-mail: codex@acfs.go.th
Website: http://www.acfs.go.th

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity 
and Food Standards (ACFS)
50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao
Chatuchak, Bangkok
Tel: +(662) 561 2277 ext. 1317
Email: sps@acfs.go.th
spsthailand@gmail.com
Website: www.acfs.go.th

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
For Technical Regulations relating to food 
and agricultural products:
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity 
and Food Standards (ACFS)
50 Phaholyothin Road, Ladyao
Chatuchak Avenue
Bangkok
Tel: +(66 2) 561 4024
Email: spsthailand@gmail.com
Website: http://www.acfs.go.th

OIE/WOAH
Director General
Department of Livestock Development
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
69/1 Phaya Thai Road
Bangkok 10400
THAILAND
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Various institutions under different line 
ministries have been engaged in control 
and regulatory activities on food. However, 
a general food act or food law still not 
available. Therefore, enforcement activities 
have been implemented based on several 
decree laws mentioning the organic 
structure and responsibilities of competent 
authorities, and some decree laws subjected 
on certain functions or food businesses. . 
In addition to this, there are other decree 

Timor-Leste
law relevant to food control system, such 
as , Decree Law No. 28/2011 Regulation of 
the Industry and Marketing of Foodstuffs, 
Decree Law No. 5/2009 on Regulation of the 
Licensing, Marketing and Quality of Potable 
Water, Decree Law No.7/2009 on Regulation 
of Restaurants and Similar Establishments, 
Decree Law No.23/2009 on Regime of 
Administrative Offences against the Economy 
and Food Security.

Food Authorities

No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

A Ministry of Health Decree Law No. 3/2019 

1 National Directorate 
for Public Health - DG 
of Health Services

1)	 Contribute to the definition of strategies and actions 
on the prevention and control of diseases derived from 
environment, paying particular attention to the issues 
related to water, sanitation, and hygiene

2)	 Contribute to the definition of health standards for 
housing, public or workplace sit-downs, industrial or 
trade industry and to monitor their compliance

2 The National 
Directorate for 
Disease Control - DG 
of Health Services

1)	 Establish health surveillance mechanism system, early 
detection, and control of diseases 

3 TWEAL Laboratory 
– National Health 
Laboratory 

1)	 Provide analytical and advisory services to the Ministry 
of Health (MoH) for the toxicity, food, water, and 
environmental sectors

NHL laboratory 1)	 Conduct laboratory-based health surveillance

B Ministry of Tourism, Commerce, and Industry (MTCI)

Decree Law No. 22/2020 on MTCI
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No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

1 National Directorate 
of Commercial 
Regulation and 
Consumer Protection 
Director General of 
Trade

1)	 Collaborate with AIFAESA and other relevant entities 
in the implementation of inspection and to promote 
consumer protection in accordance with the law

2)	 Propose preventive measures to safeguard that 
imported goods comply with the standards legally in 
force

2 National Directorate 
of Domestic Trade 
- Director General of 
Trade

1)	 Provide technical advice on the preparation and 
development of relevant programmes and legislation, 
including the regulation of specific conditions safety, 
hygiene, and location of establishments

2)	 Analyze and propose measures for the regulation of 
commercial activity, including those relating to the public 
supply and market regulation

3 National Directorate 
of Foreign Trade - 
Director General of 
Trade

1)	 Study and monitor issues relating to international trade, 
in particular the international standards in regional or 
global organizations. 

2)	 Contribute to the definition of Timor-Leste's position 
in bilateral and multilateral negotiations held under the 
World Trade Organization, as well as the negotiation on 
free trade agreements

3)	 Issue certificate of origin of the products to export
4)	 Participate in committees and working groups set up 

by international organizations that support the foreign 
trade functions

4 National Directorate 
of Industrial 
Development - 
Director General of 
Industry

1)	 Propose and implement industrial development 
programs 

5 National Directorate 
of Manufacturing 
Industry - Director 
General of Industry

1)	 support and regulateagri-industries, including agri-
food, coffee and agrochemicals, in consultation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

2)	 supporting, classifying, and regulating the food industry, 
in consultation with the services of the Ministry of Health
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No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

6 National Directorate 
of Support and 
Development to 
Micro,
Small and Medium 
Enterprises - Director 
General of Industry

1)	 conduct surveys/studies and recommendation on the 
development programmes, formulate policies, carry out 
technical assistance to micro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises

2)	 develop the manuals of procedures for micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises

3)	 design, implement and evaluate the policy to support 
the development of micro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises, in coordination with the other relevant 
institutions

4)	 monitor and evaluate the activities of the micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises

7 Timor-Leste Institute 
for Quality (IQTL)
DL No 10/2018, 
amended by DL no 
15/2021

1)	 establish a national system of quality, covering 
standardization, qualification, and metrology relevant 
to product and services (national policy, laboratory 
system, standards units of measure according to the 
International System (IS), quality identifying marks

2)	 promote and disseminate the systems throughout the 
national territory

3)	 establishment of protocols and strategic partnerships 
with public and private entities, as well as scientific and 
technological entities 

8 Business Registration 
and Verification 
Service (SERVE)

1)	 register companies and entrepreneurs on behalf of 
individual

2)	 issue the Unique Number of the Company, the 
entrepreneur and the entrepreneur on an individual 
behalf

3)	 issue commercial registration certificates
4)	 check the legal situation of the company, entrepreneur 

or the entrepreneur on an individual's behalf
5)	 Issue and renew the Authorization for the Exercise of 

Activities
6)	 promote and facilitate the processing of the licensing of 

commercial activities, as well as their renewal
7)	 promoting and facilitating the obtaining of an 

appropriate visa for the foreign entrepreneur or investor, 
in accordance with the legislation in force

8)	 submit to the competent authority the application for 
company liquidation, in the terms defined in this Decree-
Law

4)	 create and update a database on the registration and 
licensing of commercial activities.
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No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

C Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
DL No.19/2019 Organic of Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

1 National Directorate 
for Veterinary - DG 
of Fisheries and 
Veterinary 

1)	 collaborate in the formulation of health policies and 
animal protection and veterinary public health

2)	 ensure the operation of a veterinary laboratory 
accordance with international standards

3)	 Evaluate, authorize, control, and inspect the marketing 
and use of veterinary drugs

4)	 Ensure the control and health certification of animals 
for the purposes of import and export

2 National Directorate 
for Quarantine and 
Biosecurity - DG 
of Cooperation and 
Development of

Institution

1)	 Apply quarantine measures where this is necessary, 
by carrying out the inspections of any item, cargo or 
merchandise, live animals or live plants, products derived 
from or of animal or plant origin

2)	 import and export authorizations of certain goods, 
seeds, soils, products or living beings, in coordination 
with the other services 

3 National Directorate 
for Agriculture and 
Horticulture – DG of 
Agriculture

1)	 Implement projects aimed at increasing and improving 
the quality of agricultural and horticultural products

2)	 ensure the development and implementation of specific 
programmes on the management and control of phasing 
and diseases of agricultural and horticultural products

3)	 Issue technical opinions onthe import or export of 
agricultural and horticultural products as to assist DNQB 

4)	 Participate in the licensing procedures of commercial 
activities related to their legal competences

4 National Directorate 
for Space Planning of 
the Sea,
Capture and 
Management of 
Aquatic Resources 
- DG for Fisheries, 
Aquaculture and 
Marine Resources

1)	 implement programmes to increase the quantity and 
quality of fishing products

2)	 define and observe the technical, hygiene and sanitary 
requirements in the production and processing, 
transportation, storage and distribution of fishery 
products, aquaculture, and sea

3)	 develop and implement rules that establish the quality 
standards and sanitary conditions applicable to 
handling, transport, storage, processing, and marketing 
of fish
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No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

5 National Directorate 
for Inspection of 
Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources 
- DG for Fisheries, 
Aquaculture and 
Marine Resources

1)	 the inspection of fishing activities and aquaculture, in 
particular in the context of the aquatic resources

D Coordinating Ministry for Economy

1 AIFAESA, IP
DL No.26/2016 
Establishment of 
AIFAESA

1)	 verify the conformity of foodstuffs with relevant 
legislation

2)	 Check the conformity of the quality of the water for 
public consumption, bottled, of the public network, or of 
reservoirs and springs used by the populations, with the 
legislation on the matter

3)	 prohibit the manufacture, storage, distribution or 
commercialization of food products, as well as seizure 
and destruction in accordance with the law

4)	 verify the conformity of the hygiene and health 
conditions of food vehicles and slaughter, processing, 
manufacturing, distribution, handling, sale and placing 
of foodstuffs to the consumer

5)	 Supervise the places where any industrial, commercial, 
agricultural or service activity is carried out

6)	 to monitor the marketing chain of products of plant 
origin and products of animal origin, including fishery 
and aquaculture products

7)	 to monitor the quality, authenticity, composition, food 
additives and other similar substances, and the labelling 
of foodstuffs and feeding stuffs

8)	 To supervise ports and airports
9)	 Supervise restaurants and similar establishments
10)	 To order the suspension of the activities or the closure of 

the places of production and commercialization of food 
or services, as well as the closure of establishments and 
places of public use, according to the law

11)	 Take samples at the places where they carry out 
inspections and send for laboratory analysis by the 
competent authorities

12)	 Issue opinions, recommendations and warnings in 
matters related to human nutrition, animal health and 
welfare, plant health and genetically modified organisms, 
in articulation with scientific and laboratory entities
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No Institution Food control responsibilities mandated by legislation

13)	 Collect and analyze data for the purpose of 
characterization and assessment of risks which have a 
direct or indirect impact on the elimination, reduction or 
prevention of risks in the food chain

14)	 To monitor national technical participation in the 
different international bodies for food quality control

15)	 Propose the definition of the strategy of communication 
of risks in the food chain and health problems of 
its competence, proposing contents, means of 
communication and communication target groups

16)	 Enforcing food law enforcement Ensure compliance with 
the National Plan for the Control of Animal Wastes, in 
articulation with the competent departments in the 
veterinary area

17)	 Implement, in conjunction with the relevant departments 
in the area of ​​agriculture, the Official Program for the 
Control of Pesticide Residues in Products of Plant Origin

E Ministry of Public Works

ANAS, IP 
Decree Law No. 
38/2020

proposes, monitors, and ensures the implementation of

national policy in the field of water resources, ensure their 
sustainable and integrated management, as well as the 
supervision and supervision of service sectors public 
water supply, water sanitation, urban waste and urban 
solid waste

F Ministry of Finance 

ALFANDEGA (The 
Customs Authority)

Decree Law No. 2/2020 
Organic Structure of 
the Customs Authority 

control of the entire national customs territory for the 
purposes of tax, economic and protection of society, in 
particular in the field of safety, the environment,public 
culture and health and, with the administration of taxes 
and customs fees through: 

1)	 Updating laws to enhance organizational efficiencies
2)	 Automating and streamlining procedures to improve our 

Customs-to-business relationship
3)	 Introducing new technologies to increase the efficiency 

and effectiveness of trade, which has reduced costs and 
increased our revenue collection; and

4)	 Improved Customs official’s workplace through training, 
skills development, and the embodiment of core values 
into daily activities.
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Food testing facilities

The National Health Laboratory.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health
CHQG+639, Díli, Timor-Leste
Tel: +670 333 1113
Email:
Website:https://www.ms.gov.tl/

Ministry of Tourism, Commerce, and Industry (MTCI)
AV. DOM BOAVENTURA NO. 16, SERVICES DEVELOPMENT, MANDARIN DILI, TIMOR-LESTE
Tel: +333 1206
Email: INFO@MTCI.GOV.TL
Website: https://mtci.gov.tl/

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries
Comoro, Dili Timor Lesre
E-mail(s): renvi2001@yahoo.com
Website: gov.east-timor.org/MAFF/contactus.htm 

AIFAESA, IP
Website: https://www.aifaesaip.tl/

Codex Contact Point
Dr. Odete da Silva Viegas,
Director General for Health Services Delivery
Ministry of Health
Rua do Palácio das Cinzas
Dili, Timor-Leste
Tel: +670 7754 6549, +670
E-mail: timorcodex@gmail.com

OIE/WOAH
Dr Joanita Bendita Da Costa Jong
National Director of Veterinary Directorate
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Avenida Presidente Nicolao Lobato N°5 Comoro
DILI
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Food safety is multi-
ministerial.

yy The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Rural Development (MAEDR) with:

- 	 The direction of agriculture by 
ensuring the promotion of the 
quality of agricultural and food 
products;

- 	 The Livestock Department by 
ensuring the health of the animals 
and food products;

- 	 The Department of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (DPA) by ensuring the 
quality of fishery and fish farming 
products;

- 	 The plant protection department 
(DPV) by ensuring the protection 
and health of plants (phytosanitary) 

- 	O NAF (National Slaughterhouse and 
Refrigeration Office) responsible for 
animal slaughter;

-	 Laboratory of physico-chemical 
food analyzes of the Togolese 
Institute of Agronomic Research 
(ITRA), second reference laboratory 
approved by the interministerial 
decree N°003/MDPRCPSP/MAEP of 
April 10, 2009 for food analyzes .

yy The Ministry of Water and Village 
Water Resources (MEHV) by ensuring 
universal, equitable and sustainable 

Togo
access to drinking water ;

yy The Ministry of Health and Public 
Hygiene and Universal Access to Care 
(MSHPAUS) through:

- 	 The Directorate of Basic Hygiene 
and Sanitation (DHAB) through the 
Sanitary Control and Inspection 
Division (DCIS) in the interior of the 
country and the Public Hygiene 

- 	 Division (DHP) in the land and air 
borders check the hygienic and 
sanitary condition of food inside 
and at points of entry.

yy The Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
Local Consumption (MCICL) through:

-	 The Department of Internal Trade 
and Competition (DCIC) controlling 
the quality of goods, products and 
services (including food products);

-	 The Directorate General for Industry 
(DGI) by promoting and controlling 
the geographical location of 
industrial units in order to promote 
local raw materials and protect the 
environment;

-	 The Local Products Processing 
Department (DTPL) by ensuring 
the availability of good quality 
food agricultural raw materials at 
competitive prices;

-	 The Product Packaging 
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Department (DCP) by preventing 
and reprimanding fraud in the 
packaging of agricultural products 
and their derivatives (therefore 
agricultural food products).

Food testing facilities

The laboratories that ensure the control of 
food products are under the authority of 
different ministries. It reports either to the 
Ministry of Health, or to Commerce or to the 
Ministry of Agriculture or to the Ministry of 
Higher Education. The laboratories involved in 
the control are; - National Institute of Hygiene 
(INH) - Togolese Institute of Agronomic 
Research / Directorate of Laboratories (ITRA/
DL) - Laboratory of the National Institute 
of Hygiene (INH) - Microbiology and food 
control laboratory (LAMICODA) - Central 
Veterinary Laboratory. (LCV) - Laboratory 
of applied hydrology and environment. 
(LHAE) at the national level, the INH, ITRA 
and LAMICODA laboratories are identified to 
carry out the analyzes to ensure the safety 
of food before it is placed on the market. 
The Center of Public Health Emergency 
Operations (COUSP) of the Ministry of Health 
coordinates the withdrawal and food recall 
under the international health regulations 
IHR. The Directorate of Livestock conducts 
on risk assessments related to epizootics 
based on international experts; Laboratories 

LAMICODA, LARASE, LHAE and CERSA from 
the University of Lomé conduct research on 
the risks of contamination by pesticides and 
metallic trace elements

Food Safety at Regional and 
Local Levels

Inspections of food products are carried out 
at the entry point of the country. Health 
control of foods by laboratories is centralized 
at Lomé level (local level). Controls of 
products of animal origin are carried out at 
both local and regional level.

Sanitary inspection is carried out by several 
structures (according to Codex standards, 
BPF/BPH). However, it is ITRA that issues food 
safety certificates. Animal health inspections 
and certifications are carried out according 
to OMSA and Codex standards. Phytosanitary 
inspections and certifications are carried 
out according to international standards for 
phytosanitary measures and according to 
international guidelines

Codex Contact Point
Mme HANVI Dédé Mawulé,
Point de Contact Codex du Togo,
Institut Togolais de Recherche Agronomique,
BP: 1163, Lomé, Togo
Tel: + 228 225 21 48
E-mail: hanvinatacha@yahoo.fr
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WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Monsieur Ahoro Atchindé AMAKOUE
Direction du Commerce Extérieur
Ministère du commerce et de la promotion du secteur privé
Ancien immeuble BCEAO, Place des Martyrs
Lomé
B.P. 383
Tel: +(228) 22 21 20 25/90 29 25 72

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Simon OGNANDOU
Chargé d’études à la Direction du Commerce Extérieur
Ministère du Commerce et de la Promotion du Secteur Privé
BP: 383 Lomé-Togo
BP 383
Tel: +(00 228) 22 47 73 48; +(00 228) 90 96 46 94
Email: s.ognandou@yahoo.fr

Contact for food legislation  : s.ognandou@yahoo.fr

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Komla Batassé Batawui
Membre du Conseil, Conseiller spécial du ministre chargé de l’élevage
Ministère de l’Agriculture, de l’Elevage et du Développement Rural
59 rue de la Kozah Lomé
LOME
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The legal foundation for food safety in Turkey 
is Law No. 5996 on Veterinary Services, Plant 
Health, Food and Feed. Law No. 5996 covers 
provisions contained in Regulations (EC) 
No.178/2002, No. 852/2004, No. 853/2004,No. 
854/2004, No. 882/2004 as well as relevant 
provisions in various other EU regulations 
with regard to veterinary and phytosanitary 
issues. Infringement of food regulations can 
lead to measures under criminal law and 
consumer damage claims (under the Law No. 
6502), whereby the final decision rests with 

Turkey
the courts. 

Government measures with regard to food 
safety are often based on scientific risk 
assessments. However, the final decision 
on the legality of governmental measures 
rests with the courts. Although there is 
no institutional separation in Turkey, risk 
management is procedurally separated 
from risk assessment, which is undertaken 
by scientific commissions. Risk assessment 
results are not yet regularly published.

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (TOB):

 TOB is responsible for food and feed safety, 
including veterinary and phyto-sanitary 
aspects. The TOB aims to protect public health, 
plant and animal health, animal welfare and 
consumer interests, taking into consideration 
the protection of the environment.

The TOB is responsible for official controls 
and inspections at all stages of the food and 
feed chain.  To protect human and animal 

health, the TOB cooperates with the Ministry 
of Health (SB) and other relevant institutions 
with regard to the monitoring of certain 
zoonotic diseases and agents, foodborne 
outbreaks and antimicrobial resistance. 
The TOB in Ankara consists of twenty-one 
units, three of them are involved in the 
development and enforcement of food and 
feed safety, veterinary policy and phyto-
sanitary policy (i.e. the General Directorate 
of Food and Control (GKGM), General 
Directorate of Plant Production (BÜGEM), 
General Directorate of Agricultural Research 



332 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

and Policies (TAGEM)).

Ministry of Health (SB):

SB is responsible for specific aspects in 
the area of food safety. The SB prepares 
legislation and is responsible for inspection 
and control of the quality of water intended 
for human consumption, natural mineral 
water, health claims, dietary foods for special 
medical purposes, as well as products which 
do not require a prescription but have been 
scientifically and clinically proven to be 
used as drugs, including enteral nutritional 
products. In addition, epidemiologic research 
is coordinated by the General Directorate 
of Public Health. The SB is represented by 
Provincial Health Directorates (PHDs) in the 
provinces and District Health Directorate 
(DHDs) at the district level.

General Directorate of Food and Control 
(GKGM): 

GKGM is a unit within the TOB which is 
responsible for developing policies and 
preparing legislation, as well as for the 
subsequent enforcement, control and 
inspection of food and feed safety, animal 
health, animal welfare and plant health at the 
central level (from farm to fork). The GKGM 
is also responsible for conducting scientific 
risk assessments which are carried out by 
scientific commissions under the umbrella of 
the Risk Assessment Department.

General Directorate of Plant Production 
(BÜGEM): 

BÜGEM is a unit within the TOB which is 
responsible for the determination and 

inspection of standards and the convenience 
of use of agricultural inputs and production 
technologies, such as the organic production 
of agricultural products.

General Directorate of Agricultural 
Research and Policies (TAGEM): 

TAGEM is a unit within the TOB and is involved 
in agricultural research in the field of plant 
health, animal health, food and feed safety, 
animal husbandry, fishery, horticulture and 
field crops in order to identify the priorities 
and strategies of agricultural research and 
development, taking into account the 
national development plans, and to prepare 
and implement measures in those areas.

Some specific areas such as residues of plant 
protection products and veterinary drugs, 
heavy metals and other contaminants, 
mycotoxins, additives and microbiological 
criteria are studied in research institutions 
and laboratories, such as the Plant 
Protection Central Research Institute and the 
Veterinarian Central Research and Control 
Institute. Some of the laboratories associated 
with TAGEM conduct laboratory analyses 
of samples collected during food, feed, 
animal health and phyto-sanitary control 
and inspections under the supervision of the 
GKGM.

The tasks of evaluating applications related 
to MOs and their associated products, 
performing the secretarial tasks of the 
committees and other duties specified in the 
Biosafety Law and related regulations are 
carried out by the TAGEM.
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Implementation of Law/Standards: 
There are 81 provinces and 914 districts in 
Turkey. The TOB is represented by local TOB 
offices (PAFDs and DAFDs) in all provinces 
and 914 districts. Most of the practical 
implementation and enforcement activities 
are carried out by 81 Provincial Agricultural 
and Forestry Directorates (PAFDs) and 914 
District Agricultural and Forestry Directorates 
(DAFDs), with a vertical chain of command 
between the two. 

Food testing facilities: 

Laboratory services for animal health, 
plant health as well as food and feed 
safety are provided by eight veterinary 
control and research institutes, eight 
plant protection research institutes, four 
quarantine laboratories, 39 provincial control 
laboratories, one food control and central 
research institute, and one National Food 
Reference Laboratory under the supervision 
of the GKGM. There are also 98 private 

laboratories operating with the authorization 
of the GKGM. Details of four largest provincial 
food and feed control laboratories are as 
follows:

1)	 National Food Reference Laboratory - 
Ankara, Turkey

	 Phone: +90 (312) 327 41 81;
	 E-mail: ugrl@tarim.gov.tr
2)	 Ankara Provincial Food Control 

Laboratory Directorate - Ankara, Turkey
	 Phone: + 90 (312) 315 00 89;
	 E-mail: ankara.gidalab@tarim.gov.tr
3)	 Istanbul Provincial Food Control 

Laboratory Directorate - Istanbul, Turkey
	 Phone: + 90 (212) 663 39 61 or + 90 (212) 

663 39 62;
	 E-mail: istanbul.gidalab@tarim.gov.tr
4)	 Izmir Provincial Food Control Laboratory 

Directorate - Izmir, Turkey
	 Phone: + 90 (232) 435 14 81 or + 90 (232) 

435 66 37;
	 E-mail: izmir.gidalab@tarim.gov.tr

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health website: https://www.saglik.gov.tr/?_Dil=2 

General Directorate of Food and Control (GDFC)
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MinAF)
Üniversiteler Mah. Dumlupınar Bulvarı, No: 161, 06800, 
Yeni Bina 4-5-6-7.kat Çankaya/Ankara, Turkey 
Phone: + 90 (312) 287 33 60 ; Fax : +90 (312) 258 76 93
Website: https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/ 
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Codex Contact Point
[https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/en/]
CCP for Türkiye, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
General Directorate of Food and Control, 
Department of Food Establishments and Codex, 
Eskisehir Yolu 9.KM Lodumlu, Ankara, 
TURKEY	 Tel: +90 312 258 77 30 
E-mail: kodeks@tarim.gov.tr 
Website: http://www.tarim.gov.tr 

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point 
[https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/sps-nep]
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry  
General Directorate of Food and Control, Universiteler Mah. Dumlupinar Bulvari, 
No: 161, 06800, Cankaya, Ankara
Email: sps@tarimorman.gov.tr 
Phone: +(90 312) 258 7610 +(90 312) 258 7607 
Website: https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
Ministry of Trade  
DG Product Safety and Inspection 
T.C. Ticaret Bakanligi  
Söðütözü Mah. 2176. Sk.  
No:63, Çankaya  
Ankara, 06530
Email: tbt@ticaret.gov.tr 
Phone: +(90 312) 204 89 75; +(90 312) 204 9286 
Website: http://www.teknikengel.gov.tr

OIE/WOAH 
[https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/]
Dr Durali Koçak, Director General, General Directorate of Food and Control – Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry.
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Food safety is an essential element of 
food security, especially in the UAE, which 
depends on imports for meeting a large part 
of its food needs. The UAE took the following 
measures to ensure food safety.

1.	 Passed a law on food safety
2.	 Introduced National Food Accreditation 

and Registration System
3.	 Launched the National Rapid Alert 

System for Food
4.	 Applied control of imported food for 

non-trading purposes.

Federal law on food safety

In January 2016, the late H. H. Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan approved the  Federal 
Law No. 10 of 2015 on Food Safety  (PDF, 
250 KB). The  law imposes standards and 
regulations for maintaining the safety and 
quality of food and ensuring the protection 
of public health and consumers. The law 
imposes strict penalties on those found to 
be endangering food safety across the UAE. 
Some aspects of the food law are:

yy No food may be imported into the 
country for the first time without 
approval of Ministry of Climate Change 
and Environment.

yy Those dealing in food or products that 
contain pork or alcohol or any of their 

United Arab Emirates (UAE)
by-products without permission face a 
prison term of not less than a month and 
a fine of up to AED 500,000.

yy Misleading consumers by publishing 
a false description of food or using 
incorrect labels will attract a fine ranging 
from AED 10,000 to 100,000.

  The law authorises Ministry of Economy 
to impose fines of up to AED 100,000 for 
other offences, provided that these offences 
are regulated by the Cabinet.  Through its 
National Food Safety Committee, the Ministry 
of Climate Change & Environment works 
with its partners on implementing the law on 
safety of food and its executive regulations, 
which includes strict controls and standards 
to ensure food safety throughout the food 
chain.

National Food Accreditation 
and Registration System

As per the Ministerial Decree No. 239 of 
2018 on National Food Accreditation and 
Registration System (250 KB, PDF in Arabic), 
food whether imported or locally produced 
or modified on its food label or ingredients 
or composition must be registered in 
the  electronic system (ZAD), which is an 
integrated smart platform for food products 
data,  before being handled in the UAE’s 
markets.
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The National Rapid Alert 
System for Food

(https://www.moccae.gov.ae/en/media-
center/news/26/1/2018/ministry-of-climate-
change -and- environment- organizes-
workshop-on-national-rapid-alert-system-
for food.aspx?page=1#page=1)

The  National Rapid Alert System for 
Food was launched in 2017 to ensure proper 
implementation of response measures when 
serious food risks are detected. The system 
identifies the mechanisms of managing food 
risk alerts as well as banning and lifting of 
bans on adulterated and misbranded food.

The components of the system include: 
assignment of responsibilities and roles, 
identifying types of food alerts, identifying 
the criteria to report food incidents, including 
border rejection of food and adulterated 
products in the market. The system applies a 
classification matrix to the food incidents as 
either high, medium or low. It also includes 
the triggers for the classification, namely 
the severity of risk to public health, the size 
and scale of an incident and the number of 
people affected by it.	

Controlling imported food 
for non-trading purposes

According to  Ministerial Decree No. 14 

Abu Dhabi Agriculture 
and Food Safety  

Authority

Ministry of Climate 
Change & Environment

The Food Control 
Department - Dubai 

Municipality

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

of 2016 on Controlling of Imported Food 
for Non-trading Purpose  (300 KB, PDF in 
Arabic), personal food is allowed to be 
imported through the country’s borders 
with a restriction on specific types and 
quantities.  Food packages should have 
clear and non-removable labels that include 
the names of stakeholders except for the 
food which passengers bring. Imported 
food should enclose documents issued 
by the carrier in the country of origin. The 
documents must have full details of the 
imported foods.

The UAE is a signatory to the  World Trade 
Organization Agreement on the Application 
of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
SPS  (PDF, 350 KB). The agreement sets 
provisions on how governments can apply 
food safety and animal and plant health 
measures.

Read more on  food safety  on the website 
of the  Ministry of Climate Change & 
Environment.

Food Safety Authorities

Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety 
Authority ensures food safety in the emirate 
of Abu Dhabi and guarantees that the food is 
fit for human consumption. It also conducts 
the necessary research and studies on 
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safe food and issue rules, regulations and 
standards on food items sold or offered for 
human consumption.

In the emirates of  Dubai  and  Sharjah, food 
safety falls under the scope of the respective 
municipal authorities.

Local municipalities  oversee food safety 
requirements and ensure that products 
have correct labels and expiry dates for 
consumption. They conduct random 
inspections across all food stuff stores and 

restaurants to ensure the quality of food 
supplied and to ensure that it is suitable for 
people to eat.

Food testing facilities:

Official Laboratory
yy Dubai Central Laboratory (DCL) 

Central Testing Laboratory in Abu Dhabi 
(CTL)

Official Competence
yy Government labs

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Emirates Authority for Standards & Metrology
www.esma.gov.ae

Codex Contact Point:
Ms. Khadija Qalandari,
Ministry of Industry & Advanced Technology
Tel: +97142944434
E-mail: kqalandari@moiat.gov.ae
Website: National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
Ministry of Climate Change and Environment 
SPS Notification and Enquiry Points 
United Arab Emirates 
E-mail: uaesps@moccae.gov.ae 
Dubai
Email: uaesps@moccae.gov.ae 
Website: http://www.moccae.gov.ae
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WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
Ministry of Industry & Advanced Technology (MOIAT) 
Tel.: (+971) (4) 2084456 
FAX: 
P.O. Box 2166 
Abu Dubai
Email: uaetbt@moiat.gov.ae 
Phone: Tel.: (+971) (4) 2084456 
Website: www.moiat.gov.ae

OIE/WOAH 
Dr Kaltham Ali Kayaf
Head of Laboratory Pesticides Analysis and Residues section
National Laboratories Ministry of Climate Change and Environment
P.O. Box 926 Dubaï
Dubai

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards:
For below mentioned information, check the website ‘www.adfca.ae’

Food safety awareness - Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority

Tips for safe food - Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority

Food rumours - AAbu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority

Policies and Legislations on food safety, agriculture and animal health - Abu Dhabi 

Agriculture and Food Safety Authority

The food safety website - Dubai Municipality

Import and re-export requirements for food stuff - The Food Control Department - Dubai 
Municipality

Food code (PDF, 1MB)- Dubai Municipality

Law No. 2 for 2008 with respect to food within the emirate of Abu Dhabi - Abu Dhabi 
Agriculture and Food Safety Authority (PDF, 100 KB)

Food safety - Ministry of Climate Change & Environment

Sharjah Food Safety Programme

https://epingalert.org/en/EnquiryPoint/tbt-nep

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/ 15598/

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
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The food regulatory system in United 
Kingdom involves multiple bodies who 
take a collaborative, UK-wide approach to 
policy making. A 4-country approach -- as 
described by Food Standards Agency (FSA)-- 
explains how the  food policy areas are split 
across the UK. It involves civil servants from 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales working together to achieve desired 
outcomes across the UK. The working of four 
countries is as under:

yy 	the Food Standards Agency’s remit 
covers three countries –  (England, 
Northern Ireland, and Wales) and have 
different policy responsibilities within 
these countries.

yy Food Standards Scotland (FSS), 
an independent public body, has 
responsibility for food policy in Scotland.

yy devolution has resulted in different 
policy requirements, accountabilities 
and priorities across the four countries.

A commitment to four-country working 
ensures that we can effectively protect 
public health and consumer interests 
across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Practically speaking, a four-country approach 
involves collaborative working practices at all 
levels of organisation.

Devolved policy 
responsibilities

Public health is a devolved matter and in 
relation to food this covers - 

yy 	food and feed safety and hygiene
yy 	nutrition and health claims, standards 

and labelling
yy 	food compositional standards and 

labelling

This means that Ministers in England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have 
powers to regulate in these areas in those 
countries. In relation to food and feed safety 
and hygiene, Ministers are advised by FSA 
and FSS.

This devolution of power has led to differing 
governance, accountability and delivery 
models for the FSA across England, Northern 
Ireland, and Wales, and for the FSS in Scotland.

These differences include:

yy 	the creation of independent food 
advisory committees for food safety and 
standards issues in Northern Ireland and 
Wales

yy 	alternate delivery bodies for official 
controls in Northern Ireland

yy 	alignment with different policy 
requirements, such as those set out in 
the Welsh Language Act

Policy responsibilities within each country 
also differ. The Food Standards Agency (FSA) 
is responsible for different policy areas across 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Summary of the policy 
area and the responsible 
department by country

England
Here is how certain food policy areas are split 
in England:

yy 	food and feed safety and hygiene –FSA

United Kingdom
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yy 	nutrition health claims and nutrition 
labelling - Department  of Health and 
Social Care

yy 	food compositional standards and 
labelling - Department  of Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs

Northern Ireland
Here is how certain food policy areas are split 
in Northern Ireland:

yy 	food and feed safety and hygiene - FSA
yy 	nutrition health claims and nutrition 

labelling - FSA
yy 	food compositional standards and 

labelling - FSA

Wales
yy Here is how certain food policy areas are 

split in Wales:
yy 	food and feed safety and hygiene - FSA
yy 	nutrition health claims and nutrition 

labelling - Welsh Government 
yy 	food compositional standards and 

labelling – FSA

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Food Standards Agency (FSA):

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) operates in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland and has 
different policy responsibilities within these 
countries.

FSA is responsible for food safety and food 
hygiene in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. It works with local authorities to 
enforce food safety regulations and its staff 

work in meat plants to check the standards 
are being met.

The FSA also has responsibility for labelling 
policy in Wales and Northern Ireland, and for 
nutrition policy in Northern Ireland.

FSA  is a non-ministerial department, 
supported by 7 agencies and public bodies.

Food Standards Scotland (FSS):

Food Standards Scotland    is apublic non-
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ministerial office, a body independent of 
Government and accountable to the Scottish 
Parliament with a statutory duty to protect 
consumers’interests in Scotland. On 1 April 
2015, it took on the functions that the Food 
Standards Agency in Scotland previously 
carried out and it covers the same range 
of policy areas as the FSA does in Northern 
Ireland

The Food (Scotland) Act 2015   established 
Food Standards Scotland as a non-ministerial 
office. It is part of the Scottish Administration 
and sits alongside, but independent from the 
Scottish Government. It is primarily funded 
by the Scottish Government, but charges fees 
to recover costs for regulatory functions.

Food Standard Scotland’s role is comparable 
with the Food Standards Agency’s. It 
develops policies, provides consumer and 
business guidance, advises stakeholders, and 
enforces food regulations. FSS works closely 
alongside the FSA to achieve shared results.

The  FSA and FSS have a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in place. The  FSA-
FSS  MoU was originally written and signed 
in 2015, when responsibilities for FSA policy 
areas in Scotland were transferred to Food 
Standards Scotland. It has been jointly 
reviewed and updated by experts in both 
organisations to ensure it is fit for purpose in 
the post EU transition regulatory regime. 

The FSA-FSS MoU sets out the principles that 
will underpin the relationship between the 
two organisations. It provides a high-level 
summary of the commitments made by 
the FSA and FSS on how we will work together, 

and defines our working relationship in detail 
across key areas of work.

The updated MoU was signed 
by FSA and FSS CEOs in June 2023

The FSA Food and Feed Law Guide

The Food and Feed Law Guide  

https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
media/document/food-and-feed-law-guide-
july-2020.pdf

Food Safety at Regional and 
Local levels

FSA maintain  a published list of food and 
feed legislation that applies in  England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.   The  Food and 
Feed Law Guide  is a useful reference tool for 
businesses, local authorities and others that 
have an interest in following food and feed 
law requirements.  

Division of responsibility for 
food and feed law in the UK

Feed and food safety and standards are 
devolved matters in the UK. The FSA has 
responsibility at central Government level for 
the main body of feed and food safety law in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, with 
dedicated offices working to the relevant 
Parliaments in England and Wales and to the 
Northern Ireland Assembly. Food Standards 
Scotland (FSS) was established 1 April 2015 
as the national food body for Scotland, with 
responsibility for those central Government 
functions previously carried out by the FSA in 
Scotland. FSS publish a Scotland Food & Feed 
Law Guide on their website https://www.
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foodstandards.gov.scot/publications-and-
research/publications/scottish-food-and-
feed-law-guide.

Following machinery of government changes 
introduced in 2010, FSA responsibilities for 
food law across England Wales and Northern 
Ireland is no longer harmonised. 

yy In England, Defra is responsible for food 
labelling, other than for matters of food 
safety such as ‘Use By’ dates and allergens 
labelling etc. The Department of Health 

has central government responsibility 
for nutrition-related food legislation in 
England (Table 1).

yy In Wales, the FSA retains responsibility 
for general food labelling. The Welsh 
Government is Responsible for nutrition-
related food legislation (Table 2). 

yy In Northern Ireland the FSA retains 
responsibility for general food labelling 
and nutrition-related food legislation 
(Table 3).

Table 1: England

General Import 
Controls

Labelling Composition 
& Standards

Biological Safety Chemical 
Safety

Biotechnology

The FSA Food safety, 
Traceability, 
Hygiene 
controls, food 
incidents 
Rapid food 
safety alerts via 
EU and WHO/
FAO systems 

Public 
health 
aspects 
of food & 
feed

Food Safety 
aspects (inc. 
allergens) only 
Feed safety, 
nutritional 
content and 
PARNUTS

Standards for 
feed materials 
as set out 
in the feed 
catalogue

Transmissible 
Spongiform 
Encephalopathies 
(TSEs)*

Food and feed 
additives, 
Contaminants, 
Food contact 
materials 
Chemical 
Safety of Feed

Genetically Modified 
(GM) food and feed

Defra (and 
Defra 
Agencies)

Animal By-
Products Feed 
ban

Animal By-
products

All - Beef 
Labelling & 
protected 
food names 
Labelling 
General where 
not related to 
food safety or 
nutrition

Organic 
Products 
Composition 
& Standards 
except for 
food for 
particular 
nutritional 
uses

TSEs Medicated 
feed, Specified 
Feed Additives, 
Residues of 
Veterinary 
Products 
(VMD2 )

N/A

Dept. of 
Health and 
Social Care 
(DHSC)

N/A N/A Foods for 
Specific Groups 
Nutrition and 
Nutritional 
Health claims

N/A N/A N/A N/A

HSE 
Chemicals 
Regulation 
Division 
(CRD)

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Pesticide 
Residues 
Biocide 
products

N/A

* In relation to specified risk material, mechanically separated meat and slaughtering techniques



343 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

Table 2: Wales
General Import 

Controls
Labelling Composition 

& Standards
Biological Safety Chemical Safety Biotechnology

The FSA Traceability, 
Hygiene,  
Rapid food 
safety alerts 
via EU and 
WHO/FAO 
systems

Public 
Health 
aspects 
of food & 
feed

All General 
Labelling, Food 
safety aspects

All except 
for organic 
products

Transmissible 
Spongiform 
Encephalopathies 
(TSEs)3 in relation 
to food for human 
consumption

Food and feed 
additives, 
Contaminants, 
Food contact 
materials, 
Chemical Safety 
of Feed

Genetically 
Modified (GM) 
food

Welsh 
Government

Animal By-
Products Feed 
ban

Animal By-
products

Nutrition and 
Nutritional 
Health Claims 
Foods for 
Specific 
Groups, Beef 
Labelling & 
protected food 
names

Organic 
Products

TSEs in relation to 
animal disease

Medicated 
feed, Specified 
Feed Additives, 
Residues of 
Veterinary 
Products

N/A

HSE (CRD) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Pesticide 
Residues

N/A

Table 3: Northern Ireland
General Import 

Controls
Labelling Composition & 

Standards
Biological Safety Chemical Safety Biotechnology

The FSA Traceability, 
Hygiene, Rapid 
Alert System 
for Food and 
Feed (RASFF)

Public 
Health 
aspects of 
food and 
feed

All General 
Labelling, 
Food Safety 
aspects, 
Foods for 
Specific 
Groups, 
Nutrition 
& Health 
Claims

All except 
for organic 
products

Transmissible 
Spongiform 
Encephalopathies 
(TSEs)

e.g. additives, 
contaminants, 
food contact 
materials

Genetically 
Modified (GM) 
food

Department 
of Agriculture, 
Environment 
and Rural Affairs 
(DAERA)

Animal By-
Products Feed 
ban

N/A Beef 
Labelling & 
protected 
food names

Organic 
Products

TSEs Chemical 
Safety of Feed, 
Medicated 
feed, Specified 
Feed Additives, 
Residues of 
Veterinary 
Products

N/A

HSE (CRD) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Pesticide 
Residues

N/A

Food Standards Scotland

FSS is the non-ministerial government 
department of the Scottish Government 
responsible for food safety, food standards, 
nutrition, food labelling, feed official controls 
and meat inspection in Scotland. 

Food Standards Scotland works closely with 
Local Authority Officers to make sure feed 
and food law is applied throughout the food 
chain. We work in partnership with all 32 
Local Authorities across Scotland to ensure 
that feed and food law is maintained and 
monitored in their area.
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Local Authorities: Contact 
details for local authorities 
in Scotland can be found here: 

https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/
contact-us/local-authorities

Local Authority approvals

In the UK, authorities have to approve 
establishments that handle, prepare or 
produce products of animal origin, according 
to Retained Regulation 853/2004 and publish 
lists of these approved establishments, each 
corresponding to a different food sector.  

For details of approved establishments 
in Scotland please see - FSS approved 
establishments | Food Standards Scotland

For  lists of Approved Establishments in the 
rest of the  UK, please see Approved food 
establishments | Food Standards Agency

EU Exit

Prior to leaving the EU all food law in the UK 
operated in accordance with relevant EU 
legislation. Now that the UK has left the EU, 
these regulations have become retained EU 
Law and forms part of our domestic food law 
in Great Britain. Therefore from 1 January 
2021 any references to EU Regulations should 
be read as meaning retained EU law which is 
published on legislation.gov.uk.

Food testing facilities:

Details of feed and food official laboratories 
(OLs) in the UK and Northern Ireland (NI) that 
are designated to undertake sample analysis 
work. - Feed and food official laboratories | 
Food Standards Agency

In the UK, official feed and food laboratories 
are Public and Agricultural Analysts and 
Food Examiners (microbiology laboratories) 
that undertake work for local authorities for 
enforcement purposes. Other designated 
laboratories undertake official controls in 
specified areas for monitoring purposes.

All official laboratories must employ suitably 
qualified staff. Laboratories undertaking 
enforcement work for local authorities must 
have a Public or Agricultural Analyst (formally 
appointed by a local authority) or a qualified 
Food Examiner.

The FSA is responsible for designating the 
majority of official laboratories in the UK 
according to the National Control Plan,  as 
required by Official Feed and Food Control 
Regulations 2017/625. We do not own or 
operate any of these laboratories.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

Food Standards Agency - www.food.gov.uk/
Helpline: 0330 332 7149
Open 9.00 until 17.00, Monday to Friday 
Email: helpline@food.gov.uk

FSA in Wales: 
Email: Walesadminteam@food.gov.uk
FSA in Northern Ireland: 
Email: infofsani@food.gov.uk

FSA correspondence address in England:
Foss House Kings Pool 
1-2 Peasholme Green 
York YO1 7PR
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FSA in London:
Floors 6 and 7, Clive House 
70 Petty France 
London SW1H 9EX

Food Standards Scotland (FSS): 
www.foodstandards.gov.scot/
Email: enquiries@fss.scot
Our phone number is 01224 285100
Our postal address is: Food Standards Scotland, 4th floor, Pilgrim House, Aberdeen, AB11 5RL 

Codex Contact Point:
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
Food Policy Unit, Area 3A, 
Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 
London SW1P 3JR 
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 20 7238 6951 
E-mail: codex@defra.gov.uk 
Website: 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
UK WTO SPS National Notification Authority and Enquiry Point 
WTO Policy Team 
EU and International Trade Directorate 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Area 3E17 Smith SquareLondon 
LondonSW1P 3JR
Email: uksps@defra.gov.uk 
Website: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-
rural-affairs

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
Policy Directorate, Trade Policy Group 
Department for International Trade 
Old Admiralty Building, 
LondonSW1A 2DY
Email: TBTEnquiriesUK@trade.gov.uk 
Website: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-trade



346 | SaNGRAH [Safe Food for Nations – Global Food Regulatory Authorities Handbook]

Article 10.3: Technical Information Group 
British Standards Institution 
389 Chiswick High Road 
LondonW4 4AL
Email: knowledgecentre@bsigroup.com 
Phone: +(44 208) 996 7004 
Website: http://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/industries-and-sectors/import-export/

OIE/WOAH  
UK Delegate is CVO (Christine Middlemiss) - Defra - all details on the WOAH website - https://
rr-europe.woah.org/en/delegates/UNITED KINGDOM Dr Christine Middlemiss 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
UK Chief Veterinary Officer 
17 Smith Square Nobel House SW1P3JR London
https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/the-oie-national-focal-points/foodsafety-focal-points/UNITED 
KINGDOM
Dr Jane Clark  
Director of Veterinary Services 
Food Standards Agency
Food Standards Agency (FSA) Clive House 70 Petty France London WC1H 9EXUNITED KINGDOM

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 
Refer to Food and Feed Law Guide: 
food-and-feed-law-guide-july-2020.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/members/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15566/
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Codex Contact Point:
U.S. Codex Office, 
Room 4861 South Building, 
1400 Independence Ave. SW, 
Washington D.C. 20250-3700
Tel: +1 202 205 7760 
E-mail: uscodex@usda.gov 
Website: https://www.usda.gov/codex 
National legislation on food safety: FAOLEX

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point:
SPS Notification Authority
United States of America
USDA/FAS/TPGA/Multilateral Affairs 
Room 5936 South Building 
World Trade Organization (WTO) Affairs 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250
Email: us.spsenquirypoint@fas.usda.gov 
Phone: +(1 202) 690 0776

SPS enquiry Point
United States of America
USDA/FAS/TPGA/Multilateral Affairs 
Room 5936 South Building 
World Trade Organization (WTO) Affairs 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250
Email: us.spsenquirypoint@fas.usda.gov 
Phone: +(1 202) 690 0776

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point:
United States of America
Standards Coordination Office (SCO) 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) 
100 Bureau Drive MS 2100 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899 
USA, MD 20899
Email: usatbtep@nist.gov 
Phone: +(1 301) 975 29 18 
Website: https://www.nist.gov/standardsgov/usa-wto-tbt-enquiry-point

UNITED STATE OF AMERICA
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OIE/WOAH  
Dr. Rosemary Sifford
Function
Vice President of the Regional Commission for the Americas
Department
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Veterinary Services
Organisation/Ministry
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW J.L. Whitten Building, Room 317-E, Washington, DC 20250

Weblinks to access Food Act/ Regulations/ Standards: 

FDA’s website links for various relevant food regulatory oversight information:

Guidance and Regulations: https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-
dietary-supplements

Current Good Manufacturing Practices: https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-
food-and-dietary-supplements/current-good-manufacturing-practices-cgmps-food-and-
dietary-supplements

Compliance: https://www.fda.gov/food/compliance-enforcement-food/food-compliance-
programs

Foreign Food Inspections: https://www.fda.gov/food/inspections-protect-food-supply/
foreign-food-facility-inspection-program

Imports and Exports: https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-
supplements/food-imports-exports

Prior Notice: https://www.fda.gov/food/importing-food-products-united-states/prior-notice-
imported-foods

FDA Data Dashboard Imports: https://datadashboard.fda.gov/ora/index.html

Meetings and Webinars: https://www.fda.gov/food/news-eventscfsan/workshops-meetings-
webinars-food-and-dietary-supplements

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/about-codex/members/detail/en/c/15600/

https://www.achipia.gob.cl/iica-marcos-nacionales/
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Vietnam
In Vietnam, Law No. 55/2010/QH12 is on 
Food Safety. This Law provides for rights and 
obligations of organizations and individuals 
in assuring food safety; conditions for 
assuring safety of foods and food product 
ion. trading. import and export; food 
advertisement and labeling; food testing; 
food safety risk analysis; prevention. 
stopping and remedying of food safety 
incidents; food safety information , education 
and communication; and responsibilities for 
state management of food safety.  The Law 
provides for food safety assurance conditions 
for fresh and raw food, processed food, 

micronutrient-fortified food, functional food, 

genetically modified food, irradiated food, 

food additives, and for food-packaging tools 

and food packages and containers.The Law 

further sets out conditions, procedures and 

requirements for establishments engaged 

in food production and trade to obtain a 

certificate of food safety eligibility.

The above classification affects a number of 

things, including which authority carries out 

food safety inspection in case of imported 

products. Further, the MOH has the prevailing 

general management power.

Ministry of Health (MOH)

Vietnam Food 
Administration (VFA)

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade (MOIT)

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 

(MARD)

Food Regulatory Ecosystem

Food Safety Authorities

Ministry of Health (MOH)

Vietnam Food Administration (VFA) under 
the Ministry of Health looks after on 
food safety of the domestic food and the 
imported food in the market. The MOH is in 
charge of bottled water, functional foods, 
and nutraceuticals, food additives and their 

maximum limit, MRLs for pesticides and 
veterinary drugs. Setting up of requirements 
with regard to food hygiene and safety 
condition in processing, production, storage 
and usage of foods of carteens, restaurants, 
hotels, supermarkets, catering services, street 
foods; Setting up standards and criteria 
for laboratories on testing relating to food 
safety; setting the limitation of contaminants 
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for food products, containers and packaging 
in direct contact with food; Carrying out the 
license, suspend and recall of the Health 
Certificate, the Certificate of Free Sale, the 
Certificate of facilities meeting food safety 
requirements.

Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) 

Managing food safety during production, 
processing, preservation, transportation, 
export, import and trading in respect to 
alcohol, beer, drink, processed milk, vegetable 
oil, products used for processing powder and 
starch and other food in accordance with the 
provisions of the Government; Managing 
food safety in respect to tools, materials 
packing and containing food during the 
course of production, processing, trading 
of food in the sector which is assigned to 

manage; Presiding over prevention and 
fighting of false food and trade fraudulence 
in circulating and trading food; 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MARD) 

Managing food safety in the production, 
collection, slaughter, primary handling, 
processing, preservation, transportation, 
export, import and trading of cereals, 
meat and meat products, fisheries and 
fishery products, vegetable, fruits, eggs 
and egg products, fresh raw milk, honey 
and genetically modified food, salt and 
other agricultural food. Managing utensils, 
containers and packaging in direct contact 
with food during the production, processing, 
trading of food in the sector which is assigned 
to manage;

Production Phase Processing and Semi-processing, import-export Distribution Phase
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rsFresh meats and processed meats
Aqua-products
Fruits, tubers, vegetables, garden’s foodstuff
Eggs and egg-origin products
Raw Milk
Honey and honey-origin product Salt
Genetically Modified Organism
Other Agriculture products (sugar, coffee, Cacao)
Alcohol, beer, beverage

W
ho

le
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le

Processed milk
Vegetal Oil
Powder and Starch based products
Food additives, processing catalyst substances
Bottled water, mineral water
Functional and nutritional foods

Colour Code

Normal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Mard)
Bold Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT)
Italic Ministry of Health (MOH)

Distribution of food management competences in Vietnam, cited from (Pham and Dao, 2016).
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Organization of Food Control Management in Vietnam.

Government (Vice Prime-Minister)

National directive committee for Food Safety

MARD MOIT MOH
Government

City
Province

District

Decentralization
Decentralization

PPD NAFIQAD DAH VDSM

DARD

PPD
Sub-dept

NAFIQAD
Sub-dept

DAH
Sub-dept

VDSM
Sub-dept

VFA
Sub-dept

Inter-Sectorial  
Control Groups

District
Chamber of Agriculture

District
Chamber of Economy

District
Chamber of Public Health

DOIT DOH

STAMEQ NIFC VFA

City/Province inte-sectorial directive committee for Food Safety (experimental FSAMA)

[NAFIQAD - National Agro-Forestry-
Fisheries Quality Assurance Department; 
PPD - Plant Protection Department; DAH 
- Department of Animal Health; VDMS -  
Vietnam Directorate of Market Surveillance; 
STAMEQ - Vietnam Directorate for Standards, 
Metrology and Quality; NIFC - National 
Institute of Food Control; VFA - Vietnam 
Food Administration; FSMA - Food Safety 
Management Authorities]

Food import system: Regardless of their 
categories, all foreign processed foods 
must be registered with the VFA—an 
agency of the MOH—to obtain a Certificate 
of Conformity Declaration (CCD) before 
being imported into and/or circulated in 
the Vietnam market. However, exporters 
of meat, poultry, and seafood (except for 
processed and prepackaged products) to 
be registered with DAH.Vietnam requires 
several kinds of certificates for imported food 
and agricultural products. Generally, Vietnam 
requires Export Certificates for meat, poultry, 

and seafood, and Phytosanitary Certificates 
for plant products. A Certificate of Free Sale 
or Health Certificate is required for health 
supplements, medical foods, food for special 
dietary uses, dietary products for children up 
to 36 months, genetically engineered (GE), 
and irradiated food. A Certificate of Analysis 
(COA) is required for feed ingredients, 
including grains and oilseeds. There are no 
mandatory requirements for a COA, but 
Vietnamese importers usually request a COA 
containing test results of key specifications 
prescribed in national technical regulations 
on food/feed safety.Further, Vietnam 
implements the registration for specialized 
inspections of imported and exported goods 
via the National Single Window (NSW) which 
are made applicable for most food and 
agricultural products, including quarantine 
and food safety inspection for meat, poultry, 
and seafood, quarantine inspection for 
plant products, quality inspection of feed 
ingredients, quarantine and food safety 
inspection for plant products used for food, 
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and food safety inspection for processed 
and packaged foods. Customs procedures 
are managed through an e-Customs system, 
“Vietnam Automated Cargo and Port 
Consolidated System/ Vietnam Customs 
Intelligence Information System (VNACCS/
VCIS)”. There are six key functions within 
VNACCS/VCIS: e-Declaration; e-Manifest; 
e-Invoice; e-Payment; e-Certificate of Origin; 
and Selectivity. The Selectivity function 
automatically assigns imported shipments to 
one of three channels, green, yellow, or red. 
Each channel is subject to a different level of 
customs inspection based on the assessment 
of the importers’ history and the risks of the 
specific commodity.In addition to custom 
inspection, imported food and agricultural 
products are also subjected to relevant 
specialized inspections, including food 
safety inspection, quarantine inspection, and 
quality inspection at points of entry. Testing 
of safety indicators (per national technical 
regulations on food safety) is required for 
meat, poultry, seafood, and dairy products. 
Vietnam carries out testing to monitor 
residues of pesticides in imported fruits and 
vegetables. 

Self- Declaration:  for Processed and Pre-
packaged Food: In Vietnam,food enterprises 
involved in Processed and Pre-packaged Food 
requires to publish a Product Self-Declaration 
to clarify quality specifications, labeling 
information, product shelf-life and other 
technical information prior to manufacture 
and/or import of these products. The same is 
not applicable to products and raw materials 
imported for processing for re-export or for 
internal production that are not for domestic 

sale. 

Product Declaration: Further, in case of the 
following products importers are required to 
submit applications for Product Declaration 
to either VFA or the provincial competent 
authorities: 

- 	 Health supplements, medical foods, and 
food for special dietary uses. 

- 	 Dietary products for children up to 36 
months. 

- 	 Mixed food additives with new usages, 
food additives that are not on the 
permitted list, or food additives not 
intended for use for the food categories 
as prescribed by MOH. 

Certificate of Approval: GE products are 
required to obtain a Certificate of Approval 
from MARD for Food and/or Feed Use (Food 
and Feed Certificate) prior to importation, 
production, and trade in Vietnam. 

Foods circulating in the market are subject to 
periodic quality and safety testing. It is strictly 
required that product labels comply with 
the country’s labelling requirements, such 
as compulsory contents in the Vietnamese 
language.

Contact details

Food Safety Authorities

MINISTRY OF HEALTH (MOH), Vietnam Food 
Administration (VFA), 
138A Giang Vo, Hanoi, 
Email: vfa@vfa.gov.vn
Website: moh.gov.vn
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MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MOIT), Department of Science and Technology, 
54 Hai Ba Trung, HoanKiem, Ha Noi, 
Email: VKHCN@moit.gov.vn
Website: https://moit.gov.vn/en

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, International Cooperation 
Department (ICD), (MARD) 2 Ngoc Ha Street, Hanoi, 
Email: htqt@mard.gov.vn
Website: www.mard.gov.vn

Codex Contact Point
Dr. Vu Ngoc Quynh,
General Secretary of Vietnam National Codex Committee,
Director of Vietnam Codex Contact Point.
135 Nui Truc Street
Hanoi
Tel: +84 4 9426605
E-mail: vncodexoffice@gmail.com

WTO-SPS National Enquiry Point
Director, Viet Nam SPS Office, Block A3, no.10 Nguyen Cong Hoan str., Hanoi, 
Phone: +(84 4) 3734 4764
Email: spsvietnam@mard.gov.vn, 

WTO-TBT National Enquiry Point
TBT Viet Nam Office, 8 Hoang Quoc Viet Road, CauGiay District, Hanoi, 
Phone: +(84 24) 37 91 21 45
Email: tbtvn@tcvn.gov.vn, 

OIE/WOAH
Dr. Long Nguyen VAn
Chief Veterinary Officer - Acting Director General
Department of Animal Health
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
15/78 GiaiPhong street
Dong Da
VIETNAM
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AFSVPA Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary Affairs
AAC system Assistance and Cooperation System
AAFC Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
ABP Animal by-products
ABREP Agence Béninoise de Régulation et d'Enregistrement des Produits
ACCC Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
ACFS Agricultural Commodity and Food Standards 
ACL Australian Consumer Law
AESAN Spanish Agency for Food Safety & Nutrition
AGES Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety
ALGA Australian Local Government Association
ANMAT Administracion Nacional de Medicamentos, Alimentos y Tecnologia Médica 

(National Administration of Medicines, Food and Medical Technology)
ANPC National Authority for Consumer Protection
ANSVSA National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority
ANVISA National Agency for Sanitary Surveillance
APEDA Agricultural & Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 
APQA Animal and Plant Quarantine Agency 
APVMA Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority
AQSIQ General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine 
ASAE Economic and Food Safety Authority
ASTA Agricultural Technical Services Administration 
ASV Veterinary Service Administration 
BAES Federal Office for Food Safety
BASG Federal Office for Safety in Health Care
BBAC Belgian Biosafety Advisory Council
BFDA Bhutan Food and Drug Authority
BFSA Bangladesh Food Safety Authority 
BFSA Bulgarian Food Safety Agency
BFSES Bureau of Food Safety Extension and Support 
BIOR Institute of Food Safety, Animal Health and Environment 
BIPs Border Inspection Posts
BMLRT Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and Tourism
BMSGPK Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection
BPOM Foods & Drugs Supervisory Agency 
BSHC Belgian Superior Health Council
BSTI Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution 
BÜGEM General Directorate of Plant Production

Abbreviation
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BuRO Office for Risk Assessment and Research
CAA Código Alimentario Argentino (Argentine Food Code)
CAA Consumer Affairs Agency 
CBD Coconut Development Board 
CAMCONTROL Cambodia Import-Export and Fraud Repression Department 
CAFIA Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority
CAPQ Central Administration of Plant Quarantine
CBI Czech Breeding Inspectorate
CBSA Canada Border Services Agency
CCD Certificate of Conformity Declaration
CCTIA Central Control and the Testing Institute in Agriculture
CENAPA National Center for Animal Health Verification Services
CETI Centre for Ecotoxicological Research
CFDA China Food and Drug Administration 
CFIA Canadian Food Inspection Agency
CGCV General Coordination of Plant Quality
CGVB General Coordination of wines and beverages
CISTA Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture
CLCTC Central Laboratory for Chemical Testing and Control
CLPQ Central Laboratory for Plant Quarantine
CLVCE Central Laboratory for Veterinary Control and Ecology
CNRIBA National Reference Center for Food Safety and Biosafety
COFEPRIS Federal Commission for Protection from Sanitary Risks
COMALIM Commissariat for Quality, Fraud and Food Safety 
CONAL National Food Commission
Concerto National Council for Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality
COUSP Center of Public Health Emergency Operations
CRA Expert Council for Risk Assessment
CTL Central Testing Laboratory in Abu Dhabi
DAA Danish Agricultural Agency
DAFF Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
DAFM Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
DALRRD Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development
DANA Direction de l'Alimentation et de la Nutrition Appliquée
DCIC Department of Internal Trade and Competition 
DCIS Sanitary Control and Inspection Division
DCL Dubai Central Laboratory
DCP Product Packaging Department 
DFTQC Department of Food Technology and Quality Control 
DGAV Directorate-General for Food and Veterinary
DGFT Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
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DHAB Directorate of Basic Hygiene and Sanitation 
DHP Public Hygiene Division
DIPEISR Dipartimento delle politiche europee e internazionali e dello sviluppo rurale 
DIPOA Animal Products Inspection Department
DIPOV Department of inspection of products of plant origin
DLA Department of Laboratory Activities
DOH Department of Health 
DNHFS Department of Nutrition, Hygiene, Food Safety and Cosmetic Products
DPA Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
DPV Plant protection department 
DSAIP Department of Animal Health and Livestock Supplies
DSVIA Department of Plant Health and Agricultural Inputs
DTPL Local Products Processing Department 
DTU Technical University of Denmark
DVFA Danish Veterinary and Food Administration
DVL Diagnostic Veterinary Laboratory
EIC Export Inspection Council of India 
ENFADL European Network of Food Allergen Detection Laboratories
ENGL European Network of GMO laboratories
EOS Egyptian Organization for Standardization
EURLMB EU Reference Laboratory for Marine Biotoxins
EWRS Early Warning and Response System 
FAMHP Federal Agency for Medicines and Health Products
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
FASF Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and Food
FASFC Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain
FCAU Food Control Administration Unit 
FCCPC Federal Competition & Consumer Protection Commission
FDA Food and Drugs Act
FDR Food and Drug Regulations
FFCU Federal Food Chain Unit
FFN Food Fraud Network
FFTFSE Faculty for Food Technology, Food Safety and Ecology
FMARD Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
FMoH Federal Ministry of Health
FOAG Federal Office for Agriculture
FQL Food Quarantine Laboratories 
FPSH Federal Public Service for Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment
FQSD Food Quality And Safety Division 
FRSC Food Regulation Standing Committee
FSA Food Standards Agency
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FSAI Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
FSA BiH Food Safety Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina
FSANZ Food Standards Australia New Zealand
FSC Food Safety Commission
FSND Food Safety and Nutrition Department
FSQD Food Safety and Quality Division 
FSS ACT Food Safety and Standards Act 
FSS Food Standards Scotland
FSSAI Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
FSVI Food Safety and Veterinary Institute
FSVO Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office
FURS Financial Administration
FVA Food and Veterinary Agency
FVM Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
GACC General Administration of Customs of People's Republic of China 
GE food Genetically engineered food
GIS Chief Sanitary Inspectorate
GIW General Veterinary Inspectorate
GKGM General Directorate of Food and Control
GMOs Genetically modified organisms
GMP Good Manufacturing Practice
GOEIC General Organization for Export and Import Control
GON Government of Nigeria's
HAPIH Croatian Agency for Agriculture and Food
HC Health Canada
HEIA Horticultural Export Improvement Association
HOD Ministry of Health and Care Services
HSE Health Service Executive 
HVI Croatian Veterinary Institute
HZJZ Ministry of Health
ICQRF Central Inspectorate for Fraud Repression and Quality Protection of the Agri-

food Products and Foodstuffs 
IFIS Imported Food Inspection Scheme
IJHARS Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection
IMA Icelandic Medicines Agency
INAL Instituto Nacional de Alimentos (National Food Institute)
INFOSAN International Food Safety Authorities Network
INH National Institute of Hygiene 
INIAV National Institute for Agrarian and Veterinarian Research
Inmetro National Institute of Metrology, Quality and Technology
INRASFF Indonesia Rapid Alert  System for Food and Feed 
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IRC Icelandic Revenue and Customs
INV Instituto Nacional de Vitivinicultura (National Wine Institute)
IOPEPC Indian Oilseed and Produce Export Promotion Council 
IPH Institute of Public Health
IPSVS Institute of Postgraduate Study for Veterinary Surgeons
IQTL Institute for Quality 
IRSKGLR Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia for Agriculture, Forestry, Hunting and 

Fisheries
ISCVBM Institute for State Control of Veterinary Biologicals and Medicines
ISFR Implementation Subcommittee for Food Regulation
ISS National Institute of Health 
ITRA Togolese Institute of Agronomic Research
IZSs Experimental Zooprophylactic Institutes 
KAN Indonesia National Accreditation Committee
KATS Korean Agency for Technology and Standards 
KLD Ministry of Climate and Environment
KTU Kaunas University of Technology
LCV Central Veterinary Laboratory
LAHE Laboratory of applied hydrology and environmentLaboratory of applied 

hydrology and environment
LAMICODA Microbiology and food control laboratory 
LAVS Local Authority Veterinary Service
LFS Law on Food Safety
LI Livestock Institute
LMD Ministry of Agriculture and Food
LNV Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality
LSMU Lithuanian University of Health Sciences 
MADR Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
MAEDR Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Rural Development 
MAFA Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Rights
MAFDS Ministry of Food and Drug Safety 
MAFF Ministry of Agricultural Forestry and Fisheries
MAFRA Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs 
MAFRD Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development
MAFWE Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy
MAFWM Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management
MAGyP Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Fisheries
MANCP Multi-Annual National Control Plan
MANCP Multi Annual Control Plan
Map Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply
MAPA Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
MAQIS Malaysia Quarantine and Inspection Service
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MARA Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
MARD Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
MARD SR Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic
MARDWA Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Water Administration 
MASM Mongolian Agency for Standardization and Metrology 
MAST Icelandic Food and Veterinary Authority
Matís Ltd. Food Science and Biotechnology
MAVDR Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural Development 
MC Ministry of Consumer Affairs
MCICL Ministry of Trade, Industry and Local Consumption 
MCCAA Malta Competition and Consumer Affairs Authority
ME Ministry of Economy, Development and Tourism
MEHV Ministry of Water and Village Water Resources 
MEM Ministry of Rural Affairs
MEM Ministry of Economy and Maritime Affairs
MF Ministry of Finance
MFAF Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries of Denmark
MfH Ministry for Health
MH Ministry of Health
MHLW Ministry of Health, labour and Welfare 
MH SR Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic
MI Marine Institue
MIH Ministry of Industry and Handicraft 
MITI Federal Ministry of Industries, Trade, and Investments
MKGP Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
MLs Maximum levels
MMAP Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests
MOAIFS Ministry of Agro Industry & Food Security
MOC Ministry of Commerce 
MoEEC Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate
MOEW Ministry of Environment and Water
MoFA Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries
MoFAF Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries
MoFTER Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina
MOH Ministry of Health
MOHQL Ministry of Health and Quality of Life
MOIT Ministry of Industry and Trade 
MP Ministry of Agriculture
MPC Ministry for Consumer Protection 
MPAAF Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali 
MPEDA Marine Products Export Development Authority 
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MRiRW Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
MRLs Maximum residue limits
MS Ministry of Health
MS Ministry of Environment
MASAF Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forests 
MSAL Ministry of Health
MSB Mauritius Standards Bureau
MSHPAUS Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene and Universal Access to Care 
MTCI Ministry of Tourism, Commerce & Industry
MZ Ministry of Health
NAFC-FRI National Agricultural and Food Centre - Food Research Institute
NAFDAC National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control
NAFIQAD National Agro-Forestry-Fisheries Quality Assurance Department
NAPAMS NAFDAC Automated Product Administration and Monitoring System
NAQS Nigeria Agricultural Plant Quarantine Services
NATA National Association of Testing Authorities
NBMA National Biosafety Management Agency
NCPHA National Center of Public Health and Analyses
NCS Nigeria Custom Service
NDRVI National Diagnostic Research Veterinary Institute
NEA Norwegian Environment Agency
NESG National Expert Scientific Groups
NFA National Food Authority
NFD Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
NFSA Norwegian Food Safety Authority
NFVRAI National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute 
NIFC National Institue of Food Control
NIFDS National Institute of Food and Drug Safety Evaluation
NIJZ National Institute of Public Health
NIZP-PZH National Institute of Public Health – National Institute of Hygiene
NLZOH National Laboratory of Health, Environment and Food
NMISA National Metrology Institute of South Africa
NMVRVI National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute 
NPF Nigeria Police Force
NPPO National Plant Protection Organization
NRA National Revenue Administration
NRC National Reference Centre
NRCS National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications
NRLs National reference laboratories
NSAI National Standards Authority of Ireland 
NVI National Veterinary Institute
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NVRI National Veterinary Research Institute
NVWA Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority
ONAF National Slaughterhouse and Refrigeration Office
ONPV Organisation Nationale de la Protection des Végétaux
PABD Plant and Animal Biosecurity Division
PAHs Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
PD Phyto-sanitary Directorate
PHA Public Health Authority
PHA SR Public Health Authority of the Slovak Republic
PHAC Public Health Agency of Canada
PHFSI Public Health and Food Safety Inspectorate
PHI Public Health Institute
PHPA BiH Administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina for Plant Health Protection
PHS of MPHS Public Health Services of the Department of Medical and Public Health Services
PIORIN Main Inspectorate for Seeds and Plant Health
PIS State Sanitary Inspectorates
PIUE Direzione Generale delle politiche internazionali e dell’Unione europea
PIWET National Veterinary Research Institute
PPD Plant Protection Directorate
PPPs Plant protection products
PTA Agriculture and Food Board
PVD Food and Veterinary Service 
RACFCH Risk Assessment Center on Food Chain
RADs Regional Agriculture Directories 
RASFF Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed
RDA Regional Directorates of Agriculture
RFTQCO Regional Food Technology &Quality Control Office 
ReNaLOA National Network of Official Food Analysis Laboratories
RIVM Institute for Public Health and the Environment
RPHA Regional Public Health Authorities
SABs South Africa Bureau of Standards
SAG Agriculture and Livestock Service
SAI Sector of Agricultural Inspection
SAI State Agriculture Inspectorate
SAIC State Administration of Industry and Commerce 
SFDA State Food and Drug Administration
SAM Ministry of Health 
SAMR State Administration for Market Regulation
SANAS South African National Accreditation System
SB Ministry of Health
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SENASA Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria (National Agrifood 
Health and Quality Service)

SENASICA National Service of Agro-Alimentary Health, Safety and Quality
SEPC Shellac Export Promotion Council 
SEREMIS Ministerial Regional Secretaries
SERNAPESCA National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service
SFA Singapore Food Agency 
SFCA Safe Food for Canadians Act
SFCR Safe Food for Canadians Regulations
SFPA Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority 
SGL State General Laboratory
SIE State Inspection Services
SIM Municipal Inspection Services
SIMI Sistema Integral de Monitoreo de Importaciones
Sinmetro National System for Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality
SJV Swedish Board of Agriculture
SLV Swedish Food Agency
SM Ministry of Social Affairs
SMLPC Center for Health Education and Diseases Prevention 
SNAS Slovak National Accreditation Service
SNCA National Food Control System
SNCA Sistema Nacional de Control de los Alimentos (National Food Inspection System)
SON Standards Organization of Nigeria
SP Scientific Panels
SPKC Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
SPL State Phytosanitary Laboratory
SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures
SPVCP Service de la Protection des Végétaux et du Contrôle Phytosanitaire
SSI Statens Serum Institut
STAMEQ Vietnam Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality
SVA State Veterinary Administration
SVA National Veterinary Institute
SVFA State Veterinary and Food Administration
SVFA SR State Veterinary and Food Administration of the Slovak Republic
SVFI DK State Veterinary and Food Institute in Dolný Kubín
SVI Scientific Veterinary Institutes
SZPI Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority
SZU National Institute of Public Health
TA Health Board
TAGEM General Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policies
TBT Technical Barriers to Trade
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TGA Therapeutic Goods Administration
TESSy The European Surveillance System 
TOB Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
UCPH University of Copenhagen
UKZUZ Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture
ULAC Centre for Communicable Diseases and AIDS 
UL – VF University of Ljubljana - Veterinary Faculty
UOKiK Office of Competition and Consumer Protection
UST The Environment Agency
UVHVVR Administration for Food Safety, Veterinary Sector and Plant Protection
VAAD State Plant Protection Service 
VD Veterinary Directorate
VKM Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and Environment
VMVT State Food and Veterinary Service 
VO BiH Veterinary Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
VS Veterinary Services
VTL Veterinary and Food Laboratory
VWS Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
WBVR Wageningen Bioveterinary Research
WFSR Wageningen Food Safety Research
WHO World Health Organization
WOAH (earlier OIE) World Organisation for Animal Health
ZIRS Health Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia
ZM Ministry of Agriculture
ŽŪM Ministry of Agriculture 
VATŽŪM State Plant Service 
VCIS Vietnam Customs Intelligence Information System
VDMS Vietnam Directorate of Market Surveillance
VDU Vytautas Magnus University 
VFA Vietnam Food Administrative
VM Ministry of Health 
VNACCS Vietnam Automated Cargo and Port Consolidated System
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